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CHAPTER I. 

UTEBICA BTmT&CtS IBB lOVH OF BOSTOM. 

Mat 1774. 

Tbe hour of tho American revoladon was come. The 

)le of the continent olx^^'od one gcncnl impulee, as the 

in ^ring listcDii to the cointnsnd of Datiiro and without 

tike appearance of efiort burets into life. The movcmunt was 

cpiickened, even when it was most resisted ; and iti^ fiercest 

adroreories worked n-ith the moet effect for its fultilnient. 

Standing in manifold telatJous with tlie g(>venimentH, tlie colt- 

nre, and the oxpitriouce of tlie past, the Americans eeixed as 

their peculiar inheritance the traditions of Uberty. Be^-oud 

anj other nation, thej had made trial of the jKMsible forme of 

solar repr^cutatioD, and respected individual ronHviene<> and 

l^iboagfat. The rc&ourccfl of the country in agriculture and 

commerce, forests and fisfaencs, mines and materiala for uaQtt- 

were so divereified and complete that their develop- 

Efoeot could neither be guided nur circnruseribed by a govera- 

ttient beyond the ocean. The numbers, parity, onltore, indiu- 

try, and daring of its inliahitauta pn>claimed the exiatenec of 

,a people rich in creative energy, and ripe for institutions of 

own. 

They refiwed to acknowledge even to themselves the hope 
^tiaA w» swelling witJiin them, and yet in their political a«pi- 
ioQA they deduced from umvcnsal principle!! a bill ef righta, 
(^ aa cnration and ua wide aa kuuiauitv. The idea of free- 
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dom haA always reveoJed lUelf at least to a few of the wise 
whose pnjplietic instincts were quickened by love of their kind, 
and its growth can be traced in the tendencv of the ages. In 
Ajnerics, it was the breath of life to the people. For the first 
time it fouud a region and a race where it could bo pRifessed 
witli tlie cantefitncRS of an indwelling conviction, iin<I bo de- 
fended n-ith the eDthasiasm that had miirked no ware hnt those 
for religion. VTh&n «U Europe Bitunbered over queetions of 
liberty, a band of exiles, keeping wateh bv night, heard the 
gl&d tidings which promised the political regeneration of the 
world. A revolutiou, unexpected in the moment of its com- 
ing, but prepared by glurions forernnncTV, grow n&tnrolly and 
DQCoeBuilj out of the »erie& of jiu^t eveoibs by the forroatire 
principle of a living belief. And why ttliould man organize 
resiatance to the grand design of ProvidtTice? Wliy shoold 
not the consent of the ancestral land and the gratubtiona of 
every other call the young nation to its place among the pow- 
ers of the cartlit Sritain wao the mighty motlicr who bred 
men capable of kying the foundation of so noble an empiro, 
and she alone cotild have trained thorn np. She had ex- 
celled all tlie world as the founder of colonies. The condition 
which entitled them to independence was now fulfilled. Their 
yigonm vitality refused conformity to foreign h^'^ and ex- 
ternal nUe. They could take no other way to perfection than 
by tlie luiconBtmined development of that which wa>< within 
them. They were not only able to govern themselvefi. they 
alone were able to do so ; eutiordinatian vidblj reprosEed their 
energies. Only by self-directi^tn could tliey at all titoca employ 
their collective and individnaJ faculties in tlie fnllost extent of 
their pver^increaaing intelUgeoce. Could not the illuntrious 
nation, wbicJi had gained no dintinction in war, in literature, or 
in science, oomporable to tliat of having wisely fonndwl dietunt 
eettlemejits on a system of liberty, willingly perfect it* benefi- 
cent work, now when no mora waa reqniriKl than tlic acknowl- 
edgment that its oflapring was come of age ! Wliy must the 
lipeniug of lineal virtue be etruok at, aa rebellion in the lawful 
sons? "Why is their trnwaroring attachment to the eaeentia] 
principle of their exiatenoe to be peneented as treaaon, rather 
than viewed with delight as the crowning ^ory of the countiy 
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from wluch thejr sprung i If tlie iDgtitatiooB of Britam were 
BO di!Cplj txod iu tt« UBagea aud opioions that thuir duviatioiu 
irwu jn&dce cuuld tiot as ^-et b« rec.titi«<l ; if tlie old contiueBt 
wu pining ander erstdnu of autbority not fit to be borne, and 
not ripe for amendment, wby ebould not a people be bc-urt- 
eDod to boild a commouwoaltb in tbc ^rildemoee, wbero lUone 
it vas oflered a bonie t 

So reasoned a few iu Britain, wbo were jeered at "as vialon- 
ai7 entbttaiastd." Parltanieut Itad asserted ao absolatc lordship 
over tbe oolonica in nU cases wLatsoerer, and, fretting itseU 
into a frt'Qzy at tbe denial of ita unlimited doiuinion, was de- 
gtroring its recognised autliuritji- hy lU eagenieM for more. 
Tbe majority of tbe ministers, including the most active and 
resolatc, were bent on tbe immediate eulplojnient of foroo. 
Lord Xnrtl), recotliug from eivil war, exercised no control 
OTer his colleaguesi learing the government to bo conducted 
bj tlio several departments. Aa a conseqQcoce, the king be- 
-oame the only point of administratiTe union. In him an ap- 
proTing conscience bad no misgi^'ing a« to his dotr. Uia 
heart knew no relenting; his will never wavered. Though 
irioa were to l>e drcnc-bed in blood and its tovns reduced 
to Kdiea, Uiough ita people were to be driven to 6tniggle for 
total indepcadence, though ho himself slionld find it neces- 
sarj to bid high for ho«ta of meroenaries from the Scheldt to 
Moscow, and in (jaest of ravage allies go tapjting at eveiy 
wigvajii £rom Lake Ilnron to the Gulf of Mexico, he was re- 
Novell to ooei-ce the tliirteen colonies into submission. 

On the umtb of May 1774, which was the day of tho acccfr 
■ion of Lotus XVL, the act cloung the port of Boston, trans- 
ferring tho board of oustoms to Marblehead, and the »eat of 
govemment to Salem, reached the devoted town. The king 
waa coiilident that tho elow torture which wa« to bo applied to 
its inbabjtanta would constrain them to cry oat for mercy and 
proniiFo miconditional obodioncc. Succeee in resistanco oould 
ctitiut only frvtui an American union, whit^lt was not to bo hoped 
for, nnlofli Boston BhonJd offer herself as a willing soerilica 
Tha mecbauios and morchanta and laborers, altogether scarcely 
■0 many as thirty-five buudnnl able-bodied men, knew that 
illi^ wuro acting not for a prorinoe of America, bnt for free- 
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dom itBclf. They were inspired hy the thought that the Provi- 
dcnco which mice the world demanded of them heroic eelf- 
denial afi the chttmpioos of hnmaaity, and they never doubted 
the feUow-feeling of the coutineut. 

An Boon 08 the act wa^ received, the Boston couuuittee of 
OCHTCepondeDoe, by the hand of Joseph "Warren, invited eight 
Dsighboriiig towns to a ooufereuee ''on the criticil stjite of 
pnblic nf^ire."' On the twelfth, nt noon, Metcalf Bowler, the 
speaker of the assembly of Uhode Island, came before them 
vith tlie cheering news that, m answer to a recent circalar let- 
ter from the body over which lie provided, all the thirteen gov* 
emuKnts had pledged tbeniBelTee to nnion. FniiRtualty, at the 
hour of three in the afternoon of that day, the committees of 
DorchcetcT, Roxbury, Brookline, Xewton, Cambridge, Chirles- 
town, Lynn, and Lexington, joined thcra in Fanouil Hall, tho 
cradle of Americ*n libCTty, where for ten years the freemen of 
the town liad debated the qaeetion of jnatiflable resistonoa. 
The lowly men who now met there were most of them aecns- 
tomed to feed tlicir own cattle, to fold their own t^heeit, to 
gnidc their own ploughs ; all were tiniued to public life in the 
little demoorades of their town): ; some of tlitin wen* caiitiiiiie 
In the militia and officers of the church according to the dis- 
cipline of Congr^tionalifits ; nearly all of them ci^iiimtmi- 
cantB, under a puldic covenant with G(k1. Tlwy grew in 
greatneM as their sphere enlarged. Their virtnes burst the 
oonfines of village life. They felt thcmsclvee to be citixena 
not of little iiinnicipalitiea, but of the whole world of mankind. 
lu the dark hour, light hrr^ko npon them from tlicir own truth 
and courage. Placing Sautnel Adamis at their head, and guided 
by a rej)ort prepared by Joecpli Warren of Boeton. Thomas 
Ghirdner of Cambridge, and others, they agreed tmanimonsly 
on tho injustice and enielty of the act, by wltich parliament, 
without competent jnriRdirtion and contrary as well to natnml 
right aa to tlie laws of all civih'xed Htntc«, had, without a bear- 
ing, set apart, accused, tried, and condemned the town of Bos- 
too. The delegatai from the eight toim-t were reminded by 
those of Boston that that port conld recover its trade by pay- 
ing for the toa which had been thrown overboard ; but they 
held it unworthy even to notice the oScr, pmmlsiiig on tlteir 
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part to join "their snfferiixg brethren in eveiy measure of 
relief." 

The mooting knew tliat a declaration of independence would 
Jure alienated their sister colonies, nor had they ae yet found 
oat that independence was the desire of their own hearts. To 
raggcst nothing till a congress could be convened would hare 
teemed to thtioi like aUuidoning the town to bleed away ita 
life. Ttie king h&d expected to Btai've its people Into submis- 
aon; in their circular letter to the committoee of the other 
colonies they proposed, ae a counter action, a f^-neral ccftiiutian 
of trade with Britain. " Now," tJiey add«3, " ia tJie time when 

t all should he united in opposition to this riolation of the libe^ 
tiei of aU. The gingle question is, whether you consider Boe- 
ton as enficnug in the couuuon cause, and ecnsibly feci and 

^meent the injur}- and atTnint ofTcn^d to herl Wo cannot ba- 
re otherwiHc ; ateuriog you that, not in the least intimidated 
l»y this inliDman treatment, we are still detennined to luain- 

^ tain to the utmost of our ahilitios the rights of Amorica." 

The nest day, while Gage was eailing into the harbor, Sam- 
uol Adams presided over a very numerous town-raeoting, at 
which many were proeent who had hitherto kept aloof. The 
tliought of republican Rome, in its pureet age, auimatud their 
oonioLltAtioDa. The port act was read, and in hold debate was 

tpronoouoed repugnant to law, religion, and common ivum. 

^ At thv same time thusu, who from lo«e of employment were to 
he the first to enconntcr want, were remembered with tender 
companion, and meaaurea were put in train to comfort them. 
Then the iulialiitimtit, by the bond of Samuel Adauut, mudo 
their appeal ^ to all the sister coloniee, inviting a univen^ siis- 
peusiuD of cxiMirts and imports, promiciing to suffer for Amer- 

lica with a Iieoonung fortitude, coufceung that singly they 
might &nd their trial too aevore, and oitrcAting not to be left 
to Btmggle alone, when the very being of every colony, oon- 

^ ridered as a free people, dopondod upon the event" 

On the BGveuteeutli, Gage, who had remained four days 
with Hqtehinson at Ciwtle Williara, landed at Long Wharf, 

^ifmiA ealutcs from ships and batteries. Received by die coun- 
cil and civil officera, be was escorted by the Boston cadets, 
rkom Hancock commanded, to the state-house, where the 
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eotincil presented a loyal addrcea, and hh commission was pro- 
claimed with tliree voUcjtb of miiBketry and as niany cheeiB. 
lie than partook of ft public dinner in Faneuil Hall, at which 
ha proptwcd "the piwperifrpvof the town of Boston." His 
toast in honor of HntchinAon "wai roecxvcd with a general 
hitt.'* Tet many favorod a oampromise, and pat forward n 
mbecription to pay for the tea. On the eigliteenth, Jonathan 
Amory very Btrongly urged that meafture in town-meeting, but 
ft was rejected by the common Toic«; There Btill Ungeivd a 
hope of relief through the intcroeestoa of Gage; hot be was 
Ht neither to reconcile nor to sutxjue. I!y hi»mild temper and 
lore of eoeiety be gained the gotMl-will of his boon companions 
and eaaaped penonal enmitie« ; hnt in eomeet Immneaw he in- 
Bjnnd neither confidence nor fear. He waa ao poor in spirit 
tatd BO weak of will, so dull in his pereeptiooB and so uusettlud 
in his opinions, that he was rare to raoillate between words of 
conoonjon and mercilew neverity. Ife had promiwd tlic king 
that with foor regimeols ho wonld play the •' lion," and troops 
beyond his requisition were hourly expected ; hut he stood too 
much in dread of the leading patriots of Boston to attempt 
their arrest. 

The people of Ibandinftetts were ahnoet eocclnsively of 
EngHsb origin ; beyond any other colony, tfaey loTed the land 
of their ancestors ; for that teaaon were the^y more aensitiTe to 
It» tyranny. Taxing them without their ooment was robbing 
them of their birthright ; they scorned the Brillsfa ]>arliamenl 
B8 " a junto of tlie acrrants of tlie croiicn. mtlier than the rep- 
nwntativee of England." Kot diHguifing to thenwelTee their 
danger* but confident of victory, they were reaolvod to stand 
together ad bnitiiers for a life of liberty. 

The merchnntij of Newbaryport were the first who agreed, 
to soipcnd all commerce with Britain and Irohmd. Salom, the 
place marked out aa the new seat of government, in a Tory full 
town-meeting and after nnimpaiMiooed debates, dvcidod almost 
nnanimously to atop tnule not with Britain only, but even with 
the West Indies. If in Boeton a few still propoeed to pnrahaao 
a nlaxation of the blockade by " a snbacription to pay for the 
tea," the majority were beeet by no tem]>tation to etrong es 
that of routing at once the in6^;nificant number of troops who 
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hod come to overawe iliem. But Samuel Adams, while he 
oomparod tlioir spirit to tliat of Sparta or RomCj inculcated 
" patience m the cliaractcristic of a patriot ; " and the people, 
baring eeut forth tbc-ir cry to the contiaent, w^ted eelf-pos- 
neeed for voices of consolation. 

Kow York anticipated the pniTor of Boston. Its people, 
who had received the port act directly from Kiiglarid, felt the 
wrong to that town as a wonnd to themaelree, and even tho 
lokewann kindled witii resentment. From tho epoch of the 
stamp act, tlieir S<ma of Liberty, fityled by the royuliste " the 
Presbyterian janto," had kept up a committee of eorrefipoiid* 
Qoe. Yet Seara, Macdougall, and Lamb, still its principal 

abeni, repreneuted the mechanics of the city more tliaji its 
mercbanti) ; and they never enjoyed the confidence of tlie great 

ied proprieton*, tvho by the lennre of estatea in New York 

led a recognised aristocracy. To unite tho province, a 
more compreheniiive combination was roquirod. The old com- 
mitter while they accepted the questionable policy of an im- 
nudiMc mspension of commcroe \rith Britain, propo«ed, and 
they were the first to propose, " a genecal oongwafc" Those 
reoommcndfltions they forwarded tbrongh Connecticnt to Boa- 
ton, with entpcatiefi to that town to stand finn ; and, in full 
confidence of apjirox'al, tliey sent them to Philadelphia, and 
tlirongh Philadetphift to every coloiiv at the foutli. 

The inception of the continental congress of 1774 wng the 
bet acliievement of the Sons of liber^* of New York. On 
the evening of the sixteenth of May they convoke*! the inhahi- 
taoti of their city. A Benae of tbc impeoding cliaogc tem- 
pered paasionate raBhncsa. Some who were in a aeeret nnder- 
fltandiug with officen^ of the crown nought to cvndo all decisire 
tneasoref? ; tlie merohanta were averse to headlong engagomcnte 
for BtfflpcDdjng trade ; tho gentry feared lost the men who OQ 
fell former occasions liad led the multitude tdiould preserve the 
ooiitrol in the day whiclt wad felt to be near at hand, when an 
Independent ]ieoplo would shnpc the permanent infititiitious of 
a oontinoot. Under a ooneervativo infincnee, tho motion pre- 
to supersede tlie old committee of corroBpondence by a 
one of fifty, and its members were eelectod by open uomi- 
Tlte choice included wen from all classes. Nearly a 
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Uiird jiort were of thoee vrha followed the British eUadard to 
the last ; others wcro Iiikewajin, uiutoadj, oud liUnd to the 
neanieas of revolutioa ; othere again were enthufiiastjc Sons of 
Liberty. The friends to government claimed that the rajijori^ 
vru inflexibly loya! ; the control fell into Hie hands of mea 
who etill aimed at reoonciling a continuod dependence oq Kag- 
land with the just freedom of tho colonies. 

Tlie port act was rapidly circulated through the wmntry. 
In eoiue places it was printed upon paper with a hlack border, 
tnd cried about the street* as a harharoag murder ; ia othere, 
it waa liuntt in the prceenca of u crowd of the people. On the 
Boventeenbh, the repreeentativee of Connecticut made a declara- 
tion of rigbtfi. " Let ns play the man," said thcry, '* for the 
Cftttae of our country ; and trugt tbe event to Him who orders 
all events for the bert good of hig people." On the eamo 
day, the fn^mca of the town of Providence, aoEoUcited from 
at»!oad and after full dii^iuuuoii, voted to promote " a congress 
of the reprvsentntivufl of all die Korth American colonies." 
Declaring " pcnonal liberty an essimtial part of tlie natural 
rights of mankind,'* they expressed tlie wish to prohiljlt tlie 
importation of negro slaves, and to »et free all negroes bom in 
the colony. 

On I be nineteenth, the city and county of New York inaa* 
gurated tht'ir new committee «"it!i the fonn;dity of pnbb'c ap- 
proval. Two jMUtice appeared in amy : on the one side, men 
of property; on the other, tradesmen and mcclmnioa. Fore- 
bodinga revolution, they seemed to contend in advance whether 
their future govenuncnt ehould hofcrmod upon the baei^of 
propeny or on purely popular prineiplee. The miua of the 
people were ready to found a new wwial order in which thoy 
would nile ; hut un Uiat day tliey chose to fallow the wealthier 
clnSE if it woold but make with them a common cauw ; unil the 
nomination of the oonnnittee was accepted, even with tlie ad- 
dition u( Isaac Low as its chainnao, who was more of a loyalist 
than a patriot 

In Philadelphia, where Wedrlurbum and Htitcliin^on had 
been burnt in efflgy, the letter from the Now Vurk 8una of 
Liberty Iiad been received, and when, on the nineteendi, tho 
meeeenger imm Coeton arrived with despatches, he found 
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Charles Thomson, Thomas Mifflin, Jo^ph Heed, Bnd others 
preparing to call a public meedng on the evening of Ui« next 
daj. 

On tho morning of tho tweiiHeUi, the king gare in person 
his assent to the act wttich made the British commanderin- 
l^oLioi in America, liis arnij, and the civil ofliocni, no longer 
icnablc to American conrts of josticc ; and to tho act which 

lutilatcd the charter of Maraiiehiiectts, and dcstrojed the fre«- 

imof ita town-meetingB. "The law," wrote Ciaruier, " tlio 
lely intelligent" French cliarge, ^muiit eitlier lead to 
the complete reduction of the colonies, or clear the way for 
^their independence." " 1 wish from the bottom of my heart," 

kid the duke of Kichuiond, during a. debate in tlie lioiise of 
lords, "that tho Americana may resist, and get the better of 
the forces sent aspiinst them.*' Fonr years hiter, Fox obBcrrcd : 
*^TUe alteration of the government of Hassachusoths was cer^ 
tainty a most capital miatako, bocauso it gave the whole oonti* 
It r»9oa to think that their government waa liable to be 

ibrertod at our pleasure and rendered entirely dcqwtic 
From thence all wero taught to eoneldcr tho town of Boston 
aa snfTering id tho comiiioo cau^." 

"While the king, iu the presmiee of parliaroent, was aoccpt- 
ing tho lawa which b^;an a civil war, in Philaddphta the Prea- 
byierians, true to their traditiona, held it right to resist tjTanny ; 
"the Germans, who composed a huge jmrt of the iuUabitauta 
of the province, were all on the aide of liberty ; " tiie mercliants 
refused to sacrifice their trade ; the Qnukem in any event pcm- 
plcd to usti nmrn; a uimierons cla!<<=i, like Keed, dierished the 
moat passionate desire for a reconciliation with the mother 
countiT. Tlie cauflo of America ni-«de<l intrepid counaoUors ; 
hat the i^-at central atato fell under the inflnenoe of Dickinson. 
Uia claiiiift to public reepect were indisputable. Ife was hon- 
ored for spotlcfts morala, eloquence, and good service in the 
colonial IcjpGlaturc. His nTidngs had endeared him to Amer- 
ica aa a sincere friend of Hlmrty. licaiding at a country seat 
whU-h oreriookcd Philadelphia and the Delaware rivor, he 
drlifilited in etndy and ro)x)8©, and wanted boldness of wilL 
'*He Iiad an exc«lh.>at heart, and the canso of hin coaiitry lay 
near it;" "he loved tJie people of Boston with the tcndemese 
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of a brother;" jeA he was more jealous of their £cal than 
touched bj tlicir nonowe. ^ Tbcj will bare tiuiu t-uuiigk to 
dii:,'' were hifi word^ on that monuDg. *' Let them give the 
Other province* opportmiity to think and re«lve. If they ex- 
pect to drag them by their own violenoo into mad racaauTM, 
thej vtll be left to perish by themselre«, dospisod by their 
enemiue, and almost detected by tJieir friends.'* Having ma- 
tured his scheme in solitude, he received at dinner Tliciintton, 
Uifflin, and Beed, who, for the Bake of his pubhc c(M)[ffiratioa, 
■cqniecoed in h lit dehiy&. 

In the evening, nbout tliree hnndred of tlie principal citi- 
EcnB of {Philadelphia assembled in tlie long room of the City 
Tarem. The letter from the Sons of Liberty of Now York 
was read aJoud, an vrcll oa the letters from Boston. Two meaB- 
nres vero thod brought under discusBion; that of Now York 
for a congress, that of Boston for an immediate oeesadon of 
tndo. The latter proposition was received with load and gen- 
eral mnrmnrs. Dickineon, having conciliated the wavering 
nierelumti; by expressing Uuitwlf strongly against It, wiui iieanl 
with applause as be spoke for a geueral congrees. lie in- 
sisted, hdwever, ou a pruliimnary peritiou to hh friend John 
Penn, tlie proprietary governor, to call ta^gothor the leps- 
latnre of the colony. This re<|ae«t every one knew would bo 
refosed. But then, rcaaoned Idifflin and the ardont politiriims, 
a committ^M) of correspondence, after the model of liostoTif 
maetf in consequence of the refosal, be named for the sevetBl 
eoanties in the province. Delugabw will then l>e a])pt»iutod to 
ftgoneni] congress; "and, when tlie ooloniee are oocc united 
in councils, wliat may they not effect!" At an early hour 
Dtokimon rotind from the meeting, of vhidi the epirit for 
esoHded his own ; but even the most soalons ncknowledgi^d 
the neoessi^ of deferring to hid ndvloe. Accepting, tliere- 
fore, looderation and prudence an their watchwords they did 
litUa more thin reeotvo that Boston vtsh snficring in the gen< 
end canse; and they ap})ointod a committee of intureolunial 
oorrespondenec, with Dickinson as itji chief. 

On tlie next day, tlie committee, at a meeting from which 
Dickinson stayed away, in a letter to Boston drafted mainly by 
William Smitli, embodied the system which, for the coming 
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year, was to control tlio eouiiselti of Ainericn. It propoe«i] a 
gaiera.1 congre^ of depiiti«B from tlie diftorent colonies who, 
hi firm ))ui dutihil t«nii^ shoiLld make to tho king a jietition of 
their righCK This, it wan bclieved._w:ould he granted thioug!] 
the inBuenco of the wise atid good in the mother country; 
the most eangouie predicted th»t the very idea of a general 
augresB would compel a change in the pohcy of Great HHt&in. 

Id like luauner, the Sfty-one who now rcprcnc-ntud tlie dty 
tuid coact; oi yew York adopted from their ]>redeceasoi« the 
plao of a coDtinental congreee, and to that body Uiey reforrud all 
qneetiom relating to eommeroc, tliug postponing the propoeal 
For an imniodiate siupeiuioD of trade, but committing tiiem- 
fielvtiA irr^vucsbly to uxiion and refilslanee. At the mme time, 
they invited every couoty in the colony to make choioo of a 
committee. 

The messenger, on his return with the letters from Phila- 
delphia and Xow York, found the ]ieoj>1e of Connecticut anx- 
ions for a congress c^cn if it fihonid not at once embrace the 
eotonies eoiith of the Potomac; and their couuatttce wisely 
entToated Maasacbu^etts to fix the place and time for its 
Diooting. 

At BoetoQ, the agents and snpporters of the Britieh minis' 
teTB ctrove to bend tlio finoneee of its ])eoplo by liolding up to 
the trodcemon the grim picture of misery and want; while 
IIiitcbinAon promieod to obtain in England a restoration of 
trade, if Uio town wonid but pay the tinit cost of the tea. Be- 
fore bin departure, one humlred and twenty-tbroo merchants 
snd others of Boston addressed him, " lamcnttiig the lot» of so 
good a governor," oonfoeeing the piopriety of indemnifying 
the Etxt India company, an<l ap])eAliag to his most benevolent 
disposition to procure by hi« repreaentationa some speedy re- 
lief; but at a (lUl meeting of ihv inerchanfat and traders the 
addrefls was ilisclaimed. Tbirtj-three citizens of ^[arblehead, 
who eigued a similar paj>er, brought upon thcmsclvea the 
public rrprolRition of tlirir towiisnuni. Twirnty-four Uwycr«, 
including judges of admiralt}' and attorneys of the crown, sub- 
Kiibed an extravagant pane;;yricof llutohinflOD's general char- 
■otw and conduct ; but those who for learning tmd. integrity 
nUMt ftdoraed their profetsicm, withheld their names. 
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On the other L&nd, ihis acccmty of a rBxpcmiio to the coTir- 
age of the people, tho hearty adhomon of the town of Provi- 
dence, luid the cheering letter from the old committee of Xew 
York, aninifttcd a majority of tho mercbimU of Boeion, and 
through their osamplc thoec of the proviace, to an eogagOQeiit 
to cciLsc nil ini[K>rtations from England. ConSdence preTiulod 
that their brethren, at least as far BOnth as PtiiladelphU, would 
embrace the same mode of peaceful registanee. Tho letteiT 
from that city was received with impatience. But Samuel 
Adams snppresBed all mnrmnm. " I am fully of the Farmer'e 
NentimeuU," aaid he; '^riolence and anbmisaiou would at thin 
time he equally fatal;*' hut he exerted hinutelf the more to 
promote the immcdiuto suBpenmoD of iximiiierce. 

The legtalatiire of Maseachufietts, on the last Wednesday of 
May, organized the government for the year hy the u^ual elec- 
tion of vouuciUors ; of these, the gorcotior negatived thirteen, 
among them James Bowdoio, Samuel Dexter, William PhiUipa, 
and Jolut Adama, than whom the province could not elioiv 
purer or ahlur men. The desire of the iwecmbly that ho would 
appoint a fast was refused ; **for,'* said he to Dartmouth, ''the 
roq^uest wa« only to jjive an npporttmity for wdition to flow 
from the pulpit." On Siittinlay, the tweQtj'-oighth, Samuel 
Adama was ou the point of proposing a general congreiw. when 
the aaaembly was ouexpectcdly pronigued, to meet after ten 
days at Balem. 

The people of Boston, then the mottt tloimithing commer- 
cial town on tho contineut, never regretted tlielr being the 
princi]>al object of niiniaterial vengeance. '* We ehall suffer 
in a good caose," Hiid the thoueands who depended on their 
daily labor for bread ; " the righteous Being, who takes care of 
the ravens tliat cry unto him, will provide for U6 and onra." 

Hcarte glovrcd warmly on the lionkfi of the Fatapsco. That 
admirable site for oommcrcc^whoee rivcr-eide and hill-tops are 
now covered with stately warehouses, mansions, and moim- 
ment«, whiMu liay sparklet ronnd the prowft of tlie swiftest 
harks, whose wharfs invite the wealtli of the West Indies and 
South America^ and whose happy enterprise, availing iuelf of 
Ub Deameaa to the weat, eends across the momitainK \tn iron 
pathway of many arms — had for a century been tenanted only 
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hy straggling cottages. Bat its coavcuient proximity to tlie 
Tiorilor cuuntica of PcoiiB^h'auia oud Virginia had been ob- 
eerrcd by Scotcb-Iriah Presbyterians and others; and witbin 
a ievF yean they bad created the town of Baltimore, wliicb 
already was the chief emporium vrithin the Cbeeapoake bay. 
Whea the moesajjes froui ibe old coiumittee of New Tork, 
fn)ui Pbiladelpliia, and from Boston, reached its inluibitnnts, 
they eonld not " see the least grounds for erpecting relief from 
a ptftition and remonstrance." Calling to mind the contempt 
with whieb for teu years tb^ petitions had been tliruHt ande, 
they were " convinced that something more sensible than eup- 
plicatioDB would beat eerve their purjxwe.*' 

After coniitiltatioii with the men of Annapolia, who 
promptly resolved to 6toi» all trade with Great Britain, the in- 
habitants of the city aad county of Baltimore advocated Bua- 
pcndiug commerce with Great Britain and the Wc^t Indies, 
chose deputice to a colonial eonvontion, rocommondcd. a con- 
tinental congress, appointed a numerous oomiuittec of corre> 
apondence, and eent cheering wortls to Oieir "friends" at 
Boston. " Th< Supreme Disposer of all events," said they, 
"will ttnnimite this eevore trial of your patience in a happy 
continnatioii of American frt'edoni.'' For this spirited condnet, 
Baltimore was apphiuded as the model; and it« example kin- 
dled new life in Ni;w York. 

On the twenty-eighth, the assembly of New llampshir^ 
though still desiring to promote harmony with the parent land, 
i"'L';tii it* oi^anixation for reasting encroachments on American 

Three days later, the people of New Jen«cy dcdarcd for a 
nspension of trade and a congroes, and claimed "to bo fellow- 
nfferere wHh Boston in tbo cause of Uberty." 

For South Carolina, the character of its labor forbade all 
thonght of ri\-alling British skill in manafactnres. Its wealthy 
iohabitaitts, Khumiiiig the occui>ation>t of eity life, loved to r&- 
dde in h(j>spitable elegance on their large and productive estates. 
Its annual exporta to the northern provinces were of small ac- 
count, while to Great Britain they exceeded two millions of 
dollars in value. Enriched by this pommerce, its people cht-r- 
isfaed a warm affection for the mother country, and delighted 
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in ecnding their sons ** home," as EnglaiMl was ctdlod, for their 
edueatioiL The harbor of Charleston was «lmoet uajfuariled, 
except hy the aand-harat its eutraace. The CWekii stid Ciiero 
keea od die ftxiutier, against wboia the EugUsh govemiuent 
had once been solicited hy South Carolina hereelf to scud orer 
a body of troops a» a protvctiuii, were still uuiucruui^ ntid wai^ 
like. Tlie negro Blavee, irLo in the oouutrr Dear the ocean 
rery far outnumbered the free, were so many hoeta^:e6 for iha 
■IlegiaLce of their mastere. The trade of Charle«tuu wutt in 
thfi bands of British factors, some of whom spcca3atcd already 
OD the coming confiscation of the rice-swampe and iiidigo-flelda 
of '*TOtuiy a bonnie rebel." The upland couiitry vos ntmier- 
oosly peopled by loyal men who felt do grieranoes. And yet 
the planters rofusod to take counsel of tlieir interests or their 
danger. ''Boston," said they, "is but the finst victim at the 
altar of tyranny." Keduoed to tlie dilemma eitliur to hold 
their liberties as tenants at will of the British house of com- 
mons, or to prepare for rcaistonoe, their choice was uevur in 
doabL "Tlie whole continail," tliey said, " must W animated 
with one great soa), and all Americans most pceolre to »tand 
by one another even unto death. Should thuy fail, the con- 
stitution of the mother country iteelf would loee its excellence." 
They knew tlia iinmineDt ruin which they risked ; but thoj 
"rcmonibc-rod that the bnppiucse of many goncratiom and 
many millions depended on their Epirit and constancy.'' 

The biir^:c8Bei of Virginia eat as iisoal in May. The exten* 
non of the pro\-iDco to the west and north-west was their great 
ambition, wUiali the ffovenior, greedy of a largo posscseion of 
land and of fees for conniving at the acquiaitious of others, 
selfishly seconded in Vagrant disregard of his inRtnictions. To 
Iddy Duiimore, who had juat arrived, the oHiemhly voted a 
congratnlatory addrem, and lbs members invited her to a ball 
The thought of revolution was not harbored ; but tia-y uono 
the kea held it tlicir duty to resist tbe syBteouatic plan tif jiar- 
liamentary dos]wtifim ; and, without waiting for an appeal from 
Boston, they resolved on it« dclivenmce. Fint among them 
u an orator stood Patrick Henry. But oloqneDeo was his least 
merit ; be was revered as the ideal of a patriot of Home in its 
Msterwt age. At tbe approach of doogu* his language gained 
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the boldneaa of prophecy. lie was borne op bj tlie strong 
support of Kicbord Ilcmy Lee and Wuhington. It cbuiood 
that Goorgo Mosod \ras thcD at WiUiamsbn^, a man of strong 
and LniQ aSocdoos; loaruod in eoostiratiocal law; a profound 
rcawnpr ; Loiiest and fBorless in council ; ahnnuing tlie ways of 
ambition from Borrow at the death of bis wife for whom ha 
never ceased to mourn; but earnestly mindfol of hia cotmtty, 
as becumti one vrhoae cbaateued spirit looked lieyoud the in> 
teo'eatfl of tlte tnotnent. After deliberation with tliexc aasoci' 
atea, Jcffersoo prepared the ivsolation wbioh, on the twenty- 
fourth, ut the iiiiitaucv of Robert Carter Kicholus, the lionee of 
bnrgesfes adopts!. In the nanio of Virf^iiia it nxxnunumded 
to their fellow-citizens that Ibe day on which the Boeton port 
act waa to take effect should be set apart " a.B a day of fasting 
and prayer, dcTontly to implore the dirinc interpoeition for 
averting the dreadful calamity which threatened destruction to 
their civil rigbta, and the evilu of a civil tvur ; and to give to 
the American people one heart and one mind firmly to oppose, 
by all just and proper means, eveiy injorj" to American rightB." 
The nmthe, vrhieh bound only the membov themselTefl, wa« 
distributed by express through tlieir respeedve connttea as a 
ganccEBl invitatiou to tliu people. Especially AVa^hiitgton eent 
the notice to hit coiuititneuts; and Mamn charged his litUo 
iioM of mns and daoghtcrs to keep the day striotly, and 
chnrch clad in mouruing. 
On the morntng which followed the adoption of thi» moas- 
are Dnnraore dittjolved the hoose. The burgeesee immediately 
lejMured to the Kaleigh tarem, about one hundred paces from 
the capitol ; and with Peyton Randolph, their late qicakor, in 
the chair, voted tliat llie attack on M»e6achu»etts n-as an attack 
00 all tilt! coloiiieet, to be oppowtl by tlie united wisdom of alL 
In conformity with this declaration, they advised for fntnre 
time an annual eontineutal congress. They named Peyton 
Bandulph, with othera, a committee of correspondence to invite 
* genera] coDciureace in this design. As yet social relations 
were not imbittered. Washington, of whom Dunnujre wKight 
infiimiation respecting weetem aifairs, contJnnod his visit* at 
the governor's houae ; the loll in honor of Lady Thmmore was 
well attended. Kot till the offices of courtoity and of patriot^ 
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ism wore fnlfillod did most of tbo borgeegw retnm bome^ leav- 
ing Uieir coiumittoe on dnty. 

On die aftenioon of Sunday, the twenty-nintl], the letters 
from Boston reached Williamfibarg. So important did tliey 
appear that tlie next morning, at ten o'clock, the committee^ 
kAving callL-d t«i their aid Washington and all other burgcsuce 
irho were still in town, inaiiguratvd a rcTolation. Being but 
tventj-fivo in number, they refused to o^ume Uio rcMponst- 
bility of dcfinito measures of rceistoncc ; but, ns the prorinoe 
was without a l^;ialatare, th^ summoned a convention of 
doli^tofl to be elected by tlia seversl oountief), and to meet at 
the eapitol on the 6r«t day of the ensuing Angtist 

Tlie reacoe of freedom even at the ooat of a civil war, a 
convention of the people for the regulaliou of their own in- 
ternal aflairH, an annual congreAH of all tiie colonies for the 
perpetual assertion of common rights, were the policy of Yir- 
ginia. "When the report of her nieaourea reached England, the 
etartlLMl tuiniKturs callud to mind liow often she Imd been tlio 
model for other colonies. Her inflaonoe continued undimin- 
uhcd ; and her eyatem waa promptly adopted by the people of 
l^orth CaroUna. 

"Lord Korth had no expectation that we sbonld be thue 
Rtutained," said Samuel AdaniH; "he tru9t«d that Boston 
would be left to fall atone." In three woeks after the receipt 
of the port act, less time than was taken by the nuacimoue 
British parliament for its enactment, tlie continent, a& " one 
great commonwealth,*^ made the cause of Boston it« oivn. 
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CHAPTER n. 



PBEr&BATIOSS FOB X QEHEEAL COXaBEM. 
JOKE-ACODBT 1774. 

Oir the tirst day of Juno LT74, lluteltmson embarked for 
Eng^d ; and, as the clocks in the Boston belfrica liniflhed 
striking twelve, the blockade of the harbor bcgnn. The in- 
babitaou of tbo town were cbicSy traders, fibipnTigbts, and 
eaibira ; and, since do anchor could be weighed, no eiul un- 
furleil, DO veeeel so miicb as launched from the stocks, their 
cliocrfiil iudtistrjr was at on end. No more are thaj to lay the 
keel of the fleet mercliantman, or shape tlie rib ayrometj^caUy 
for it*! frame, or strerigtiien the graceful Imll br kni^s of oak, 
or rig the well-proportioned masts, or bend the eaila to the 
jrards. The king of that country hud chuiged tbo busy work< 
(ilio[» into ecenes of oompuleory idleness; and the mo6t skil- 
ful naval artiaana in the world> with the keenest eye for formfl 
of bcuuty aud apoed, arc forood by act of parliament to fold 
th«ir bands. Want scowled on the laborer &s he sat with bis 
wife and children at Ida board The sailor roanied the streets 
liitlcjBly withoHt hope of employment. The law was exoeoted 
vidiarigor thnt went l)oyond the intentions of its sutbors. 
Kot ft 0OOW could be maimed to bring an ox or a eheep or 
a handle of bay from tlic islands. Water carriage from pier 
te pier, tlioiigh bat of lumber or brieks or Umo, was forbidden. 
The boats that plied between Boston aud Charleatowu could 
not feiTv a paircol of gooda acnxw Charles river ; the fisliermen 
of Marblehewt, wlien from their hard pursuit they bestowed 
qoiatols of dried tisli on the poor of Boston, were obliged to 
tnnapoK their ofieriiig in wagons by a circuit of tliirty mi\<x. 
Tlw wan^ooBca of tbo tlirif^ merchants were at onoe made 
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ralnelees ; the ooetly wliarfs wkicli extended far into tlie chaa- 
nd, and were so lately covered ■with the prodnce of the tropics 
and with English fiibrics, w«pe become solitaiy places; the 
liarbor, which had rceonnded ineessantlj with tho voices of 
proeperous commeroe, was disturbed by uo sounds but from 
British vesseU of war. 

At PLUadelphia, the beds of the churchea were miifHed 
and tolled, tUo ddpa in port hoisted their colors at half marf, 
and nine tenths of the houses, except those of the l-Viendtt, 
were shut daring the memorable first of June. In Virginia, 
the population thronged the clnircliiv ; Waehington attended 
thu sorvice, and strictly kept the fast. No firmer words were 
addreaeed to the eoffcrerfi tlion from Norfolk, which was the 
iaagwt pUoe of trade in that " woU-watCTod and extensive do- 
minion," and lay most exposed to elup«-of-war. ■' Our hearts 
are wanned witti nffectiun fur yon,^ rucIi was its mcneago; 
" wc address the Almighty Ruler to support you in your aftlio- 
Idona ; l)e aaeured we ooosidur yoii ax «uiTerIug in tliu eomuion 
cause, and look nj>an ourwlvea m iMiuud by lliu most sacred 
ties to sopport you." 

"If the pnlsc of the people," wroto JefTunion, " Iteat catmly 
under such an experiment by the new and tall now unlieaM of 
execntive power of a Britiah parliament^ another and another 
will bo tried, till the meoituro of despotaam lio tilled up." 

At thai liiuu the king was 60 oagor to f^ve elTnct to the 
law which subrertod the charter of Maseacliuaetta that, acting 
Qpoa infornuicion oouieaKdly insuffi<-icnt, he, with Dartmouth, 
made ont for that prorinoo a oonipforL* list of conwaUor^ called 
mandamus couuciUore from tlieir appointment by Ote crown. 
Copies of letton* from Franklin and fnwn Arthur Jj}0 bad ?>een 
obtained ; Gage was seei-etly ordered to procure, if ]K»i«ibIo, 
the originals, as the ground for arraigning their autliont for 
treason. Tliurlow and ^Vetldertmni fumiijiHl their opinion 
that the power to call for support from the military forces be- 
kmged to the governor as thu conaen'ator of t}ie pence in all 
casBB whataoGver. " I am willing to Ruppnw," wrote Dart- 
mouth, " tint tlie people will quietly enbinit to the correction 
their ill conduct has brought upon them ; " bnt, should thej 
not proTO 80 docilo, Qago waa required to bid the troo])6 tiro 
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npon them at Lis cli<icrction ; and vrm ioformed that all triuls of 
aniJ troojw for boniicides in America were, b^ a recent 
, of parUameot, removed to England. 
This H^titcm of inoosuroB was regarded hy its aatbora u a 
HMsterpiece of stateemaDBhip. Gut where waa truu greatness 
roally to be found ? At the council hoard uf vindictive min- 
jstent With the king, who preferred tho loes of a continent 
to a compromise of absolute power i Or in the hnmblo man- 
son of tlie proacribed Samuel Adams, who shared every ^rrow 
of his native town ? '* She aulfere," said ho, " with dignity ; 
and, rather than eubmit to the huiniliatiug terms of an edict 
barharoQK beyond precedent under the moe^t nheolnto mon- 
ardiy, she will pnt the malice of tyranny to tho fioverest trJaL 
Ad empire is rising in America; and Britain, by her multi- 
plied oj>prcastou&, is aeceterntiitg thiU uidtijjcndcncy wtiicli she 
dreadfl. We have a p*;^ to iiiHititaiii, to deeert which would 
eotatl upon us the onrses of posterity. The virtue of oiir an- 
oeetOfK in^jiircfl us ; they were contented with damn and nmA- 
8ek. l*'or my ovra part, I lave l)cvn wont to converse with 
poTcrty ; and I can lire happily with her the remainder of 
my day», if I con thereby contribute to the redemption of my 
oonntry." 

On tho second of June the Boston uommittee received and 
the two bills, of which tho one was to change tlic charter, 
le other to grant impunity to tho British anuy for acts of 
riolence in enforcing the new system. " They excited,*' wys 
their record, "a ja«t indignation in tlie mind of the commit- 
tee,'' whose memljers saw their option continod to abject snb- 
or an open rupture. They longed to escape the noces* 
aitf of the choice by devinng »omu nieastui! which iniglit 
11 ihctr oppreeaora to moderation and reason. Aocoi-dingly, 
rarren, on itiu fifth, reported "a eoh-mn league and covenant" 
ampend all commercial intercouT%c with the mother conn- 
ood neither to purchase nor coosume any merchandifie 
Great Britain after the hist day of the ensuing August. 
The iume6 of thoee who sliould refuse to sigQ the covenant 
to bo published t' "^ vorld. Copies of this paper were 
irdcd to every tos be province, with a letter entreat- 

ing the bubscrii>tions of 'c people, "as tlio lost and only 
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metliod of proeorvitig thi; loitd from slavery without dronching 
it in blood." 

" Nothing," BAxi the patriots, '* \b mora foreign from oar 
bearta thao a spirit of rebellion, notwithstanding we have been 
contending these ten yeare with Great Britain for our rights. 
"Wliat can tliey gain by the victory, Bhould they subjugate us il 
^bat will )>e tliu gtor}' of uiuttaviug tlieir children and broth- 
ers? Nay, how great will be the danger to their own liber- 
tiefll*' The people of the country towna in Uasgachn^etts 
figned " the leiigiie and oorenant," confident that they would 
bare only to sit Htill and aniiit the bloodlees restoration of 
their rights. In this expecrtation they were confirmed by the 
opiniona of Burke and of Franklin. 

From the committee-room lu Fanuuil Hull, Samuel Adams 
liastcned to the general aeacmbly, whoeo first act at Salem was 
a protest against the arbitrary order for it£ removal. The 
eooncil, in making the cnatomary reply to tlie govcmor'e 
iq>eech, was listened to as they laid cWm to the rights of Eng- 
lishmen without dlminutiou or " abridgmeut.^' But when they 
proceeded to read their hope " that his administration would 
be a happy contrast to that of his predQceesors,** Gage inter- 
rnpted didr elialrmau and refu«ed to rvoeive the addreas, 
paring as hi« reason that the coiKJuct of tlioee predeoee»orA had 
been approved, and thcroforo tlio language ** was an insult to 
the kiug and an aifnmt to hiniM-lf." 

The bouso of roprcwentativee was^he fnlleet ever known. 
The continent looked to them to lu the time and plac« for the 
meeting of the general congreu. This required the utmost 
eeciecy, for any perceptible movement would bare beoD fol- 
lowed by an instant di^aolution. The governor hopc<l tliat the 
l^islatiire would lead the way to eoncei«ion, and that, on the 
arrival of more troops, an indemnity to the Kast lu<liu com- 
pany would find flupportera. 

" Don't pay for an onnce of the damned tea,** wrote Gads- 
den, on the fonrteenth of Jnne, as he shipped for the {xwr of 
Boston the first gifia of rioc from the plantera of Carolina. 
On that day the foiirtli ru^ment, ftSbwn as "the king^s own," 
encamped on Boston common ; tlieStext, it waa jouied by the 
forty-third. Two oompaniea of artillery and cjglit pieces oi 
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ordnaace bad already re-enforced Castle William ; uud more 
bd^talione of iofantr)' were liourlj expected. Ttio fnende of 
govcnuucnc cxortcd evorj art to win over iha tradeemeii. 
*' There will be no coogrees," tbey Haid; "jS'ew York will 
never appoiut uii'tubi-nt ; 7tla)^a<7hiisijttfi mnat ft*el that she is 
deserted.'' To a uieeting of trndesinen, a plausible speaker 
rentared to recommend for consideration the manner of pay- 
ing for the tea; and, after some altercation, they separated 
vitbout coming to any resolution. Bnt WaiTcn, encouraged 
by the glowing letter from Baltimoi-e, proved to his friendii 
tlut (be payment in any form would open thu way even to a 
total aubmissiou. " Vigilance, activity, and patience," he cried, 

^*'aro noooeury at this time ; but the miatrcee we aerre is lAh- 
ertj^ and it id better to die than not to obtain her." " Wc eliall 
bo saved," be added ; and, that no cloud might rest on the 
"fortitude, honest}', and foresight '' of Boston, a town-meeting 
VBS called for the following Fridiiy. 

Samuel Adanm necoived a giimmone to come and goide 
its debates, but a higher duty kept him at Salem. Ue had on 
one evening secretly consulted four or five of his colleagnes ; 
ou another, a lai^r number ; on the tliird, eo many aa thirty ; 
and oa the morning of Friday, ihe (ieveuteeut.li of June, con- 
fident of luviiig the control of the tiouM, one hundred and 
Iwentj'-nino being present, be locked the door, and proptaed a 
continental congrew, to meet ou tlie liret day of September at 
PhihuluIpLia, where tlicro was no army to interrupt its aee* 
ItODs. Bowdoin, Samuel Adams, John Adams, OuKliiug, and 
Ert Treat Paine were choaen delegates. To defray their 
expenses, a tax of £ve hondred pounds was apportioned on the 
>viuce. The towns were charged to afford speedy and con- 

^ituit relief to Boston and Cliarlestown. Domestie mannfao- 
tone were encouraged, and it waa strongly recommended to 

Ldiscontinue the nm of all gootls imparted from the East ludiee 

limi Great Britain until the grievances of America should be 
Jcally rodrosaed. 

Id the midst of these procee<lings the governor sent his 
etary with a measage for diasoKing the assembly ; but ho 
at its door in viiin, and could only read the procUma- 
lion to tha crowd on die stairs. 
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The Dumber which on that same day thronged to the town- 
meetin'? in Foneml Ilall was greater than the room would hohl. 
Saiuuul Adams wae not mused, for hia kinsman, John Adaiiiii^ 
-was electctt moderator. The frieuda to the itchcme of iodem* 
nifyiog the East India companjr fur their lot« were invited to 
"apeak freely," that a matter of audi importance might lie 
lairi^ diseu^aed ia the preeeaoe of the geueml hodjr of the 
people; hut not a man roac in dvfenco of Qui pnipoeltion. 
The blockade, the AenU, tho army, could not bring out a aynip- 
torn of compliauce. 

A month before, John Adimw hud Faid: "I have very 
little conuectiou with pubhc afiainn, and 1 hope to have leas." 
For many yearn he liad refueed to attend town-meetings ; he 
had kept aloof from the oommittce of correspondence, and had 
had DO part in concerting tlie dostnictioa of the tea. The 
morning of that day dawned on lujn in private Hfe ; the even- 
ing saw him a reprewntative of Massacliiisetti* to the general 
congress. That summer be followed the circuit fur the hut 
time. "Great Britain," tttua Sevrall, lua friend and awociate 
fit tho bar, oxpoetulatod with him, as tlioy etrolled together oa 
the hill that OTOrbangs Ca^co bay with iXe tliouttimd i»leH, 
*' Great Britain is detcrminod on hor eyetirm ; and her power 
is irreeifltiblc.^' " Swim or eiak, ]xre or die, iorrivc or fwrish 
with my country, is my unalterable detenninatioo,'' antwercd 
Adam*. " I wjc wo mmt pari,'' rejoined Sew»ll ; " but this 
kdieu is the abarpeat thorn on which I ever set my foot." 

Tu-o days in advaitce of MaMadinsetts, th» assembly of 
Bhode Isknd niinnimouely choao delegatoe to the general con- 
greu, which they dc«ired to aee annually renewed. 

The people of Maryland met at AunapoUn on the twenty- 
eeoond of June, and, beftiru auy meeeage had be«n re«!i%'ed 
irom Salem, cUKrtcd ddegatei to the ooagreas. With a mod- 
esty wortiiy of tlieir courage, tliey apologized to Virginia for 
moving in advance, pleading as their excuse the inferiority of 
their province in extent and numhera, eo that lem time w 
needed to ascertain its eentimBiite. 

The martyr town WW bonw up in its agony by inesBagcs 
of sympathy. From Jklarbkliead came offers to the B^etoit 
merchants of the gratnitoaa uae of its harbor, its wharfj^, ita 
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wareliouftes, and of all Qeoesaary personal sttendance in lading 
and DnUdlng good*. FortTTciglit peraoM were fouud in Salem, 
wilting to entreat of tia^ bis ''' piiironagu fur Uiu Lnidc of Uiat 
pUoe;'* but a hundred and tn-entj-five of its mcrchance and 
freeboldwa, in an addroaa drafted by Timothy Pickering, re- 
Dlled the ungoncroue tbought "of mising their fortunes on 
ruin of tbeir suffering neigbWra." 
The govomor, in bin auHwer, tbrew all blame ou Bueton 
for refuiung to iudemnify the East India eom[)any; and Ite 
einpioji^d uver)' device to piwJuo© oomplianee. It was pnb* 
lisbed at the comem of the nCr»;tii that Pennsylvania would 
nfuBQ to suspend commerce ; that tlie society of Friends woald 
nreet every atep toward war; that New York would never 
name deputies to a oongrefla ; tluit the i>ower of Great Sritain 
oonld not fail to onsh ronfitunce. Tlie cxatiperation of the 
idfish at their loeees, the innate rererence for order, tlie ba- 
Utoal feeling of loyalty, the deeply ecated love for England, the 
tenor Losplred by regiments and slupe-of-war, the allui-emcDts 
of oQicLal faror, the confidence that the long mmt prevail, dis- 
posed a coD^dcmbla body of men to concession. 

So great was the thi'ong to the Boston town-meoting of the 

btwenty-seventh of Jnne, it was adjourned from Faneuil Hall 

to the Old Soatb niceting-honse. There the opposition tona- 

Brud tbeir utmost Btreogtli, in the hope of oarryiug a vote of 

feensare on the oomniittee of t»rre«poudenoe. The question of 

paying for the tea was evaded, while " the league and core- 

naat" waa cavilled at. It was proposed that Boston, like New 

York, should eupetucde the old t!iimiiiittt% by a more moderate 

one. The j)atriut Samuel AdamK, lindiug himwlf not only 

Liproecribed by the king, but on trial iu a Boston town-meeting, 

[left the chair, and took bi:> place on the floor. Ilia cncmice 

ad with Imu in debate till dark, and, at their own request, 

were indulged with an adjournment. Ou tlic next day, notwith.- 

^itanding the utmost csertlon of the influence of tbc govcm- 

it, tlio motion of ceueure was negatived b}' a vast majority. 

The town then, by a dcoiiive vote, bore tta teetunony *' to the 

^upright intentions and honest zeal of their oommittce of cor* 

ance,^' and desired them ''to continue tttetulfaet in the 

of well-duuig." Of the opposition, one hundred and 
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twenty-nine, chiefly the addreaaen to Hntclututon, confident of 
a speedy triumph through the power of Britain, ortenta t iondy 
86t their names to a protect, wliipb, under the appcaranee of 
anxiety for the proepcriiy of the to^vu, recommended un- 
qualified BubmifsioQ. Tliey n-ou1d liave robbed Boston of it£ 
great name in the annak of the world. 

Tlic governor hurried to the aid of his partisans; and on 
the following day, witlioat the consent of the council, iflaaed 
the proclamation, from which Dritifih influence never reooT* 
ered. lie called the combination not to purchase articles imJ 
ported from GruiLt BritaiQ *' oawanantable, hoHtilc, and traif 
ioroos;" its eubseribers, "open and declared enenite« of the] 
king and parliament of Great Britain;" and he "enjoined &i\ 
ma^tratcs and other otfiecrs, vricltin the fioveral counties of 
tlie proviuee, to apprehend and necure for trial uJl jwn^oiu wba 
might pohlifth or xign, or invite othcrH to ugu, the covenant." \ 

For any piirpoeo of iimking arrests the proclamation was ^ 
nseleM; hnt, w the exponcjit of the temper uf the British \ 
administration, it was read thronghoat ttie continent with uu- i 
coDtroUahle indignation. In Boston it was the project of Gage j 
to fasten chargee of reb^Uiou on individual)) lut a pretext for ' 
aending tbem to jail. On Friday, the first of July, Admiral 
Graves arrived in the Prwton, of edxty gnus; on Saturday,, 
the train of artillery vrm enramjietl on the common by the aid^ 
of two regiments that were there before, thi ilonday, these ' 
-were r&enforced by the fifth and thircy-oighth. Arreets, It ', 
VHS confidently reported, wore now to lie made. In this mo-/ 
ment of greatest danger the iloeton conmiittee of correapond-j 
enee^ Samuel Adauis. the two Grecnleafs, Molineu.\, Warrcnj 
and otiiers being present, conFidcrcd the rumor that some of, 
them were to be taken np, and voted unanimously " that they\ 
would attend their baaueas as iisoal, unless prevented by brutal 
force." 

The attempt to intimidate gave an impulse to tlie cov»> 
nant At Plymouth, the subscribeta inereased to about a hun* 
dred. The general oxeuwd himself for not exoonting his 
threats by complaining that the edicta of towD-meetings coa* 
trolled the pulpit, the press, and the multitude, uvcniwi^t the 
judges, and screened "the guilty." *'Tbe unirpation," said 
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he, " hafl by tiiue acquired a firmneis that is not to be anni- 
hilated at once, or \>y ordiiiaiy metliods." 

The arriTal of Jlntchinsoii in England lulled the Iciiig into 
momentary security. Tryon, from New York, had said that 
the ministers muftt pnt forth the whole power of Great Britain 
if tliey wouU^ bring America to tlit'irfe«t; Oarletou thoiiglit 
it not safe to undertake a march from the St, liiwrence to New 
York with less tlian ten thousand men; but Hutchinson, who, 
on renchinp: London, was harried by Dartmouth to the royal 
presence, adsurcU tlie king tliat the port bill was " the only wise 
Bud effective metho<l *' of bring^'iig the people of So«t«n to 
eiibmi«Bion ; that it hod occasioned among them extreme alarm ; 
that no one colony would comply with their request for a gen- 
eral RUK[}en!<ioD of commerce; that Rhode Island had accom- 
panied it« r^-fnaal with a sneer at their eelfiRhness. The king 
Ibteood eagerly, lie had been greedy for all kinds of stories 
rGit|M>cting Gostou ; had been told, and had hclievcd, that 
]IntrhinR>it had needixl a giiani for his personal Rafetr; that 
the New England ministers, for tlie eake of promoting liberty, 
piieached a toleration for any immoralitice; that Hancock's 
hilla, toe large amount, had been dishonored. lie knew fome- 
thing of the political opinions even of the Uoston ministers, 
not of Cliauncy and Cooper only, but of Pcmberton, whom, as 
a friend to go%'erament, he esteemed **a very good man," 
thoDgh a disacnter. The name of John Adams, who had only 
in .lone commeuced hia active public career, had not yet been 
jflioanl in tlic palace which he was eo soon tu enter m the min- 
sr of a republic. Of CiiEhing, he estimated the importance 
highly. Aware of the controlling power of Samuel Adams, 
h« asked: *' "Wbat gives him hia influenced" and lIutchinAon 
" A great pretended seal for liberty, and a most in- 
Bxiblo natural temper. He waa die first who asserted the in- 
dependeju^ of the coloniea upon the miprcmc authority of the 
For nearly two liotirs the king continued hie in- 
dr^and waA oncouniged in thu delation that lloeton would 
be left mistipported. The antlior of the pleasing iDtoUigcnoe 
lod a large pension, was offered the rank of l)aroQet, and 
oonnilted as an oracle ; among others, by the hiatorian 
Gibbon. 
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/.-.•♦IliAVc just ««jn tho governor of ilaesnclmsetts," wrote 
tfaekktgto Lord North, "and 1 am now well wiivincod tho 
irroTince will MKm eubmiu" Bnt, an souD as the true character 
of the port act became known in America, every colony, every 
tntVy every Tillage, hd(I. as it were, the iumites of every bonae, 
felt it afi a woond oi their ailections, and vied with each other 
in liltendity. The rocord kept at JBoftlon ebovB that "tho pa- 
triotic and gcneroiw people" of South Carolina were the first to 
mioiitter to the sufferers, eending early in June two hundred 
barrels of rice, and ]>roiui£ing eight hundred luore. At Wil< 
min^n, North CaroUna, tlio itam of two thoiisund pounds 
currency waa raised in a few days ; the women of the place 
gave liberally ; Parker Quince offered Im ve«el to carry a load 
of provi^ioiiH fruiglit free, and mooter and mariners volunteered 
to navigate her without wages. 

Hartford was first in Couuecticut to pledge aasistance ; but 
the evlieat donation was of two liundrod and Bfty-eight i>1ieep 
ifom Windham. '* Gentlemen" of Xorwicli drove two hun- 
dred and ninety-one, tlit; ^ft of tliat town. " Tlw taking away 
of civil liberty will involre the nun of religions liberty," wrote 
the miaiifters of Connccticnt to the luinisters of Boston, cheer- 
ing them to bear their heavy load *' with vigorous Cbrlstian 
fortitude and reeolution." "Wliile we complain to heaven 
ud earth of the cruel upprcatdou we are under, woaecriljeright- 
•onanees to God,'^ was the auswer. "The mipriaiiig onion of 
the oeloniee affords encouragement. It is an iocxliaastible 
Hforoe of comfort that the Lord God omnipotent reigncth." 

The small parisli of Brooklt'n, in Connecticut, through their 
C^Hnniittoe, of whicli Uiael Putnam was a member, opened a 
CQrrespondt'nce with Borton. *' Your nul in favor of liU-rty," 
they said, '• has gained a oamo that shall perish but with the 
glorious constellations of heaven." Throngbont New England, 
the towns fmiit rye^ flour, peas, oattle, sheep, oil, fish, whatever 
kud ur aea could furnish, and sometimes gifts of money. The 
French and Eogltah inhabitants of Quebec jointly shipped a 
UuHUBnd and forty bushels of wheat. 

Delaware devised plans far sending relief annually. A 
Bpccial chronicle could hardly enumerate all the generous 
deeds. Maryland and YirginiiL contributed liberally, being 
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resolved that tlie men of Boston, who were deprived of their 
daiiy labor, should not low their daily brc-ad, nur Ih; coinpolled 
to change their residence fur want. Washington bca<lcd a sub- 
HcripUon paper with a gift of Hfty pounds, and. on the eigh- 
t€cnUi of July, he presided at a convention of Fairfax county, 
where tw«nty-foTir vei^* coiuprchciiEive resolutions, which bad 
lieeu drafted by George Hasoii and carefully revitted by a oom- 
inittc«, were wltii hut one dissentient voice adopted by the 
&i>choldera and inhabitants. They derived tho settlement of 
Virginia from a eoleuin compact with tho crown, conceded no 
ngfat of li^iMUtion tx> th« British piHiainent, ncknowludged 
only a conditional acqiiiescence in the SKts of navigation, enn- 
ineRited the various infringements of Ajnerican rights, pro- 
pofied non-importation and, if ncocesary, non-exportation as 
moina of temporary resistance, urgixl tlie appointment of a 
coufcniss of depntied from all the coloniefs and reciimincuded 
that tbac congrass aliouJd eonjurc tlift king "not to rt-duce hia 
faiUif u! subjects to a state of desperation, and to reflect that 
from their sovereign there conld be but one appeal.*' Ab to 
the farther importation of eluvea, their words were: "We 
take thif Oj'^iKjrt unity of declaring onr raoet earnest wishes to 
eee an entire stijp furever pnt to such a wicked, cruel, and un- 
oaetiral trade." Those resolros, wliieh expressed " tho sense of 
the jxM>i>lo of Fairfax county," were ordered to be prufeontod to 
the tiret convention of Virpnia. *'We are not contending 
■gunat paying the dnty of thrvepenoe per pound on tea as 
burthensrnne," said Wa-shington ; '* no, it is the right only that 
wc have all along disputed.'' 

Beyond tlie Blue Ridgu, the eniignuiba on the lianks of tho 
Shenandoah, niaiw of thcni Germans, met at Woodtitock, and 
with Muhlenberg, then a clergyman, soon to be a military 
chief, derotod themeelvea to the cause of liberty. Ilighcr up 
the valley of Virginia, where tlie plongh already vied with the 
ritlc, nn<I the Iianly hunters had liegim to till the aoil, the sum- 
mer of that year ripened the wheat-fields of the pioneers not 
for themselves alone. WTien the sheaves had been harveeted, 
and tlie c^rii threshed and ground in a conntiy as yi-t poorly 
provided, with bamii or mills, the backwoodsmen of Augusta 
county, without any pa^ through the motrntaioB that coidd be 
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called a rood, delivered at Fredeiick one bundrcd aiid tliirtjr* 
BoreQ barrels of fioav as their remittance to Uie poor of Hoetoa. 
Cheered by the universaJ gympatby^ its inhabitaute "were de- 
tennincd to hold out, and appeal to the justice of the coloiiiea 
and of the world," trusting ui God that " these tliingH ationld 
1>e ovemiled for the establishmeDt of libt^j, virtue, and hap- 
pineas in America.'* 

Georgg IIL ranlced "Ncn- York next to Boeton in oppoai- 
tion to goremment." Thero wa£ no placo vhero a eoojfreas 
was more desired, and none where tlie determinations of the 
oongTosa were more sure to be obaerved. The ntimeroiw emi- 
grants from New England brought with tbcm >'ew England 
principlte ; the Dntch, as a body, never loved Britain. Of two 
great fainiHeti which the ayatem of manorial granl^t tiad raistxl 
up, the Lintigb^ons inclined to repubLicaiiifiin, and, nniting 
activity to wealth and ability, exercised a prcdonxinant influ- 
ence. The Dclauoejrs — who, by taking nd^'aiitoge of temponuy 
prejadices, had, four yoare heforu, carried tlm aseemhly — no 
longer retained the pahlic confidence, and onteido of the Icgift- 
laturc tlitiir powor wad iinpurcc)>tiblo. 

After being severed from Holland, itfi mothercountry, !New 
York had no attachment to any European state. All agruud in 
the neeesaity of resiatiDg tho protensions of England ; bat dif- 
ferences arose as to tlie persons to be intmsted with the direc- 
tion of that reeiatanco, and as to the imminence and extent of 
tho danger. The merchants wiahed no iutermption to eom- 
meroe; tlie Dutclt Uefortned ohunh, aa well aa the EpUco- 
palians, were not (r^ from jealousy of tlie Congr^atioiialii^ts, 
and the large landholders were alarmed by the social equality 
of New Knglanil. Thi; people of New York had destroyed 
coustgmiieDta of the Ea«t India comjxiny'.t tea ; but the Bnlish 
ministry bore their act without rebuke, striving by blond lan- 
guage to lull tlicm into rt-posc. Tlie executive offiixirw had for 
aeirenU years avoided etrife witli the ase^mbly. The city bad 
been the centre of Britiah patronage, and frienda had been 
iron by the diatribuiioii of contracts, and sometimes by c«ni- 
misaiona in the army. Tbo organs of tho ministry were to 
promiao on the part of the crown a spirit of equity, which its 
oondnct toward tlie province aeemod to warrant as sincere. 
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The lovera of peace, wliicli is always 80 dear to a commercial 
column iiitr, revoltc<l at tho tlioughb of an "spjiCEil" to arms, 
cangtit e3j];erly at ereiy chajtoe of an honorable escape from a 
de«p«nLte conflict, and exurted tliein5olve» strenuouiily to eecnre 
tiw management of affaire to men of property. For this ond, 
they relied on the ability of John Jay, a 3'oung lawyer of New 
York. Descended from Kiignenot refngee*, educated in the 
city at its college, of tho wverest purity of momls, an able 
writer, and a ready speaker, Iiis superior endowments, his activ- 
ity, and his zeal for libarfy, vrera tempered by a love for onjer. 

wMe van botli shy and prom), and hm pride, thongli it became 
leaft visible, enffered no diminution from tuue. Tenacious of 
hi» pnqjoftcfl and his opinions, Hcnaitive to indignities and 
prone to euddeu resentment^ not remarkable for aelf'poeeee- 
fliaa, with a countenance not tinuncd to concealment, neither 
easy of acccee nor prompt in his advances, he was alike witlt- 
ont talents or inclination for intrigue, and but for bis am- 
hEtion, whii-h he always subjeoted to his sense of ri^lit, he 
would liave eeemed fonneil for a life of etudy and retirement. 
On the fourth of July IT?*!, it was carried in tlie committee 

tof fifty-one tliat delegates idiouhi be selected to servo in the 
eneral congress. SeonB, who was etill foremost in the con- 
fidence of the mechanics, geconded by Peter van Brugh liv- 

(JngHton, a man of great intelligence, pniptwed John Morin Scott 

.hod Alexander Macdongall. Titter candidates could not have 
been fonnd ; but they were both passed over by a great ma- 
jority, nnd the cominittee nominated Philip IJringston, Alsop, 
Low, Dnane,and Jay, all of wliom as yet repressed the thought 
of independence. The maes of the inhabitants resolved to de- 
feat this selection. On "Wodnceday, the sixth of July, many 
of tbcni, eepcciiiJty mechanics, a£«ombted in the Fields; and, 
with Maedougall in the chair, they recommended the Boston 
Ucy of snupending trade, and approved a genenU cougrcn, 
whiob, after tlie example of Virginia, they proposed to elect 

itatives by a colonial convention. 
The committee of fifty-one, keeping steadily in view the 
hope of conciliation with England, disavowed the meeting in 
the Fields. A minority of nine, Sears, Maedougall, A^'nn Bnigh 
Livin^rioD being of tlie number, in their turn diMvowod the 
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oommittee from wbicU tbej withdrew. The ooDservative parly, 
on their (iide, tifferud rt»olutioiig whidi Jay had drafted, and 
which eeemed to i^ucAtion Llie conduct of Bwton in deetroyiog 
tho tea ; hut the people, moved bj tiie eloquence of Johu Mo- 
rin Soott, rcjcoUsd them as wuutiug in vigor and teiKliiig to 
diflonion. 

Id tbJB way began the conHict of two parties which were to 
incrcjieo tu importance and epsead tiuwigfaout the country. 
The one held u- what vas ostabltsli«d and made changes only 
from ueceasit; ; the otJier weloonicd reform and went oat to 
meet it. The one uncLorcKl on men of pn>]ierty ; the otlicr oQ 
the mass of the people : tlie vne, loving liljer^, was ever aux- 
looB for ordn* ; the other, firmly attached to order whtdi it 
never doubted its power to uiaiutaui, was mainly anxioua for 
freedom. 

During this strife in New York the inhabitants of South 
Carolina held in Charlt-titou a meeting which continued tlirough 
three days. The mercliantA, among whom were factors for 
Briti^b houses^ agreed with the pbuiters in the ncccfitsity of a 
coEgreea, to which both partiea, by way of oomprouuse, referred 
the regnlatiou of commerce. As tlie electioD of depnties was 
to be contested, the name of each voter wae re^^istered^ and tha 
ballot kept open till nildntght on the seventh. It then appeared 
tiiat tbo plantois had okctM Gadaden, Lynch, and JoUu Rut- 
led|^ the boldeet numbers of thecoogreaBof i;Co, with Kdword 
Katledge and Middleton. Tbe del(^t«8 elect were eni|x>w- 
ered to agroe to a tiURpcnsion of eiqwrts a» well as importti. A 
geneml committee of ninc-t^-nine Avas ap[)oiutod, of whom the 
disproportiooate number of thirty were taken frum Charteitton, 
and nearly nit the rest from the parishM near the sea. In dae 
time, the house of assembly^ meeting at eight in the morning, 
just half an hour before tlie govonor Bent to proix^pic tbcm, 
fxmfirmcci tltcxe proceedings and ratified the clioioe of delegates 
to ooiigren^. 

The conveuUon of Pennsylvania, vhioh, with Tliomus 
'Willing for it4 president, was but an echo of tlio opiniiin uf 
Dickinson, iv«oiiuu«nded an indemnity to the East India com- 
pany, dissuaded from suspending trade, and advised the gentler 
mstbod of a claim of redress. Tho idea of independence they 
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diaowacd atid abborrcil. U Britain woul<l repeal the obnoxioaa 
acts, tbrv wero ivady to engage their obedience to the acU of 
Dari^tioD, and to settle an annual revenue on the king, subject 
to tho control of parliaiatiot. Ttiey rt-forrud tlio clioice of dele- 
gates to tbu prupriutary atitwtiibly, in which Qoakera and ray- 
aiifita had a majority ; for DiddosoD deaired to "mintflin tho 
proprietary goverument and charter. 

Theee views, whicli were iutendcd lu instmctione from the 
people to tbo men who might bo chorea to represent tbem in 
Qongro£S, Dickinson accompanied with a moet elaborate argu- 
luent, iu wliiuli tlie rights of thij colonies were confinned by 
cdtstioQs from a long train of lawyers, philosophers, poets, 
statesmen, and dit'Iuett, from thu timuH of Sophocles and AriH- 
totle to Beccaria and Blackstone. Tenderly enaceptible to tho 
ideia of justice and right, he reftued to believe that a )3n*tif)h 
nuniatry or king could be deaf to his appeaht ; and he ahruuk 
from j^icrilling the furtuuca and livw of millions. His enccess 
in aliayiog tho impaedoned eathusiaam of patriotiam went be- 
yond hid intentions. The assembly of Penuaylirania, which 
vae suddenly eall«d together on the eighteenth of July, pa£Bed. 
him over in eleeting their delegates to the continental eongrees, 
and pntferred GaHoway, tlieir speaker, wlnwo loyalty to the 
king admitted of do question and who waa so^tenid to draw up 
hia own imitnicliona. 

1q Is^ew Jeney, WitlierBpoon^a Presbyterian minister, presi* 
dent uf Princeton college, and " as high a Son of Liberty as 
any man in jVmcrica," met the committee at New BniiWHlek ; 
■ud with William Ijvuigstoii labored to instmct their delegatus 
that the lea ^hooid not be paid for. The matler was left to the 
general congreea, to which AVllliam Livingston waa chosen. 

From New Hampehire, the members of its eonvt-ntion 
brought with them money, contributed by the eereral towna 
to defray tho cxpeuaca of a representation in congress. The 
inhabitants of that province solemnized their action by keep- 
ing a day of fasting and public jiniyer. MadsaohiLsetta did the 
umo; and Gogc, who looked with stupid indifference on the 
Epeclaclc of /hirteen culoniea organizing themselves as one peo- 
[je. oil occasion of the fast iauied a proclamation against " hy> 
poeriey and aedition." 

Tou IT,— a V 
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Meantime, New York had grown weaiy of diswiwions, 
The persons nominated for congresw gave in \m'ting a Betisfac- 
tory profeaaion of Uieir zeal fur liberty ; and, on the twoQty- 
fiOTonth of Joly, the nomiuatioD iras unanimouely ratlAtKl by 
tlio inliabitantB. Yet the delegation waji lukewarm aad di- 
Tided, leaving Virginia to give the example of energy* and 
courage. 

Diinmore liad insuod writs for an aesembly ; but the dele- 
gates from the counties of Virgiaia none tho lees caine to- 
gether ID convention. Illnees detained Jefferson on the road, 
but he sent for inepection a paper which foreahadowcd tho 
declaration of indepoidcnce. It was presented by Pe^'ton 
Baiidolpii, and printed by Borao of the dekgatee. Knuiuerat- 
ing the grievancea which allected all the eoloniea, it made a 
gpedal compkint of a wrong to Virginia. " For the meet 
trifling reasons," said be, "and somiytimea for no ooneeiraUs 
reason at all, his majeaty has rejected laws of the most wdiitary 
tendency. The abolition of domestic ahiTery ia the great ob- 
ject of desire in those colonies where it was nnhappily intro- 
duced in their infant state. Itub, previous to tlio ciifnincliiiio- 
ment of the slaves we have, it ia neoeeeary to exclude all farther 
importations from Africa ; yet our repented attempts to ufToct 
this by ]irobibitions, and by imposing duties wbirh mlglit 
amount to a prohibition, have been hitherto defeated by his 
jnajes^g negative, thus preferring the inuuediato advantage 
of a few British corsairs to tbo lasting interests of the Ameri- 
can states, and to tho rights of human natare, deeply wounded 
by this iafamouii practice." Of thistc words erery heart oo- 
Intowledged the justice. Moreover, tlio Fairfax roBolvee, in 
Tbiok George Uuon and HITashington had given tbeir solemn 
jadgment against the slave-trade, were brouglit by the Fairfax 
delegates before the convention ; and, in August, that body 
came to the unanimous vote : " After the first day of Novem- 
her next wo will neither ourselves imjiort nor purduiHC any 
slave or slaves imported by any otlier person, either from Af- 
rica, the Wept [ndiea, ae any otlier place." 

On the aSain of MsMachosetts the temper of the Virgini- 
ans ran exceedingly high. "An innate spirit of freedom,'* 
SQch were tho words of Washington, *' tolls mo that tbc meas- 
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UKA which the administration are most violently pursuing ore 
opposed to ev«ry principle of natural jostice." He wm <mt- 
itaiu that it was neither the wish nor tlio interest of iny goT- 
lent on the continent, ecparstcly or cotlecCiToly, to set up 
independoDce ; but ho rejected indignantly the ckiin of par- 
lUment, and mw no *' raason to expect anything from their 
justice.'* '* The crisis," he said, " is arrived when we niuet 
assert oar rights, or submit to every iiuposLtioa that con ba 
heaped upon us, till ciiatom and nae shall make U5 tumo and 
abject elavea." From the first, he waa convinced that there 
vaa r»ot "anything to be expoebod from petitioning." "Ought 
we not, then," he exclaimed, "to put our virtue and forti- 
tudo to tlie severest teat?" Thus Washington rcaeonod 
with hia friends. In the convention, Richard Ilcnry Lee and 
Patrick Henry were beard with aueli d«Ii}>lit that the one wag 
OOmpared to Cicero, the other to I>tiniast!ien{». But Wasbing- 
tOQ, who ntiver wm able to see dietrcse without a desire to 
assoage it, made the most effective speech when he uttered ttie 
wlah to ^ raidc one thousand men, subsist them at Im own ex- 
pense, and march at their liead for the relief of Bogton." 

Through the press, (he great lawyer Thomson Mason denied 

■ the right of u Hritifih parliamout tu make lawK for the ooto- 

iee, and specially held np the laws of navigation "as a badge 

of slaverj-, never to be submitted to." The wrongn done to 

iBoston eoemod to him " little less than a declaration of war," 

f" ia order to nuke the lepelling of illegal force one geneial 

act of all ^Vmerica, let each colony," said he, " Bond a quota of 

men to perform this service, and let tlio respoctivo quotas be 

Battled in the general congn^es. Th&Kt moaaiiros will be the 

most moderate, the most constitutional, and the most effectnal 

yon can puraoe. I do not wish to survive the liber^ of ray 

cotmtij one angle moment, and am determined to risk my 

all in supporting it" 

The resolves and inatmddons of Virginia claimed that the 
renirirtionfl on navigation sliontd be restrained. Especially 
wero tbey incensed at the threat of Gage to nse the deadly 
mapon of oonetmctivc trusMu against kiicIi inhabitants of 
MMwaohnaetta, as should assemble to consider of their griev- 
fuoes, and form asociations for their oominon conduct j and 
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thej voted that " the sttempt to execute tills illegal and odioiu 
prDclftmntlon would jmtifjr refilatance md reprtial." 

The first proTincial congreffi of North Carolina met in 
AngQ^ at Newbem, under Ibe ejre and in defiance of ita gov- 
ernor. In their comprehenaire roaolutioiis the rights of Amer- 
ica Trero clearljr stutod and ahoolutoty claimed ; a convention of 
a cotmtj in MaasachnMtts coald not hare better enumerated 
the aots of that province which they approved. If grievances 
wore not rodrossed, they wore ready to (wasc all importationa 
and all oxportations oven of the etaploa on which thuir proe- 
perity depended. Thoy heartily approved the meeting of a 
continental congress ; and electing Honper, HugheA, and Cas- 
well a.4 their deputies, they invested tliem with the amploBt 
powers. 

After their adjoummenl, James Trcdell, of Kdenton, a 
British otKcial, iulda<Kscd through the preiiA the inhabitants of 
Great Kritain, as constituting the greatest state on earUi bo- 
cause it was the moat free ; and afl able to preeervc tlio coniico- 
tion with America only bv delighting in seeing tliuir friends 
as free and happy aa themselves. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

UASUOnVSBm nRFEA,T9 THE ATTEUTT OF TltE lUUTlfiQ TAS- 
LUlfEHT TO OHAKOB FTS CHABTKB. 

MAT-AcoiraT 1774. 



The ooIonJes needed for their support agadngt Britain the 
[alliance of France, but Louia XV. , in the last years of hi« life, 
courted the frieodslup of Gt^rgc III^ not to eSaao the fKLw 
notion of iutoruatiuital eiunity wbldt wati a brand on the civili- 
zation of that ago, but to gaio new support for monarcbical 
>wer. On tho tenth ilay uf May he died, and Louis XYI., the 
'desired one" of tho people, ffltilu not yot turetity years old, 
suddenly bocamu king. The city of Paris was delirious with 
joy at bis accc«dL0U. *' It is our paramount m&b to make otir 
' people happy," was the lougange of the tir&t edict of the new 
absolute prince. *' Ho cscols in writing prose," said Voltaire, 
on readinff tho words of proiuiee ; " ho aeeim inspired by Mar- 
OOB AnrBlius; he dt^inu what is good and doen it. ilapiiy 
they who, like bini, are bat twenty years old, and will long 
eujoy the sweets of his reign." 

The young mouarch, when lieir to tlie throne of Franco, 
bad not been admitted to the royal council, and had grown up 
jgnonnt of business. In manner ho was awkward and em* 
bomascd, aud erou at his own court ill aX case. He hod 
noiUier military science, nor martial epirit, nor gallant bear- 
ing ; and a warlike nation interpreted hia torpid languor aa a 
' want of courage. His sphere of vision was narrow, and he 
■ apphod himsolf chiefly to details or matters of little importaace. 
ilu toTQ of mind waa aerious, yet )m countenance betrayed 
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irresolution, foreboding &n unsteadin^w in tbe adminiatration 
spnuging from bis own eiiAiuctcr, and making his lifo n long 
eqnii>0t80 between right intentiooa and executive feebleututfi. 
He believed, like hi« predeoeBsor, tliat the king alone should 
reign ; yet liis state pn]iore were soon to cite reverently the law 
of nature and the rights of man; and the will of tbe people 
was to walk its roundii En the palace^ invisible yet supreme. 

Marie Antoinette, the new quren, in the splendor of supreme 
ranltj iwe«en-ed the gay cheerfulneaB of youth. Soon after her 
arrival in France her mother wrote to her : *' Qod has crowned 
you with M much grace and ewoetneaa oud docility that all tbe 
world mufit love you." She was conscious of being lovely, 
and w&B willing to be admired ; but she kuew bow to temper 
graceful condeecension with august Bcverity. Impatient of 
stately etiquette, which controlled hor choice of compauions 
even more tlian the dispositton of her houni, she wa<i i^ady to 
break away from weariwme formalities with eager vivaci^. 
From tbe same qiiiokneae of nature she readUy took part in 
any prevailing public excitement, r«gardletis of reasons of state. 

Caron de Beaumarcbais, ilio nparklmg dramatist and rest* 
Imb plet>c!an adventurer, mode haste to recommend to the 
royal patronage his gcnins for intrigae. " Is there," raid be 
throQgb Sartine, tlien the bead of the police, " anything which 
the king wit^liof to know alonoand at once, anything nrhicb he 
, wi&hofi done qiuckly and secretly, here am I, who have at bis 
' eervice a head, a heart, anrns and no tongue." 

The sovereign of Spun, on wishing his kinsnun joy of his 
Bccceeion, romnulod him, is the head of the BonrhoDS, of their 
doable relatiousliip by his mothei's ride, as well as his father's, 
and cxpreesed tbe wisli for " their cloeeet anion and most 
perfect bannony ; " for, said be, '* the family compact is the 
gnnrantee of tlie prosperity and gloiy of our houao.** 

Tho" London Court Gazette*' arnioonced lotiis XVI. as 
"king of France," tliougb Knglish official langnage hereto- 
fore, anil the herald's ofHcc fitill knew no other ktug of France 
tlian the king of Great Britain. 

At the 8an>e timo, tlie British mlnistoni, alwa^ jealous of 
the Bourbons, kept spies to gnem at the secrets of the French 
tnintEtera, and bribe workmen in their navj'-yards for a report 
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of evray koel that was laid, of everjr new urmamcnt or re- 
etifort^oment of the asaal fleets ; and, from Apprchoiidiotu of 
int^rferviiwi which could uot bw lulled to bleep, they were 
impelled to force the American ittrnggle to an immediate isme. 

The continuance of the cordial understanding lK!twe«n. 
Britain aod France would depend upon the persooM in whom 
the youug king should place Itix cottlldonoo. Ooofomiing to the 
public wifili, he began by (Usmissing tlie ministers of his pre- 
deoeeeor, and then felt the need of a gnida Marie Aatoiaetta 
, would have recalled Choiicul, tbo supporter of an intimate 
I £iendehip between Franco and Austria, the passionato adver- 
sary of England, the prophet and the favorer of American in- 
dependence ; but filial respect restrained the king, for Choisoul 
had boon at variance with his father. He turned to his aunta 
for ad\1ce ; and titeir choice foil on tho Count do Manrepas 
i!n>m iheir rc^;ard for lii^ experience, generaJ good character, 
and indopendence of tlie parties at court. 

Not descended from the old nobility, Manrepaa belonged 
to a family which, within a hundred and fifty years, had fiir- 
. niahcd nino secrotariod of etatc. lie camo into office lu the 
laet daj's of Lome XIV. Under the encoessor of that raonarch 
ha made it his glory to restore the uavy of his countiy, and 
had the repute of hating England. Foreign envoys at Paris 
foretold for France a great j>art if he ever should be intrusted 
with the government At the nge of seventy-three, and after 
' VI exile from the court of twenty-live years, ho was still, ae he 
[liad been in youth, polite, eolfish, jealouR, and su])erficial. T)©- 
fptsing gravity of manner and aire of mystary, and incapable 
of tserioits passion or profound reflection, he charmed by the 
iCoaTtesy and ease of hm conversation, enjoying the prceent 
moment, carele«a of the future which he was not to share, and 
taking nit tilings so easily tliat age did not wear him out. Foil 
of petty artifice in attack, of sly dexterity in defence, he could 
pat aside weighty objectiouH by mirth, and laugh even at 
merit, having no faith in virtues that were difficult. With 
all the patrona^ of France in his gift, ho took from the treas- 
ury only enough to meet his increased ojqwnsofl, keeping honso 
with well-ordered simplicity, and at hSs deatb. leaving neither 
debts nor uvings. Present traoquilUty was bis object, rutber 
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thaa Iionor among coming generations. He was liljeral, and 
villing that the public good should prevul, but not at the 
luk of liis afx%ndencj with tlie kiiig. A jealousy of superior 
talents was his onljr ever wakeful paasion. To foreign amba»- 
fladoTB he paid the attentions claimed by tlieir station ; but the 
profeaoons which ho kviehed with graceful levity had ench im 
air of D0thIngDC£6 that no one ovot confided in them enough 
to gain the right of charging him seriously with duplicity. To 
men of every condition he never foigut to ehow due regard, 
disguising his nnfailing deferenoe to rank by freedom of re- 
mark and gaye^< His aduiinisCration was gore to be weak, for 
it was his maxim never to hold oat agtinaC any one who had 
power enough to be formidable, and hu wisliod to please alike 
the courtiers and public opinion, the nobility and tlic philoeo- 
phers, those who sticJdod for the king's absolute sway and 
those who clamored for the restoration of parliamcnta, tbotie 
who wi-flivd a cordial andOTstanding witli England und thoec 
irho favored her inanrgent colonies. Lonia XVL was looking 
for an experienced and firm guide to correct his own indeci- 
sion ; and he fell upon a well-mannered, complacent old gentle- 
man, who bad the same faalt witli liiiuHelf. 

Deolining a department, ManrepoR, as tJte head of the cabi- 
net, selected hia own associatos, choosing men by whom ho 
feared iteitber to be an^iereeded nor eolipeed. To the Count 
de Vergeunes was a«sigiied the dejiartment of foreign allairs. 
Tho TOtcran statesman, then fifty-seven years old, v/m of ple- 
beian origin, and married to a plclKiian ; unsupported by the 
high nobility, and without claims on Anstria or Miuiu Antoi- 
nette. His father had been president of the parliament at 
CijOD. His own diploumtic oirour began iu 174:<), and had 
been marked by moderation, vigilance, and suocoas- Uc had 
the cooTDige oi Choiseol, equal acquaintance with courts, eqtial 
Bensitivcnci* to the dignity of Fnmco, and gnwtcr iclf-eontroL 
Indefutigably laborious, he condooted affotra with method, rce- 
titnde, and cleamefls. His ebanicter was firm, his moile of 
tliinldng lilwral, and ho lovt*d to mimmiid himself wilb nble 
men. Kin convorention was markMl by cuntion ; bis manner, 
graTS and coldly polite. As he served a weak king, he was 
always on his guard, and to give a categorical answer was his 
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aveTsioin. Like nearly every Fnmelimiiii of that day, ho vras 
thoroughly a moDarchist ; and he p;ained at once, and ever re- 
tained the good opinion of I^aU XV' I. Kleven rears before, 
he had predicted tliat the conquost of Canada would hasten 
the independence of British America, and he was now from 
vantage-ground to watch his prophecy come true. 

Tiie pbilonphen of the day, like the king, vHiihed the 
bapptneeaof the people, and public opinion reqnired th&t they 
abonld bo rcpreaontcd in the cabinet. Haiurepa& complied. 
Maletherbes received tlie department of Paris and the police 
of tlie kingdom. The ministry of the marine was conferred 
on Turgot, whose name vm m yet httle known ai Paris, and 
whoAo artlettnoM made him oven a loee dangeroiw rival than 
Vergennea. Coming forward in the purity of etndions phi- 
losophy to toko part in active life, he wag well-informed, 
amiable, and of a taste the most delicate and eure ; anetere^ 
yet holding it to ba every man's busiDeGB to nokce tliosQ who 
snffer; wi»liing the aciomipliRliment of good, not liie own 
glory in doing it. For him the human race was one groat 
family under a common Fatlier; always, tliroiigh calm and 
throngh *' agitationi?,*' throngh pood and throiigli ill, thrnngh 
eorrow and through joy, on thu njarpL, tliough at "a slow 
step," toward a greater perfection. In five wct^ks lie so won 
upon his sovereign's good-will that he was transferred to the 
ministry of iinance. This was the wish of aJ! titc pliilot^opliers : 
of Alonilwrt, Condorcct, Bailly, La Tlarpc, ^fiuinontcl, Thonuia, 
CondillftC, Morellet, and Voltaire. Nor of them alone. " Tur- 
got/' eaid Maleaherbee, *' has the heart of L'Hdpital and the 
bead of BaooQ." His candor, moreover, gave him clear- 
Bglit«dnc€8 and distinctness of purpose; his bopeftilncss prom- 
ised to bear hiui nerenely thrfjnglt tbc hitter n-arfare with 
— ifisli paisioiia. At a moment when everybody oonfestted that 
rafonn was essential, it seemed a tiational benediction that a 
youthful king nhonld tntrost thetaiik of amendment to a states* 
num who in a libertine age joined unqoeetioned probi^ to 
oomprehensive iutelligcnce and administrative e.\[M>rience. At 
his DCeesaion, the cry of joy broke from Voltaire : *' A new 
-world 13 about to bloom.** 

In France, the peasants were poor and ignorant, but, like all 
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FreiicJimePj were tree, and in the happieat provinces liid been 
BO for half a thousand yean. In inanj parts of the kingdom 
the; had retained their rights uf propertjr to the acres which 
tiiej tilled. The defence of the conntiy had passed from the 
king uud his peers with th^ vafsale to the king and hia 
tLaiitUng iiniiy. With the decay of the feudal ejetem the 
nebiee sought ecrvico in hia pay ; their voesals became a people. 

The nobility, claiming for tticmselvee exemptioiiu from 
taxation wliich of old belonged to them in rctuni for then* de- 
fence of the kingdom, gave np none of tlieir claima on the 
peasantH who won> crughod under » complicated system of irre^ 
deemable duett to roods and cauak; to the bak<^liotiBe and the 
brewety of the lord of the manor ; to hin wine-pre«s and hia 
mill; to hia tolb at the river, the market, or the fair; to 
grotmd-renta and quit-rents and tinea on alienation. But there 
existed no hannonizing of the controata between privilego 
mod poverty. The poor, though gay by temperament, Uvod 
sad and apart; l>ereft of interoourae with auperior enltoro; 
never mii-tlifid but in mockery of miacry ; not cared for iu 
their ^ant, nor aohwed in hospitals, nor visited in prieoiu. 
The annual public czpondltnrca Uirgely exceeding the revcnae, 
the nobility Fufiored tho monarch to impose taxes on the un- 
privileged claflseti at his u'ill. The irngxifita, which tn two cea- 
tnriee hul increased tenfold, fell nlmoet cxcloaiTely on the 
lowly, who toiled and Buffered ; having no redreea against those 
employetl by tlie govcnimont; regarding the monarch with 
touching reverence and 1ovl>, tlioiigh they knew him niontly as 
the power that burned them ; ruled as tliough joy were no fit 
oompanion for labor ; aa though want were the Dcct&sary goad 
to indoatry, and (sorrow tlie only guarantee of quiet. They 
WQTO the strength of the kingdom, the untiring producers of ita 
wealtli, the source of supply of itc armiee, the chief contribu- 
toia to the royal revenue^ and yet bo forlorn waa their condi- 
titu that they oboisbed scarcely a dim Tision of a happier futu- 
rity on earth. 

Out of this sad state Ttugot undertook to lift hi« country' 
by peace, order, and economy. " It ie to you pen^)imlly," said 
be to Louia XT!., " to the man, honest, just, and good, rather 
than to the king, that I give myself up Yon have confided 



1W4. MASSAOnCSriTS MATTfTAINS ITS CHARTER. 



43 



to me the hap]>inees of tout people, and the cajro of making 
yoo and yotir authority beloved ; but I aliaU have to combat 
thoee who gam bj abuses, the prujudices agmust all rtionn, 
the majorit)' of tbe conrt, and every solicitor of favore. I HboU 
sacrifice myeolf for tho people; but 1 may incur even their 
liotred by the very mcnaorcs I ehall t&ko to prevent their dis- 
traw." *' Have no fear/' eaid the kiii|i^, prefisiog tbe hand of 
hit new eoinptroller-general ; " I ehall oJwayH sujiport yon." 

The policy of Twrgot implied a continuance of peaco; yet 
tlie distruat of England, as an ever vigilant aud imscrupuloiiB 
rival which in iT.'iS had begun hoglilities widiouc tiotice and 
at the end of the war ha<l fitripi>ed France of its bt*.t aajniri- 
tions in America and iiindostan, could not be hnehed. French 
fftBtomcD, therefore, bont the ear to catch the earliest surgings 
of American discontent; and they obticrvod of the inatnictionB 
from the convention of Vii^nia to its delegates in the conti- 
nental congress : " They are the first which propose to restnuo . 
tbe act of navigation it«oIf, and give pledgee to rceiet force bj 
forw." 

On Saturday, tbe Bixtli of August, (Jage received an official 
eopv of the act of pariiament ** for the better regulating the 
province of the MaBBaehnsetts Bay." It was, on the side of 
Orent Britain, aggresra ve and revolntlonary ; it had been streno- 
ouely resisted and was ntterly condemned by the Wliig party 
of Enghuid. That tbe memory of their resistance might not 
peri«h, lioclcingham and lus friend? Iiad placed on tbe records 

the honae of lords then- protest against tJie act. They coa- 
''demned it "becauae," said tbcv, "a definitive legal offence, by 
which a forfeiture of the charter is incurred, has not been 
dearly stated and fully proved ; neitlicr hiu notice of this ad- 
Tcreo proceeding been given to the [lartica affected ; neither 
have they been heard in their own defence ; and becanEe the 
governor and council are intrusted with powers with which 
tho British constitution has not trusted his majee^r and privy 
oouueil, so that the lives and propertiea of the subjects are pat 
into their hands without oontrol," 

The principle of the statute was the ooncentraticm of all 
eiecntive power, including the court* of justice, in the hands 
of the royal governor. Without previous notice to Majsaachu- 



44 



AVKRIOA. ABUd FOB SBLF-DEFENOE. *r.m.iSm 



•eta uid without u hearing, it took avaj rigbta aod liburtied 
which the i>eopla had enjoywi from the foundation of the col- 
ony, excejtt in the evil days of Jamea IL, and wliich bad been 
KDened in the charter £roiu Wiltiam and Uary. That charter 
icae coovid with tho great finghsh rorolution, liad been tho 
organic law of the people of Jk(aaBMhasett« for more than eighty 
years, and wus auoocisted is their nuiids with every idea of 
£)iigli»li liberty and ev^ Bentunent of loyaJtr to the Knglish 
crown. Under its provigioos, tho councillors, tweuty-eight in 
uumljer, had heeu aimiially chosen by a convention of the 
ooaucil for tin* former yeair and tlie aMetnhly, snbjoct only to 
the n^iUive of the goveinor; henceforward they were to be 
notleiB than twelre nor more tlum thirty-eix, were to derive 
their appoiiitiUL-uta and tLvir emohimenbi from thu king and 
to hti rt-moTablc at liiij pleasure. The goyemcH' received author- 
ity, without coQBuLtiog hia council, to appuint and to romore 
all judges of tho inferior courte, justices of tho peace, and all 
officen belongiug to tho council and, the courts of juatice. 
The governor and council might change the sheiiflEs aa often 
Qfl they pleased. In cose of a vacancy, the governor was to ap- 
point tho diief justice and jadgcs of tho mip^'rior court, who 
wcvo to hold their cotnmiidoDa during the ploa«iro of tho Icing, 
and de]M!nd on Iub good-will for tho amount and the itayuotit 
of tht'ir salurioa. Tlte right of selecting Juriofi wa,s taken from 
tlitf inliahitanta and freelKildem of die towns, and conferred 
on tite aherilEs of the several counties within the province. 
Thia regulating act, moreover, uprooted the dearest institution 
of Now England, whttfu peoplu, from tlie iinct »etth-ni(.-nL of 
the country, Itad been accustomed in their town-meetinga to 
tnuoeoct all businoee tJiut touched tlium meet nearly as faliteiv, 
as freemen, and as Chnstians. There they adopted local taxes 
to )moip up their free tsuhools ; there tJwy rt^tilated the uit- 
utcipal ooncenia of the year ; tliere they diose their rcproBeota- 
tivee and instructed tbetn ; and, aa the limits of the parish and 
the town wcro usually tJio same, there mort of Uiem took 
meaaorcs for thf >%ttlement of mintstere of the gospel in their 
oongregatione ; there they were accuBlomed to exprosa tbuir 
aentimenta on any subject oonnectod witli their interextK, righta, 
liberties, or religion. The regulatiDg aet, sweeping away the 
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prOTJneiol law wliicfi Iiarl reoetvetl the approvnl of William and 
I Jtfaiy, pennittedhvo meetings annually, inirliich town offleore 
Uid repreeentatireft might be chosi^ii, but no othor nutlter be 
introdncod ; evcrr other «*scinblin|; of a town was forbidden, 
except bj tho -written leave of the governor, and then oalj for 
bosinedd exprecBod in tliat leave. Tho king trampled midcr 
foot the customs, laws, and privilegce of tho people of MasM- 
dnuetta. lie was willing; to spar© thorn an explicit coiiBent to 
[ihe power of porliamuitt in all oa^vs whatever ; but Ik retjoircd 
■proof tliat Boston had oomjjenitated the East India company, 
that the tax on tea coold be safely collected, and that the prov- 
ince would peacefully ttcquie«cu in tlie change of itK cliarter. 

"With the n^gnlating act, Gago received copies of two other 
aote, designed to facilitate its enforcement. By one of them 
he was atithorised to quarter h\s anny in to\vn(i ; hj tho other, 
to transfer to anotlicr colony or to Great Britain any pcn=ons 
informed afi;ainst or indictod for crimes committed in Gnpport- 
ing tlie reiveniw laws or mippresRintr riota. 

The r^:nlating act went into eftbet on the moment of it« 
being received, and prcwipitated the clioice between enbmitision 
,:and PBsistanoe. Witliin n week, eleven of the mandamns conn- 
eillors took the oath of office, and were followed in a few days 
byfora-teon more. Tbey were perraaded that the province could 
bv no ]xi!«rihility hold out, luid that thuprorniiic of aasistance 
from other colonies was a dehieion. Mo assembly existed in the 
province to n-moiw tnitc ; and Gago might delay or wholly omit 
to Kad oat writs for a new olection. But a people who were 
trained to read and write; to disciiee all political qntstions, 
priratt-Iy ami in pnblic ; to rtrive to exliibit in their livee the 
Ohrirtian fiystem of ethics, the beauty of hoUncas, and the u«- 
telAah nature of virtue ; to reason on the great ends of God 
in creation ; to believe in their own immortalJty ; and to ven- 
erate their ancestr,- as above all othew pure, enligbtonwl, and 
'fteo— could never forego the ci^il rights which were their moat 
' <tbwisbed inheritance. 

" Being stationed by Providence in the front ranlc of the 

.iwcifliet,"»nch wan the letter of the committee of Boston to 

'■■n the other towns in the province, ''we tmrt wc aliall not be 

left by ho&vun to do anything derogatory to onr common lib- 
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erties, uairorthy of the fame of our ancestors, or incoiuisteat 
-n-itltoiir former professions. Thoogh fforrounded %vit]i a lai-ge 
body of armed men, who, having the sword, have also our 
hlood m tlifiir hands, we aro }'ot nndamitad. To yon, our 
brethren and dear companiiiiw in tlie caufie of God, we applj*. 
From yoji we have received that eonutenaiiee and aid which 
have strengthened oar hands, and that boanty which bath o(^ 
cauoned smiles on the hoe of distress To you, therefore, we 
look for tliat advice and exauiplc which, Mrith tlie bletalitg of 
Crod, shall save us from destruction." 

The earueet meseage was borne to the northern h<»rder of 
the province, where the brooks run to the Nashua, and the 
upland farms jiddcd hut gcant^' returns to the hardest toil. 
The hosbaudmen in that region had ah^eady sent manj loads 
of rye to the poor of Boston, In the coming storm they clus- 
tered round WilUam Preseott of PcppcroU, who itood as ftrm 
as Uonadnoek that Kwe in sight of his homestead ; and, on 
tho day after the first mandamns councillurs took tlieir oath of 
office, his townsmen put their eoul into Iiis words as bo wroto 
for them to the men of Boston : " Be not dismayed nor dia- 
heartened in this day of great trials. We heartily 6}'mpatlure 
with you, and are always ready to do all in our power for your 
support, comfort, and mlief, knowing that Providence lias 
placed you where you mnst stand tlie tirst shock. We consider 
wo ore all emimrked in one bottom, and must sink or swim to- 
gether. We thiuk, if we submit to these regulationa, all is 
gODO. Our forofathcn paas&d tlie vast Atlantic, spent their 
blood and treoeure that they might enjoy their liberties, both 
civil and religious, and transmit them to their posterity. Their 
cliildreo Imvo waderl through seas of difficully, to le«vo ns free 
ami happy in the enjoyment of English privileges. Now, if 
WQ sfaonld give theui up, can our children rise up and call us 
bbnedl Is a glorious death in defence of our liberties better 
thao a short infamous life, and our memories to lie lud in de- 
tastatiou to tlie littest posterity t Imi us all be of one licart, 
and stand fast in the liberties wherewith Christ hath made us 
free ; and may he of hib infinite mercy gnmt us deliwrauce 
out of all our truubles.^' 

Everywhere the rural population of HBaaadrasetts wera 
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Treigbiag ilie iKsaeit in witioh ihey vere tnTolved, and one 
spirit moved throagh tbem all. Yrom the lulls of Itcrluhire 
to the Penobeeot they debated the gruat qnustioii of rusisUmco 
as though God were hearkening; and thoy took eonnscl rovor- 
ently with their mioistors, and the aged, the pioQR, and the 
brave iu tlmir villagea. Adjoining tovniH held conferences. 
Tlie sltire of AVoroeeter, in Angnst, set the csample of a county 
KBlgroBS, which disclaimed the jurisdiction of the British house 
of commons, asserted the exclu^ve right of the colouicA to 
originate thetr laws, rested their duty of allegiance on the char- 
ter of the province, and declared the violation of that charter a 
diaflolntion of their union with Britain. 

Thomaa Gardner, of Cambridge, promised a like conven- 
tion of the county of Middlesex. " Friends and brethren,*' he 
wrote to Boston, as if at once to allay its auxiuty and prophesy 
liifl o^-n approaching end, " the time is come ttiat every one 
that has a tongue and an arm is called upon by his country to 
•tand forth iu it» tiehalf. I consider the call as the call of God, 
and deeire to be all obedience. Tlio people will cliooso rather 
to fall gloriously in the cause of their country than meanly 
mbmit to tJavery." 

After gearebing the rolls of the several towns, the pati-iots 
eetunaled the population of tlie province at four hundn'd tliou- 
sand soula; the nnmber of men between sixt^n and sixty 
jrears of age at about one hundred and twenty thousand, most 
of whom po;»8Cfiaed arnia, and were expert in their use. During 
the mimmcr the dniin and life were beard in every hamlet, and 
the companies paraded for disciphne. One day in Augoftt, 
revoked Hancock's oommiesioa in the Boston cadeta, 
upon which tbo oomiiany sent to him the king's standard and 
disbanded. 

Israel Putnam, of Connecticut, the oracle of all patriot cir- 
lea in Ids neighborhood, drove before him to Boston one hun- 
^dred and thirty aheep, as a gift from the pariah of Brook- 
lyn. The " old hero " becnnie Warren^s gueRt, and every one's 
kTorito. The officers whom ho Tinted on Boston couunon 

itered him aI)out coming down to fight '^Twenty shipa o£ 

line and twtmty regiments^" said Major Small, " may tie ex- 
pected from England in case a submission is not speedily tnado 
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hy Boston." " If t\tey come," said the vetenui, " I uu ready 
to treat them as enemies" 

The gruwiug excitement attracted to Xt--w England Chartci; 
Lee, a leetlctw ufficei-, who, from having lioca tude-de-ctunp to 
the king of Poland, ]ud tho titular raixk of a major-general. 
This claim, which gave him preoedeiice otot alt who were 
likely to draw tho sword for America, was, on oocauon of Im 
Tint, uniTersally acknowledged. He profeeeGd to see in the 
New England yeomanry the beet materials for an army, and 
pud coort to the patriota of Massachiisetts. 

Meantime, tlie delegates of IkfaBsachascittg to the general 
congrees wure c^ortc-d hy great nunahers aa £ar aa Watcrtotvn, 
where many hud gathered to bid them it Holemo ^u^weU. On 
the Connecticnt river thi-y received a letter of advice from 
Hawley, the great patriot of Northauiptoo, whoue words were : 
*' Wc mast fight i£ wo catmoi otlierwiae rid ourselves of Brit- 
isli taxation. Tho form of government enacted for ns by tho 
Biitiah [larhamoQt is evil against right, utterly intolomblu to 
every man who has any idea or fueling of right or liberty, 
There is not beat enough yet for battle ; constant and uegativo 
rcfiifitance will increaae it There is not military ekill ouoogh ; 
that 18 improving, and most be encouraged, ^ight we miut 
finally, nnless Britain retieats. Our salvation depends upon a 
porsovoring union. Kvery gi^vanco of any one ooJony munt 
be held aa n. grievance to the whole, and some plan be settled 
for a continuation of oongreAsea, even though oongresfies wilt 
soon be declared by parliament to be high treason.'* 

Hawley spoke the sentiments of western Maasaohiuetta. 
When, on Tuesday, the sixteenth of Angnst, the jndges of the 
inferior court of Iljimpehii-e met at Great Jlarrington, tt was 
known that the regulating act had received the royal upjirovol. 
Before no(m the town was tillod with people of the county, 
and five hundred men from Connectioaty aimed with clubs and 
staves. Su£Eering tho royal ooorts of jnstiee to sit seemed a 
recognition of tho net of pArhamcnt., and the chief jadgo was 
forced to plight his honor that ho and his usoeiatcs would do 
no btisiiiefs. On the rumor that Gage meditated emjiloying a 
part of liis army to execute tlie new statute at Worcester, tho 
inhabitants of that town prepared arms, muftket-boUs, and pow- 
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dcr, and throatened to fall upon any body of soldiers who 

rSboold attack them. 

The mandamofl eouneillora began to give way. TViliiams, 
of Ilftttield, refused to incur certain niin by accepting his coui- 

.auiggion ; £0 did 'VTorlhingtou, of Spriogfield. Tlioso who && 
nepted dared not give advice. 

Boston held a town-meeting. Oage reminded the select- 
men of the act of parliament, restricting town-meetings with- 
ont the governor's leave. *' It is only an adjourned one," Baid 
iho sclec-tineii. "By euch meaoa," fraid Qage, ''you may keep 
your Meeting alive Ihesc ten ycai-B." Ho brought tlio eubjoct 
before the new council. "It is a 3)0int of law," aaid they, 
"ittd elioold be referred to the crown lawyers." He naked 

'their concurrcnee in removing a eberiff. "The act of parliar 
It," they replied, ** confines the po^ver of removal to the 

tgiyvemor alone." Several members gave an account of the 
frenzy whidi was sweeping from Berksliire over the province, 
and might reach them all even while sitting in tbe presence of 
tbe governor. "If you value your life, I advise you not to 
retom bouio at present," wm the waruiog received by Buggies 
from the town of llardwiok. 

By nine o'clock ou the morning of tlio twcnty-6ixt}i, more 

\ihan two thousand men marched in companies to the common 
in 'Worceater, where they forced Timothy Paine to walk with 
lu« hal off as far as tbo cciitro of their hollow square and read 
A wrilton resignation of hie eoat at tho council board. A lai^ 

Ldecaclunent then mofed to lintland to deal with Mrnmy. The 

■ aoxt day at noon, Wilder of Templeton and Holden of Princo- 
tcn tffotight up their compnmes; and by three in the after- 

,310on about fifteen hundred men had asseiubled. mOKt of them 

'■Tined with bludgeons. But Murray had escaped ou the pro- 
rions evening, just before the sentries were set round bts house 
and along the roada ; they therefore sent him a letter recjuiring 
lum to naign. '• The coneequencee of your proceedings will 
be rebellion, confiBcation, anddeatli,*' said tho younger Murray. 
*' No coiisci]uenoe8," tbcy replied, " are m dreadful to a free 
pcoph] as that of being made elavea." " This," wrote be to his 
brother, " is not the language of the common people oiJy : 
tiioae that have bcretoforc sustained the fainwt clianicter are 
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tlie wannoat in this matter ; and, among the many friends jroa 
Iiave litretofore had, I can Bcarcely niention anj* to yoa now.** 

One evKiiing in Augurt Uie fuxmers oi Union, in Connecti- 
cut, foond AUijali Willard, of Lancaster, M&Kachuaotta, within 
their precinct. Tboy kept watcli ovbt him dnring tho night, 
and tJiu next morning would have taken him to the coauty 
jail ; but, after a march of fnx. milw, he begged foigivencea of 
aU hoDest men for having taken tho onth of office, and prom- 
JMCl DOTcr to eit or uct in emiuoiL 

The people of PljTnoutb were grieved that George Watson, 
their respected towut^man. was willing to act under hi? appoint- 
ment On the fn>*t Lord's day aftt-r hia pnrpoae was known, 
as soon m he took his seat in meeting, dreioed in the fxairlet 
oloak wliich was his wonted Sunday attire, bis oeighborB and 
friends put on tliuir hats before the congregatioa and walked 
out of the faonse. The public indignity was more than be 
ooulii bear. Ab they poased his pew be hid his face by bend- 
ing his bald heed over hiit oano, and iletcimincd to resign. Of 
tbirtf-siz who received the Idng^s emnmoae as ooanoiltorsi more 
than, twenty declined to obey them, or revoked their acceptance. 
The rest fled in terror to the army at Boston, and even there 
ooold not hide their Eense of ehame. 

The congresBional del<^;ates from MassKfanntts, oonaeerated 
by their offioo as her sopptiant ambaffadors in the day of her 
dlstresB, woo weleomtMl everywhere on their joumcy with hoA- 
pttflble feasts and twirs of sympatliy. The meu of Hartford, 
after giving pledges to abide by the resolntions of the congreaa, 
•ooompanied tlwm to Sfiildletown, from which place they were 
eaoorted by carriages and a cavalcade. The beila of New 
Haven were net ringing as they drew near, and those who had 
not guDo out to meet them tlinmge«l tite windows and doon to 
gaxei. There they were enconraged by Boger Sherman, whom 
•olid sense and the power of clear analysiB were to eonstatnte 
one of the nuheter bidlden of our republic. " The parlisment 
cf 6re«t Britain," eaid he, **can rightfaHy make laws for 
America in no ease whatever." Stmnltaneonsly, Jamee Wil- 
son in Philadelphia, a Soot W birth, of nrc ability, wlio, 
having been bred in the nnivenatieB of hie native land, emi- 
grated to America in early manhood, and Jefietwm in Tip 
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^ta, witliout a cKonce of concert, published the eune opio- 
lon, tlie former deducing it fram "tlie rights of British Amer- 
ica," the ktcer from ui Me investigatioit of ."the nature 
and extent vi the Itrgittlative antliority of tlie British parlift* 
■.ment" The freeholders of Alhemarle coimty, in Virginia, 
' bad, a month earh'er, expressed the seme conclusion ; and, iu the 
language of JeScrsoD, ctiumi-d to hold the privikgc of expnip- 
tion from the authority of every other legislature than their 
own aa one of the common rights of mankiDd. 

After resting one night at New Haven, the envoys visited 
the grave of the rc^eido DixwcU. As they reached the Hnd- 
aon, thc-y found that the British ministry had failed to allute, 
to intiniiilate, or to divide Kew York. A federative union of 
all the English colonies, under the sovereignty of tJie British 
king, had for a quarter of a century formed the aspiration of 
ius ablest men. The great design liad been repeatedly pro- 
moted by the legitilatare of the province. Tlie people wished 
iic-itlier to surrender liberty nor to dissolve their oonnedwil 
with the crown of England. The poamhility of framing an 
iad^wodent repnblio with one jarisdiotion from the far North 
to the Gulf of Mexico, from the Atlantic indefinitely to the 
West, was a vision of which nothing in the history of man conld 
promise the realization. Lord Kamee, the friend of Franklin, 
tfaoDgb be was pt^nmadcd that the separation of the British 
colonies was inevitably approaching, afHnnod that their politi- 
cal onion was impossible. Pmdent men long regarded the ee- 
tablisfament of a confederacy of widely ejrtended territ/irite as 
ft dowbtfid experiment, except under the moderating inilnenee 
of a ponnanent eiecntiva That tlie eolouies, if disconnected 
from England, would fall into bloody dimenHions ainoug them- 
•elvea, waa tlie fear of Plulip Livingston of New York. Union 
under the aospioes of the Uritinh king, with the security of all 
oonatitutional right*, was still the purpose of Jay aj»d his inti. 
mat« associates. This pi.>licy hitd brought all classes together, 
nod loyftl men, who, like William Smith, ncro its advocatee, 
pBBBod for "consistent, unshaken friends to their country and 
her libertiee ; " but the " appeal " to aims was nearer at bond 
tluu the mo6i mgacious believed. 

Bttforu Samuel Adauia departed, he had c^Mioerted the 
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meHSarea by wliidi BufTolIc county would be best able to briiig 
the wrongs of the town and tlie province beforo the general 
oongreaB ; and he left tlie direction vritb Wanvn, wlio liad re- 
lactantly become conTiaced Cbat all connection vitli the Uritiah 
pnrtiaaiCDt mii£t bo tlirown otf. Since tovn-meetings could 
not be called, on the sixteenth of Angnst 1774, a county con- 
gress of the tovns of Soffollc, which then embraced Norfolk, 
met at a tavcm in the villiige of Stou^iton. As the aged 
Samnol Dunbar, iho rigid Colvinist mimster of its first parish, 
breathed forth among them liis prayer for liber^, the vener- 
able man seined inHpired with " tlie mcxd divine and propheti- 
cal enthuaaBm." "WemustBtand undifigiiised u^Km one (tide 
or the other," eaid Thayer of Braintree. The members were 
nnanimone ; and, in cotitonipt of Gage and the act of parlia- 
ment, tliey directod B])ccial meetings in evprj- town and pre- 
OLDct in the conn^, to elect delegates with fall powers to appear 
at Dcdhmu on the first Monday in September. From such a 
ooonty congrcee Warren pr«dicted ''very important coDse- 
qnenoce." 

On Friday, the twenty.«ixth, the oommittco of Boston was 
joined at Fanituil Hall by delegates from tlie Htiveral towns of 
the counties of Worceiter, Middle«!X, and Kcsox ; and on the 
next day, after calm consultation, tliey collectively denied the 
power of parliament to change tlie miiinteet tittle of their Inws. 
Aa a coiueqaenoe, tliey found that all appointments to the 
newly ini^titnted council, and all antfaority exercised by the 
eonrts of justice, were unconstitutional ; and therefore tltai the 
officers, aliould ihey attempt to act, would become " oBiirpcni of 
power" and enemies to the province, even though they bore 
the commianon of the long. Tlie Btwton port act they found 
to be a wicked violation of the riglita to life, liberty, and the 
means of eostouauce, which all men hold by the grace of 
heaven, invspeftirely of the king's leave. The act of parlia- 
ment removing from American court* the trials of officers who 
slioiild take the lives of Amoricanx they deeeribed as the ex- 
treme measure in the Bjetem of despotism. 

For nunediei, the convention proposed a provinci:^ con- 
gress with large executire powers. In the mean time the un- 
oomtitutjonal courts were to be forbidden to [>rocee<I, and tlieir 
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officera to be detested as " traitors cloaked with a pretext of 
)mw/* AiB Qage liad oilers to luake ureete, eaoli individual 
patriot was placed under the protection of his couoty and of 
the proviuce. The practice of the mihuiry art was declared to 
be tlie duty of the [leople. 

Gage looked about him for more troope^ recommended the 
repair of Crown Toiut, a strong garrison at Ticondtroga, a 
well-guardod lino of communication between New York and 
Canada. 

On the same da; began tlie term of the inferior court at 
Springfield. But, early in the morning, fifteen hundred or 
two thoDjaond men, with dntnis and trumpets, marched into 
that town, &et up a black flog at the court-house, and tbreat- 
enod death to any one who ehould enter. After some trea^, 
the judge* executed a writton covenant not to put their 0(»a- 
mifieioufi iu force ; Wortliington resigned his office of council- 
lor; those of tlie lawyers who had eent an address to Gage 
atoned for their offence by a written confession. WiUianis, 
the lory of Ilalfield, and others, were compelled sucoeesivelj 
to go round a large circle aud ask foi^Iveuees. Oatlln and 
Wamtr fell upon tlieir knees; old Captain Mirreck of Mon- 
ion was drawn in a c&rt and threatened to be tarred and feath- 
ered. The people agreed that the British troops, if they should 
nian:h to Worceeter, should Ik: resisted by at leattt twenty thon- 
sand men from Hampshire county and Connecticut. 

The Ui>t Tuesday of Auguet was tho day for holding the 
supreme court at Boston. To support Chief Justice Oliver, 
Gage came expressly from Salem. The day arrived; the 
^jndgef took tlieir seate and tho prcMribcd proclamations were 
made. On proceeding to bo6inea&, th^ men who had been ro- 
tnmed aa jurors, one and all, refused to take the oath, Thomas 
fChase, who was of the petit jury, gi^ng as his reason " that 
the chief jnstioo of the court stood impeached by the late re|> 
reaentativea of the province." A paper offered by the jury 
dlspated the authority of tho judges for tlie farther reaaoos, 
that the charter of the province had been changed with no 
warrant but an act of parliament, and that three of tho jndgee, 
in violation of the ooostitutiott, bad accepted seat« in the new 
ooandL 
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The chief jnsdoe and his ooUeagnes, repairing fn a hoiy to 
the goremor, repraseuted the unpouibili ty of exerdsiDg their 
office in Bofton or in anyotber part of the province ; the anny 
waa too small for their protection ; and, besides, none voM 
act OS jurors. The authority of the uew government^ an cstab* 
Uithed by act of parliaatcnt, periehod in the proseme of the 
governor, tb« judges, and the army. 

Gage rammoned hii coimoU, bat oaly to meet new di«com- 
fiturcs. Ita membors dared not show theroeclvcg at Salem, and 
lie consented to their violating the act of porliameni by Dieet> 
iiig in Hoeton. Uutchiuson, son of the former governor, with- 
drew from the council. The few who retained their plaoaa 
advised unanimooaly to send do troope into the interior, but ao 
to nvetiforee the aniiy m to constitute Boston a *' plaoe of itiLfe 
retrcat." 

' On that day the oonnty convention, in which eveiy town 
and dintrict of iliddlesei was ri-prescnted, met at Omwird. 
" AVe most now exeat ounmlvos," auid they, " or all titoae efforts 
which for ten years post have brightened the annala of this 
country will be totally fmatrated. lafe and death, or, what is 
more, freedom and slavery^ are now before us." Id behalf, 
therefore, of thoui»:lvea and of future generations, they eno- 
merated tbc violations of their rights by late acts of parlia- 
ment, wliicli they avowed their purpose to nullify; and thej 
sent their resolves by an express to the continental oongrwik 
" We arc grieved," said they, " to find ourselves redaoed to the 
neoeuity uf entering into the diaoundon of those great and pro- 
found qnestiom; bnt we deprecate a state of alaverv'. Our 
fatbere left na a &ir inheritance, purchased by blood and trea» 
uro ; ttiis we ars resolved to tnniHnit equally fair to our chit* 
dren : no danger shall affright, nu diilicaltius iritiiiit<iate us ; 
and if, in sopport of our rights, we are called to cncoontCT 
even death, we are , vet andaunted ; eonaible that be out new 
die too soon wlio lays down hie life in support of the laws and 
Ubortiea of his country." 

The eonventioa separated in the evening of the last day of. 
An^init, to awut tlio deeisiona of tlio eontincntal cnngroes ; bnti 
before the next sun was np the aspect of offure was ehanged.' i 
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CHAJPTER rV. 
TES vjsgT jLiamcss ookorbss. 

SEPTEUBEa-OcTOBXB IT 74. 

Thb province kept powder for iU militia at Quany Hill on 
» point of luid between Medford and Cambridge. The towns 
had been remoring ihetr stocky each according to its pro^mr- 
tioDS. Oa the first day of September, a oorpa of two liundred 
and nztv men, embarking from Buetuu on hour bvforc emtrlfle, 
seized all the powder that remaiiie<l, amounting to two hau- 
dred and ilf^ half-barrels, and transferred it to the caetle. A 
kdotachmeot from the corps brought oJi two ficld-piccc6 from 
'Cambridge. 

Thi« seizure, secretly plonnod and suddenlj executed, set 
kthe country in a dome. The next momiiig, thousands of free- 
'liolders, lunviii}^ tJieir gans in the rear, ndvnuced to Cambridge. 
Warrvn, acoompiuiied by its many of the Boston committee as 
in bis way, croeeed to Charleetown, and with the com- 
of tliat town battened to meat the oommittee of Cam- 
On their arrival, they found Danforth, a county judge 
and mandamus councillor* addressing a very large gathering of 
»ple who stood in the open air round the court-honso steps ; 
auch order prcrailod tliat the tow roioe of the feeble old 
lan was beard by the whole mnltitade. lie finislied by giv- 
a written proiniec never " to bo any way concerned as a 
iber of the council'' Lee, in like maimer, confirmed his 
resignation. The turn of Phippe, the high aherifi, 
eame next, and he signed an agreement not to execato any pre- 
cept midcr the new act of parliament. 

Oliver, the Ueutenant^vemor, who reetded at Cambridge, 
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Tcp«irod to Boston in the ^'greatest diHtroas." *'It b not a 
mad nioI>," said he to the British iwlmiml ; and lie warned Gage 
tLat "ei>udiiig out troops would bo aiu>uded with the most 
fatal consequences.*' Had ihey marched only 6vo milee into 
the country, "Warren wag of opinion that not a man uf tliem 
would have been saved. Gtage remained inactive, writing as 
hi« justification to tlie ministry ; " The people are numerotu, 
waked up to a (xuy, and not a Boston tabhle, hut tlie frco- 
holders of the county. A check wonld ho fatal, and tlie tirst 
stroke will decide a great deaL We should therefore he strong 
before anythiiig dcdBive is urged." 

Oliver returned to Cambridge with the afienranco that no 
troops would apiwar, and to hog the committee's leave to retain 
his places. But in the aftenumn a great thmng gurrorindod 
lus house and demanded his n»ignation. " My honor is my 
firat conalderation," eaid Oliver ; ** the next, my life. Put me 
to death or destroy my property, but I will not fmbmit." Yet, 
on the firat appearance of danger^ he yielded to all their do- 
man da. 

For three boots, beneath the BooTching sun of the tiottest 
day of that summer, the people kept the ranks in which they 
were marfilialled, and their '* patience, tcmixjrancc. and forti- 
tude" were remarked upon as the chief elemwits " of a good 
soldier." Thev allowed the force of the 8ug<*i3stioD that the 
governor, in removing the stores of the province, had broken 
no law ; and they voted unanimously their deteetatioD of mobs 
and riotA. and of the destruction of private property. 

Their conduct showed how fomiidnblo thoy migiit prove in 
the field, bat ramore reached Kngland of their cowardice and 
defnnt. "What a melancholy conxideration for all thinking 
men," eaid Fox to Burke, '* that no people, animated by what 
principle soever, can make a successful resistance to military 
diwipHnel I was nei'er so affectM with any pubtie event, 
cither in histoiy or in life. I am dejected at beail from the 
sad figure that men make against soldiera." At that time the 
Kitish army in Boston feared an iiivnston; the guards were 
doubled, cannon were placed at the ontnuico of the town, and 
the troops Uy on their arms through the night 

The militiB of Worcester county, hearing of the rcmoml 



1774. 



THE FIBST AMERICAX CONGRESS. 



57 



of the powder belonging to the province, ro«e in a raem and 
began the mardh to Boston. On Friday aftomoon and Satur- 
day inoruiug the volunteers from irani|>f;hire coiiut^' :u1viuicod 
ea^vanl as far da Shrewitbtiry. It wiu tliought that twentv 
tfaoosand were in motion. The mmor of the seizure reached 
larael Pntoam in Conaecticnt, with the addition that the Brit- 
ish troops uud men-of-war lutd fired on the people uiid killed 
8U men at the fint fihot DospatcLing Uie report U> Norwich, 
New I-ondon, New Haven, New Yoric, and eo to I'hiladelpliio, 
ho sumuioued the neighboring niilitia to take n|> arms. Thoo- 
e&nds started at liis call, but these, like tlte volunteers of ^a&- 
molitisetta, were stopped by expreeuea fmiu the patriots of Bos- 
ton, that at present nothing was ta ho attempted. In retnm, 
assurances were given of most effectual support wlicnevor it 
miglil Iw required. " But for tliis counter intolligenee," wrote 
Putnam and hw associates on the eommittw of Pomfnjt, "we 
should liave had forly thouBand men, well equipped and ready 
to niarcli tlila moruing. Send a written express to the for&- 
man of this committee when you liave oceosioii fur oar mar- 
tial aasiAtance ; we shall attend your eunamona, and shall glory 
in having a share in t!ie honor of ridding our country of the 
yoke of tyranny, which our forefathcre have not homo, nei- 
ther will we." 

TtiU riidng was followed by many advantages. Every man 
was led to aupj>ly deticiracies in his equipments; tlie people 
gained contidence in one another, and a method vras concerted 
for calling them into service. Outside of Boston, the tnng*g 
rale was at aii end. The wealthy royalist*, who entertained no 
doubt that all resistance would uxm \te cnished, were sileut 
from few, or fled to Boston jw their " only asylum." 

Gage wrote home tliat, '* to rt?diice New Englaiui. a very 
respectable force Khoold take tlie Held." He had live re|^- 
menta at lio^ton, one at the cMtle, and anotlior at Balem ; two 
more he summoned himtily from Quebec ; he sent transports 
to bring HnothuT fn>m Xuw York ; he still required re^inforco- 
tnontd fri>m England; and resohnng to employ "irregulars, of 
one sort or other, in America," be asked of Carleton, who was 
jnirt then expected to nrrivo from Ktigland at Quebec, " what 
measurca would be most efficacious to raise a body of Canodiana 
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aod Indians to form a junction witli llio king'* forces." The 
threat to employ the Parages against the colonists had been 
throwu out at the time of Tryou's march agaimt the reguk- 
tors of North OaroHoa, and majr be traced bock to tbo diacus- 
eioDB in the thne of Shtrlu; on romudics for the woalinoes of 
BritiBb power. The commission to Carletoo, as gorenior of 
tbc proviace of Quebec under the act of parlionient, oonvovcd 
anthority to arm and employ not the Caundiaus only, bat " all 
persona whatsoever," including the Indian ti-ibes from the ooaist 
of I^brndor to the Ohio, anil to march tl)«<iii against n3l>els 
" into any one of the plantations in Ainerica." 

There u-ere no Engliah precedentB for the practice. Duf- 
tiig the French war, Britain had formed connectiona with the 
Indian tribes, throngh whose Umitory ky tliu march of the 
boetile anntee, and enrolled aod paid warriors of the Six Na* 
tioos rather to aecore nentrality than a^rioe. Ko war-party of 
earagca was ever bounded ut Canadian villagL-^. The French^ 
on the other hand, from thdir superior nkiil in goimng the lova 
of the red men and their own inferiority in numbers, had in- 
oroosed Uieir strength hy Indian alliaocea These the BritiOi 
king au<l Im niiuiiters now revived, and, against their own 
oolunies and kindred, loosed from the leasli these terrible aux- 
iliaiies. 

The execution of the sanguinaiy orders feJl naturally into 
the hands of the most unscrupuloos English officers and the 
moat covetous and cmel of the old French partisans. Carleton 
leprobated the measure, ^vhicli lie was yet constrained to pro- 
mote. " Vou know,'' wrotti ho of the Indians to Gage, " what 
sort of people they are." The cannibal Indian was a deadly 
foe only as lie skiitked tn ambush, or prowled on the frontier, 
or hurued the dcfcuiHiIetis fami-houso, or etnick the lalioiur in 
tbe field, or smote the mother at herhooaebold task, or crashed 
the infonf a hctd against a rock or a tr&e, or tortmrcd the pns- 
oner on whoee flesh he was to gorge. The women and chil- 
dren of Knglaud hud an ocean between them and the Indian's 
tomahawk, and liad no share iu the tenur that went before his 
path, or the sorrows that he left behin<L Yet Gage, without 
much compunction, gave directions to propitiate aud indame 
tiie Indians by gifts, and to subsidize their war-parties. His 
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oommands to employ thorn extended to the ntnioet: botinda of 
hifi mililarr aatliority, so that the councils of the Cherokeee 
and Chuctae and Aloh^wks were named as cnrreutljr in tho 
ootrespondencc of the eocrctary of state u the Gcnuon c&tuts 
of fiesae and lUnan and Anepach. 

By the fifth of September, Ga^ had ordered gronnd to bo 
brokrai for fortifications on the Neck, which formed the only 
entxaace by land into Boston. In the evening the selectmen 
RKDOnHtrated, hut with no effect. The next day the oonruu- 
tion of Suffo^ comity, which it liad been agreed between 
Samuel Adauu and Warren shotdd send a memorial to the 
general congrcas, uiet In Bedham. Every town and district 
iraA represented, and thrar grand buMneiw woa referred to a 
conunittee, of which 'Warren waa the chairman. 

"WIiUo their report was preparing, the day camo for hold- 
ing the connty a^ha at AVorce^ter. On that inomlng the 
main etrcet of the town was oceupitxl on each side by men, ar- 
nmged under their leaderri in conipiiniefl, six deep, and extend- 
ing for a qnnrtcr of a mile. Through thia great inultimdc tho 
jodgw and their assietauta paaeed eafelj to the court-houfto ; but 
tiiore rhpy were compr>11ed to stay jnnoeedings, and promiiMi not 

1 ,1o take part in cxc'eoting tho unconstitutional act of parUament. 
An approval of the resUtance of the people waa einbudied 
in the careful and elnborate report which Warren on the mnth 
pmented to the adjourned Suffolk convention. '* On the wis- 
dom and on the exertions of ihia important day," mivh were 

i its words, " is HUB|H;udfd tlm fatt; of the New World and of un* 
bom luillione." The retjolutions which followed deoliu%d that 
the sovereign who breaks hia compact with hie pcoplo forfeite 

iitheip allegiance. By their duty to God, their country, them- 
selves, and posterity, they pledged the county to maintain their 
dvil and religions libcrtica, nud to transmit them entire to fu- 
ture generations. They rejected a* nnconstitution&l the regu- 
lating ac't of parliament and all the offioers appuiutud imder its 
ftitLbori^. Tbej enjoined the mandamus councillors to rceign 
their places within eleven days. Attributing to tho British 
eotnmandvr-in-chief hoKtUe inteutJuns, they directed the cnl- 
of tnxei to pay over no money to the treasurer whom 
he recognised. The governor and council had formerly ap- 
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pointod all miliUry officers ; now Out tlie I^&l couiicil was no 
loDger coiiHulted, tliej advised tbu towoe to elect for theniiielves 
officers of tlieir militia imm siicli a« were, inflexible frioads to 
the rights of the people. For pnrposes of provincial govcmroent 
they a<lTia«d a provincial coiigreaa, while thej promised respect 
and submiauon to the coutinciital congrutiK. AgBinst the preti^ 
eat hostile appearanoes on the part of Great Britain they ex- 
pressed iheir delemiiuation '' to act upon the defensive so loug 
as encli cuiitluct might be viudicatcd Ity rcaibuu and tlic princi- 
plee of eel{-pre66TTatioii, bat no l<Higcr." Should Gage arrest 
taj one for political reaaonfl, thej promlfl«d to eelze every crown 
officer ia tlie province as hostages ; and, as it might become 
neoaasaiy suddenly to Buramon assigtaace from the couDtryi 
they arranged a. Bystem of coimerB wbo were to bear written 
mcttiage^ to the eeleclmen or corresponding committees of the 
several towns. The resolutions which thus concerted an armed 
Tedatancc they unanimoosly idojited, and forwarded by oxpreaa 
to the continental congress for ite coi»tdenition and advice. 
'' In a cause so eolemn," they said, " oiu* conduct shall be each 
as to merit the approbntioii of tiic \rm and the admimtion of 
the brave and free of every age and of every country." 

The cotmtry towns in general oboae their own otni^rs, and 
mufitcrcd for exercuso at least once a week ; and the colonel 
and the clerg^-inan and the Kiitiro appeared hi tlie tan\is with 
a firelock to be tauglit tlio manual cxcrcim;. The county of 
'VTorcceter formed all their male inhabitants from tlic ago of 
Bixteeu to seventy into companiee and regiments, and it was 
agreed that ono-third part of tlie enmll«d Khoiild hold them- 
sdves nady to march " nt a minute's warning." 

The intrench uieutA on Boftton Neolc phKied alt within the 
lines at the mercy of tlie array; yet, fearless of hfart, Warren 
hastened into the presence of Oage, to protest in the name of 
Suffolk county agmnst the new fortifications that closed the 
town. 

The carpentOTs of Boston* at the height of their distresa for 
want of cmplo^-mcnt, rcftued to construct iMnactcs for tlic 
army. Meantime, the colony desiml to guard againiit anarcliy 
by institnting a government of their own, for wlJch they found 
historical precedents. In the days of William the Deliverer 
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and Marj, Connecticut and Ilhode Island bad each resumed 

the charter of government which James U. had superseded ; 

j^tbo people of Mai4*achu8cttH now wiBlicd to revive tlieir old 

r, and eontinud allegiance to ii&org^ IlL on no other 

[tcmu than those which their Mice6tor& had stipulated wn'tJi 

^Ohorlca I. ; " otberwiae,'' aaid tiioy, " the laws of God, of nature, 

and of nations oblige ns to cast about for safety." " If tJie 

fODP New England govommeuts alone adopt the measure," 

iBaid Hnwle}' of Ilampshiro, " I will venture m^' life to cirry 

. againat the whole foroe of G reat Britain." In tlie congrcea 

ol Wonsester county a. motion waa made to rcaafinme the old 

charter and elect a governor. Warren, careful lest the prov- 

tiKe should be thought to dm at greater advantages than the 

other oulonies might he wilUng to contend for, sought first the 

consent of tliu continental congress rumiudii^g its members 

that one colony of freemen would bo a noble buhvark for all 

America. 

Kcw England had surmounted its greatest difficDltiee ; its 
esemies placed their hopes on the supposed timidity of the 
gvncral congresa 

At Philadelphia the Sonth Carolinians greeted the delegates 
of MasBachnsetts as the heralds of ireodom, and the Vii-giniana 
eqniQed or fiurpa»ted their eoUeagUtiS in resoluteness and spirit ; 
but, while there was great diversity of opinions rpupoctiiig the 
proper modes of resisting the aggressions of the mother coun- 
try, all united in desiring " the union of Great Britain and the 
cokinies on a constitntional foundation." 

On Monday, the lifth of September, Galloway, the speaker 
of the Pennsylvania UKSCinbly, would have hod congress use the 
fltete-hoose as the place for their deliberations, bnt the carpen- 
ters of Philadelphia offered their plain but spacious hall ; and* 
from respect for the mechanics, it was accepted by a great ma- 
jority. The names of the members were then oitled over; 
and Patrick Ueory, "Waahington, Kichard Henry Lee, Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, Jay, Gtadsden, John Bntledgc of South 
Carolina, the aged Hopkins of Rhode Inland, and ethers, rep- 
resenting eleven colonies, answere<l to the call. Peyton Ran- 
dolph, late speaker of the assembly of Virginia, was nominated 
for the chair by Lynch of South Carolina, and was unanimously 
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chosen. The body named itself '' the caagresa," and ite chair- 
man " tlio preindent" Jay and Duaoe vould have selected a 
■eeretarj' fitnii among tlietiiR^t ven ; biit, un dm motion uf Lynch, 
Oharlea Thomson was appcnnted. Colonies differing in re- 
ligioiiB opiiiiuuK, iit oommorcial interest^ and in evurythlug 
depeodent on climate and labor, in usa^u^ and mauiiere swayed 
by reciprocal prejadiceB, nnd frcqoouUy qnarrcUing with each 
Other KspectiDg boandanee, found themsekee united in one 
2ei»«BentatiT0 body. 

Then aroE« the question as to the method of voting. Then 
'were fifty-fivB meinliera, aush ooluay having sent as many as 
it pleased. Henry, a representative oi the largest atatCt inti- 
matcd that it would be unjust for a little colony to weigh as 
much in the councild of America, aa a. gr^at one. "A little 
colony," observed SuUivai] of New llaiuphire, "has its all at 
stake as well aa a great one." tTobn Adanus admitted that the 
Toto by oolonicft was unequal, yet that an oppcxite oounso would 
lead to perplexing controruniy; for there were no autheutio 
records of the numbere of the people or the value of their 
trade. 

The diflCQssion led the membeia to exa^erate thf.- popa- 
latioQ of their roapoctivu c<.>louic« ; and the aggregate of the 
estimates was made to eiceed three millions. Few of them 
pO MOono d accurate mnterials ; Virginia and the Corolinus had 
nerer emimerated the woodsmen among the mountfiiru and 
beyond them. From retutns whioli were but in port aoeessible 
to tlie congresd, it appeals tliat tlie nnmber of white inlinbi- 
tants in an the thirteen colonies was, in 1774, about two mill- 
ions (me hundred thouaond; of blacks, aboat five hundred 
tlinuwmd ; the total popiiUtion, very neariy two millioos alx 
hundred thousand. 

At the iMiginning of the next dBy*s sewion a long and deep 
ailence premiled. The voice of Virginia was waited for, and 
wae heard through Patrick Henry. 

Making a recital of the wrongs inflicted on Ute oolomea by 
ftCta of ]>&rliament, he declared tliat all goir'cmment was dis- 
sotred ; tliat an entire new one must be fotinded ; that the oon- 
grees tlien aaaembled was but the fint in » novorending suo- 
oeemon ; tliat their present decision would form a precedeot. 
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AjBorting the necessity of union and his own detennination to 
submit to the opinion of the majoritj', he diwiiaded tlie mis- 
cUicfe of an uiiuijual tcprcscatntion, the odviuita^ of a Bj'stem 
that sbonld f^rv each colony its jost weifi;ht. Tho deino- 
craticfil part of the constitntion, he insisted, must be pre- 
wrved in its purity. Without rofuring muic regard in the 
adjuetnient of representation to tho opulence of a colony as 
marked by its exports and imports, he spoke for a rcpro- 
aenution of men. "Slavw," said he, "are to be thrown out 
of the question; if tho freemen can bo reproeeated accord- 
ing to their numbers, I am satisfied." To the objection that 
siKh a repretiontiittou would confer »n undue preponderancA 
on the more populous states, he replied : " British oppreMlon 
haa effaced the botmdariea of the several colonies; the dis> 
tiuctions bctwucn Virginians, Pennsj-l van tans, New Vorkera, 
and New Englandore are no more. I am not & Virginian, 
but an Americatu" "A compound of numbers and prop- 
er^," said Lynch, " should determine the weij^lit of the colo- 
nice;" but he admitted that ench a mio could not then bo 
Mltled. In the same spirit epoke the elder Kutled^ : " "We 
have DO lej^t anthority ; and obedknoe to the mcaeurce we 
adopt will only follow tlmir reasonablenoes, apparent utility, 
and neceemty. We have no coercive aatlmrity. Our oon- 
Btitnenta are bound only in honor to obeerre our determina- 
tions." ^ I cannot see any way of voting but by colonies," 
•aid Gadeden. "Every colony " insisted Ward of Kliode Isl- 
and, ** should have an equal vote. The comities of Virgima 
am unequal iu point of wealth and numbers, yet each has a 
ri^t to 8«id two members to its legitdatare. Wo come, if 
neoeseaiy, to make n sacrifice of our all, and by eneh a Bao- 
rifice the weakest wUt sulfcr as much as the greatest." Harti- 
um of Virginia spoke strongly on the opposite eido, and was 
" very apprehensive that, if Mcli a diareepeot should bo put 
upon his coimtr;-men n« thnt Virpnia should liave no greater 
weight than the Btualli>«t colony, they would never be i^eu at 
another nonventiou." For tliie menace of disunion be was at 
once rebuked by his colleagues "Tliough a representathm 
eqaal to ihu importance of each colony were ever so jost," said 
lUchanl Henry Leo, " the delegates from the several colonies 
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aiv uiipreporod with materials to settle that ei^tialit^." Bland 
of Yirginia saw no eafutj litit iu roting by colonies. ^ The 
quusttuii," lie added, "is whethur tlio Tights ami liberticH of 
Aiiivricn shall be contended for, or given up to arbitraiy 
power." Pendleton acquieeced, yet wuihed the subject might 
be opeD for reoon^dcratioa when full information aboitld liavo 
been obtained. 

It WW reeolred that, in takiiigqucetiuu, etdi colony ehould 
lutva one rotoe ; but the jooreal adds as tho reason, that " the 
OODgreas was not then able to procure proper materials for 
nM<rrtniiiitig tho iuiportanoe of each colony." 

l>iiri]ig the (lubate, Jay di»ietitod in port from Henrys say- 
ing: "I cannot yet tliink that we came to frame an American 
oonatltntbD, instead of endeavoring to correct the faulta in an 
old one. The mea^iuro of arbitrary power is not fall, and it 
nuut ran oror before wc undertake to frame a new constitn* 
tioo." 

It waa next roted that " the doors be Icept shut daring tlie 
time of bneincMj" and the members bonnd themselTea by 
their hoDor to keep the proceedinga eccret until the majority 
ehould direct thorn to bo made public. The treacherous Gallo- 
way pledged his honor with the reet. 

To ilio proposal tliat congreae the next day should bo 
opened with prayer, Jay and Itutlcdg« objected, on account of 
the grciit diversity of religiuiis eentitneQU. " I am no bigul," 
said Samuel Adoma, the Congregntioaalist ; **I can hear a 
pruycr fiom a man of piety and virtue, who is at the same 
tiroe a friend to hia country ;" and, on his nomiuation, DodhS, 
an Epiaeopal c)e^;^an, was cboeen for the Krvice. Before 
the ad joumraent, Putnam's exprees arrived with tlto report that, 
Kfter a bloody attack on the people by the truoys at BobIob, 
Connecticut as well aa UaeaadiuiioltB was ridng in amis. The 
Mxt day mufBed hoUs were tollMl. At the opening of oon- 
gnca, Washington wu preeent, itanding in pnyer, and Ileniy 
and Randolph and Loo and Jay and Rntledge and Gadadon ; 
and by th«ir aid* Pnabytwiuii and CoagngatkHkalista; the 
livingEtona, Shemun. Samntd Adorns, Jo}u Adana ; and otfaem 
of Xev Eughind, who believed tlut a rode (oldiery were then 
tnfarting the dveUinga and taking the Una of their friends. 
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Wliea tlie p&alm for the day wns rend, Heaven it&olf ecomed 
ottermg its ontHe. " Plead ihou my caxise, O Lord, with them 
that BtriTB with me; and fight thou aguinet them tliat fight 

E'lgniuBt me. Lay limad upou the tdiiuld and buckler, and stand 
up to Lclp mc Bring fortK tlio sjiear, and etop the way against 
them that persecute me. Let tbeni that imagine mischief for 

I me be as dust before the wind. Who i* Ukc unto tliee, who 
delivereat the poor from him that is too strong for him} 
Lord! how long wilt thou look on ( Awake, and atand up to 
judge my quarrel ; avenge thoa my cause, my God and my 
I^ord." After tliis, the minister, with the earnestness of tlie 
bcBt diWncs of Now England, unexpectedly buret into an ex- 
tempore prayer for iVnierica, fur the congress, fur Mas^nchn- 

I aetto, and eti'pecialty for Boston. 

The cougrese that day appointed one committee on the 
riglita of the colonics, itud auutber on tlio Brituih Htatutes affect' 
ing their manufactures and trade. They received by a second 
ex]iret!« tlie Kune confueed account of bloodshed near Boston. 
Proofft both of the sympathy and the rc&olution of the oonti- 
nent met the delegates of Ma^achoaetts on every hand ; and 
the cry of " war" was pronounced with Snuness. 

The next day brought more oxact iufomuition, and tlie 
committee of congress on the rights of the coloniee began their 
deliberationA The first inquirj- related to the foundation of 
those rights. Lee of Virginia nstod them on nature. " Onr 
snoeetOfB,'' ho said, " found here no govonunent, and, as a oon- 
fiequence, had a right to make their own. Cliartora are an 
nuvafe reliaiice, for the king's right to grant them has itself 
been denied. Beaides, tlie right to life and the right to liberty 
are inalit-uable." Jay of New York likewise recurred to (he 
laws of nature ; and enumerated among natural rights the right 
to emigrate, and the ri^t of the emigrants to erect what gov- 
emmeut thoy pleaded. John Butledge, on the contmry, held 

, that allegiance is iniUienable; that the first omignmta had not 

^Ikad the right to elect their king ; that American claims were 
dcrircd from the British cauctitution rather than &om the law 
of onturc. But Sherman of Conueetieut deduced olle^ance 
from Consent, without which the colonies were not Ixmud by 
the act of ttcttlement Duane, like Uutledge, slimnk from Uie 

roi. IT.— 3 
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appeal to Che law of n&tura, and he founded govenuneat on 
property in ]»nd. 

Beliind tliese views lay tho question of the power of f&r- 
lUment over the oolouiea. " A right of r«guUdnf; trade," wid 
Gadwlen, true to the principle of 1765, " is a right of le^slo- 
tioti, and a right of legislation in one case is a right in all." 

Amid T&r)-iiig opiniona and theories, the ooDgrcsB, io- 
creaeed to twelve coloniM hy delegates from North Carolina 
and iutcint upon securing abeolnte unanimity, moved with 
great deliberation ; eo that Galloway hoped " the two portiee 
vonld remain on an equal balance.'' But in that body there 
was a nuD who knew how to bring the cnthtuiasm of the peo- 
ple into connection with its rcpr«seiitativec. " Samuel Adauw," 
wrote Galloway, "tliough by uo means remarkable for brilliant 
tbOidea, is equal to most men in popular intrigue and tho 
management of a faction. lie cats little, drinks little, filoope 
littl^ and tiiinka much, and h moat dcdsive and indefatigable 
la the purauit of hU objects. He was tlte man who, by hw 
nperior application, managed at once the faction in congreea 
at Philadelphia and the factions in New England." 

On the seventeenth of September, the deli^tes of Massa- 
diDsetta laid before congreas the address of tlie Suffolk txranty 
coQTcntion to Oago, on his ecixure of the province's stock of 
powder and his hoetUo occupation of tho only approach to Boe- 
tOD by land ; and the reeolutiona of the same ooQTeotton, which 
declared tliat no obedicnoe was due to the acts of puriiament 
alEooting their colony. 

Ab the papere w&tq read, expreaeioDfi of oeteom, lore, and 
admiration broke forth in graieroua and manly eloquence. 
** UpaTLJinity prevailed hoc of provinces only, but of individual 
membera." In hngoage which but faintly expnKM>d tlieir 
■fHrit, they declared their Bympnthy with their soffering coun- 
trymen in Massachusetts, most ihorooghly approved the wift- 
dom and fortitude with which oppo«ition to minisbcrial mea«- 
UTM bad liitherto been oondnctod, and eameetly reoommended 
pereevcranou acconUng to the rceolations of the ootmty <^ Suf- 
folk. Knowing that a new parliament mast soon 1m chosen, 
they erproescd their tnist ** that the united efforta of North 
America would carry such conviction to the Britiah nadoa of 
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the nnjai<t and rainoas policy of the preseot adinimstratioti as 
quickly to introduce better men and wiflcr measures." 

To tliifi cud, tlioy ordtrcd tln-ir own rcHoloHons, witli the 
oomninnications from Suffolk countj, to be printed. But their 
appeiU to thd electors of Britain was anticipated. The mflcxi- 
ble king, weighing in advance the poesibLo inflneucc of the 
Anoican oongrcsa, oTorruled Lord North, and, on the last day 
of S(!pteinber suddenly dissolving ]>arliament, brouglit on the 
new election before proposal for conciliation could bo re- 
eeived. 

Oage, with the forces under hia command, hoped for no 
mora than to pa«s tlit! winter unmoleKt^d. At one moment a 
snepeoision of the penal acts was hia favorite advice, which the 

facing ridiculed »s senaele^ ; at tUii next, he demanded on army 
of twenty tbou&and incu, to be corapoAod of Cana«lian recmita, 
Indian-s and hirrling» from the continent of Europe; again, he 
would bring the Americans to terms by caeting them off aa 
fcUow-Bubjects, and not suffering even a boat to go in or out of 
timr tmrbors. AU tho while he wa« exerting himeelf to obtain 
payment for the tea a^ a prelude to reconciliation. His agents 
wrote to their friends in eongrees, orging concessions. Such 
was the advice of Church, in language atfoeting the highest 
patriotism; and an officer who had wrved with Wutihington 
sought to peninade hi» old companion in arms that Kew Kng> 
land was couHpiring for independence. Il was, moreover, in- 
Euiuatctl that, if Tklaiwuchuuetta aliouUI once resume ita old 
charter and elect ita goTcmor, all Kew England -would unite 
with ber, and become strong enough to absorb the laods of 
other govurmueuta; that New Iluiiipohire wi>uU occupy both 
alopee of the Green Moontaind ; that MafisachuHitfas would seize 
the western territory of New York ; while Connecticut would 
appropriate Nortlicm Pcnn^lvauia, and compete with Vir- 
ginia for tho AVeet. 

Tlie frugal New England people increased tlieir frugality. 

j" Aa for me," wrote tlic wife of John Adams, " I will aeek 

pool and flax, and work willingly with my hands." Tet the 

man in hie distresB would not aooept employment from 

"the Rritiah army; and tlie twelve nearest towna agre«l to 
withliold from It every supply beyond what humanity required. 
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But all the province, even to FalmoTith and boyoad it, shared 
the mTrr>vn of ]io*ton, anil cheered its mUabit&Btfi in their suf- 
ferings. Nor did ite citi?.eng despair. Its newlv elected Pep- 
rawutatives were iTuttTDcted never to acknowledge the regalat- 
ing act ; and, in caae of a diMolotioii, to joiD tfae other mem- 
ben in forming a prorincia] cocgresH. 

The aweniMj waa Bommoned to meet at Balem on the fifth 
of October, at which tiinu the couDcillore who had been legalljr 
oomiDiasioned in Ma; intuiidud to take their Beats, ii5 their pe- 
riod of office was a year, and they were not removable during 
the term for which ther were chosen. Against w dear a titl«^ 
the mandamas cwuncillors would not dare to claim their ptaees 
witfaout a larger escort than thov could receive. Gage was in 
a dilemma. On the In'eiitj -eighth of Septemlier, by an anoma- 
lous proclamation, )io neither dissolved nor prorogned the as- 
eembly which bo had called, but decUucd to meet it at Salem, 
and aasnmed to diediai^ the representatives elect from their 
dnty of attendance. 

Meantime, the continental committee on the rights of the 
coloniee, having been increaited by one member from each of 
the three provinoe»— Virginia, MaasachneettA, and PenniiyU'ania 
extended their ftearcbea to the statotea affecting indn^trj- nnd 
trade. But in a bodv wliooe memlien were collected from re- 
motti piirt« of the conntry, accnrfomed to no nniform mles, 
differing in their ideafi and their foniia of expreadon, di&tmet 
could be allayed only by the moat patient diflni88ion&; and, for 
tfae nke of nnanimity, tediotw delay was inevitable. 

In the tint place, it was silently agreed to reet the demands 
of America not on conndcrations of natnml righta, but on a 
historical hiutis. Nothing was complained of but innovations, 
eo that every appearance of a revolotion was avoided. 

How far the retrospect for grievances fihonld be carried 
was the next imjuiry. Sonth Carolina would have included all 
laws restrictive of manufactures and navigation ; in a word, all 
the fltatntea of which Great Britain had been eo pnMligal 
toward her infant colonies, for the purpose of confining their 
trade and crippling their domestic indostrr. But t}ie Vir^ni> 
■M, conforming to their instmetions, narrowed the iseno to 
the innovations during the reign of Oeoige III. ; a&d, as Mary- 
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and N'ortli Carolina would oot separate from Virginia, the 
acts of navigation, though condemned hy Richard Henry Lee 
as a capital violation of American rights were not inclnrtod in 
tlic IJHt of grievanocK. 

The V^ir^niaiu) lud never meant to own the binding force 
of tbe act^ of navigation : the propodal to recognise tiuan came 

^irom Duine of Kew York, and encountered tbc etrongeet op- 
sition. Somo unshed to deny altogether Clie anthority of 
|»arliament ; others, its power of tajcation; otliers, its power of 
intomal taxation only. These dL«cumionB were drawn into 
groat length, and seemed to promise no flgroement ; till, at last, 
John Adams was persuaded to shape a compromise in tlio 

' VpiriL and very nearly in tlie wordii of Duane. His resotntion 
ran tlius: " From tlie neceasi^ of the case and a regard to the 
mutual interest of the countries, we cheerfully consent to the 

' operation of such act« of the IMti«h parliament us arc, Ikma 
jGcfo, rostraiuud to tho reflation of our external commerce, 
its the purpoee of securing tlie commercial advantages of tbc 
vfaole empire to the mother country and the commercial beno- 
fite of its respective members ; excluding every idea of taxa- 
tion, internal or extemid, for raising a revenue on the eubjecta 
in America without their consent/' 

This arttele was contrary to tbe principles of Otis at tbe 
oommeocenicnt of tlie contest; to the re{>eated declaratinns of 
Samtwl Adams; to the congrcM of 1765, which bad put aside 
a aimilar propoeltjon when offered by Livingston of Kev 
York. Not one of the committee was fully t^tiiitied with it; 
fei, afl tbe ablest speaker from Ma»iachtisett# had given way, 
Ibe coDOGsrion was inevitable. It stands as a monument that 
the congrcfls harlHircd nn dutirc but of reconciliation. " I 
would have given everything I poeeefeed for a restoration to 
tlm atato liuforu tltv aiuk»t Iiegan," eaid John Adams, at a later 
day. Ilis nonolution accepted tliat badge of servitude, tbe 
Britiab colonial system. 

Poring those diBcrueioiu, Qalloway of Pennsylvania, in ae- 
eret oonoert with the governor of Xow Jersey and with Golden 
of New York, proposed for the govermnent of tlie colonies A 
piwideiit-genemi of tlio king's ap|K»intment, and a grand ooun- 
etl to be cboeeu onoe in three yeore by tlie severnl ajuaembliee. 
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The British parHameDt wu to ture the power of reri^ng the 
acts of this body, which in itc turn was to have a negatiTQ od 
Brituh Klotutcs relating to the coloniea. "1 am as much a 
frteod to Uborty aa uxists," hliiet«red QaIlow87,H« be prewntod 
his insidions propoeitioD, ** and do man ahall go further in 
point of fortune or in point of blood than the man who now 
addmBM yon.** Hie acheme held out a hope of a continentil 
imioiu which was the long-cheiiehod polity of Xew York ; it 
VU aooonded by DoaiK and supported by Jay, hut oppoaed 
by Leo of Vij^inia. Patrick Henry objected to iotmsting 
the power of taxation to a oouneil to be cboMU not directly by 
the po(>pl[^, but indirectly by iu rBpreaentativee ; and he con- 
demned the propoaal in all its a>i-pect(i. *' The originfil consti- 
tutioii of the colonies," said he, " was founded on the broidert 
and nioiit generous liase. Tlic regulation of our tradu compaD* 
eates all thu protection we cror experienced. We shall liberate 
our coQstitQentfi from a corrupt hootie of commons, but throw 
tlium into the arms of an Amuricuu Ic^isUturo, that may ho 
bribed by a nation wliich in the face of tho world avows bri- 
bery as a part of its eyetem of goTerament. Before we are 
obliged to pay taxes as they do, let as be as freo as they ; let 
US hare our trade open with all the world." " I think the plan 
alracHt perfnot," said Edward liutledge. But not one colony, 
nnlew it may have boen New York, voted in itA favor ; no 
more than a bare majority would consent that it shoidd eron 
lie on tlie table; and at a later day eougree Btrudc the pro- 
posal from its rocord. 

Witli this defeat, Galloway lost his mischieTons importance 
At the provincial elections in Pennaylrania, on the first day of 
October, Dickinson, his old opponent, was choeen almotit nnani- 
moualy a representative of the county, l^tifflin, though op- 
posed by some of the Quakers as too wano, was elected a bai" 
gesB of I'hitedelphia by eleven hundrad votes out of tliirtcen 
Imndred, with Charlee Thomson as his coUeagne. The assem- 
bly, on the very day of its oiganization, added Dickinson to ibs 
delegation in oongroes; and li« took his scat in season to 
dnw the address of that body (o the king. 

During the debates on the proper basis of that address, 
letten from Bosttxi announced that the goveru(» oontinned 
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Mizing private military stores, suffering tlio soldierj "to treat 
both town and coantrj as declared eaemies," ioHJijmg the 
town and moontrng canDon at its eotraace, aa tbougli bu woald 
bold ite inhnbitaDts as hostages in order to compel a oompUanoe 
rith the new laws. As ho liad eluded the meeting of the g&Or 
leral court, they applied to coiigroes for advice ; if the congress 
ij^onld inivtnicc tlieni to quit the ti>vii, tliey woald obey. The 
^ti2eQS, who colloctirely had been more affluent than chose of 
aj other plaee of equal nomberB in the world, made a fonnal 
Fer to abandon their homes, and throw theinwlTee^with their 
wives and cluldren, their ngcd and iniirm, on tlie charity of the 
oonntty people, or build huts in the woods, and never revisit 
tfadr nacire wolla until reKMtsbliahed in. their rtghtu and liber- 
tiea. (-Tadsdeu blazed up at tlie thought, and he proposed that 
Qoge should be attacked and routed before re-euforcemeota 
eould arrive ; but the oongroSiS was reaolvcd to ojdiaust every 
of ledrose before eanctioning an appeal to tuma. 
The more impetuous people were ever inelincd to break 
the bounds set for them. About the middle of October, the 
brig Peggy Stewart, from Tendon, arrived at Annapolis with 
two tbou.san<i ttiree bondrod and twenty pounds of tea, on 
which the owner of the voesol made haeto to pay the duty. 
The people of Maryland retientcd this voluntary Enbmission to 
the Brjti-ili claim, whicli their delegates to the general congreGS 
were engaged id conteeting. For the honor of the province a 
committee Icopt watch to prevent tlie landing of the tea ; aao 
cessivc pnblic meetings drew tlironga even from distant OOUD* 
tjee ; till the two importeis and tlio ahijHiwner jointly oxproseod 
tfadr contrition, and offered to expiate their offence by burning 
tba " detestable article'' which hod caused their misconduct. 
When it appeared that Uiis would not satiafy the crowd, the 
owner of the brig, after a little consultation with CharlcB Cor- 
roU, proposed to devote that also to the flames. The offer was 
accepted. The penitent importers and on'uer went on board 
the vesBol with liats off and lighted torches in tlielr hands, and, 
in the preeenoe of a multitude of gazers, set fire to the pack- 
ages of te.% all of which, together with the P^lgy Stowait^ 
ber cannu and cordage, were consumed. 

TVaihington ardently wished to end civil discord and n>- 
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store tranquiUity upon cowttitatioual grouods, but his inilignar 
tkni at tbe wrongs of Boston could Iw app^aitcd only by Uieir 
redrees, and his purpose to resiet the cjcecatjon of the reg^at- 
ing act iras un&lterab1& "Pemut me," eo he addref»od a 
Briti&h officer tlion wrving under Gage, *^ viik the freedom of 
a irieod, to exprosB my sorron- that fortuco should place you in 
a vervioe that mu^t fix curses to the latest posterity upoo the 
oontriveK, and, if sueeess (which, l»y the by, is jmp*»siblc) ao- 
companies it, exccratiooB upon all tliose who bnvc been iuslm- 
inental in tlie cxi-cutloD. The Massachusetts people are erery 
day receiving fr»ih jiroofs uf a systematie aiwerlion of an arbi* 
trary power, deeply planned to overtom the laws and eoDBtl- 
tntlon of their country, and to violate the most cwcntial and 
Talnabli! righta of mankind. It i» not the w'itdi of that govern* 
mont, or any other upon this continent, eepanttelj or coUeo* 
tively, to Bet up for independence ; but none of thcin will over 
Eufimit to the lotjtt of those rights and privilegi-s wllltout which 
life, liberty, and property are rendered totally insecure. Is it 
to be wondered at that men attempt to avert the imi»cnding 
blow in lt« progroBB, or prepare for their dofenoc if it cannot 
be avcrtod { Give me lea\-o to add as my opinion, ttiat, if tbe 
ministry are determined to putdi matters to extremity, more 
blood will be spilled on this occasion than hiBtory has ever yet 
famished instances of in the annals of North America.** 

Boos, a Pennsylvanian, moved in congrtMs'tliat Massacha- 
Mtta should be left to her own discretion with respect to gov- 
emmeut, and tho administration of justice as well as defence. 
^niQ motion was scct>nded by Galloway, in the hope of iiisuUt- 
ing her. Had it been adopted, she would have revived her 
fi»t cliartcr, under tlie Pine Trce flag of her forefathers, and 
elected her govomor. From Uic desire of conciliattou the 
province was suffered to continue in a state of anarchy ; but 
(m the eighth of October it was resolved, though not unani> 
monsly, " that this congress approve the oppoeition of the in- 
habitouta of the Maasadmsettd Itay to tlie execotion of the lato 
acta of parliiimunt, imd, if the same shall be attempted to be 
carried into execution by force, all America ought to support 
them in their opposition." Tliis is the vote whicli hardened 
George m. to listen to no terms. Qalloway and Duane d^ 
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eired leave to enter their ]>rotcBt« againGt tbc rfwlittion, and, u 
thin was refused, tlicy gave to eoch otiier prirateiy certificatee 
that tbey lind oppoded it aa treasonaLle. Two days later, eon- 
gross fnrthei* " declared that every person who ehonid accept 
or act under any eoinmisaion or authority derived from Ui© act 
of pnjliatneut which violated the charter of Haseaehusetts, 
ought to be held ia dote^tatioa ; " and, in ilieir letter U> Oage, 
they censured his ct»njuct as tending*' to involve a free people 
in tlte herrors of war." 

]n adopting a declaration of rigliLs, the divieion which bad 
Bhown itself in the committee was renewed. " Here," Bftid 
"Ward of Rhode Island, " no acta of parliament can hind. 
Giving up this point is yielding all." Agaioet him spoke 
Jobjk Adains and Duano. ** A right," said Lrach, " to bind 
xta in one case may imply a right to bind us in all ; bnt we are 
bound in none.'' The reeolutioa of concession was arretted by 
the vote of five colonies ngaiust five, with Massachnwtts and 
Rhode Island divided, but at last was carried by the influence 
of John Adains. Duaiie desired next to Btrike the Quebec act 
from the li&t of grievances ; but of all the bad acts of purlia- 
mcnt, RiclianJ Henry Leo pronouiieed it the woret. His opin- 
ion prevailed ufMin a v(»te which Duaiie^s reluctant adhesion 
made unaniraoos. Thus eleven acts of parliament or parts of 
acti, iuclading the Quebec act and the actM specially dtecting 
HaHaehnsetts, were declared Id t>o such infringements and 
TJolatioiis of the rights of the colonics that the repeal of them 
waa cmentJally Dcceegary, in order to restore harmony between 
the cotonioft and Great Britain. 

Tlte coDgreEs bad ouauimouBly resolved from the firet day 
of the coming December not to import any merchandifio from 
Great Britain and Ireland. They could not agree upon an im- 
mediate non-oxport«lton ; if the redress of American grievanoea 
dHmId be delayed Wyond the tenth day of September of the 
ft^owing year, a roeotution to export no merchandise to Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the West Indiee after tliat date was car- 
ried, bnt againut the voice of Soutli Carolina. "Wlien the mem> 
bera proceeded to bind themMlves to these meagurcs by an t»- 
soeiatioD, three of the delegates of that colony refuKud their 
namoa. " The agreement to etop exports to Great Britain is 
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aneqaal," reafloned Katlodge; "New Kogland f>hipB tittle or 
notlJng thero, bot madB Hsk, its great staple, to Portugal or 
Spain ; South Carolinu. annuaJly eliipA rice to luiglaud tu the 
rmlae of a million and a haif of dollars. New England would 
lio (iffectvd bnt b'ltle b;^ the prohibition ; Carolina wonld bo 
rained ; " and be and two of his coUe.ig;nes withdrew from the 
eoligKM, tiadfidoQ, who never counted tbo cost of patriotism, 
rffinaint»d in bis place, and} trosting to the geneiwtty of bie 
ooDStitueiita, declared hiinnBlf ready tociign the aesooLation. All 
bosinees was interrupted for several daye, when congress re- 
oatled the eecedors 1^ allowing the nnconditional export of 
rioe. 

The asKKaatJou farther adopted witfaont oppowdon the 
memorable covenant which inatigurated the abolition of the 
BlBTe*tnde: " We will neither import nor purchase any slave 
imported after the fint day of Decenibur next, after which 
time we will wholly discontinQQ the alaTe-trade, and will neither 
be conoumcd in it oumelvw, nor will wo lura our vckscIh nor 
eeil our commodittee or mannfactnree to tiioee who are ooa- 
ocmod in it." 

This first American confj^rees bronffbt forth another measore, 
which wa« without an example. It r&oogniacd the politioal 
being and autbority of the people. While it refnaod to petition 
parliament, it atldrossed the people of the provinces from Nova 
Sootia to Florida, the people of Canada, die people of Great 
Britain, making the printing preag ha ambaanador to the ruing 
power. 

To tlie British people whom they deaoiibed as having been 
"led to greatness by tlw hand of liberty,*' and as ** beire to the 
riglits of taut*' they said, in the langnage ci Jay : ^ Know 
that we cxm&ider oanclres. and do inmst that we are, and onght 
to be, aa free as our fellow-subjects in Bntain. ami that no 
power on earth has a right to take oar prapeity from ns with- 
ool oor ooosent. Prior tudie eta,** of 1763, •^y«a were «oi»- 
tent witlt wtiolth prodaoed by car eocoiiMme. Yon restniaed 
vox tntle ID everr wav th«« oo«ld eoodaoe to yooremotoiBeat 
Too eaendaed nnbonndod so n atei g iity over tbe H&** A j w eni 
iag to these restrietiomi, thoy domastnied that m vietory otbt 
the righto of Ameriea wovld aoC ootjr be faamo of advant^e 
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to tbe English nation, bnt increase their public debt, peosionen, 
and place-men, diminiah their commerce, and lead to the over- 
Uiron- of their libcrtius by viotuucu iind corruptiou. Nor did 
the descendanc of UoguoQots foil to umko for thorn an appeal 
as Frotcstantfl to Proteetimt Scotland and England. FinaUj 
tbey Olid ; *' To your joetioe we appeal. You liavc boon told 
tliat we nro impatient of goremmcDt and dcstroos of indcpon- 
daaey. These aro calomuies. Permit os to be as free a« jour- 
aelTes, end ive ahall ever e^iteeiu a union with you to lie our 
greatest glorf and our greatest happiness. Bnt if yon are d&- 
tennined that jonr ministera ahall iraotonlj sport with tlie 
riglita of mankind ; if neither the voice of justice, tbe dictates 
of law, tlw; principUw of the constitution, or the suggestions of 
humanity^ can reetroin your bands from shedding human blood 
in auch aji impious cause, we must then toll you that wc will 
nerer mbmit to be bewora of wood or drawers of water for 
any ministry or nation in tlie world." 

A aeoond congress waa appointed for May of tbe next year, 
atvhich all the colonics of North America, including Nova 
Sootiu and Canada, were invited to appear by their deputies. 
The nitimato decision of Anierica was then iml>odie<1 in a 
petition to the king, written by Dickinson, and Imbned in 
Qveiy line with a deure for oouolUation. In the Ust of griev- 
anoee, congreea enumerated the fitatntoit, and tlicwe only, which 
had been enacted since tbe year 1 763 for the very purpose of 
changing the comtitation or the admimatration of the oolonies. 
They justified their discontent by hifitoric tradition, and by 
the ideas of right. "So far from promoting umovationa," 
said they truly, "we liave only opposed them; and can be 
charged mtb no offence, nnlees it be one to receive injnriei 
ud be genublc of them.'* Acqniesoing in the restrictions on 
their ships and indostry, thoy professed a resdineas on the part 
of tbe colonial legielatures to make snitablo provision for the 
adminiitnition of jutitioe, Uie snp])ort of civil government, and 
for defooce, protection, and eecurity in time of iwoce ; iji cose 
of war, they pledged tbe coIoDios to " most atrenuons efforts in 
granting impplies and raiiing foroee." But the privilege of 
thna expressing their aifectioiiate attachment they would 
"iiever resign to any body of men upon earth." " We aak," 
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they cODtinaed, " but for peace, liberty, and safe^. We wiah 
not a dimiDUtion of tbe pren^gutive, uor the grant of aiiy newj 
rigbt Your royal aiithoritj' over ns, and oiirconnei'tion witttT 
Grent Britain, we ebaJl always support and maintain ; " and 
they bemugbt of the king, " as the loving father of bis wliola, 
people, his interpoeiUun for tbcir ruliuf and a gracious anitwefj 
to their petition." 

From eomplaoeDcj toward Bookingham, tbev passed over 
the deckratory act in silence ; and thej expressed their assent 
to the power of regulating commerce. But the beet evidence 
of tlicir sincerity is found in tba meafure which tliey rei^om- 
meuded. Had independence been their object, tbey woold 
have Htraiued every nerre to increase their exports and fill the 
conntn,- lu retiuii with the inanufartiireM and munitions which 
they required. Tlie mispeiif<ion of trade was the iiio«t disin- 
tareeted manner of expressing to the mother country how 
deeply tliey felt their wrongs, and how eamcstty they desired 
a peaceful rcfitoration of reciprocal confidence. While Brituin 
found anotlier market for her sorplos manofactnree and India 
goods, the American merchant sacrificed nearly his whole btui- 
nea& The exchequer might pcrhape sufier some diminution 
in the revenue from tobacco, bnt the planters of Mar^lund and 
Ytr^nia gave up the entire exchangeable produce of their es- 
tates. The cessation of tbe export of provisions to the West 
Indies, of flaxBOed to Ireland, injured tbe northern pro^'inces 
very deeply; and yet it would touch only the BritiKh mer- 
chants wlio had dobt« to collect in tbe West Indies or Ireland, 
or tbe English owners of West Indian or Irish estates. Every 
refusal to import was made by the colonist at the cost of per- 
lional comfort ; every omission to export was a waste of bis re- 
sources. Moreover, no means existed of enforcing the ograo 
went; so that the truest jiatriote woidd suffer moat. And yet 
th& people so yoamcd for a bloodless restoration of the old 
relations with Britain that they cheerfully entered on the ex- 
periment, in the hope that the extreme self-denial of the 
country would distieea British commerce enough to bring the 
govcmniput to refloGtioiL 

But, since the efforts to avert civil war might fail, Jolm 
Adams was anxious to see New England provided with ''cash 
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and gnnpowder." Ward of Rhode Island foretold that Amer- 
ica was to light all the natioDS of the earth to freedom. 
" "Were I to fluffer as a rebel in the cause of American liberty, 
Bhonld I not be translated immediately to heaven as Enoch was 
of old?" wrote Hewee of North Carolina. Samuel Adams 
urged bis friends to study the art of war, and organize ro- 
eistance. " I would advise," said he, " persisting in our strug^ 
gle, though it were revealed from heaven that nine hundred 
and ninety-nine were to perish, and only one of a thousand to 
survive and retain his liberty. One such freeman must pos- 
sess more virtue and enjoy more happiness tiian a thousand 
slaves ; and let him propagate his like, and transmit to them 
what he hath so nobly preserved." " Delightful as peace is," 
said Dickinson, " it will come more grateful by being unex- 
pected." Washington foresaw that the meaaures of congrees 
would not prove effectnaL When Patrick Heniy read the 
words of Hawley, " After all, w& must fight," he raised his 
hand, and called God to witness as he cried out : "I am of 
that man's mind." 
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CHAPTER Y. 



HOW BSTTAEN BEGAN CAITIOUO UlLUICIPATIOX, AXD HOW VTSt- 
QISIA mnjJFIKD TBB QirBBKO ACT. 

OCTOSEB-XOVEHBKB 1774. 

Tux oongrefie of 1774 contoined etatenneii of the higbert 
order of wisdom. For eloqaenoe, Patrick Henry was nnri- 
railed; next to liim in debate stood tho elder Rutlodgc, of 
South CaioliDn ; " hot, if you speak of eolid informatioD and 
sound jtidgineul," said Patrick Henry, "Waahingtou U im- 
q[ac6tionnblj (he greateet man of thom all.'* 

White the delegatea of the twelve ool«uee were in seasion 
in Philadelpbia, ainuty of the nioinlierB jart elected to the 
Kaseachusetts assembly appearetl on Wednesday, the fifth of 
October, at the court-house in Salem. After waiting two daya 
for the goTomor, they paeecd judgniunt on hit) unoonstattUiouol 
proclamatioD agunst their meeting ; and, reeolviog tbemselTee 
into a pronneial cougreaa, they adjourned to Concord. Ther^ 
on the eleventh, the members, about twi-. Imndred and axty in 
number, oloctod John Hancock tbcir prceident On iIk- four- 
teenth, they sent a meaoge to the govctuor, that for wont of a 
goiR-ral assembly thoy bad couvoned in congreeB; and Uioy 
remoastrated agaiuiit hiti hostile prepantiono. A committee. 
itom Worcester eounty made to him eimilor reprcscQtntions. 

To tho provincial eoiigroea, which had again odjoumod 
from Concord to Cambridge, Gage made answer by recriuilna^ 
tions. Tliey were earronnded by diffiralties. A committee^ 
appointed on the twenty-fourth of October to oonaider the 
proper time to provide & stock of powder, ordnance, and ord- 
nanou etorca, reported on the same day that the proper time 
was oome. Upon the debate for raifiing money to prejiara 



ITT4. 



TH^ QrEBEO ACT OF PARLIAMENT. 



TO 



ior the crisis, one member proposod to appropriate a thoimntjj 
pounds, another two tlioueand ; a committco reported a sum of 
lees t1ian niiioty thoufiiiad dollars a^ a preparation against a 
mo6t weahliy and warlike empire. Hhvy cU>cti;d diroe g«;r»eral 
c^oere*' hj ballot. A committee of safetjr, llancock and War- 
ren being of the number, was invested with power to alarm 
and master the militia of tliu proviuou, of whom ouo fourth 
vrero to hold tliemselvee ready to march at a miniite'ii notioo. 

In ComK-cticut, wlilch, from its compactceea, numbers, and 
wealth, WRA eccoitd oulj to Haaoehuactta in military resourocfl, 
the legislature of 1771 provided for effectively organizing the 
inilitift, prohibited the importation of Bhivea, aiid onUired the 
eovural towns to provide double the usaal qaantlty of powder, 
ball, and flints. • They directed the issoe of fifteen tboosand 
pounds in billfi of cn>d!t of the colony, oud msdu a small in- 
crease of the taxes. This was the first issue of paper money 
in the ooloniee preparatory to war. 

Tlie congren of Majwachusctbi, in UliC maimer, directed 
the people of the province to perfect tliemselvee in military 
skill, and c-ach town to provide a full stock of anus and aramu- 
nitioQ, Ilaving vob'd to pay no more money to tltu royal col- 
lector, tlicy cho«e a receiver-general of Uieir own, and instituted 
at system of provincial tajcation. They appointed exocutJva 
oonunittecs of safety, of eorrcspondcnoc, and of supplieA. As 
the continuntaJ congrees would not sanction their resuming tho 
charter from CharlDs T., they adhered as nearly ns possible t* 
that granted by M'illinm and Maiy ; and summoned the ooun- 
ciUorB, duly elected imder tliat charter, to give, attendance on 
the fourth Wednesday of Xovorober, to which time they ad- 
journed. To their next meeting thoy referred tho considera^ 
tiou of tho propriety of oendiug agents to Canada. 

The trtmblcs with the tliirteen colonies led the court of Great 
Britain to its first i;tep in the emancipation of Catholics ; and, 
with no higlwr objctrt in vi«:w tliaii to strengthen the authority 
of the king in America, the Quebec act of 1774 began that 
series of cono^ons which at la.<d; opened tho British [torliar 
ment and the hJph offices nf admiuiHtration to " papista," 

In the belief that tho loyalty of its poeseesious had been 
promoted by a dread of the French scttlemonta on their north- 
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em and western, frontier, Britain maght to create under its 
own atupicea a distiiict empire, enited to restnun liei' original 
colonic* from aapiring to iudopendeace. For tliis end, it an- 
nexed hy act of parliament to tliu prurince vrliicli was called 
Qncbec all tbu territory norlli-wcHt of tlic Ohio, a^ fur s5 tbe 
Hiseieeippi river and thence to tlie head of Lake Superior ; aad 
coDBoIidated all autliority over this bouudlcas mgiou in the 
Iianda of lliu cxot-utivc [wwer of Great Britain. Tlic Catho- 
lics were not displcaiied that tLv promise of a repreacntatire 
assetohly was not kept In 1763, they had all been di^fran- 
chiecd in a land where there were few Proteetanta, except 
attc'udauts on the army and goverruocnt offielala. A repre- 
seDtatiTo assembly, to which none but Protestauta conid be 
ehosen, would liave mibjecled almost all the iuhabitaiite to a 
reeideiit oligarchy, hateful by their race and religion, Lheir eu- 
pramacy as conquerors, and Uieir utelfislintMM. The QuuIhw act 
authorized tlie crown to confer posts of honor and of business 
upon Catholics; and they chose rather to depend on tlie clem- 
ency of the king than to have au exclusively Proteetant parlia- 
ment, like that of Inilaad. This limited political toleration 
left no ntom for the aentiment of patriotiitiu. The French 
Caiiadiaua of that day could not porsuadu tlivnuiolves that they 
had a coimtry. Tbey would hare dedred an aasombly to vluch 
they should be eligible; but, since that was not to be obtained, 
they accepted their partial oufranciiisoment by the king, ^ ^ 
hooii to a oonqiiered people 

The owners of estates were gratified by the restoration 
of the French system of law. The Eiiglidi emigrants might 
complain of the want of jaiy trials in civil procenee; but 
the French Canadians were grateful for relief from statutot 
wliicli l-hcy did not comprehend, and from the chicanery of 
unfamiliar courts. The nohility of New France, who had ever 
been accustomed to anna, were still further coucillatod by the 
propoeal to enroll Canadian liattalioius in which they could 
hold commiffiions on oqoal terms with EngUah officers. 

The capitulation of New Fiance had guaranteed to the 
cle^y freedom of pubhc woreldp ; by tlie Quebec net they 
were confirmed in the poasossion of their ancient ohnrchca and 
their roTonaos ; so that the Bonuo Catholic womliip was as. 
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<;ifc-ctually tistabluiliod in Caniula as the Presbyteriao church m 
ScoUaad. When Carleton returned to his government, hear- 
ing tlib great meaau^ of ooiiciliutiuu of which ho vas known 
to have been the advisor, be was wcloomed b; the CathoUc 
bifihop and priests of Quebec with profeesions of lovalty ; and 
the memory of Thurlow and Wcdderbunj, wbo oarried the aot 
through partiamcnt, is grotefally embalmed in Canndiim hia- 
tor)'. Yot the clergy were conscious that the concession of 
tbeee privileges was but an aat of woHdIy polic)', mainly due 
to tlie diKturbed state of tho Protestaut colonies. For the 
cause of Crreat Britain, Catholic Oannda could not uplift the 
banner of tlie King of heaven or seek the perila of martyrdom. 

Sucli woA tlie frame of mind of the French Caoadionti when 
the American congreK sent among them its appeal. The time 
woe come for applying the new principle of the power of the 
people to thu old diviisioDs in Chriiitcmlom bctwcou the Catho- 
lic and the Proteetant world. The Cntholic church aaserta the 
nnitir', tiic nnivcrsality, and the nnchangeablenew of truth; 
and this priueiplo rather donuinds tiianoppoeeanniTcrBalcman- 
cipotltjii and brothcrliood. Yet Protestaulisni, in the B]>lien> of 
polities, had hitherto been tho representative of that increase 
of popular liherly which had grown out of fruo inquiry, while 
the Catholic olmrcli, under tlic early inflnenee of Romui kiw and 
the temi)onil sovereignty of the Roman pontiff, had inclined to 
monarchical power. Those relatious were now to be modified. 

Tho diirteen culoiiiui were all Protestant; even in Alaiy- 
land the Catliolics formed scarcely an eighth, perhaps not more 
than a twelfth port of the population ; their presence in other 
provinces, except Pcnuxylvania, was hardly perceptible. The 
mombcra of congreea Iiad not wholly purged themt^lvca of 
Protestant bigotry. In their address to the people of Great 
Critoin, it \nu oven said tliat tho Roman Catliolio religion had 
*' dispersed iinpioty, bigotry, perBeciition, murder, and rebellion 
through every part ut the world." But the deeire of including 
Canada in the confederacy compelled the Proteetantg of 
America to extend the principle of reli^oufi cqnality and free- 
dom to Catholics. In tlie masterly address to the inhabitanta 
of the province of Quebec, drawn by Dickinson, all old reli- 
gioQs jealouaies were condemned as low-minded infirmities; 

tOfc ir. — « 



AMERrOA ARiB FOR BELF-DEPES'CE. rp.ra,;(M.T. 

and the &vnm oaatons wcn< cited a» examples of a, nnioa com- 
posed of Catholic and Proteetant Btates. 

After a doar aniil)rau of tlie Quebec act, and the contmst 
of its proTisiotts with Eaglinh UlxatieB, the shade of Montes- 
quieu was evoked as Hiytng to the Oanadiaaa : " The happiucas 
of a jictiplo Inentably depends on their Ubertj, and tltclr r^pirit 
fo aeeert it. The nine and extent of the advantngcs tendered 
to jou are imiQenw. Tbi^ work U not of man ; yon have been, 
oonqnorcd into liberty, if you act aa yoii ought. Seize the op- 
portunity pPCMnted to yon by Providence itself. Yon are a 
small people, compared to tlioee who with open arms invite 
yon into a fuHuwi^bip. The injuriea of BoBton have roused and 
associated eveiy oobuy from Nova Scotia to Gooigia. Yonr 
province is the only link wanting to complete the bright aiid 
strong cluuu of union. Nature has joined your counti^' tO' 
theirs; do yon join your political iutcrasts; for titcir own 
eakes, they never will deeert or betray you." 

~WhuUicr the muoimoua invitation of oongross to the Oana- 
diana to " accede to their oonfederatlon " should be accepted or 
repelled, the old fend betveen membore of the Bmnan Catholic 
church and the free govcnunonts which had spnmg from I*rD- 
testiitigtn was coming: to an end. 

The attempt to extend the jarigdletion of Qncbee to the 
Ohio river was remitted by the older eolonios, eftjiecially by 
Virginia ; and the intJC^nKt of tlio cnjwn (ifHeera in the acijsoent 
provinces was at variance with the policy of porltnment. 

Lord Ihuunore had reluctautly loft New TotU, where, dur- 
ing his short career, he liud at^quired Iifty tboosand iicres of 
land, and, as ohancetlor, was preparing to decide in his own 
court., in bis own favor, a large and mtfoanded claim which he 
liad pn-furn-il agiiin«t (lie lientenanfr^vcmor. Upon entering' 
on the government of Virginia, hi» paasien for latxl ami fees 
OQtweighiug the proclamation of the king and reiterated and 
most positive instructions {nmi the socretaiy of state^ he sap- 
ported the claims of tbe colony to the 'Wcet, and was a paitner 
in two immense ptirchasM of land from the Indiana in eouth- 
eni Illinnin. In 1773, his agents, tho Biillfltp, matlo fiirveyt ni 
the M\i of tho Ohio ; and parta of Lom^villo and of the towns 
opposite Cinolmiati are now held under Us warrant 
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Pittflbiirg fonncd the rallying point for western emigration 
and Indian trade. It was a part of the county of Weetmore- 
laod, in PGnnsylvania. Suddenly, and withont proper notice 
to the council of tliat province, Dunmore extended liie juris- 
diction over the woU-poopIod region. He foand a willing in- 
gtrumeot in one Joliu Connolly, a ustlve of Pennsylvania, a 
pliji-siciaii, laod-johlier, and Hulwervieiit political intri^cr, who 
bad travelled mncli in tlie Obio valley both by water and 
land. Commissioned by Donmore as captain-commandaot of 
Pittsburg und its depeudcnciofl, that is to say, of all the west- 
om country, Connolly opened the year 1774 with a proclama- 
tion of his authority, and directed a niueter of tlie inilitin. 
The weetem people, especially the cmigrante from Maryland 
and Virginia, spuming the meek tenets of the Qttakere, in- 
clincd to the uriur|>ati»)n. The measurefl of the governor and 
couneil of Peniwylvania in support of tlieir right, Dnnmore 
paariooatoly K»ented as a pereonal insult, and would neither 
listen to irrefragable aignmenta, nor to candid offura of wttlo- 
ment by joint cuntniisNioneni, nor to the punwnal application 
of two of the oonnral of Pennsylvania. 

Tlrgiola avoided strife with her great neighbor, Pcnnsyl- 
rank; but she applauded Danmoro when ho set at naught the 
Quebec Act, and kept poaseesion of the government and right 
to grant lands on tlie 8cioto, tftc Wabash, and tlie Illinois. 
Sottth of the Ohio river, Franklin's imrhoatc province of Van- 
dalia Btrotched &om the Alteghaniee to Kentucky nver ; the 
troAty at Fort Stanwi-t iMuudud Virginia by the Tennoesee ; 
the treaty at Lochaber carriod its limit only to the mouth of the 
Great Ivaiiawlm ; but the kingV inutniutions couliued eettlo- 
mentg to the vast of the mountaina. Th»« was no one, there- 
fore, having authority to give a title to any land wet of the 
Alleghanies, or ]H)wer to restrain tlie regtleaaneaa of the Ameri- 
can emigrants. "With tlie love of wandering tliat fonned a 
part of their nature, the hardy backwoodsman, clad iu a hunt- 
ingflhirt and deerskin logins, armed with a rilh:, a powder- 
horn, and n jMncli for nhot and bnllcta, a batohet and a hunter's 
knife, descended the mountains in quest of moru difltaot lands, 
which he furever ima^ned to be richer and loveUer than 
Uiose which ho knew. YTbercver he fixed hia halt, the hatchet 
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hewed logs for liis c&liin, and tilazed trees, of the fori>iit leapt 
the roeord of his ritleKleeds ; nor did he conceive that b British 
goverumoiit had any right to iorhid the occiipatlou of lands 
vhich were cither iminhabitod or only hrokoii by a few mat- 
tered clanB of Bsvagca. 

The adventurer in Bearch of a new home on the banks of 
die Miasiseippi risked his life at every step ; eo that a eyeicm of 
inde3)endont dofcDce and private war became the ctutotu of the 
backwooda The eottlor had cvciy motive to preserve peace, 
yet he could not he turned from his purpoee by fear, and 
trnBted for aeciirity to hio peq>etuid roadiuees for faelf-defenre. 
Kot a twetvcDionth pa^ftnl away ndthont a moBsncrc of pio- 
ii»6n. Near the end of 17T3, I^mel Boone would have t^en 
Ins wife and children to Kentucky. At Powell's valley he 
was joined by live families and forty men. In October, as 
they approached Camberland gap, the young men, who had 
charge of the pack-horses and cattle in tbo rear, were suddenly 
attacked by IndianH; one only cncapcd; the roniaining six, 
among whom was Boone's eldest eon, were killed on the spot, 
so that the survivors of the party were forced to turn baclf to 
the Rettlements on Clinch river. When tlie Chorokeea were 
eommencd by Tir^inia to give np the offenders, tltcy evaded 
the accusation by shifting it from one tribe to another; but 
one of the emigrant ]>arty who haul escaped avenged hi? com- 
panions by killing lui Indian at a horBc-race on the frontier. 
This watt the first Indian blood shod by a white man from the 
time of the treaty of BouqueL 

In tlie Iwginiiiiig of Febmary 1T74, the Indians killed six 
white men and two negroes, and near the end of the same 
month they seized a trading canoe on the Ohio, killed the men 
on board, and citrried tlieir goudf) to tlie Rha'niice towuK. In 
lilaTch, Michael Cresap, after a skinnish and the loss of one 
man on each aide, took from a party of Indians Hvc loaded 
oanoea. It bocamo known that meoaageB were pastnng between 
the tribes oC the Ohio, the weetcm ludiaiu, and the Cberokeea ; 
and Connolly, from Pitttbtng, on the twenty-fiwt of April, 
wrote to tho inhabitantg of Whooling to bo on the alert. 

Inocnsed by the sneeeerion of murders, tho bnckwoodamen 
began to form var-p«rt:le<t along the frontier from the Chcro- 
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kee countiy to Peiin^lvania. 'WHieo the letter of ConnoDy 
fell into Creaap'a hands, he and his party esteemed thenisclvea 
uutliorizcd to engage iu priviite wu* ; and, on the tweuty-idxtb 
of April, tiicy lircd upon two Indians who were ttith a white 
man in a canoe on the Ohio, and killed them both. On the 
thiitit?lh of April, five Delawarca and Shawneea, with thuir 
women among whom was one at least of the eame blood with 
Logon, happen itig to encamp near Yellow cruok, on the eite 
of the jHt>seut town of AVelluviUe, were enticed aerobe the 
river hj a trader ; and abont noon, when tliey had becxjnie in- 
toxicaied, were murdered in cold blood. Two others, croesiDg 
the Ohio to look after their friends, were shot do\m as eooii ae 
they came aabore. At tliix, five more^ who were following, 
turned their course ; bat, being immediately fired at, two were 
killed and two wounded. The nest day a Shawnee was killed, 
and another man wonrtdtMl. Thirteen ludiaiu were kilted be- 
tween the twenty-first of April and the end of tlie month, 

At the tidings of thia bloodohed, fleet meeaengers of the 
nd moD rtu with the wail of war to the Moskingtmi and to 
tbc Shawnee rilhigeB in Ohio; and frequent expreeses from 
the white men reached "William&bnrg, entreating ftssistance. 
The governor, following an intimation from tho OEeembly in 
May, ordered tho militia of tho frontier coonties to be imbodied 
for deftmec. Meantime, Logan's 80ul called within him for 
rereoge. In his early life lie had dwelt near the beautiful 
plain of Shamokin, which overhangs the Snsqaelianmih and 
the vaJe of Sunbuiy. There Zinzcndorf introduced tho Cay- 
uga chief, Logan's father, to the Montviiuu; and there, three 
yeartt later, Braiiierd wore away life as a missionary among the 
fifty cabins of the village. Logan had grown np as the friend 
of white men ; but tlie epirita of hi« kindred clamored for 
hIo<i(L "W^ith choflon compHiiiuoB, he went out upon the war* 
path, and added &calp to ecalp, till their numlwr wau tliirtuen. 
•* Now," eaid the chief, " I am satisfied for tho loae of my reUr 
tions, and will sit stilL^ 

Bat the Shawneee, the most warlike of the tribes, prowled 
from the Ancghiiny river to what is now SnlHvan county in 
TenncflBec. One of them returned with tho scalps of forty 
men, women, and children. On the other hand, a party of 
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wliite mco, willi Diuinioit:'» ])onau6ion, deetroj'od an luilian 
Tillage on tbe Jiluekin^m. 

To restnin the backwoodsntcn aud end tbo miseriM vhicli 
distracted the frontior, and to look after his own iotcrcets aud 
hifl agents, Dunmore called ont the militia of the South-w^t, 
and liiiii»elf repaired to PittHbiirg. Iti SepttJiuber bo renewed 
poaoe with the Delaware^ luid the Six ^Xatioiu. Then, with 
about twelve hundred men, among whom was I>anicl Moi^jan, 
witJi a uompanj from tlui valley' of Virgiuia, he deset'iidix] tbe 
Ohio, and proceeded to ihe 8tia\niee towtui, wliicb Jte found 
doaorted. 

The BtimtQODS from Bnumorc, homo be^'ond the Blue 
Bidge, roused (ho settlers on the Greenbrior, the New river, 
and the lIoLston. The Katanga republicans, who nerer owned 
EnglLvh rule and never required Knglish pruteclion, beard the 
cry of their brethren in dtstrose ; and a company of nearly 
fifty of tliem, uiidor the command of Evan Shelby, with Jaine6 
Kol>ertfioa and Valentine Sevier as aergeuuta, marohed as vol- 
nnteerB. Tlie name of every one of tbem ie pro«ervod and 
diorished. Leaving home in August, thoy eroeeod (ho Xew 
river, and joined Clie army of western Virginia at Camp Union, 
on tliQ great levels of Greenbrier. From that place, now called 
Lewiehurg, to the mouth of tlie Great Kanawha, the diatauoe 
ii about one hundred and sixty mi\v». At that time there was 
not even a trace over tbe mgged mountains; but the yoimg 
■woodamen who formed the advance party moved expeditiouely 
with their pack-horece and droves of cattle tljrough the home 
of the wolf, the deer, and the pontJior. After a fortnight's 
Btruggle, they left behind them the last rocky ousecs of the 
hiU-top«; and, passing between thcgigantjegrowth of primeval 
forests, in wliich at that 6c«9on the golden line of tlic linden, 
tiw BDjiar-tree, and the hickory eontranted with the glistening 
groeo of the laurel, the erimson of the smnach, and tlie shadows 
of the eouibro hemlock, they deeoended to tbe widening valley 
of Elk river. Halting only to boild canoea and receive a sec- 
ond ]HLrty, which raised their force to nearly eleven hundred 
men, tliey descended tlie Kanawha, and on the Bixtli of Octo- 
ber encamped on Point Pleasant, near its junction with tbe 
Ohio. But no moasage reaebod them from Donmore. 
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■ Of all the veuteru Indians, tlie Shawnoes were the fieroeBt, 

■ Tlicj nude & boa^t of luviug killed ten times as luauy of tho 
B Engliah as any other tribe. Xiioy stole through the forest 
I with ^lingoes aiid Delawares, to attack the army of aouth- 
I western Virginia. At daybreak, on the tenth, two young men, 
" rambling up the Ohio in search of deer, fell on cho Indians, 

who had criNMMl the river the evening before and were pre- 
paring for battle. Cue of tJie two wuk instantly &hot down ; 
the other bore the news to tlie canip. In two or three mtnntee 
after, Robertson and Sevier, of t>helby*« company, tianie in and 
oonfiiiaed the aecaimt. Colonel Andrew l^wie, who had the 
command, uifitautly ordered out two dinsions, each of one 
hundred and fifty men ; the Augusta troope under his brother 
Charles Lewis, the Botetourt troops under Fliimiiig. Just a» 
the Bun was rising, the Indians opened a heavy tire on twth par- 
ties, wouudiug CliarleH Lewia mortally. Tleming was wounded 
thrioe ; and the Virginians mart Imve given way but for sno- 
cessive reinforcements from the camp, where Andrew Lewis 
himeelf liugered to the end of the action. " Bo strong," cried 
Coniatalk, tlic chief of the red men ; and he animated Uicm 
by his example. Till the hour of noou the combatanta fought 
from behind trece, nurcr above twenty yardfi ajiart, ofUm within 
six, and eoraetimes near enough to strike with the tomahawk. 
At length the Indians, under the protection of the cluee under- 
wood and falloD treefi, rctrx.-ulcd, till thoy gained on advau- 
tdgcous lino extending from the Ohio to the Kanawha. A 
deetiltory fire was kept up oq both sidea till after Bunsct, when, 
nnder the favor of night, the savages fled acrosfi the river. 
The victory cost forty-nine Uvcs, and about eighty men were 
wounded. 

ThLt hatlle was tlie most bloody and best contested in the 
annaJB of foreet warfare. The beroea of the day proved them- 
aelves worthy to found Hiites. Among them were Isaac Shel- 
by^ the tirit governor of Kentucky; William CamphcU ; tlus 
brave Gerage Matthews ; Fleming ; Andrew Moore, afterward 
a eenator of the United State* ; Evan Shelby ; James Robert- 
eon ; Valentine Sexier; and Daniel Morgan. Thoir praiec re- 
eootidod not in the backwoods only, but through all ^''irgi^ia. 

SooD after the battle a re-enforcement of three hundred 
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troops arrived from Fincastle. Following ordere tardily re- 
ociTod from Dunmiire, Hie army, leaving a gnrrison at Point 
Pleasant, daslitKl across the Ohio to dcf^* new buttli^ After 
a march of dghty milee throagh an untrodden wildemeee, 
the twcuty-fonrth of October they oDcamped on the bonks of 
(.'ongo creek in Pickaway, near old Chillioothe. The diB- 
bearteaed Indians throw thomsolvce on the morcy of tho £ng^ 
liah ; and at Camp Charlotte, tvhick stood on the left bank 
Sippo crook, abont etven mik« south-eaiit of Circlevillo, 
moro admitted thotn to a conference. 

Before tlic conneil was brongbt to a cloB6 tho Shawneoe 
agreed Ut deliver up their prisoners without reserve ; to restore 
all Iiorses and other ppoix;rty whidi they had carried off; to 
hunt no more on the Kejitacky ride of the Ohio ; to molest no 
boats on the river ; to regulate their trade by the kiiig-'s in- 
stnictionK, and to deliver up hostages. Virginia lias left on 
record her judgment, that Dimmore's conduct in tliis campaign 
was "truiy noble, wise, and apiritod." TLo roaulta inured 
cxctuAircly to tho benefit of America. Tho Indiaoe dedred 
peace ; the ranwr of tho whito people changed to confidence. 
Tho Toyal governor of Virginia and the Virginian anny iu the 
T&Qey of the Scioto nollitied the act of parliament wliich cx- 
tendetl the pronnce of Quebec to tbe Ohio, and in the name 
of tho king of Great Britain triumphantly maintained for 
Virginia the western and northweetem jurisdiction wbioh she 
claiuu>d BA her c]iartere<l right. 

Tlie western Virginians, halting at Fort Gower, on die iwrtb 
of the Ohio, on iho fifth of Noveinlwr, took their part in oou- 
ridering tho grievances of tlieir conntij. They were " blaeed 
with the talents" to bear alt hardships of the wooda; to poi^ 
weeks comfortably withont bread or nit; to sleep onder tlio 
open aky; to march farther in a day than any men in the 
world ; and to um the rifle with a precision t1utt to all bnt 
themselves was a miracle. Professing zeal for tho honor of 
AnMrica, and specially of Virj^inia, they held themselves 
bonnd to publish their sentiments; they promiBod continued 
allegiance to tJie king, if ho would bnt reign over them as 
"a brave and free people." "But," said tlioy, "as attach- 
ment to the real interests and jnet rights of America outweigh 
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every other coneideratioiij we resolve that we will exert eveij 
power within u» for t!ie defence of American liberty, wbon 
regokrljr called forth bjr the aDaDimooB voice of our country- 
men." 

On the aiiitU, the general committee of South Caroh'rai Bum- 
lutHUxl a coiivcntion of the jnJiabitante of their colony by repro- 
eentatioQ. In tlie apportionment of reprcseutativea, Chorlo*- 
ton, on the proposal of Charles Pinckney, obtained thir^, 
keeping np the inequality which bogon in the committee ; at 
tho d«eire of " tlie country gentlemen," sis were allowed to 
each of niuetecn parLihee, whidi ky along tlie eea and in the 
lowlands ; while all the upland tcnitory vm divided into four 
Twy large districts, to each of which ton only were conceded. 
This ui the origin of the une<]ual dibtrittntion of political power 
which long prevailed in fiontli Carolina. ; of one hundred and 
eighty-foar representatives, the low country elected all but 
forty. 

On the twenly-firRt, the MsirvUnd convention was reaasem- 
bled, and imanimoosly approved the proceedings of congrcaa. 
It most earnestly recommended that all former diAorenceft 
abont relif^on or politice, the feudB of bo many geuerationa 
between Catholics and pI^>teetant8, between the friends and 
the foea of tlie proprietary government, bo forever buried in 
oblivion ; it conjured every man, by his duty to God, his ootm- 
try, and his posterity, to unite in defence of their common 
lights and liberties ; and it promiser], to the utmost of its power, 
to support MasMchnsettii sgainst the attQm])t to carry the late 
act of parliament into execution by foi'ce. 
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THE FOUBTUEXTB PABI.IAMKST OF OBEAT BRTTUS. 

Ootobbk 1774r-jAimABT 30, 1776. 

" Ir i» ttift amtod voic« of Aniorica to prMeiro tlini' &M- 
dom, or lo6e theu' lives in deCettce ol it. Their reeolntioDs are 
not the eSeot of incou»i(lurate rashuees, but Uie eoaud reeiilt ot 
eobcr inquiry and deliberation. Tiiis tnie Hpirit of lilH'rty ttos 
never so uiiivoraally diSu^fwI tkroiigli all ranks imd orders of 
people in any oountry ou tliu (woo of tbe eurtli as It dov k 
tlirongh all Xurtli Atnenca. If the late nct» of pHxliainunt 
art) uot to be repealed, the widest step fur both coiuitrie* i» to 
eopante, and not to spend tbeir blood and treasure in destrojr* 
luff each other. It is baroly ptMuiblc tb&t Great Brituiri luny 
depopulate North America ; «lic never uan conquer tlie inliabi- 
tants." So nrrote Joseph IVarreD* and hie words were the 
mirror of the ]>assioas of bi& couutryiQen. But the king never 
once luu'borcd the thought of coaceasioa, and *' left thu choice 
of war or pcaco " to depend on the obedience of Maaeachaeottfi, 

At tbe elections to ))arliatncnt the question was repre- 
Bcnted as though MuBachaeott« refused to pay a vory moderate 
indemnity for property destroyed by a mob, and roiieted an 
evident improveitient in its adniiuistrative syiitem fmm a de- 
liberate conspiracy with other coltHiiea to disfwire tbe connec- 
tion with the mother couutiy. Many of tbe members who 
were parchtunng seata cxjiected to rebnbunw themselves by 
selling their votes to tlw gtivenunont 

Lord Vamey, who had hitherto gratuitously brouglit Ed- 
mond Burke into parliament, liad foUen uito debt, and ttold 
his borough for the most he eoold get. Burke oo<iQetted 
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■vnik Wilkes for support at ~Wcdtaiiast«r; '* the great patriot" 
prefeireti Lord Mahon ; but the borough elected torJes. Burke 
icU into melancholy, and tliought of rcnoaneing piiblic life, 
for whidi he owned himself unfit. There geeanod for him no 
"vray into the house of covnnioiis except throuj;>tt a rotten bor- 
ough belonging to Roekiiigham. This was hi£ best hopo^ 
irhen, on the elcventJi of October, be was invited to become 
a candidate at Brintol agaimtt Vitvoiint Clare, who, in the de- 
Ijatea ou the stamp act, had stickled for " the peppercorn " 
from America. He hae>ttiued to thu contt^t ivith alacrity^, 
aTOwing for Lie principle tlio reconciliation of Jiritieh enpo- 
rioritj with American liberty ; and, after a 6trnggIo of throe 
w&ok*, ho and Iloory Croger of Now York were chofieu to 
represGUt the great trading city of weetom Eogland. 

Hriiitu) waD ahuuBt the only plaoo wliicli changed its rcpre- 
sentstinn to the sdvantage of America. Wilkes was euoooes- 
ful in the oounty of Middlesex, ajid, after a too years* straggle 
with the king, took his seat witliont op]>oeidon. 

William ILiwe wiis the candidate for Nottingham. To 
the qucatioQB of that liberal constitaeocy be anau'ered that tlie 
nuDifti;}- hud pushed matteni too far; that the whole Britiah 
anny would not be Butiiciont to con<jHer America; that, if 
offered a command there, bo woold refuse it; and that he 
would Toto for the repeal of Uie four pcual acts of [nrliameoi. 

The elections were over, when, on the eigbtoenth of 
NoTouiber, letters of the preceding Suptemlicr, received from 
Gage, annouDccd tliat tlic act of parliament for regulating the 
gorerament of Masaacbu&ette could be carried int« effect only 
after the conqucBt of all the New England colooies; that the 
province had wano friends throughotit the continent; that 
the people in Carolina were " as mad " as in Boston ; that tho 
eovntry people in Masaachosetts, Coonecticat) and Rhodo 
Island weru exerctaing in anns and f<iniiing magozinoi nf am* 
munittou and nach artillery, good and bad, as they oonld pro- 
cure; that the civil officers uf the British government had no 
a^liim but Boston. In a private letter, Gage proposed tluit 
tlio obDoxiotu acta should be aiiapcnded. In an official paper 
he hinted that it wonld be well to cut the colonies adrift, and 
leave them to anarchy and rc[)cntance ; they hud gruwu opu- 
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lent tlirotigh Britain, and, were they cast off aud declared 
alicnR, tJit'V mnrt become a needy peo]>le. The king heard 
theao saggL>.8tioDjs viih soorn, and utd to North : " The Xi>w 
England govenuucntd are now ia a state of robelltou ; blow» 
must decide whuther thev are to lie sidyect to Gih wmntry or 
to be independent." Franklin wamwl bis nearest friends that 
there was do safety for America but in total emancipatioD. 

Tiie fourttientli parliament was opened on the last day of 
2^oveniber. The speech from the throne 6xed attention on 
the disoliedienoo in Jtlusaohasetts. In the hoose of lonin, 
HilLsboruugli uovod on addrcsss, exprcasing abhorrence of the 
principles of that prorincc. After a long and rebement de- 
bate, his motion prevailed by a vote of about live to one. But 
Bootnogbani, Shelbume, Camdrai, Stanhope, and fire other 
peers, entered a protest against "the inoonsidcrato temerity 
wliieh might precipitate the country into a civil war." " The 
king's speech," wrote Gamier to Vergennes, "will complete 
the alienation of the colonies. Every day makes conciliation 
more dilficult and more needed." 

On the flfth of December the new houee of oommona de- 
bated the same subject. Fox, Burke, and others spoke warmly. 
The rcfiulttt of tlic ouugrciie hod not iirrivu-d ; Lord North could 
thereforo Bay that America had as yet offered no temu ; at the 
Bamc time he avoided the irrevocable word rebellion. Some 
Ctllcd thv Americana cowanU; some questioned their htrliig in 
e*mo6t ; BorrS declared the echeme of subduing them " wild 
and iuipructic&hle;" the minister was enstoined by a vety 
gnat majority. 

To escape impending difficultiee, Lord Xorth wished to 
send out commissioners of inijairy ; hut the king would not 
listen to it. 

Friends of Ftanklin were next employed to ascertain the 
extent of his demands for America; and he wrote "hints on 
the terms tliat might produce a durable iinioa betwot-u Great 
Britain and the oolouios.** Aasnming that the tea duty act 
would bo rept-alud, he offered payment for the tea that had 
been destroyed, support uf tlic peace cstabliahmcut and gov- 
ernment, liberal alda in time of war on requisitLon by the king 
and porliaiucQt, and, if Britain woold give up its monopoly of 
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Aiaerican comnicrve, a continnance of the same aids in thne of 
peace. On the other kind, he a&ked the repeal of the Quebec 
act, and Jn&iBted on the repeal of thu acts rL^:ulutiiig the gov- 
ernment and changing the lawG of Massacbufiotts. ** Tho old 
colonies," it vras objected, " have nothing to do with the af- 
fairs of Canada." " We aBaiirted in its continest," said Fmnk- 
Un ; *' loving liberty onrwlves, we ivieh to have no fonndatiMi 
for future slavery laid in Anieriea." *' The MaesacbuseUs act," 
it was urged, " in an improveiueut of that govenuueut." " The 
pretended amendments are real mincJiiefB,^ answered Franklin ; 
**biit, were it not eo, chartera are compact* between two par- 
ties, llie kiiig and the people, not to l»e altered even for the 
better but by the consent of both. The parliament's clalin and 
exercise of a power to alter charters which had been always 
held inviolable, and to alter laws of tho colonial legielaturee 
which, ha^'ing received the royal approbation, had t>ccn dccmod 
fixed and ouchangoable btit by the powera that made them, 
have rendered all our ei>ustitutionfi nnoertain. An by claiming 
a right to tax at will, joii deprive us of all property, «>, by this 
claim of altering oar laws at will, yon deprive iis of all priri- 
lego and right but what we Imld at your pleasure. We must 
riak life and everything rather than submit to thi«." 

The words of Franklin wero iu hannony with tlie tme 
voice of England. "Wen; I an American," said Camden in 
the house of lords, " I wonld resist to the last drop of my 
Uood." Still the annual e^iicuatt^ indicated no fear of the 
intemiption of peace. The land-tax waa continued at but 
three sliillings in the pound ; no vote of credit wae required ; 
theaniiy ^vas neither increased nor reformed; and the naval 
force was reduced by fonr thonsand eeanion. "How h it pos- 
gible,'' asked the partisans of aiithority, " that a people with- 
out arms ammnnition, money, or navy, should dare to brare 
the foremost among all the powcre on earth i " "I know," said 
Sandwicli, now at the head of the adraindty, " the low establish- 
ment proposed will be fully snflicient for redneing the colonies 
(o obedience. Americans are neither distiphnad nor capable 
of diacipline; their nnmbere will only add to the facility of 
their defeat ; " and he made the lords meriy with jeets at tiielr 
cowjinlice. 
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The congrees of MaGeachuaetter tbotjgh deetitnte of muni- 
tioiLS of WW, ftnucd v^e&els, uiilitnry storce, and uioucy, bad 
cootideDCc that & bdulU people, reaolote in its convictions, oat- 
weiglts an ontpirA. On tho return erf Samuel Adnms, cliey 
adopted aJI (be reooimuendationn of tlie continental cougrvm. 
Thoy cstabli^od a eccret corroepondence with Canada. Tliej 
aotraated the ministen of the gospel m their colony ^to a^^ist 
in avoiding that dreadfiil ftUverj' with wUch all were now- 
threatened." '* Yon," said they to ita people, "are placed by 
Providence in the poet of honor, because it is the post of dan- 
ger ; while etruggHng for the noblest object^ let uutbiiig un- 
becoming' onr charuct(rr aa American&, as citizens, and Ohris- 
tianfl, be justly obiu^ieable to no. >7hoever oonsidere tbe nom- 
bcr of brave men inhabiting^ !Korth iVmenca will know that a 
general attention to militoiy discipline most eo c«tablish their 
rigiite and liberties as, under God, to render it Impoeeible to 
daitroy them. But we a])pri<e yen of yoor danger, which ap- 
pears to as inmiiuently grent." With euch words they ad- 
journed, to keep tho anniiiU Thanlo^ving which they them- 
wtves had appointed, finding oocaaion in tlteir dJKtrew to 
rejoice at ■' the sinilee of Divine Providence on the nnioo in 
Uieir uwn pro™ic'e and throughout the contiueut." 

As l{riti»h ships of the hne BucceitaiTely arrived, they 
bruuglit for tlie land service no more than six hundred re- 
cmiid, which only mode good the losses by aickncee Hint dL-eter- 
tion ; eo that Qago had Bcurccly three thousand effective men. 
Before tbe middle of December it became known tlmt the 
king in council had forbidden the e?cport of arms to America ; 
at once men from Providence removed more than forty pieces 
of oannoQ ^m die colony's works near Newport; and (ho 
assembly and meR^iants of Rhode Ishmd took meefnires to 
impMt militafy storea. 

At Portaruouth, New Hampehire, on the fonrtoonth of 
December, just after letteov were received frum Boston, mtsn- 
bera of tbe town oommittee, with other Sons of Liberty, pre- 
ceded by a dnnu and fife, paraded the atreota till their number 
grew t4> four hmidrud, when thuy nude their way in wowiii and 
"gondolas'* to the fort at tlie entrance of the harbor, over- 
powered the few invalids who formed its garrison, and carried 
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off upward of one bunilrud barreU of powder th^t belonged 
to tho provinco. TIio next day John SiiUiTao led a party to 
difiiiuuiUo tli« fort, from wbicli they brouglit nway all the small 
anm, a quantity of shot, and Bi\tcon liglit pioco« of artilleiy. 

Iq Maasaobueettd tlircu liundrcd thousand people continncd 
their iisnal avocations without a legislature or executive officer^ 
without Hhorii&i, judges, or justioes of the peace. As the su- 
perviiiion of government diBappcnrcd, each man scorned more 
and more a. taw to liinieelf, and order prevailed iu a [trovince 
where there exigted no administration hut by ct>mmitteesi, no 
mliitairy offioera but tho«K cltoftea by the militia. Yet never 
yrero legal magiRtrstes obeyed with more alacrity. Tlie Bcleet- 
men contiimed tlieir usual functious ; the seal of the churches 
tncnaMd in fervor. From tlie sermons of memorable divinee, 
who wens gono to a heavenly country, leaving their names 
IweciouB among the people of Grod on earth, a brief collection 
of faithful teetimonies to the raose of Ood and hix New Eng- 
land people was ciMuIated by the press, that the hearts of the 
lising gcnerarion might kno^v what bad been the great cud of 
tlte plaiitatioQS, and eoont it their duty and their glory to eon- 
tinuG in those right ways of the lord wherein iheir fatliers 
walked before tliem. Their RuccessorH in tlie ministry, all 
pupfla of Harvard or Tale, trne ministere to the people, nn- 
(kjiuiIIihI in metaphysical acuteness and familiarity with the 
principle* of political freedom, were heard as of old with rev- 
eacnco by tlieir congregations iu their meetlng-honites on every 
Lord^s <lay. and on special occasions of faste, thanksgivings, 
lectures, and military mustew. Elijah's mantle being caught 
up waa a happy token that the Lord would bu %vith thia gen- 
eration, OS ho had been with their fatbere. Tlieir exhaustleas 
iraiory wae the Bible, wlioee scriptnrce furnished sharp words 
to point thdr tppcAU, apt examplee of resistance, prophetic 
denunciations of the enemies of God's people, and promises of 
the divine bleeuiug on the defenders of his law. 

But what most animnteil the coantn* vras the magnanimity 
of BoAon ; " suffering amazing loss, but determined to Midurc 
JVMty and death, ratlwr tlian betray America and posterity." 

people, under the eye* of the general, disregarding bis army, 
bis proclamations, and tho British statute against towu-mect' 
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in^ came together according to th^ ancieot forms, and, 
witli Sainnel Adams as moderator, elected delegates to the next 
provincial congrew of MaasacbuMtta. 

When the prooeedings of congress readied England, their 
jlrmneffi, moderation, and unanimity took tlie ministry hy snr- 
prise. Fraukllu invited the colonial agents to nmto in present- 
ing the petition of congress, but he ■wu joined only by those 
for Maaaacbusetts. Dartmouth received it courteoualy, and 
laid it before the king, who proioiwMl that it ahould be com- 
nnmieated to psirliament. 

British industry in that age made «vory able-bodied man of 
•o much valne that fousidt-rablf t-iilihUiieulti at home were ont 
of the quection ; rank in the army wa« bestowed by favor or 
sold, 80 that even boys at school held oommiaaiona ; and not 
one general officer of that day had gaiaed a great name. Ari^ 
tocratic Ea!lHiihno(iK had uniitted England for war, unices under 
a niiiuster who could inspirit the nation. Barrington, the mili- 
tury eecretory, pressed upon the govurumeut the result of his 
obaorvatioua : " The contest will co«t morv than ve can gain. 
We have not strength lo levy internal tasce on America ; many 
among ourselves donbt their equity ; all the troops in Xorth 
America are not onougli to subdue the Alaefiachusctts ; the 
most fiucceeaful oonqueet must produce the horrors of civil war. 
Till the foetioits chiefs can be secured, judicial procccdinga 
would confer the palm of martyrdom without the pain ;" and 
be urged an immediate withdrawal of the troops, tliu " aban- 
donment of all ideas of internal taxation,*' and snch "conoes- 
dons '* as conld be made " with dignity.** 

Lord North vas ready to negotiate with the Americans for 
the right bo tta thoinsclvca. Franklin appeared to ho tlio great 
agent of the continotit ; and, as it was etill thought that his 
secret instructions might authorize him to modify tlie condi- 
tions of conciliatioQ, Lord Qowe imdertook to ascertain the 
extent of his powers. 

The name of Howe was dear to Americana. The elder 
Lord liou-e had ^Icu near Lake Oeoigo, ds tlmir companion 
in arms ; and Ma^aachtiBetta had raised to bim a mouuuient in 
Westmiu^ter Abbey. His brother, William IIowc, who had 
wrved with Americana in America, was selected an the new 
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Oolonial commander-in-chief ; and \m oldest BUirirhig brotlier, 
DOW Lord Howo, was to be emplo^ved an tbe [lacificator. 

">'o nian," said Lord IIowo to l''rank;Iiii at their fii-*t inter- 
view on Chrigtmas-day evening, 1774, "can do more toward 
reconciling our differences tlian you. I liavo a pnrticitlar 
regard for New Engliuiil, ^vhich has Hbown an endearing reepect 
for my family. If you will indulge uie with your ideas, I may 
b« a means of bringing on a good nndeatanding." Al tbe 
unexpected prospect of reBtoriDg lunuony, tcan of joy wet 
Fmnkliu'a chculca Ho bad remained in London at tiie peril 
of hi« lilM^ty, perhapa of iiie life, to proTiiote reconciliation. 
IVitk candor and fidelity lie c^tained the measures by whicb 
alone UunquilUty could be restored; and they included the 
repeal nf tbe regulating act fur MaNMachDJiett& 

Lord llowe made his report of the iDterview to Dartmonth 
and North ; but they adhered to tbe vsgue and aimleas plan 
of commiKioDfK who gbould rcpuir tu America and undearor 
to agree wiclj itA leading ]KOple upon some means of oumpoe- 
ing all diSerencee. Every prospect of preferment was opened 
to Fmukliu if he would take port iu such a commi&siou. In 
reply Ite frankly pointed out, as the only basis for a cordial 
nnion, the rep^ of the acts complained of ; the removal of 
Cbe fleet and the troops from Boston ; and a voluntary recall of 
•ome oppnsaive uiea^uroa which the colonists bad pagsod over 
in sQencc ; leaving the questiauB whicb related to aids, gen- 
enl commerce, and reparation to the India company, to bo ar- 
ranged with the next general congreaa. 

The ai^setnbly o£ tbe ie^laiid of Jamaica, at their Ketwion in 
December, disclaiming any intention of joining the American 
confederacy, entreated the king to recognise the title of all 
Americans to tho U^nutittf of the English cooatitutiou as tbe 
bond of union between them and Britain ; but tlieir petition, 
tliough received by the king and oommnnicated to the house of 
COumiouA, had uO uflect whatevc-r. 

" It id plain eaongh," so reaeoned Yergennee, " tbe king of 
England m puzxled between bid dcaiiv of reducing tbe colonies | 
and hia dread of driving them to a separation ; eo that notlung ' 
could bo more interesting tlian their ofiaiis." Aa the king of 
France itught he asked to render them assistance, tbe English 
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ngvport of tlte Coniicans was vSted ns a preoedent to the 
French enibai-ejr at London, and broaght before tbe cabinet at 
VeiH^lles. To Lonifl XVI., Vergennea in tlie khiir month 
exptftuiod that tbo proceedings of the coatinental coiigreee con- 
tained tbo germ of a rebellion; that, while tlie AmericooB 
really deaii«d a reconciliation with the mother oonntrr, Utc inin- 
iatry, from their indifference, wonld prevent it» taking place ; 
that Lord Xorth was disconcerted by Die nnanlmity aod vigor 
of the colonics ; and that Franco had nothing to fear but the 
return of Cliatham to power. 

The intereshi of Britiuu re<i«ired Oiathain'K return : for he 
thoronghly understood alike the policy of the IV^nclj. ujid the 
disposition of the colonies. In his interview with Amt'ricaiiii, 
he Maid, without reserve : " America, under ull her ojiprceaonB 
and prerocationH, holds out to us the mfH>t fair and just open- 
ing for restoring harmony and affectionate intereourmL" No 
public body ever g&iuod ao full and unanimoua a rooognition 
cf its integrity and ita wiadom aa the general congress of 1774. 
Its policy sprung bo necessarily out of the relations of froo 
ooontries to their colonies, thnt witliin a few ycare it was 
adopted by all British atatvumen, and for three qnarters of a 
century regulated tlie colonial adminiatntdon of every £Uccoft- 
aive ministry, till it finally gare way to a Bystom of unvigation 
even far more liberal tliau the Amerieaa oongreiu liad ven- 
tured tnpropoBe. 

The day after FrankliD'a first conversation with Lord Ilowf^ 
Chatham received him at Elayta. *'The congreea," said be, 
" is tlie raijst honorable aaaembly of statetunen since those of the 
ancient Greeks and RonuuiB in the most virtuous timus." lie 
Ihou^t the petition to the king *' decent, manly, and property 
expressed." lie qncetioned the aesortion that the keeping up 
an army in the oolonios in time of peoco required their con- 
sent ; with that exception, ho admired and honored Clic whole 
of the proceedings, *'Tho army at Boston,'' said Kratiklin, 
** cannot answer any good purpose, and may be infinitely mis- 
duevoBS. No aooommodation can l)e properly entered into by 
the Amerio.-ms while the bayonet is at their breasts. To have 
an agreement binding, aU force should be withdrawn." The 
vprda sank deeply into the mind of Chatham, and ho prom- 
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ised bis otmiMt ciTorts to tlie American canse, as the last hope 
of liberty for England. " I shall be well prepared," eaid be, 
" to meet tha mmietrj on tbe subjeot, for I tliiiik of ooUiing 
eke both night and day." 

To anito every branch of the opposition in one line of 
[policy, Ciiathaiii desired a oordJal junotioa with tbe Roeking- 
Ittm whiga. That i>arty bad ouly twu frii-uds who fipoke in 
the honse of lordii, and in the houne of oominong wae monlder- 
inp away. And yet Kockingbam was impracticable. *' I look 
back," he said, " with very real Batisfaction and content on the 
line which I, iudoed, emphatically I, took in tlie year ITOO; 
the stamp act was nijjealeii, and tbo doubt of the n'gbt of thia 
country was fairly faced and re&i&ted." Bnrke believed that 
tbo Americans would not preserve their unanimity, and t]iat 
tbe controversy would derive its chief importance fnta ita 
upoct on parties in England. lie was still fondly eupporting 
the omnipotence of parliament over the colonies, and derided 
Chatham ee the be«t bower anchor of the ministry, 

Chatham divined that peril was near, and could bo averted 
only by llmitiiig the a»wertion by ]iarlmraent of its absolute 
jwwer in all cases whatever. To furtlier that end, the aged 
statesman pai<I a ^isit to Boclunghani. At its opening, Cbat- 
bam^s eonntenaiioe Iteamed widi cordiality; but Rockingham 
perversely insisted on maintaining tbe declaratory act. "Tbe 
Americans hare not called for its repeal,'* was his reply to oJI 
objections; and he never conld be made to comprehend that 
Gongre^ bad restrained itf«lf only from n reluctance to em- 
bannfus liiui and bu friends. The oppositioD, tbua divided, 
became hclpIoM. 

Tbe majority of the cabinet, instead of reepeoting Lord 
Kozth'e scrtiploB, were intriguing to get him tnnied ont, and 
Ilia place supplied by a thorooghaeeertorof Uritish supremacy. 
At a cabinet enunt-il held on the twelfth of Juunar}' 1776, 
his ooUeagnoe refused to find in tlie pn>er>c-din^ of congrew 
any hononble basis for conciliation. It w»» therefore resolTed 
to interdict all commerce with tbe Americans, to protect the 
loyal, and to declare all otherK traitont and n'belit. 

At the meeting of parliament after tJio fiotidays, Lord 
North preeent«d pa]>er8 relating to America. They reminded 
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Cliatliam of the stateeumn vlio said to bis eon: "See with 
how little vrmlcan this world of ou» k goventedj" and he 
pictnred to liimtielf Ximtiicft and Cortes Id the ahades dixcusu- 
icg the merits of the minifitora of Eng^land. 

Tlio twentieth of January 177K was the ^r^ day of Uie 
BBGBioii in tho Iioiihc of lordft. It is not prolmble tlml even 
one of the pe«rs had heard of tho eottlemoita bojond the 
Alle^iaiuee, where the Watan^ and the forks of Uotstoo How 
to the TonnoBaee. Vet, on the same daj, tlie Ionia of that 
region, most of theui Prcebjt«rinn« of 8oott)Hh-Irisli descent^ 
met in ooiineit near Abingdon. Their united congrcjjations, 
having KuiTt'rvd from aahbath^ too much prufanMl, or wasted 
in melancholy lulcnce at home, had called Cliarlea CaratningB 
to the pastoral charge of their precious and immortal sools. 
The luca never went to puhlic woreiiip without being anncd, 
or withanb thoir fnniilies. Their minister, on sabtntb morn- 
ing, would ride to the service armed with sliot-pouch and rifie. 
Their meeting-house was a largo cabin of unhewn log« ; aiidT 
when about tvrioc in the vcar tho bread and cap wore distrib- 
ute, the table was spread outride of tho church in the Dcigb- 
boring grove, flie news from congress reached them elowly ; 
bat, on receiving an accoimt of what had been done, they 
flMembled in convention, and the fl{iirit of freedom BM'opt 
through their minda as naturally m the oooficlcsa fnreet wind 
Bwaya tlie 6rs on the udes of the Black Mouatuns. They ad- 
hered nnanimously to the aseociatiou of coiigrefiii, and named 
as their commitU* CIiarliM Oummings tlieir niinistvr. Pnwton, 
Christian, Artliur C'arapI>eU, John Campbell, Evan Shelby, 
and others. Adopting the dclt^t«8 of Yiipnia la their rep- 
zeeentatiree, they uddreeetKl Ihem afl men whose conduct would 
immortalize tbcm in ita anuoU. "1iVe explored," mid they, 
** OUT nocu]tiTat«d wildemeas, bordering on many nations of 
aaTsgea, and Bnnonndod by mountains almnet inacoeBoblo to 
■ny but these eavagee ; but even to these remote regioiw the 
hand of power hath purnied ni^ to Rtrip us of that liberty and 
propoty with whieh God, nature, and tho rights of humanity 
haro Toeted us. We are willing to contribute all in our [Niwer, 
if applied to contttitutionally, but eatmot tliink of nubmitting 
OW Iil)erty or property to a venal British parliament or a cor- 
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rnpt miniBtry. "We are deliberatelj- and reeolutel}' detennined 
never Ui aurnfndur auy of our ineKtimable pnvilc^tw to any 
power u]x>u earth but at Uie ex[)uiii>e of our lives. Tbeee are 
our rc«l tliiiugii impoliftbed sentimonta of liber^ and lojaj^, 
and in tJiem wo are resolved to live and die." 

Wliilfl Uuij were pubti^ng tho doclarutiou which tbey 
were sore to make good, Chatham was attempting to rouse the 
ministry from its indifference. By a epeciul appointment ho 
met Franklin in the lobby of the house of lords, and Baying to 
iiim, " Your presence at this day'g debate will be of more ecr- 
^ee to America than mine,*' he walked with bim arm in arm, 
■nd placed liini conHpicuonsly below the bur. 

Bo Eoon 88 Dartmouth had kid the papers before the house, 
Chatham, after inveighing agaioat ihe dilatorine«e of the com- 
mnnicaiion, moved to addrew the kiiij^ for " imuiediuie onlen 
to lenwve the foroes from the town of iiuston m boon as poe 
Bible.'* 

'* "Sly lords 1 " ho c(»itinnad, " the way mu«t be imme- 
diately oiwnv^l for reoonoUiatiou ; an honr now loat may pro- 
duce years of calami^. Tbie meofiure of recalling the troope 
fxoai Boston is preparatory to the rcfltoratioa of yonr peace 
and the establishment of yonr prosperity. 

** Resiatanoe to your acte waa neoessary aa it was just ; and 
your vain doclanitiouB of tho omnipotence of psirliamcnt. and 
your iuiperiuiiii; doctrines of tlie ueoeesity of eubiuission, ^ill 
be found equally impotent !« convince or enslave your fullow- 
■abjoets in America, who feel that t^nanny, whether antbi> 
tioned by an individual jjort of tJie legiaktore," so he de»uibed 
the king, " or by the bodiei who compose it, is equally intoler- 
able to British subjects. 

"The means of enforcing this thraldom are aa weak in 
practice an they arc* unjust in principle. General Gago aikd 
the troope under bis command are pffluicd up, pining in ingto* 
riotiB inaotin^. They are an army of impotence; and, to 
make tbe iolly cqnal to the disgrace, they are an army of irri- 
tation. But this tamenoM, however contemptible, cannot be 
cenflnred; for tlie first drop of blood shed in dvil and un- 
natural war will make a wound that years, perhaps ages, may 
not hcol. Their force would be most disproportionately ex- 



103 



AJCERiCA ARMS FOR SELP-DEFES CE. ir.in.;CTLTt 



erted against a brave, generooB, and noited people with snns 
ID tbeir lianda and oourugQ in timir besrts : tbi'ce millioiu of 
people, the geDuine deeoeadanta of a Taliflnt and pioiui amsea- 
try, driven to those deserts hy the narrow maxiuu o( a miper- 
Btitioiu tyrannjr. And U ihe Bi>irit of pereectition never to 
be appeased ? Are the brave ^om of tliuae bnive forefailiere 
to inherit thetr BufferiDgB, as \hey hare inherited timir virtueo t 
They hare been oondemned unheard. The ioflucriniiDate 
hand of vengeance Iiae lump«Mi togvthor innocent and guilty ; 
with all the fonnaUtiea of hostility, has blocked op the towa 
of BoBtoUf and reduced to beggary and famine thirty thooBaud 
iiihabitant£. 

" But his majesty Is advided that the nnioa in America can- 
not last! I pronounce it a anitm, eoUd, permanent, and eSee- 
tual. Its real Btomiiin arc tlio ciiltivatDni of thu huid; in tlieJr 
amplicity of life is foond the integrity' and ooange of free- 
dom. The^c true aona of the earth are invincible. What 
though you march from tovrn to town and from province to 
province 1 IIow ehall you be able to eecure tlio obedience of 
the oDuntry you leave behind you in your progrees to grasp 
the dominion of eighteen hundred mileH of omtinent! 

"The spirit wldch now reaiBtB your taxation in America m 
the 8ame -which formerly oppoeed loan«, bcoovoleooes, and 
ihip-moncy in KugUnd ; the e&mo wliidh, by tlie hill of rights, 
vindicated the Knglieh constitution ; the eame which estab- 
lisliod the eweotial maxim of yonr Ubcrdce, that no subject of 
England shall be taxed but by hiB otrn coDBeat* This glorious 
spirit of whiggisni animatuH three millions in AmericA, aided 
by every whig in England, to the amount, I hope, of double 
the American numbers. TniUnd iliuy have to a man. 

"Let tlii-1 distinction then remain forever ascertained: tax- 
ation is theini, commercial r^iulatiou is ouik The/ aaj yon 
haTB no ri^t to tax them without tbdr otmscni; they say 
truly. I recognise to tbe Americans tlieir tiaprcmc, anaiien- 
ablo right in tlieir property, a right nrhicii they are justified in 
the defence of to the last extremity. To maintain this princi- 
pie is the great conunon cause of the whigs on the other side 
of the AUantio, and on this. ' ^ie liberty to liberty engaged ; ' 
the alliance of God and nature, immutable and etemoL 
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"To Boch onited foroe, what force shall be opposed! A 
fxsw regUnente in America, and gevciituen or cigbtuun thouitand 
men at bomu 1 Tiiu idea Is txio ridiculoua to take up a moment 
of your lord&liipe' time. Uuleas the fatal acts are done awa.y, 
the hour of duiger mnst arrive in all its horrors, and thou 
there boHStfnl ministers, spite of all their eonSdcnco, shall be 
forced to abandon prinpiplos whieh they avow, but cannot de- 
fend ; mcasnrcB which they preeoiue to attempt, but cannot 
hope to etleotuate. 

*'^ It 16 not rejtealing a piece of parchment that can reetora 
America to onr bosom : yon must repeal her fears and her re- 
tentmratjt, and you may tliua h»pv for her love and gratitude. 
United aa they are, you cannot force them to your onworthy 
termB of Bubmisaion. 

" Wlicn your lordaliipe look at the papen ttansmittod na 
from America, when you conRidcr tlieir decency, finnneee, and 
wiedom, you cannot but respect their cauae, and wish to muke 
it your o^m. For myself, I must avow that in all my reading 
— and I have read Thueydides and have etndied and admired 
the ntaster«tate& of the u'orld — for solidity of reason, force of 
MkgHcity, tind wisdom of oonclnsioo under a complioitioD of 
dillii--ult circumstanoea, no body of men can stand in prefer- 
ence to the general eongross at Pliiladclpbia. The histories of 
Greece and Rome give m nothing equal to it^ and all attempts 
to impueie wrvitudu upoD sueb a mighty continental nation 
moat be vain. We ^hall be forced ultimately to retract ; let tu 
retract while we can, not when we mail. Tlietie violent acts 
mtiBt be repealed ; yon will repeal tliem ; 1 Ktake my repnta* 
tion on it, that yon will in the end repeal them. Avoid, then, 
thia hmuihutiog ucce^ttity. With a dignity Ixscoming yonr 
exalted Fitoation, make the fimt advances to conconl, peace, 
and happinew. for that is your true dignit}'. Concession comee 
with better grace from superior puwcr, and c«tabliiihos solid 
confidence on the fonndations of afioctioQ and gratitude. Be 
the fiist to epare ; throw down the weapons in your hand. 

*< Every motive of juetico and policy, of digni^ and of 
pmdenco, uigea you to allay the ferment in America by a 
removal of your troops from lioston, by a repeal of your acta 
of parliament, and by demuiistnting amicable di^io^tions 



101 



AMERICA ARMS FOR SELF-DEFENCE, w. m. ; on. TL 



toward jonr eoloniea On the other ]i&nd, to deter you from 
pereeverance in your preBent niimniji inensurM, every lUnger 
and every liazord impend, foreif^ war tiangiog OTcr yoa by a 
thread, Franca and Spain n-atoliing your coDduct, and waiting 
for the maturity of your errors. 

" [f the tninistere perHevere in thus miBadriging and mm- 
leading the king, I will not say that the king ia betrayed, bnt 
I will pronounce that the kingdom ia undone; I will not !«iy 
that they can alicnato tlio aifcc-tiouH of litK subjucte from hie 
crown, but I will afiirm tliat, the American jewel out of it, 
they will nuike the crown not worth hia ■wearing." 

The words of Chatham, wben reported to the king, recalled 
hifi last intorvlow with George Grenvillo, and stung him to the 
heairt. He raved at the wise counfielia of tlie greatest etatea- 
man of hiti dominions, as the words of an ahandonerl pnlitidan, 
'' void of gratitude " ; and niontlis afterward was looking for 
the time " when decrepitude or age aliould put an end to him 
as the trumpet of sedition." 

With a whining delivciy, of which the bad effect was 
hcightcnud by violence, Suffolk, who boaatod of having been 
one of the first to advise coercive measores, assured the houflo 
that, in spite of T^ord (^mtbain's prophecy, tlic government 
was resolved to repeal not one of the acta, but t« use all pom- 
hie mouia to bring the Amorictins to ot>odicucc. 

Slictbumc gave liifi adhesion to the seotimeata of Chatham, 
not from personal ongagementa, hut eolely from his eoovictioD 
of their 'wiedom, jostice, and propriety. Cundeu, who in the 
discugrion mrpoaeed every one but Chatham, rotumed to hia 
old ground. '*This," he dodared, " I will say, not only w a 
itateaman, politician, and phitoMipher, but as a common lawyer : 
my lords, you have no right to tax Anierica ; tlie natura! rigbia 
of man and the immutable taws of nature are all with that 
people. King, lords, and eororoona are fin»«OQiuUng names; 
hut king, lorda, and commons may become '^tukta aa well u 
others ; it [9 as lawfol to leoat the tyranny of many as of otto. 
Somebody once asked the great Selden in what Imok you 
might iind the law for reeinting tyranny. * It hoa always been 
the custom of England/ answered Sctdcn, ' and the ctutom of 
England ia the law of the land.' " 
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*' Sly lords," said Tjjrtl Gower, with eontemptuoue sneore, 
"let the Americaus talk abont their natural and divine riglitnl 
their rights as men and citizetisl their rights from God and 
nattire 1 I atn for enforcing these meaenree.'* RocUford held 
Lord Chatluiu, jointly with the AmericaiiB, respoiutible in bb 
own person for dlttagn'oablc oonsequcuces. L^itelton re- 
proaclied Cliatliain witli spreading tlie fire of sedition, and tlie 
Amoricaoa with deragning to emancipate theuiseli'ce from the 
act of naTigation, 

Chathiuu closed the debate by insisting on the right of 
Great Britain to rcgnlato the conmierce of the whole empire ; 
bnt as to tho riglit of tlie Aniyriciiia to exemption from tHJUl- 
tioii, except hy their implied ur express assent, they derived it 
from God, nature, and the British constitution. FranVlio with 
rapt admtmtion listened to the man who on that day had united 
the highest wisdom and eloipieiice. " Efis speedi," sud tho 
jating William Pitt, " wa» tlie most forcible that can be imag- 
ined ; in matter and manner far beyond what I can express ; 
it must have an iufiuite effect without doom, tlic bar being 
Crowded with Americatu." 

The stateainiittsbip of Chatham and the cIo«o reasoning of 
Camden ** availed do more than the whistling of the winds ;" 
the motion was rejected by a vote of sixty-eight against oi^teeo ; 
but the diik« of Cumberland, one of the king's own brothers, 
wns found in tho minority. The king, triomphing in "tho 
VM-y handsomo majority," waa snre "notliing could Iw more 
edonbited to bring the Amerioana to DubmiHslon ;*^ bnt the 
debate of that day, nolwitlistanding Rockinghnin had expresBcd 
Itifl adherence to his declamtoiy act, went forth to the colonies 
u sn Msurance that the inevitable war would be a war with a 
ministry, not with tho British people. It took from tlic oon- 
teet tliu cUaractcr of iutemcctne hatred, and Bbov'ed that the 
true spirit of EngUnd, which had grown great by freedom, 
viw on tlie iudc of America. Its independence wan forefiliad- 
owed, and three of Chatham's hearers on that day — FramkUn, 
Bhelbume, oud bis own sou, Williaoi Htt — never wearied in 
their oxcrtione till their joint efforts established peace between 
Britain and the United States of America. 
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jASOAKY-PEBBtTART 1775. 

Neithkr the king nor liis ministers believed the hearty 
nnion of ea vast a regiou as Americu poesibli*. But, at tbo 
one extreme, New Hanipshiru in conrKition uiuuiim(Hi8ly ad- 
tiered to the recent congress, and elected delegates to tbc next. 
At thv other, Soutli Carolina, on the elereuth of Janiiaiy 
1775, Iield a general nioctiiig, vrliicli was sooa resolvetl into 
a provincial congreHB, with Chark* Pinckncj- for president. 
The dupntiec Ut tltu ^nural eoiipi:^ vrerv then called upon 
to explain wh; tbev had not included in the list of gnevoncee 
the entire eoriee of monopoliee and rostxictiitne; and thej 
murmured at the moderation of Virginia, which l»ad refused 
to look further bade than 17*j3. But South Carolina wisely 
adopted the continental measures witliout change, completed 
her own internal organization, elected delcgntca to the genersil 
oongret«, encouraged her inhabitants to learn tlie u«o of anna, 
and aslcud their prayen that God would defend their just title 
to frf^edotn, and '' avert the inijx^nding calamitaca of civil war.'* 
If hloud should be spilled in MasBachosetts, ber bods were to 
ri«u in amis. 

On the twelfth, the reproftcnfativesof the cxtonsiro dintrict 
of Darieo, in (ieoi]gia, assembling in a local eongivHi, held np 
the conduct of Uaaaaohnaetla to the imitation of mankind, 
joined in tbo reeolutioDS of the ^nuid ^Viuerican eougron, and 
inetracted their delegates to the provincial oongrow accord- 
ingly. They demanded liberal land laws to attraet the di^ 
treaaed in Britain and *' the poor of every nation.** "• To show 
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die worid," these were their words, " that we are not iiiflucuced 
by contracted or interested tncitivcs, but a gt-iicral pliilan* 
thropy for aJl nutnkind, of whatever clitaate, language, or com- 
plexioD, we hereby declare oar disapprobatioa and abhorrence 
of the umuturol practico of slaver}- iii America (however the 
uncultivated etate of our countiy or other epccioua arg:nmcnta 
may plead for it) ; a practioe founded in injustice and eniclty, 
and highly dangerons to onr Ubcrded as well ag lives, debasing 
part of oiir feUow-ercatnres below men, corrupting the idoraU 
of the rest, and lajdng the bagts of that tih(-rty we contend for 
Qpon a very wrong foimdatinri. We therefore rewilve at all 
time6 to use oar utmost endeavors for tlie manumiEsion of onr 
Blares in this colony, upon the most safe and eqoitable footing 
for the tuaeters and themselves." 

Tlie provincial congress, which was called to meet on the 
eighteenth at tJavannah, failed of its end, since five only oat 
of twelve parifihea in the province were represented, and some 
of thcgc- wero bound to tudf-way mcofiorcs by their inetructioua. 
The legislature, which aimuJtaueousLy aasemblod, was suddenly 
prorogued by tho royal governor. Bot in the parish of St. 
John, which oont^ned one third of tho wealth of Georgia, the 
inhabitautit, chieSy descendante of New Kn^iand people, con- 
formed to the reeolntions of the continental cuiigreKs, appointed 
Lyiuan Hall to represent thoni iu Pliiladelphia, and set apart 
two hiindrwl barrels of rioe for their brethren in Boeton. 

In December 177+, tlie Maryland convention had recom- 
maided to the inhabitants of tiie province to fomi them- 
aelres into companies of eixty-cjght men under offlccre of their 
own clioicc, and hitd apportioned fimong the BCvcrnl countica 
the Biim of ten thoiwand poiin<U in currency, to Iw raised by 
snbecriptioD or voluntary oSeriugs for the purclia&e of arms. 
Of this resolve the Virginia Fairfax county committee, whow 
C^»ipr\nTi was Washington, on th« seventoentb of January 1775, 
adopted llie eubetance, :md Washington published it Eigned 
with his own name. A company, composed of " tlie sons of 
gentlemeo ** in hia aeighborhood, elcctod him their commander. 
Every oonnty in Vii^'uia glowed with zeal to iinbody its mi- 
litia ; marksmen, armed with rifles, choec the ccwtumc of the 
painted himting-ahirt and moccaeona They pledged them- 
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BeUvi to cftcli other to keep a good Srelock, ftmmuuitioD, bal- 
let-mouUtfi, pow(Icr-lioi-Q, aud hug for b*U& Tlio coniiiiittov of 
Kortliaraptou ooimt,r oSered a premium lor the manufacture 
of gnnpowder. Aa Duiiinore persisted in proroguing tbo Vir- 
ginia assembly, Peyton Randolph, u; the organ of the people 
agaiufit the repreeentativc of the crown, directed the choice of 
depnties to a colony «)nvention in MarcJi. 

The inhabitants of Maryland wonid hear of no oppo<?ition 
to the recommendationg of congreas. An armed orj^iization 
sprung up in Delaware. Crown offlcere and royalist* practised 
every art to ecparato New York from tlie general union. The 
president of its chaxtcred college taught that "Christians are 
required to be aubject to the Iiigher powers ; that an apoetle 
onjoiucd eubmi«aion to Nero;*' that the friends of the Amot^ 
ioau ooDgress were as certainly guilty of "an unptpdonable 
crime as that St. i'anl and St. Peter were inspired men.*' 
Thoro the KpiBCopol olcrgy fomented a di»trurt of the Kew 
England people as " rebellious rcpuIiUcans, intolerant toward 
the ehun^h of Kugland and Cjuakem and i}»pti»t», doubly 
intolerant toward the Germans and Dutch." There a cor- 
mptiiig iufluoncu grew out of contracts for the Britiiih laer- 
vice. The timid wenj alannwl by stories that '* the undi«^ 
plined men. of America could not withstand disciplined sol- 
diers;*' tliat "Canadians and unnumbered tribes of aavagea 
might be let loose U]>oti them ; " and that, in cave of war, " the 
Amoricamt nmut be treated as vanquished rebels." New Vork, 
too, vaa the seat of a royal gOTirmnient which dlBpensed com- 
mieabns, offieoa, and grants of land, gathered round its little 
court A eocial circle to which loyalty gave the tone, and had 
for more than eight yenr« craftily condacted the adaunifitration 
witli tlie deiugn to lull discontent. It permitted tlie aisembly 
to employ Edmund Burke as its agent. Id the name of the 
ministry, it lavished promises of favor and indulgence; ex- 
tended the boundaries of tlie provinoe at the north to the Con- 
neottcnt river; and, oontrai^ to the sense of right of Lord 
Dartmouth, supported the dainw of New York to Vermont 
lands against tho |Hipuloaa villages which had grown up under 
gruits from the king's governor of Xew Hampiiliirp. Both 
Tiyon and Oolden profeaeed a sinuere deeire to take part with 
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the colony in obtuniog a rcdrcea uf ull gricviiiicc^ and an iin- 
proTCQicnt of itfl cotiiditution; antl Partmouth was made to 
utter the hope "of a happy accominodation upon some general 
oonstitiitiomil plan." Such a hiuod with the parent etate the 
Kcw York coniraittce declared to be tlio object of their cameel 
flolicitudo; and Jay *' h<?Id nothing in greater abhorrence than 
the malignant obai^ of aKpiringafter independence.'* *'Ifyou 
find the complaints of your conadtuenta to bo irell grounded," 
said Colden to the Kew York assembly in January, *'«uppH- 
cate tlie throne, and oiu- most graciotis Bovereigu will hear and 
relieve you with potemal tenderness." 

In this manner one colony was to be won for a separate 
ne^tiation. The royuUfila were pccvuadud of the snccees 
of tbeir scheme; and Qagc, who had a little before written for 
at least twenty thoiuand men, sent word to the eecretajy, in 
Janaary, that, *' if a respectable force is seen in the field, the 
meet obnoxious of the leaders seized, and a pardon proclaimed 
for all others, government will come off victorious, and with 
less upiHwitiou than was exjiected a few months ago." 

On the twenty-«ixtb of Janunry, Abraham Ten Broeek, of 
the New York aasembly, mored to take iuto cousiderati<m the 
proceedings of t]ie continental congress ; liut, though he was 
ably seconded by Mathaniel Woodlinll, by Plulip Scliayler, by 
George Clinton, and by the larger number of the members who 
were of Dutch dcR'cnt, the vote waa lost by a majority of one. 

" That one vote wais worth a million sterling," said Uamler 
to Kocbford. with an air of patronage, on hearing the news; 
while he explained to Yergennc^ tluit the vote wm to the min- 
ifltry worth notlung at all, that I^ew York was sm% to act with 
tlic rest of the continent. The ai<5emMy, now in its eeventh 
year, had long since ceoeed to represent the people. 

In January the Quakers of Pennsylvania published an 
epiRtle, declaring tliat tboy would religiously oIi6er\-e the rule 
not tn fight ; and the meeting of the Friends of Penn.<;ylvania 
and New Jersey gave their *' testimony against eveiy nsnrpa- 
tion of [Kjwer and authority in opiiosition to the lawa of gov- 
ernment," In the same month the popular convention of Penn- 
sylvania wa3 disinclined to arm tlio people; but the members 
pledged their coustitnenta at every hazard to defend the rights 



110 



AMERICA ARMS FOR BEl-F-nEFENOE. w. iir. ; on. to. 



and liberties of Amcric4, and, if nccceearj, to reost force bf 
force. They recommended dome«~tic mnnufactiiroe, nnd led thd 
way to a law "prohibiting the importatiun of elax-ea." The 
legiHlaturo of Fcnn8}ivimia hod, in Dect-niber, anrc^orredty 
approved tbo prooeediiigs of tlic pontinental ooDgrass, aud to 
tlie uuxt congress In May bad elected sovod delegateo^ 

"Do not give up," wrote tbo town of Moninonth, in Xew 
Jersey, to the Hostoniiins; " and if you should want any fnr- 
tbcr supply of bread, let «» know." On the twenty-fourth of 
Jannary the ajeembly of that colony, without a dieeenting 
voice, adopted the measures of the la«t general oongre^a, and 
elected del^atee to the next. Three weeks later it tnuis- 
mittod to the king a separate petition ; but it enumerated the 
American grievances without abatement. 

lu February the a£»un)bly of New York, against tlie most 
Btrenuous exertions of Schuyler nnd Clinton, refiuod to ecnd 
delegates to the next general coDgreaa by a vote of seventeen 
to uiuo. 

The people of New York were thrown back upon thein- 
eelves under drcumstancea of difficulty that bad do parallel iti 
otlier cotonicK. They liad no legally constittite<l ImkIv to form 
their rallying [mint; and, at a time when the continental con- 
gre^ refused to aanction any revolntionary inatitntion of go7- 
onunent even iu Thraasachiiisetta, Uicy were cotnpelle<1 to pro- 
eeed to the metbodri of revolution. The colony was tnire to 
emerge from all ohetactoe ; its firet oigoa was tlic prcH. 

QcncnU Charles Leo denied the military eapckdty of Kng- 
land, OB Bbe contd with diflicultir' enlist reornits enoagh to keep 
her regiments full ; and he insisted tliat in a few months effi- 
cient infantry might be formed of Amonoomi. 

Two auuuymona pamphleta, which dealt more thoroughly 
with the great qaesttona at ieBoe, are attribated to Alexander 
Hamilton, n gifted yonng man, who now mlmno like a star 
firHt Men above a hiue, of whoee rising no one bad taken. 
note, lie was a Wcjit Indian, of wfaose axEateuco the Srst 
written trace that baa been preserved is of 1 766, when his 
name occm^ as a witness to a legal paper exocut4Ml m tlio 
Danish islaud of Santa Cruz. Throe years later, still a resi- 
dent of the same i&land, he had learned to "contemn tlio 
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grovelliDg oonditiou of a clerk,'* fretted at the najrow boandB 
of his inlaiHl cage, and to a friend of his own years con- 
fessed hU ambition. " I would wiUingijr risk m^ Life^" wrote 
lie, " though not my character, to exalt my station. I mean 
to prepare the w»y for futurity ; wo havo se«ii endi Hchomes 
euoocbsf til when the projector is constant" That way he pre- 
pared by integrity of conduct, diligence, and study. After 
an education aa a merchant, dunng- which Itc once ut least 
conducted a voyage, and once had the charge oi his employ- 
er's bustneee, lie found himself enabled to repair to ^s'ew Yoric, 
of which he entered the college liefore the end of 1773. 
Trained from cliildhood to take care of himself, he poeaeBBod a 
manly self-reliance. Hia first BympatUiee in the onatest had 
been on the British side againHt tlie Araerieaas, but he had 
changed his o[)iiii<ms ; anil, in February 1775, when the neces- 
sity of the Appeal to the people was become more and more 
ttigent, the geniiil pilgrim from the South put forth all his 
ability, with a Jctenuiuul intercut in the coming i<tniggle, ae if 
Ite bad Hprnng from the eoi! whose rights he defended. Severe 
in yotithful onmefitnese, be addreaecd the judgment, not the 
paaiions, aiming not at brilliancy of expreesiou, but jostnew 
of thought, '^ 1 lament," wrote Hamilton, *' tlie mmatoral 
quarrel between the parent etatc and the colonies ; and most 
ardently wish for a speedy reconciliation, a perpetual and mu- 
tually beneficial miion. I am a warm advocate for Umited mon- 
archy, and an unfeigned well-wisher to the present royal fam- 
fly ; bnt, on the other hand, I am inviolably attached to the 
ttsential righto of mankind, to civil liberty dh tlie greatest of 
terrestrial blessings." 

*' You are qnarrelling for threepence a pound on tea, an 
atom on the shouldent of a giimt,'* said tlie tones; and be ut- 
Bwonxl : " The {larliament claiioB a right to tax kb in all caaea 
whatever; ita late acta are Id virtne of that claim ; it is the 
principle against which we contend." 

*' Vou ehould have had recourse to remonstrance and pe- 
tition," said the time-ftervcrs. " In the infancy of the present 
dispute,'' rejoined Hamilton, *' we addrceecd the threne ; our 
addrosB was trtnted with euntempt and neglect. The firnt 
American uongreas in 17^5 did tlie same, and met with mmilar 
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treatment. The exigeocj of the times requires Ti^rous remo- 
dies ; w'c have no resoarce but in a restriction of uiir trade, or 
in a resistaiioo hy tu-rne." 

*' But Great BriUin," it waa said, " «iU enforce her clainu 
by fire and eword. The Amcricaos are without fortreeaes^ 
without discipline, witliout military storee, without money, and 
cannot keep an aruiy in the field ; nor can troops bo disciplined 
without regular jwy au<I govemnieut by an unquestioned It'ga! 
authority. A \nrga number of armed men might be got 
together near Boston, but in a week they would be obliged to 
disperse to avoid starving.'' *'The courage of Americans," 
replied Hamilton, " han l>tjen pmved. The troopn Great liriU 
ain could send ngainst us would be but few ; our Buperiority in 
number would balance our inferiority in discipline. It would 
bo h»Td, if not impraetii'aliEe, to uubjugute lu by force. An 
armamenr oufficiont to enelave America will put her to an in- 
snpportable expense. She would be laid open to foreign ene- 
mies. Kain like a deluge would poor in from every quarter." 

" Great Britain," it was said, " will seek to bring ns to a com- 
pliance by putting a stop to our whole trade.*' " Wo can live 
without Imde," answered Hamilton; "food and clotliing we 
have within ouRtelves. With due cnltivatioo, tlie Boutlicm 
colonies, in a couple of years, would afford cotton enough to 
clotlie tbo whole continent. Our climate producer wool, Hax, 
and liem]>. The silk-wonn anKwent an well here an in any part 
of the world. If manufactures should once be estabUabed, 
tltey will pave the way Btill more to the future grandeur and 
glory of Auiorica, and will render it atitl accuflt ugaiust en- 
croaclunenti of tyranny." 

" You will raise tlie reecnbuent of the united inhabitants of 
Oreat Britain and Ireland," objected his wlvttwrioa. "They 
are our friends," be retorted ; " they know bow dangerous to 
tbeir liberties tlie loss of ours must be. Tbe Irisli will sympa- 
tliisc with iw and commend our conduct" 

The tories built oonlidontly upon dieonion. "A little 
time," replied Hanultan, " will awaken the oolonlua from tlieir 
slumbers. I please myself with the flattering prospect tliat 
tliey will, ere long, unite ia one indissoluble cbaio." 

It was a common argument among tbe royalista of tbose 
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days, that goTerumeut wan the creature of taviX societT, and 
tlu:refore that an established government was not to be reouted. 
Tothifl the j^oung philosopher answered, rightiy: "The8aiH«me 
Intelligence who rules tJic world hui confidtnted an etemtl 
law, which is obligatory cpon all mankind, prior to any human 
iofititutioii whatever. He gave existence to uun, ti^therwith 
the means of preacrring and beautifying that existence ; and 
inrcBted him with an iuTiolablo right to porsae hbcrt>- and 
personal safety. Natural liberty is a ^t of the Creator co the 
whole human raoa Civil liberty is only natural liberty, modi- 
fied and secured by the sanctions of civil society. It is not 
dependent on homan caprice; but it is conformable to the 
constitution of man, an well as necessary to the well-being of 
aodety." 

" The colony of New Torb,** continued his antagonists^ " Is 
enbjeot to the supreme k^gistative auUiority uf Groat Britain," 
"I deny that wc are dependent on tlie logielatnre of Great 
Britain," be answered ; and he fortified Im denial by an elabo- 
rate disonKion of cokpuial history and charters. 

It was retorted that New York had no ebarter. " The 
aacred rights of mankind," ho rejoined, "are not to be rnin- 
zoBged for among old parchments or musty rerords. Tliey are 
written, as with a sunbeam, in the whole volume of hnmtm 
nature, by the luuid of the divinity itaelf ; and can never be 
-eiwed or obecurod by mortal power. Civil liberty cannot be 
wrested from any people witlioat the meet manifold violation 
of jotttioe and the m<3«t a^rsvated guilt The uatious Turkey, 
Russia, France, Spain, and all other despotic kingdoms in the 
world have an inherent right, whenever they please, to shake 
off the yoke of servitude, tliougti tuuictioned by ituiuouiorial 
n&age, and to model their gorenmieut upon the principles of 
civil Uberty." 

So rca«onod thi^ thoughtful Wc«t Indian, as one who had 
power to see the divine archetype of freedom, Tho waves of 
turbulent opinion dafihed around him ; cosmopolitan New York 
adopted the votontoer from tbo tropics as her son. New York 
still desired a constitutional union of Great Britain and Amer- 
ica, but wait refKiIved, at all eventsi, to make oommom cause with 
the contiDent. 

Toa. IT. — 8 
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The eoDfidence of tlie minietj^ reposed more and more on 
ibe ceDtral provinces, and Dartmouth still took for granted the 
peaceful settlement of every question ; jret six «loope-of-war 
and tvro frigates were under orders for America, and it was 
OrtcntatiouHly homldcd tliat scvtm hundred marinee from Eng- 
land, and four regimentfl from Ireland, were to he prepared 
for embarkation; " leee to aot bostilely against the Americans 
than to eocoarage the fnende of {^vemment." 

Id the homo of eommoiu the potitions in hehalf of Amer- 
iOL, incIudiDg those from I>oDdou and BrLetol, were oonsignod 
to a committee of oblivion, and ridiculed as already " dead in 
law." Hajley, of I-ondon, rebuked the levity of the houae. 
** The rejection of the petitiooa of the trading intereiita," aaid 
he, on the twenty-tdxth of January, " must drive on a civil 
war witli America." "The Americanjs," aigut^ JeiikJnson, 
''onght to submit to every act of the En^iiih legtfilatnre." 
'* England," said Burke, '* lb like the archer that eaw hie own 
child in the hinds of the adwnsary, against whom lie was gutiig 
to dnw his bow." Fox charged npon North that the country 
vas on the point of being involved in a civil war by his inca- 
pacity. !North complained: "The gentleman hlomce all my 
•dminiitration, yet he defended and mpported much of it ; 
nor do I know how I have deserved his reproaehee." *' I can 
tell the noble lord how," cried Fox ; *' by every specioR of false- 
hood and treachery." Sir (George Saville asked that Frauklln 
might be heard at the bar in support of tho addreee of the 
American contiaental congreas to the king; and, after a vio- 
lent debate, the hooae, by the osual majority, rofoaed even to 
receive ita petition. 

The demand of Gage for twenty thonaand men was put aside 
with eoom. "Tho violences committed by thoee who have 
taken up arms in Maasarhusetts Bay,** wrote Dartmonlh. in the 
king's name, " have appeared to me as the acts of a nide rab- 
Me, without plun, without concert, and without conduct; and 
thereforo I think that a smaller force now, if put to the tcet, 
would be able to encounter them. The liri«t and eaaroti&l Aep to 
he taken toward re-eatahliahing govcmmimt would be to arrcBt 
end iniprifioD the priooipal actors and abettors In the provincial 
congreaa, wboae proceedings •{^war in every light to be treason 
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and rebellion. If means be devised to keep tlie mtMRiire secret 
audi the mom«nt of exwutioi), it can hardly fail of euccoea. 
Eveu if it cannot be accomplished without bloodshed and 
should Iw a signal for boatUlties, I must again repeal that any 
efiortfi of t!ie [looplc, unprci)arcd to eucouutcr with & regular 
force, cannot be very formidable, Tho inippiaonment of tLoae 
who ttliall bo made priaonera will prevent their doing any 
fnither mischief. The charter for the province of jVLasBacha- 
flette Bay empoweis the governor to use and exorcise the law 
martial in time of rebeliioti. The attorney- and solicitor^a- 
ertt report that the factii Htated in tlie papere you have truuB- 
mitted uro tbo history of an actual and open robollion in tliat 
provin(!0, and tberefora the exercise of that pow«r upon your 
own diwretion is strictly jiwtiiiable.'' 

"The minister must recede," \rrote (.lamier to Tergenne^ 
** or lose America forerer." " Your cliief deiwudeiice," such. 
were FrankIiu*M words to HasHuchuHcttjt, "rauHt he on your 
own virtue and unanimity, wluch, under God, will bring you 
through all difiiculties." 

There was no hope in England but from Cfaathaiu, who 
lost not a. moment in hid endeavor to prevent a civil war before 
it should he inevitably fi.-tcd ; isaying, " God's will be doau, and 
let the o!d and new world be my judge." On the first day of 
February he preeented his plan for " true reconcilement and 
national accord." It was founded gubfttantially on the proposal 
of the American oongreas ; parUament wan to repeal tlie titatutea 
complained of, and to renounce tlic jwwer of taxation ; iVmcrica 
(n torn woR to rocogniBc its right of rc(rulating the commerce 
of tlie whole euipirv, and, by the free graitti; of her own aSftem- 
Uiea, waa to defray tlie expensea of lier govemmentn. This 
was the true meaning of his motion, though clausea were added 
to make it lead unpalatable to the pride of the firitlah l^talft* 
tmei. Franklin was persnaded tliat he atnocrely wished to 
BitiBfy the AmericauB; JefferBon, on reading the bill, hoped 
that it might briug on a nx--oucil)aCion; but Samuel Adams 
saw danger Inrking under even a conditional recognition of 
the nipremacy of fnrliament, and said : " Let os take care, lest, 
initead of a thorn in the foot, we have a dagger in the hcarl" 

Ho sooner bad Chatham concisely invited the assistance of 
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tbo homo in adipting' his erado material to tlie f^reat end of 
an honorabtti and penuanent adjostment, than Dartmouth i!pokc 
of the magnitude of the nibject, and asked hiii oorL%nt that the 
bill sliould lie on the table for OMULderation. ** I expect noth- 
ing more," was the ready answer. But Sandwich, speaking 
for thti majority in tlie eabiuet, iutorpo«xl. " The propoeod 
measare," he «aid, "deserves onlj contempt, and ou^t to be 
immediately rejected. I can never believe it to be tlic produc- 
tion of any Brituih peer. It appears to me mlber the wurk of 
Bome American ;" and looking at Franklin, who stood leaning 
on the bar, "1 fancy," he oontinoed, "1 have in my ej-e the 
pcreou wlu> drew it ap, one of the bittcn-st and most mis- 
chioTous CDcmicA this country has over knoivn." 

The peers tnniod tovrard the American, when Chatham 
retorted: *'The plan ia entirely my own; but, if I were tho 
fliBt ministOT aud tmd the care of eettling this momeutons 
biuineee, I ahoiild not bo a^iamed of publicly calling to my 
aasistauce a person eo perfectly acquainted vitb tlie whole of 
Ame-rican a£Lun ; one wh<jni all Kuntpe ranks Trith onr Boylee 
and Neirtona, aa an honor not to the English nation only, but 
to human iiatupe." 

Overawed by the temper of the hoose, Dartmouth, witli Iub 
wonted weakness which mado him adopt the worst measures 
even when he inclined to tlie hmU wheeled round againfit Lis 
own candor, and declared for rejecting the plan immediately. 
Thia Qower domaadod ; this even Grafton advised. 

PeroeiTing the onaltcrablo pnrpow of the nunistrv, Cbat- 
ittta poured upon them a toneotof invoctive. '^Thin bill," 
and ho, " though rejected here, will make its way to the pub- 
lic, to the nation, to tho romotest wild« of America ; and, 
however faulty or defective, it will at least manifest how 
zealous I bavo been to avert those storms ndiich aeem ready 
to borst on my countiy. Yet I am not mirpriaed that men 
who liate liberty ahoiild detest thoeo thai prise it; or tliat 
tlioee who want virtue themselves sboald persecute those who 
possess it. The whole of your political conduct has been one 
continued scrioi of weakness and temerity, dcspotifim and the 
Dioet notorious wrviUty, tneapadfcy and corruption. I moBt 
allow yon one merit, a Etriet attention to your own interests : 
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In that view, who can wonder that yon should put a ncgatiro 
on any measure which mnat deprive yon of your places, and 
reduce you to that inaguificanoe for which (:iod and nature 
dengned you i*' 

Lord Chatham's bill, though on so important a subjeet| 
Fured by so ^reat a atatesman, and supported by nioist able 
ad luamtHl xpeakeni, visui resisted by ij^ioratice, prejudice, 
and passion, by misconceptiona and wilful perverBion of pltun 
truth, arid was rejected on the finit reading by a vote of mAj- 
one to thirty-two. 

"llereditaiy It^atota!" thought Franklin. "There 
would be more propiiety in having henditar)- profeasora of 
mathematics! But the elected house of commons ia no better, 
nor ever will be while the electors receive money for their 
votes, and pav inouey wherewith miniHtors may bril)e their 
represenlativtie when choBon." Yet thu wtlf iibicBs of the lords 
waa happy for Arnica ; for Chatham'fi proposition contained 
olauaea to which it never ootild safely have assented, aud yet 
hteathed a spirit which must have distracted ita councila. 

The minietere rushed on with headlong indiiicjction, think- 
ing to subdue the Americans by intimidation. Accordingly, 
Lord Nurth,on the day after Chatham's dofcnt, proposed to the 
oommons a joint addroee to tlic king to declare that a rebellion 
existed in Haseicbusetta, and to pledge their lives and proper- 
tio8 to it» supprcBsion. 

" The coloniea," eaid Dunning, " arc not in a state of re- 
bellion, but resisting the attempt to eBtabtish despotism ia 
America, as a prelude to tlie same aystem in the mother coun- 
try. Opposition to arbitrary measures is warmntcd by the 
oonatitutlou, and eetablifllied by precedent." **Xothing but 
the display of vigor,- ' said Thnrlow, '* will prevent the Ameri- 
can ooloniea becoming independent statea." 

Grant, the same officer who had been scandalously beaten 

Pittifhtirg and had offended 8ouUi Carolina^ asaerted, amid 
loudest cheering, that he knew the Americans very well, 
and waa sure they would not fig^t ; " that they were not aol- 
diots, and never could be made so, being nattirally pnfillani- 
moufl and incapable of discipline; that a very slight force 
would be more than sufficient for their complete reduction ;" 
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and he mimicked their pecnliar cxpresBions. and ridiculed their 
rcligiouB euthuMaam, mannera, and woja of living, grcstly to 
the entertainment of the houBC. 

At this stage. Fox, displaying for the first time the fnll 
extent of bis abilities, entered into the history of the dispute^ 
4nd stAted truly that ** the reason why tlio colonies objected to 
taxes for revenue was, that Buch revenue in the hands of gov- 
eniineiit took out of the hands of the people to be governed 
the control, which every EiigUshmaii thiuloi he onght to have 
over the government to which his rights and int»«i^ are in- 
trusted.'* The defence of the ministry rested chiefly on Wed- 
derbum. Gibbon was prepared to sj>cak, hut neither he nor 
Germain could find room for a dingle word. 

Again Lord North hcaita^od ; and I'Vaokiin, whose media- 
tion was once more solicited, received a paper containing tlio 
rwalteof miuietcriul coufcrcncod on "the hints'* which he had 
written. "We desire nothing but vrhat is neoesEary to our 
•ecarity and well-being," said Franklin to the ngeat« whocamo 
to him. Thoy declared, by niitliorit^', that tlio repeal of the 
tea act and the Bostou port act would be conceded ; the Quebec 
act might be amended by reducing the province to its anciout 
limits; but the Mimetchuaette acts muel be continued, Iwth 
"as real amendments" of tlie constitution of that province, 
and " as a standing example of the power of parliament." 
Franklin's reply was brief: "While |)arliameut clainia the 
right of altering American constitntions at pleaniTv, tlH-re can 
be DO agreement, for we are rendered unsafe in evciy privi>J 
lege." " An agreement is necowary for America," it iMia an?-' 
Bweied ; " it is so easy for Britain to bum all your seaport 
towns." "My htile properly," rejoined Franklin, "consists 
of bouses in those towns; make bonfires of them whoever 
yoo please ; the fear of losing them will never alter my reso- 
lution to resist to the last the ckum of parliament." 

Wlien on tlie sixth of February the address was repoftod 
to the bouse, Ixird John Cavendish eomeRtly "deprecated 
civil war, necessarily involving a foreign one." "A fit and 
proper reaistanoe," aaid Wilkes, " is a revolution, not a rebel- 
lion. Who can tell whetlier, in consequence of this da}-*s vio- 
knt and mad address, the scabbard may not be thrown away 
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hj the Americana as veil ae b^ as ; and, Bbould access attend 
them, wbetlicr, in a few yean, tlie Americans may not cele- 
brate ttic gluriouB ura of tbe niTolution of 1775 as we do that 
of IGSBi Saocees crowned the generous effort of our foro- 
fatbers for freedom; else they had. died on the Kaffold aa 
traitors and rebels, and the period of our hiftorr which doee 
US the most honor would have been deemed a rebellion against 
lawful authority, not the expulsion of a tyrant.** 

During the debate, which Luited till half post two in the 
morning, Lord North threw off tJie reeponsibility of the tax 
on tea, and prepared the way for its repeal as the basis for con- 
ciliation. It was too late ; for a new question of the power 
of parliament over duirtcra and laws had arisen. The dia- 
arowal offended his colleagues, and in itself was not honcet ; 
luA rote in the cabinet had decided tlio mca£uru, and it was 
unworthy of a minister of the crown to intimate that lie bad 
obeeqnioafly followed a chief like Grafton, or yielded his 
jodgmcDt to the king. 

Lord George Germain was fitly soleetod to deliver tho mea- 
sage of tlie cummonB at tlte bar of the lordn. ** There is in 
tho addreea one paragraph which I totally disclnim," said Rock- 
ingliaiu ; " 1 will riiik neither life nor fortune in support of the 
meofinres recxtmmended. Four fifths of the nation are op- 
posed to this addi'ea^; for myHelf, I Rhall not tivad in the steps 
of my uoble but ill-fated ancestor, Lord Strafford, who first 
comted popular faror, and then deserted the cause he had em- 
harked in ; as I have set out by 8uj>portiiig tlie cause of the 
pcopk, so I shall never, for any temptation whatsoever, desert 
or 'betny them." 

Mansfield, as if in conocrt with North, took the occodoa 
U> deny having advised the tea-tax; and ho condemned the 
act u the most absurd that could be imagined. Camden, too, 
disclumed having had the Icaet liand in tlie measure. ** It is 
mean/' Haid Grafton, '' for hiiii at this time to screen himself, 
and shift the blame off bis own nhoulders. to lay it on those of 
others. The measure was consented to in the cabinet. He 
aeqnieeoed in it ; he presided iu the honso of lords when it 
pawed throngh its several stages ; and he should equally share 
its oensore or its merit*' 
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A paaaionate debate ensued, daring which MiioBfield praised 
the Boston port act «nd itA attendant incasiiree, inclnding the 
TtgO-laJdng act for Maaeaohaeeita, as worthy to be gloried m for 
thuir wisdom, policy, and equity ; but he denied tliat they 
vera in any degree the froit of hie influence. Xow, as they 
wen founded on his legal optuions, Shclbume insinaated that 
Uanstield's disclaimer was in substance not ooirect. Mam- 
fioJd retorted by eliarging Sbelbume with uttering grow false- 
hoods ; and Shelbume in a rejoinder gave the illugtriooa jurist 
the lie. 

On the ninth of Febnuiy the lord chance11f>r, the upcaVer, 
and a majority of the 1ord« and commoiui witnt in state to the 
palaoe, and, iu tbe presence of the reprceentatiTee of the great 
powers of Kurope, pr«enled to George 111. thetr joint »d- 
dress. The king, in Im reply, pledged liinisetf H]»eedily and 
effectually to eoforoo " obcdicnco to tbo laws and tbe author- 
ity of tlie supreme legielature." Ilis he*rt wa« hardened. 
Having juHt heard of the seizure of anunnnition in Now Uamp- 
idiirc, he intended tliat bis language should "open the eyes 
of the deluded AmericanB." *' If it does not," said he to 
his faltering minister, " it must set overy delicate nun at Ul>- 
erty to avow the propriety of the most coercive measures." 



im. 



THE SPIBIT OF XEW ENGLASD. 



ISl 



CHAPTER Vin. 



THB SPnOT <^ KBW EVOLANDu 



Febbuast-Mabch 1776. 



Ok tie day on wliich the king rcceiTcd the address of par- 
Ikment the membera of the seoond provincial congrcsB of 
Ibasachtuette, about two hundred aad fourtcbn lit inmiticr, 
appointed cloven men aa their committooof safety, and charj^d 
them to rettist every attempt at executing the satU of parlia- 
ment. Fcir thLi purp«w3 tliey were empowered to bike possefr 
«on of the warlike stores of the province, to make retiim& of 
the miUtia and minuta-inen, and to miutor so many uf the 
militin as they should jud^ necessary. General officers were 
appointed to command tlie force that ahould f>e bo a&Aemhled. 
Fir«t of ihoM; wlio a<x:>epted the tnist wan Artemafl W^ard, a 
soldier of some experience in the French war. Next him as 
brigadier stood Setii Ponicroy, the still older veteran, who had 
aerrcd in 174A at the niege of IvninHburg. 

** Kesietanco to tyramiy," thns the congress addressed the 
inhabitants of tJie Maseoohnaetts Bay, '' becomes the ChristiaD 
and social daty of each individniL Fleets, troops, and every 
implement of war are sent into the province, to wrest from 
yon that freedom which it i« your duty, even at the risk of 
yonr livi>«, to hand inviolate to posterity. Oontinne steadfast, 
and, with a proper sense of yonr dependence on God, nobly 
defend those rights which heaven gave, and do man ought to 
taie from or." 

These tme representatives of the inhabitantB of MaaMchn- 
seita were resolved never to awcrve from duty. They were 
frugal even to parsimony, making the scantiest appropriations 
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CTor thought of hy & nation tlireatened vith war; yet ibey 
Iteld thoir property and their Wood of less account than lib- 
erty. They were startled at the lightest nigtling of mipeudiog 
diiugcr ; but tliey could not be moved from their purpose, and 
no mom tremblod tliau the granite rock wliicli Bcems to quiver 
with the flickering shadow of the drifting cloud. *• Life and 
liberty almll go together," was their language. " Our exiBtenoo 
as a free people aljsolutuly depcuds ou our octiug with spirit 
and ^Tgor," eaid Joaepli Warren ; and ho wished England to 
know that the Americans had courage enough to fight for their 
froedom. "The people," eaid Samuel Adamg, ''will defend 
their Ubortica with d^ity. One regular attempt to sobduo 
this or any other colony, what«vcr may be the first issue of the 
attempt, will open a quarrel whicli will never be clutied till 
what some of tliem aSect to apprehend, and we truly dej>re- 
cate, shall take effect'* 

The eecond proTincial oongreas before its adjournment ap- 
pointed a cominittco to dran- up in the recces rules and regulft- 
tionB for the constitutional army. They declined to levy taxes 
in form ; bat they recommended the iuhabittnts to |iay all 
their province tax to a ti'eoeurcr of their appointment. They 
re-elected their old del^^at^s to congress. They forbade work 
orsappUes for the English troop&, saying, " wo may bo driven 
to the hard necessity of taking up arms in our own defence." 
Tliey ui^^l one of tlieir committties to prepare military Btoreft, 
and directed reviews of every company of minato-mcD. Awoie 
of the design of the nunistry to secure the Canadians and 
Indians, they authorized cominunicatiouK with the province 
of Quebec through the committee of oorreepcHidence of Bo^ 
ton. A delegation from Connecticut was received, and raeaa- 
ores were ocmcerted for corrc«|>ondiitg with that and all the 
other colonies. After appointing a day of fasting, enjoining 
tlie colony to beware of a sarprt^, and recommending military 
disoiplino, they doecd a Mssiou of sixteen days. 

The spice of Gage fonnd the people ovorywhoro intent on 
military e.^ercises. or listening to confident epeechee from their 
ofncers, or learning from the clergy to esteem themselves as of 
the tribe of Judah. " Behold," said one of the tninistcrs who 
preached at a very ftill review of the militia, ** God himself Is 
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with ns for onr captain, and his prieete nitli eounding trampcta 
to ery alarm." Tlie Knf^ltsh ho thus rebnbed : " O children 
of Israel, fight ve not againgt tho Lord God of your fathers ; 
for ve ihaU not prosper." 

On these bustling preparations of men vlio liad no artil- 
lery, fow niuaketa with bajonets, and no treasary, the loyalists 
looked with derision, never donbting the power of Groat Brit- 
aiD to ornsh eveiy movement of insurrection. Danie) Leonard, 
of Taunton, apeddng for them all, held up the B]>ectrc6 of 
"high CrMWn," "actual rebellion," and "anarchy." iie ran 
through the history of the strife ; argned that it vras reaBonable 
for AitK>ri(.'a to ttlure in the DAtioiMl burden 08 in tho nutioul 
benefit ; iluU there was no oppieemre ffiurdse of the pover of 
parliament ; that the tax of tlireepence on tea wafi no tyrannj, 
alnce a duty of a sliilling, imposed a.s a regnlotion of trade, 
Iiad just been taken off ; that the bounties paid in England on 
American produce exceeded tlie American revenue mure than 
fourfold ; that no grievance was felt or seen ; that, in tlio uni- 
versal prosi>erity, die merchants in the colonies wore rich, the 
jcoinaiiry afBuent, tlie humbleet able to gain an estate; tlut 
the population doubled in twenty-five years, building cities in 
the wilderness^ and interspersing schools and colleges throngb 
the continent ; tliat the country aboouded with iufalUble marks 
of opulence and freedom ; tliat even James Otis had admitted 
the anthority of parUament over the colonies, and had proved 
the necewi^ and duty of obedience to its acta ; that resistance 
to parlJamont by force would bo treawn; that rebels wonid 
deservedly be cut down like graes beforo tho Bcythc of the 
vunrtsTf while the gibbet and the ecaffold would make away 
vith thc»e whom the eword aboiild Hpare; that Great Britain 
yna resolved to maintain the power of pariiamcnt, oad was 
able to do 00; that the colonies south of Pennsylvania had 
barely men enough to govern their nnmeroua Blnvcfi, and defend 
thenuelvee against the Indians ; that the northern o/)Ionio8 had 
no mOitary stores, nor money to procure them, nor dieciplinc, 
nor robordination, uor gcnctab capable of oppoeing ofilocra 
bred to arms : that five thoosand British troops would prevail 
against tlfty thousand Americana; that tho Britieh navy on the 
first day of war would be master of their trade, fiflheriee, navi- 
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gatioD, and maritime towns ; tiuii the Canadians and sava^^ i 
would prey npon the back ecttlemcata, eo that a legolar army 
could devastate the land like a whirlwind; that tho colcmiea 
DOVQT would unit«, and Kew England, perhaps Hassacha- 
setts, would be left to fall alone ; that even in Maseat^hueetta 
thouBaiidu uiiiong' the men o£ proi>erty, and othem, would flock 
to the royal standard, while the prorince would be drenched in 
the blood of rebels. 

Kindling witli indignation at tbene dastardly mcoaoea, John 
Adams employed tlie fraita of his long study of the BritisHi 
law, the coustitntion, and of natural right, to vindicate the 
true flcutiuieutfi of New Kngland in this wise : 

" iiy friends, homan natnra itself is oTcrmorc an advocata 
for liberty. The people can onderetand and feel the diffepenca 
between true and false, right and wrong, virtue and vice. To 
the sense of this difference the friends of mankind appeal 

** That all men by nature are equal ; tliat kings hare bat a 
del^rateil authority, whieh the people may remime, are ths 
revolution principles of IGSS; are the principles of Arietotls^ 
and Plato, of liry and Oloero, of Sidney, Harrington, and 
Locke, of nature and eternal reason. 

"if the parliament of Great Britain liod all the natural 
foundations of authority, wisdom, goodness, justice, power, 
woqM not an nnlimiti^ Kubjection of three millioiin of peopl 
to that parliament, at three thoneand miles distance, be 
slavery f But, when both electors and oleotod are become cor- 
rupt., you would be the muet abject of slavee to the worst of 
maeteni. 

■ "All Amerioa is united in sentiment When a tnastcrly 
statesman, to wlioin she has ereetnd a statue in her heart for 
his integrity, fortitude, and peiseverancc in her cause, LaTent«d 
a committee of correspondence in Boston, did not every colony, 
nay every county, dty, Iinndred, and town, upon the whole 
ccHDtinent, adopt the meaaure as if it bad been a revelation from 
above? Look over the resolves of the colonies for the post 
year ; you will sou that one understanding governs, one 
animatcfi tlic whole. The mighty qaostions of the rcvolutioa' 
<rf 1088 were determined in the convention of parliament by 
small majorities of two or three, aod. foor or tire only ; the 
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almost ananimity in the colonial i&sembli^fl, and especially in 
tbe oontineatal oongrese, are the clearest demODBtrataon of the 
cordial and iudiaaolublu umoii of die oolcmim. 

*'If Great Britain wcro Tmited, ehc could cot subdue a 
country a thousand leases oS. But Great Britain is not 
united against us. Millions in England and Scotland think it 
unrighteous, impolitic, and miuoUB to make war upon us ; and 
B miniBter, thoujjrU be may have a marble hcsrt, will proceed 
with a defipoudiiig spirit. 

" I would ask by whiit law the parliament has aothori^ 
aver America ? By the law in tbe Old and New Testameirt 
it has none; by the law of nature and nationa it hm nwio; 
by the common law of England it has none ; by statute law 
it has none; the declaratory act of 17G6 was made without otur 
oonaent by a parltament which had no aathority beyond the 
fonraeaa. 

" If Groat Britain has protected the ooloniee, all the profits 
of onr trade centred in her lap. If she boa been a nursing 
mother to us, we have, as nursed children commonly do, been 
very fond of her, and rewarded her all along teofokl for her 
care. 

" Wo New England mwi do not derive our laws from par- 
liament, nor from oommon law, but from the law of nature 
and the oompact made with the king in our charter)*. It may 
as weil be pretended that the people of Great Britain can for^ 
feit their privileges, aa tbe people of thia provinoe. If the 
eontnict of «tatc is broken, the people and king of England 
must recur to natnm. It is tlie same in this province. 

" The two characteristica of this people, religion and ho- 
BumitT, ate strongly marked in all their proceedings. We are 
not exciting a reboUion. Resistance by arms against usurpa- 
tion and lawless violenoe ia not rebellion by tbe law of God or 
the land. Eettistanoo to htn^ anthority malcee rebellion. 
Hamfideu, Guesotl, Sidney, Holt, Somera, TilloCsoD, were no 
rabeta. 

"Tlii« people, under great trialu and dangers, lave diacor- 
ered great abilities and virtues, and that nothing is 5o terrible 
to them a« the loaaof their lil)eriies. They act for America 
and posteri^. If there is no poflaible medium botwcea abeo- 
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lute iodopeDdence and 8u1>je>ctioa to Uie authority of p&rliar 
ment, alt Nortli America are oonvinced of tlieir indejieiidenoe^ 
and detertiiined to defend it at alt liazanU." 

On tbe toith of February, after the speaker liad reported 
to tbu bouse of commons the answer to their addn-^ Lord 
Nortb preheated a mceeagc from the king, asking tbc aug- 
mentation of bis foroee. Tli« minifitor, who etill ciong to the 
bopo of reducing Massochiidetta by the terrors of legifitatton, 
next propowd to rcstmin the commerce of New Engtaod and. 
exclude its tssbermon from the bantts of Newfoundland. The 
beat sbi|>-buUder8 in tbc world were at Boston, and tbuir jarda 
liad been cluwd ; the New England fishermen were now to l>e 
restrained from a toil in wliich tbuy cxc€:tled all nations. 

" God and nature," said Johnston, " have given that fishery 
to Jfew England and not to Old." Dunning defendt-d the 
right of the Americans to fish on the banka. ^ If rebellion ia 
reeietance to gororamcnt," said Sir George Savillo, "it mast 
sometimes lie justitiablc. May not a people, taxed without 
Uieir conacnC and tbelr petitions against such taxation rejected, 
their cliartcts taken away without a bearing, and an army let 
looae upon them without a possibility of obtaining justice, be 
and to bo in justifiable rebellion i " But the miniatorial meas- 
nre, though by keeping the New England fiabermen at Iiomu 
it provided rocrnita for au insurgent army, was carried 
tbrongt] alt itA stagea by great majorities. Bishop Xcw- 
ttm, in the lords, reasoned "that rol)eUioD is the sin of 
witchcrafi. and that one so unnatural as ttiat of New Eng- 
land coiild t>u awxilx.'d to nothing less than diatwUcal infat- 

The minister of Franco reqTiested the most precise orders 
to all British navat ofbccnt nut t^o annoy the coimtiurce of tlio 
French colonies. ** Such orders,'* answered Rocbford, "■ li&ve 
been given ; and we lure the greatest desire to live with you 
in tbe most perfect friendship." A letter from Lord Stor- 
mout, the tiritiab ambassador at Paris, was cited in the tMuae 
of lords to prove tliat Fianee equally wiuhed a cuntinuniK^H of 
peace. "You ean put no trust in Gallic faith," replicil itich- 
mond, ^' except so long aa it aball 1>e their interest to keep tbetr 
word.'* To this Rochford, the secretary of state, assented. 
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prOTing, liowcver, from Rajnal'fl Hietoty of tho Two Indies, 
that it was not for the interest of Fmncc that tlie Englah colo- 
nies should thron- off the joke. The next courier took to the 
kiug of Fnuice the report tluit neither the oppoaitiou nor the 
British minietor put faith in his BLQCvritj. 

Lord Xorth would gladly have escaped from his emharrnffi- 
meuts by conoesuoc. " I am a friend to holding out the olivo- 
bmnch," wnrte the king to liis pliant minigtcr, "yet I believe 
that, when once vigorous measures appear to be tho only 
means, the coloniea wiiti submit I shall never look to the 
right or to the left, 'but uti-adily purBiie tliat track which my 
conscience dictates to be the right one;" The preparations for 
war were, therefore, to proceed; but lie cou»ent«d tliat the 
commanders of the narnl and military forces might bo invested 
with oommiflsiona for the reetoration of peace according to a 
meaBure to be proposed by Lord North. From Ftauklin, 
whose aid in the echemo was canicsUy dcairod, the minisber 
onoe xatae eongbt to leant the least amount of conoeaaion that 
oonld beaooeptod. 

Franklin cxproeed his approbation of the proposed com- 
miseioii, and of I^nl ITowe as one of itfl inembeni ; and, to 
smooth the way to conciliation, he effcnKl the payment of an 
indeomity to the India company, provided tho Maasachufietta 
acta Bhnuld lie repealed. "AViOiout the entire repeal," said he, 
" the langoago of the proposal is, try on your fetters first, and 
then, if you don*t like them, ive will consider." On the eigh- 
teenth of Febniaij, Lord Howe entreated Franklin "to ac- 
company him, and co-operate with him in the great work of 
reconciliation;? and he conpled his request with a promise of 
ample appointmcuta and sulxtequont romirds. " Accepting 
favors," replied tho American, "would deetroy the influcnco 
you propose to nae ; but let me eee yonr propositions, and, if 
I i^Tprore of thorn, I will liold myself ready to accompany you 
at an hour's warning." His own opinions, which*he bad poN 
poeely reduced to writing and signed with his own hand, were 
oommunicatod tlui>ngh Lord Howe to Lord Nortli, with thia 
IftFt word : " They that can give up caeontial liberty to obttun 
a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety. 
The Masaachuaetts must suffer all the hazards ajid inischieiEs 
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of war, ratber than admit the alteration of their charter and 
laws by parliament." 

Tlio minister dreading the conflict with America, yet dread- 
ing stii] more a conflict with his oolleagtiee, Franklin was in- 
funned uu tlie twentict}) that his prindplea and those of jorlia* 
ment were a« yet too wide frum uach otb«r for discaation : and 
OD the same day Lord North, armed with the king^s consent 
in writing, astounded the house of conunons by proposing a 
plan of conciliation formed on the jirinciple that parliament, 
if the colonies would tax thcmackos to it« utiefaction, would 
impoae on them no dutiee excopt for the regnlation of com- 
mcFcc. A storm of oppcoitiou ensued, which Lord !North 
could not qnell ; and for two houis ho seeincd in a minority. 
"The plan should have boon B)gnc?d by John Hancock and 
Otis," said Kigby. Welbore Ellis, and others, particiiliirly 
young Aoland, declared against him loudly and roughly. 
" Whether any colony will come in on the»e terms I know 
not," said I<ord Xorth ; " but it is just and humane to gire 
tliom the option. If one consents, a link of tlio great chain is 
broken. If not, it will conrinoo men of justice and humanity 
at home that in America they mean to throw off all depend- 
ence." Jenkinson reminded Uic iiouitc that Lord Xorth stood 
<Hi grouod chosen by GrenTiile; but the Bedford party none 
the Ices tlireatcncd to rote against the minister, tiU Sir Gilbert 
Klliot, tbo woU-kuown friend of Clie king, came to Ms reecae, 
and secured fur the motion a lar^ge majority. To recover his 
lost ground witli the extreme siipporteni of mitlioritT, North 
joined with Suffolk and Kochford in publishing "a paper de- 
claring his intantlcHL to mako no conoessioDS." 

"If fifty tliousand men and twenty millions of money," 
said David Hume, ''were intrusted to mcli a lukewarm cow- 
ard as Gage, they never could produce any effect." The army 
in Boston was to be ruised tii ten thnusond men, and the gen- 
eral to be superceded on account of his incapacity to direct such 
ft foroe. Amherst dccUuod the aerrioe, nnleee the army should 
be nastnl to twenty thousaod men; the appointment of Will- 
iam licwo was therefore made pubUe, Ho poaseeeed no one 
quality of a gfoat general, and was selected for his naiuc 
and his relationship to tho king. On reoeiving the offer of 
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tlio oommaiid, bo aakcd: "la it a proposition or aa ordar 
from tbo king?" aiid whon told auord^, he rt-plicd it waa 
bis duty to obey it " You sliould luvo rofiucd to go agaioat 
this people," cried the voters of Nottiugtuuu, -vvitli wliom he 
broke faith. *' Yonr brother died tliere in the cause of freo- 
dom ; thoy have shown their gratitude to your namo and lam- 
ily by ereoting a mouument to him." "Wo eannol wi«h buo- 
cem to the umlertaking,"' Raid many more, Ijon! Etowe, tho 
admiral, was announced as commander of the tiaTEil forces and 
padficator ; for it waja pretended tliat the olive-branch and the 
sword TCcre to bu sent togctlier. 

Of tlio two major-generaU who attended Howe, the iirst 
in rank was lleni-y Clinton, eon of a former governor in New 
York, related to the faiuihcfi of Ncwcaatle and Bedford, and 
eoiuiected by party with the ministry. Tho other was John 
BmigojTio, who in the last war served in Portugal with 8pirit> 
and was brave even to ruehnces. He had a talent for vivid 
narratirt?, nnd wrote oomcdics that pleased in their day. In 
parliament he waa taken for au opponent of the uiiuieiry ; but 
be bad Kpokeii and voted against the repeal of the tax on tea, 
and had pronounced the Americans "eliildreu fi[)on«d by too 
much iudulgeuL-e;'' mi that, witliout lliigrant iiiconsltit«i)cy, he 
eoidd promiMi Lord North ** to be his steady, zealous, and 
active eiipporter." "I am coufident,^' said he, in the houao of 
oommons, "there is not au ollieer or soldier in Uie kingH acr- 
viou wtio does not think the jiariiamcntary right of Great lirit- 
ain a cau« to Jight for, to bleed &iid die for.'^ 

Jn reply to Jiai^yne, Henry Tcmplo Luttrell, whom cori- 
oeity once led to travel many hundreds of miles along the 
flourishing and hofepiiabJe provinces of tho coatiuenl, bore tes- 
Eimuny to their tempwrancc, «rbiaiity,ttnd spirit, and predicted 
that, If set to the proof, they would evince the magnanimity 
of ropublican Kom& 

"SYhUe providing for a re-enforoement to its anny, England 
enjoined the strictest watchfulness on its consuls and agents In 
every part of Europe to intercept all inuuitions of war des- 
tined for tlic c(ilunic8. The liriti&li envoy in Ilollaiul, witb 
dictatorial menaces, recj[uired the states general of Holland to 
forbid their subjects from £u much as transporting militaiy 
rwu IT.— 9 
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stores to the West Indu» bcjond tbc alwolute want^ of tlu!ar 
own colonics Of the Fnmcli goremnivui, preveuUvu incaii- 
nree wore reqaeeted in the most conrteons words. 

An Eogliab reaeel bore to tlie colonies news of Lord 
NortU'8 proposal, in the confident belief tlmt they would be 
divided by tlio mere hint of giving tip the point of taxation. 
**ThG flaa,'^ eaid Cbatham, *^vrUl be spDmed, and everjr. 
thlug but jctstice and reamn prove vain to men like tbt- Ameri- 
cana." "It iA impoegible," Htid Fox, "to ose the hiiiic n^^olo- 
tion to nialce the Americans believe the right of taxing will be 
given cp, and tbe mother country- that it will be maintained." 

Franklin seat advice to li[a>«achu.sett<i by no means to be^n 
war withont the approval of the contineiital oongrees, nnleas 
on a euddeu emergency ; *' but New England alone." said he, 
"can hold out fur ages against Um c:)Uiitty, and, if they are 
firm and united, in eercn years will win the day," "By iria- 
dom and courage the colonies will find fri^uJU everywba«;" 
thus be wrote to James Bowdoin of Boston, as if predicting « 
French alliance. " Tbe ey^e of all Chrietendom are now upon 
US, and oar honor as a people is become a matter of the ntmost 
consequence. If we tamely give up our rights in this coalesty 
a century to eotne will not rertore n» in the opimon of the 
world ; we shall be Btamped «ith the choraeter of daetaida, pol- 
troouft, and fools ; and be dwpiised luid trampled upon, not bj 
this bauglity, insolent nation only, but by all mankind. Pl«*- 
ent inoonTeniMioeB are therefore to be borne with fortitude^i 
and better times eacpocted." 

The frieuds of the British government in New York were 
found only 00 the surface. The Ihitch Americans formed the 
tMsis of tbe popuktioD, and were animated by the example of 
tiwir Others, who had proved to tho world that a imall people 
under great discouragements can foond a lepublie. By tem- 
perament moderate but inflexible, little notieed by the govera- . 
mtiiit, ilif-y kept thetnMlT«8 noteel«Bly in reserve. Tbe sofc^^ 
tiers in New York from New England and the mechanicii of 
the city were almost to a man enihasia«tfi for rasisCaiiea. Tbaj 
landed aristocracy was divided ; but the Datd and the 
Pn-ebyterians, eepedany Schuyler of Albany and the 
iJTingstou of Rhinebeck, nerer beutated to riak their 



ma. 



THE SPIRIT OF NEW EXGLAND. 



181 



in the eanac of inherited freedom. la no colony did English 
dominion find Ims of tlie ej-mpatliy of the people than in New 
York. 

In Virginia, the Bhio Bidge ansiveKd British menaces wi^ 
defiance. " We cannot part with liberty but with our livos," 
«aid the inhabitants of Cott-toort. "Onr duty to God, our 
oountry, oureelves, uid our posterity, aU forbid it. We stand 
prepared for every contingency.'' The dwellers im the waters 
of the Shenandoah, meeting at Stannton, commended the ^'ir- 
giuia delected to the applause of guooeedlng ogee* their exam- 
ple to the hearts of every Virginian and ever)' American. 
" For my part," said Adam Stephen, '* before I woiUd enbmit 
my life, liberty, and property to the arbitrary disposal of a 
venal aristocracy, I would sit myself down with a few fricnda 
npon some rieli aod healthy epot, eix hundred milee to the 
westward, and there form a gettlemem which in a abort time 
would command pespect." 

The valleys of Kentucky laughed as they heard the distant 
tread of cluBtcring troops of adventurers, who, under a grant 
from tlie Clierokeea, prepared to take possc^aiim of the mead- 
ows and oadulating tahle-land that nature had clothed with its 
ricliest gntou». Their views extended to planting comiwmies 
of fanners, and erecting ii-on-works, n fialt inauufacloiy, griet- 
mills, and saw-mills ; the culture of tlie fertile region was to be 
fostered by prcmimoB for the heaviest crop of com, and for 
the emigrant who should drive out the greatest number of 
sheep. The men who are now to occupy '* that mo&t desirable 
teiritory " will ciury American independence to the "Wabosli, 
the Detroit, and the MiKsiesippi. 

At Charleston, South Carolina, tho afisociation was punctu- 
ally enforced. A idiip-load uf near three hundred elaves was 
sent out of the colony by the consignee ; even houfldiohl furni- 
ture and horaes, though they had been In use in Kngland, could 
not be landed ; the cargo of one vossel was thrown into Hog 
Island creek. 

The winter at Boston was the mildest ever known; and in 
thi* "the gracious inter|M>8itioD of heaven was recognised." 
All the towns in Blasfiachnsotte, nearly all in New England, 
fl&d dome iu every colony, ministered to the wants of Boston. 
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Bellei oameeveD from England. "Call me an enUinsin^" 
said Samuel Atkms; ''Has anion among the colonies and 
warmtli of allBction can tic attribtilcd lo uutliiug \v^ thou the 
agency of the Supreiae Being. If we believe tbat Lo sopvi^ 
trends and directs tlie aSaiis of empires, we ha.ve reason to 
expect tbo restoration and establishment of the public libei^ 
ties." 

On Snnday, the twenty-axth of Febraary, two or throe 
bundrcd 60ldierfi, undor the commiuid of Leslie, sailed frt>m 
Castle WiUiam, landed clandestinely at Marblehead, and hur- 
ried tu Salom in quest of militjirr stores. Not finding them 
tliBre, the officer marched toward Danvers ; but at Uie river he 
fonnd the bridge dmwn up, and vraa kept waiting for an boor 
and a lialf, while the stores, instgnidcant in amount, were re- 
moved to a place of eafeQ'. Then, having pledged his honor 
not to advanoe more than thirty yards ou the other side, he 
wafl allowed to march bis troops across the bridge. The alarm 
spread through the uei^borhood, while Lealte bastUy retraced 
bis Htepft. 

At tJm time the British miniatry received novrs of the 
TOte in the New York assembly, refusing to considor the reso- 
lutions of oongrcea. The confidence of the king reached its 
cUmmx ; and he spared no paine to win the colony. In a lot- 
tor from the secretary of state, !Xew York was pmiecd for its 
attempts toward a leconciliation with the inotber counlr}' ; In 
a private letter, Dartmonth enjoined apun Golden to exert hi: 
address to facilitate thv aooeptoncu of Lord North's conciliatory 
roBolationa. Like directioos were sent to the governors of 
every colony except Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

How complete was tho general conlidcncc tliat the great 
majoritice in pftrlianiunt woold overawe the ooloniw appeared 
on the eixth of March, when the bill depriving New Kng^ 
land of her lUheriee was to bo ongroMcd. Even Lord Howe 
apoke for it as tlie means of bringing the disobedient prov- 
incea to a sonse of their duty, without involving a civil war. 
Fox replied: "As by dun aet alt inranit of lUKjuiring a live- 
lihood, or of receiving provisions, is cut off, no alternative 
ia left but starving or rebellion. H tlie act should not prodnce 
QniTenal acqoieecence, I defy anybody to defend the policy 
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of it Yet America will not sabmit, 2vew York only Uiffon 
in the nn»deB." '' Tlie act," wiid Dnndaii, the eolicitop^ncpal 
of Scotland, *> is just, bccft^nse provoked by the most eriuiiuoJ 
dUubedituioo ; a merciful, because that disubcdienoe would 
hare joKtiBed tbe serereet military exeoution. "WLen it is said 
no alternative is left to them but to starve or rebel, tliis in not 
the fact ; for there is another way, to submit." Tlie king, on 
rcwciving an account of " the languor of opposition'' daring 
the {lebat*.-, wnite Ui I/>nl North : " I uui oonvincod the Hne 
adopted in American affairs ^nhII be crowned with suocees.''* 

Theae words fell from George 111. on the day on which 
Boston commomonted the ''miseacn}" of its dtizond, with 
Joseph Warren for ite orator. Hia Bubjoct was the baleful 
effecta of atnndin^ armies in time of peace ; and It was to be 
delivered to the town in a town-meeting, contrary to an act of 
parliament which Gaga -wva sent to Hwtou to enfurae. In the 
crowd which thronged to the Old Sontb meeting-houee ap- 
peared about forty British officere of tlie army and navy ; these 
Samuel Adams, the moderator, received with studied courtesy, 
placing them all near the orator, some of tliein un the platform 
above the pulpit staira. Conspicuonsly seated, they listened 
to a vivid picture of the night of the massacre, after which 
"Warren proceeded : 

" Our Btreeta are again HUed with armed men, otir harbor 
ifi crowded with ehipB^f-wur ; bnt these caimot intimidate ua ; 
our liberty mast be preeerred ; it is far dearer than life. 
ShotUd America be brought into vaFsologc, Britain niu?t lose 
her fpCMxlom; her litwrty, m well as oniw, will eventnnily be 
preserved by the virtue of Ameriea. Tbo attempt of parlia- 
tnent to raiae a revenue from America and our denial of their 
right to do it have excited an abnoct univei^ iii(|uirT into 
the rights of British subjects and of mankind. The iniitlhb' 
tion of our charter has made every other colony jealous tor 
Et« own. Even the sending troops to put these acts in execu- 
tum is not without advantagee to us ; the exacCnciB and beauty 
of their diciciplinu inspire om: youth with ardor in the pursuit 
of military knowledge. 

"Our eouuLry ia in danger; our oncmiee are numennu 
Mid powerful ; bnt we have many friends ; and, detennining 
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to be free, lieavcn and earth will nid the rcsolntiou. You are 
to decide the iroportant quustion, on which rcets tlic happiness 
and liberty of milHons yet miltora. Act worth)' of youreelrca, 

** My fellow-citizeiiB, I know you want not zeal or forti- 
Inde. You will maintain your rights or perish in the genei^ 
ons etmggle. You wfll Dcrer docllue the combat wlieu free- 
dom is the prize. Au indupendencc of Great Britain is not 
onr aim, bat if padlic mcasunw arc lufffcrtna!. and it appeare 
that the only way to safety is tlm>ngh liotds of blood, I know 
you will undauntedly pr^a forward, uDtU tyranny m trodden 
under foot" 

At the motion for "appointing an orator for tlie eneoing 
year to ooaunemorate the horrid maasaore," the offioen of the 
umj and navy who heard the oration began to him. The in- 
sult exasperated the oBeembly ; but Adams, with imperturbable 
^»Bl^T>tlclOB^ roBtored order, and the vote was taken. 

Officers and ttoldiero of the maddened army lon^^d for 
revenge. An honest countryman frum Eillerica, inquiring for 
a firelock, waa offered an old one by a private ; but, as mmh as 
he bad bought it, he was seized for having violated an act of 
parliament againet trading with eoIdierB, and confined during 
the uiglit in tbe guard-room. The next day he was tarred and 
featlicrcd, labelled on the bade *' American libcrtj, or a aped- 
men of democracj/' and carted throngh the principal strvota 
of the town, accompanied by a guard of twen^ men n*iili 
fixed bayonetfl ; by a mob of officers, among whom wu Lieu- 
tenant-C'oloncI >'o»t>it; and by all the drums and fifee of the 
forty-eerenlli, playing Yiuakee Doodle, 

"Seewluit indiguitiM we suffer rather than precipitate a 
orids,^ wrote Samnel Adama to Virginia. Hie at^en aeemed 
enoouraged to provoke the pec^ik, that tbejr ml^t give seme 
ooloo* for beginning hoatilititia. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

thb kino avattb news ov buoosbb. 
Mabch-Mat 1773. 

Ddbiho this angry strife between the cidzens and eoldiere 
at Boston, Lord ilowe at Londou broke off negotiatioufi with 
Frauklin, aud tJie uilimtry used tbo pen of Saiiiuul JohiLson to 
inllAaie tlio public mind. Johnson was a poor man's son, and 
had ta^tted the bitter cup of extreme indigence. From bia 
&tlicr ho inJierit«d " the vile melancholy that made Iiim mod 
all bis life, at least aot eober." For years he bgd gdned a pre- 
carious support as aii author. He bad (>acaped a prison for a 
trifle ho owed by begging an alms of Kicbardson, aiid bad 
known what it is from slieer want to go withoat a dinner, 
tluonf^b all ha guifoiings jireserving a rugged independence. 
The name of the retired aud tucuurtly ecbular was venerable 
wherever tlie English was spoken, by bis full display of that 
langnage in a dictionaiT, written amid iDconvenienoe and die- 
traction, in sickue^ borrow, aud gloomy solitude, with little 
usistance of the learned and no patronage of tlio great. ^Vlien 
better days came, lie loved and cared for the poor a^ few else 
love tbem. U were to bare been wished that a man who com- 
plained of bis life as ''radically wretched,'' and who was bo 
tenderly eensitive to the wrctchcdnees of othere, shoald hare 
been able to feci for the wrongs of an injured people ; but be 
consented to be employed by the ministry to defend tbe taxa- 
tion of Americii by parliament ; and the task was congenial to 
bis li»t« of the I'liritand aud hm life-long political creed. 

Tbo Boeiontans bad declared to the generd, oongren tbeir 
willingneflB to resign their opulent town, and wander into the 
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country as csilea, " Mom ! " retorted Johnson, " the heroes of 
Boston will only leave good houses to wiser men." To the 
complaints of tli«ir liahility to be carried out of their eouutry 
for trial he answered: "We advise them not to offend." 
When it was urged that they were condemned nnlieard, he 
asserted : " There is no need of a trial ; no man desires to hear 
that whicli lie has already seen," Franklin had reuiaiued in 
Great Uritain for no reason but to promote ooaciliatton ; with 
a {K)riduroua eSart at mirth, Johnfion pointed at him as the 
" master of mifichiof." Did the Amcricaos claim a right of 
remstanoe, " Andadons defiance ! " cried Johnson ; "acrinioniouSj 
malignity I The indignation of the Eiiglit^h L; like that of tha 
Scytliianp, who, returning from war, found themselves excluded 
from their own honsea by their slares." Virginia and the 
Carolin:is liad shown impatience of oppressioD. *• How ia it,'* 
asked Jolinson, " that we hear the loudott ydps for lilierty 
among the drivers of negroes ? The slaves Fhoald l>e net free | 
tbey may be more gratdFul and honest than their luastcia."^ 
Lord Nortli irichned to mercy : '* NoUiing,'* uid the tnoralist»i 
*' can be more noxious to society tlian clemency wliich exacts 
DO forfeiture J " and he projjoseil to ann the nvngc ludianst 
turn ont the British eoldiera on free quarters among the Ameri- 
cans, remodel all ttieir chorten, and take away their political 
privileges. Dickinson, of Pennsylvania, hod insisted that tho 
Americana eomplaitied only of innovations. " We do not put 
a calf into tlie plon^^" wrote Johnson; "we wait till be is an 
ox." Thie, however, the ministry bade him cmse, not for its 
ritmldry, but from unwillingneai to concede that tho ealf had 
been spared; and Johnson obeyed, comparing luniHulf to a 
meofaanic for whom " the employer is to decide." lie mookedj 
at tlie rule of pregreanon, which showed that America int 
one day exceed Europe in population. " Then," said be in 
deriaion, " in a centory and a quarter let the princes of the 
earth tremble in their palaces." 

The pore-minded man, who in & aensual age was the iitiick- 
enor of raligionn fervor, tho preacher to the p(>or, John ^c«lciy,i 
came forward to defend the syetem of tho conrt with tlic ngua!k\ 
argnments. He looked so stewlily toward the world lieyondi 
the sides that he conld not brook the interruption of devout 
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gratitade hy bloody contents io tbis stage of being. Tbo rap- 
ture between the Englisb and the Americans was growing 
wider every day, aad to hiia the total defection of America 
was the evident prelude of & ooospiracy against inonarcby, of 
which the bare thoTight made him shudder. "No govem- 
ments under heaven," said he, *' are so despotic as tho re|mbli- 
con ; no subjecta are governed in so arbitnuy a manner m those 
ai a commonwealth. TIic people never but onoe in all history 
gave tlie Bovoreij^ power, and that was to Masaniello of Na- 
ples. Our HiriH will never be reinuved till we fear God and 
honor the king." Weeley's mental constitntion was not robnst 
enoogh to gaze on the fntore with mi blenched calm. He could 
not foresee (hut the coustcllatiou of republics, bo kxiu to rise in 
tho wilds of America, woald welcome the memlwrs of tho 
society which he was to found aa the pioneers of religion ; that 
the breath of hbcrty would waft their meaflagea to the inafipce 
of the people ; would cneouragc thcin to collect the white and 
the DOgro, daTO and master, in the giwnvpood, for eoiuisel oa 
divine love and tlie fnll aosnrance of graee ; and would carry 
their consolntion and songs and prayen to the fnrtbcet cabins 
in the wildemen. To the gla(ld(>«t of glad tidinga for the 
political regeneration of the world Wesley lUtened with trem- 
bling, m to the fearful bursting of the floodgates of rerolntion. 
In the house of lords, Camden, on the gixteenth of Mardi, 
took tlie ootsiflion of the inntioii to commit the liill dopriving 
New England of the fisheries to reply not to ministera only, 
but to their pensioned apologist, in a speech which was admired 
in England and gained applauee of Vergenneo. fic jurtiticd 
the onion of the Americans, and refuted the suggestion tliat 
New York could be detached from it. Bytheextentof Ame^ 
ic*,tho numboTS of its people, their solid, firm, and iiidissoluble 
agreement on the great haaia of lilwrty and justiee. and the 
want of men and money on the part of Eugbuid, ho proved 
that England must fuil in her attempt at coercion, that tlip ulti- 
mate iiidepeiideni« of Ajnerica was inevitable. " Suppow tho 
colonies do abound in men," replied Sandwich ; "tliey are raw, 
undisciplined, and cowardly. 1 wiBh, instead of forty or fifty 
thou-sand of these brave fclhiws, they would produce in the 
field at least two hundred tbunsatid; the more the better; the 
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easier would be the eonqueat At the eiege of Lotusbur);, Sir 
Peter "Wuren found what cgregioiia cowards thej were. Be- 
lieve me, my lorda, the very sound of a cannon woidd send them 
off us fust as their feet could carrj- them.** He then abused the 
Americans for not p»yiug their debtH, and ucrilied their asso 
ciatioDfl to a desire to defraad their creditors. Ths n>»traiiit 
on trade and the fisheries was extended bj a separate bill to 
the middle Htutoa except Kcw Vork, and to South Carolina, 
witii constant ussurancca that thu Amuricanti would not fight. 
When ou the twentj-firet the debate was renewed and the bill 
pAsaed, both Uockiughum and Sbelbumc, the old whig and the 
new, inserted in their protest against the act that " the people 
of ^'ew England are e^>oeially outidod to the jisheriog." 

Franklin, as he heard tlie iuveetive of Simdwieh, turned on 
hb heel ; no part was left him but to go homa The Fi'cuGh 
minister^ who revered his supremo ability, sought with him 
one last iuterview. *'I spoke to him," wrote Gamier to Ver- 
genues, ''of the part which our preddent Jeannln had taken 
in establishiog the independence and forming the government 
of tlie ITriitwd Proviiipcs ; " and the reminiscence cheered him 
as a prediction. " But then," subjoined Gamier, " they ha>-o 
neither a marine, nor allies, nor a prince of Oronga'* 

For 6ome hours of the nineteenth, his hut day in London, 
Franklin was engaged \rith Prie^ttcyin looking orer American 
newspapers, and directing him what to extract from tUem for 
the Englieh ones ; in reading them he was frequently not able 
to proceed for the tears which were literally rtmuiug down 
his cheeks. A laige part of the same day he 8|Kmt uitb 
Edmund BorVe. He called up the happy years of Americii 
tmder tlie protection of England, saying: "The British em- 
pire is the t>u]y imtaiice of a great empire iu whicli the most 
distant members have been as well governed as the metropolis ; 
but then the Americans are going to loee the means which se* 
cured to them this rare and precious advantage. The i]aeetion 
witli them is, not whether they are to remain as they were bo- 
fore tlio tronblce, for better they eonld not hope to ho ; but 
whether they are to giro up » happy a situation without a 
etni^Ie. 1 bmcnt the aopantion b^oen Great Britain and 
her colonics ; but it ia inevitable." 
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So parted the great clmmpion of tLe British ariaUicrac^v and 
tlie man of tiie American people. Burko revered Franklin 
to liic last, foretold the steady lingbtciung of his fame, and 
drew irom Mb integritj' the hope of peace. 

The next morning Franklin posted to Portamouth; and, 
before his departure from London was known, h« had em- 
barked for Philai^elphiu. "Had I been the inaBter," said 
HutehiusoD, "his embarkation would have l>een prevented." 
'* "With liifi superiority," eaid Oaniier, *' and with the eonfidetKJo 
of the AmericanK, he will cut out work enoagh for the mtms- 
tei8 who have pereeented him." Vcrgennes felt assured he 
would spread a general eonviction that tlic British ministry 
had irrevocably cliuficn its port, and had left America no choice 
but independence. 

With perBonol friendB, vith merchants, witli inannfactn- 
roiv, with the Hlwral etatOBmen of England, with impportere of 
the ministry, l-'ranklio had labored on all occadonfi camestlv, 
dinotcrci^tedly, and long, to effeet roconciliation. Its last 
glenni vaai£hed on liis disappcontnce. The administration at- 
tributed to him an inflexible and subtle hostility to England. 
But nothing deceives Hko jealousy; he perBeveringly endeav- 
ored to u]>eii the eyee of the king and his servantit. At the 
bar of the house of cotnmons he foretold tluit persistence io 
taxation would compel independence ; it was for the use of the 
goreniinent that ouoe through Strahan and then through Lord 
l-iBowe he explained tlie American ijuostiou with frantmeesand 
precision. The British ministry orcrreacbed themselves by 
not buheviug him. ** Speaking the truth to thorn iu isiuccrity," 
Baid Franklin, " was my only tiucMe." 

In his inlerconrsc with the British govemmont lie contem- 
plated the ooune of events as calmly as ho would have watched 
■ proeees of nature. His jud^^ont was quick and infallible ; 
b^ communications prompt and precise ; his frankness perfect. 
He never ehunned ree]}on6ibility, and never affiumed too much 
of it. His Mngle breast oontained the spirit of his nation ; and 
in every instauco his answers to the ministry and their omis- 
nrieo were thocte which the voice of America would have dic- 
tated contd he have takea her comwel. Iu him is diitocmed 
no deficiency and no excees. Full of feeling, even to pasfflon. 
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Lo obeerved and reasoned and spoke eerendy. Of all raen, 
ho was Uie fricud to peace; but the terrora of a sanguinary 
civil war did not coofuae liis perceptions or imp^ur Lie furm- 
neea. He went bouie to asBist in the cetahlisbment of indepen- 
dence, and, llipoiigli independence, of peace. 

He wa£ trailing oat of the Briti^ clmnnel with a fair wind 
when, on the twentj-seoond of March, Edinond Burke, fipesk- 
ing for the party of the nld wliigs, who had mintaltetily ex- 
tended the rerolation princiiile of tlie absolute power of jwjliap 
ment io Britain to the external unrepresented poits of the 
English empire, tirouglit funvard in the house of cioinuions 
rc»ilutiutia for conciliation with America. He began hv pro- 
Donncing a splendid eulogj on the colonioe, whoee rapid ^owth 
from families to conunonitica, from villagce to nations, attended 
by a commerce, great out of ail proportion to their nnmbors, 
had added to England in a single life as much as England had 
been growing to in a serica of seventeen hnndred yenrs. 

The subject before the bonsc was the bill prohibiting Now 
EngUnd from the fish(iri«8,and be most skilfully made his way 
tlirungh it to hia great design, saying : " A« to the wealth 
which the colonies have drawn from the sea by their ttuheries, 
pray whut tu the world ia eipial t^i it 1 Pa^ liy the utlier |utrts, 
aiul look at the manner in which the people of New England 
liavo of late carried on the whale fishery. While we follow 
them among the tumbling moimtainti of ice, and behold them 
penetrating into the deepoKt frozen reotiMvs of Hudeton's bay 
and Davia'fl Miubs we bear that tbey Ixave pierced into the 
opposite region of polar cold, that they are at the antipodes, 
and engaged under the frozen serpent of the South, Falkland 
island, which seemed loo reniolo and romantic an object for 
the gra^p of national ambition, is but a resting-place in the 
progTOB of their victorious induatiy. Kor Is the e()niuoctial 
heat more discouraging to them than the aocnmnlated winter 
of both the poles. While some of tbem draw the line and 
strike tbe hiopoon on the coast of Africa, otliers puniuu iliutr 
gigantic game along the coast of Brazil. Ko sea bnt what is 
vexed by their fiaheiic* ; no climate that is not witness to their 
toils. Ncitiicr the ponwvenneo of Holland, nor tbe actirity 
of Fraaoos nor the dextaroos and firm sagacity of English on* 



IWB. 



THE KINO AWAITS NEWS OF gncOERS. 



141 



terpniw, ever carried this most periloue mode of hard indiutiy 
to the extent to whicli it has been poshed by tJiia recent peo- 
ple — a people who ore still, a» it vrcre, but iu thu grlHtlu^ aiid 
not yet hawlonod into the bono of iiiaiihiK»d. WJieii I oontcm- 
plate these things ; wlien I know that the colonies in general 
owe httle or nothing to any core of oora, bat that, through a 
wise and salntary ncglcet, a gcncrooa nature hu been sofferod 
to tike tier own way to perfection ; when I see how profitable 
theso effects have l)oea to us, I feol aJI the pride of power 
melt and die away within ma My rigor releubt, I [tardou 
sometliing to the spirit of Uborty. 

" From six capital sources : dewent, form of government, 
religion in the uortlieni provinces, manners in the Routhenij 
education, the remoteness of sitaation from the iirst mover of 
government — from all these canees a Herce epirit of liberty has 
grown up. It U)\tk& to nie iiiirmw aiui jxtdimtJc to apply the 
Ordinary ideas of criminal justice to tliis great public contest. 
I do not know the method of di-awing up an indictment against 
a vfaole people. 

" My idea, therefore, witliout eonsideriog whether we 3ricld 
as matter of riglit, or grant aa matter of favor, iti to admit the 
people of our colonies into an interest in tJte coiiBtitntion. A 
rcvenne &om America I You never can receivo it^ no, not a 
shillinir. For all service, whether of revenue, trade, or empire, 
my hold of the colonies is in tlie chwe affection which grows 
from common namea, from kindred blood, from similar privi- 
kiges, and equal protection. Let them alwa^'U kee[) the idea of 
tiieir civil rights aasociatcJ witli your government, tlicy will 
cling and grapple to yon, and no force under henvcn wilt be 
of power to tetu them from their allegiance ; deny them this 
participation of freedom, and you break the unity of the empire. 
It is the 6pirit of tho English constitution, which, infused 
through the mighty mass, viviflee every part of the empire 
even down to the miauteet member. Is it not the same virtue 
which doeA everytluag for u£ here in England ? 

" All tliifl, I knew well enough, will sound wild aiul chi- 
merical to the profane herd of those vulgar and raechanical 
politicians who think that nothing esista but what is grogs and 
material ; and who, therefore, far from being qualified to be 
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directors of tlie great movement of empire, are not fit to tura 
a wheel in Utc luacJiiuc. But theae ruling and master princi- 
ples are in trutli everytliing, and all in all. Magnanimity in 
polidos U not Betdom the tnieet wisdom ; and a great empire 
and little niinds go ill togutlier. If we are con»cioii3 of our 
sitaatioD, and glow witb zctil to fill our places as becomes oiir sta- 
tion and our*elve«, we ought to elevate oiir miuds to the great- 
ness of tliat trust to which the order of Providence has called 
Qg. B^ adverting to the dignity of this lilgli calling, our 
ancestors have turned a eavage wildemew into a gloriooa 
eini»ire, and Lave made the most extensLve and the ouly hon- 
orable conquests by promoting tbo wcaJtL, tlm numlier, the 
liappiuees of the human race." 

For tliree horns Burke was heard with attention ; but, after 
a repljr bj Jenldnson, his deep wisdom was scoffed away by a 
Tote of mora than three to one. Alinistcrs anticipated eren 
leas opposition In the colonies. 

At the North, the state of Vermont was preparing to rise 
from anarchy into solf-existonoe, peace, and order. The court 
of oouiniuii pleiu was to be opened by tlie royal judg?K in what 
was called the New York county of Cumberland, at Westmin- 
ster, in the New Ilaiupshire Grants, on the eastern side of the 
Green Ikfountaiiuf. To prevent tliis awertion of tlie jurisdic- 
tion of Now York and of the authority of the king, a body of 
young men from the neighboring fanua on the thirteenth of 
March took poeecision of tlio conrt-houeo. The royal sheriff, 
who, a^inst the wi^h of the judgee, had ntised sixty men 
armed with guns and blndgcoDs, demanded poeeeeeiou of the 
building ; and, after reading the riot act and refusing to con- 
cede XvrwB, lute in the night ordered his party to fire. In tliis 
way he made his entry by foroe, iiaring mortally wounded 
William Frencli of Brattleborongh, and Daniel Houghton of 
DummeiKtun. The act closed the snpremacy of the king and 
of New York to the east of r..ake Clianiplain. Arttied men 
poured in from towns in the Grants and from the borders of 
New Hamiwhire and Massaohusetta. They instituted a jury 
of inqucfit, and tlic royalists implicated in tlie attack were sent 
to jail in Massachusetts for trial. They were soon released ; 
but the story of the first mort^TS in the oonteet with the king 
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yna told from viUaji^o to villiij;^ as a tale of tynumj ULd mur- 
der. Jnitt before this tJieddittg of blood, Ktlmii Alien, forcwo- 
iug war witb Great Britain, eent aasunineea to Olirer \FoIoott 
of Coimucticut, tliat *' the regiment of Green MouutaJu Bo)-8 
vroald aiwUt tbeir Auiericiin brethren.** On tlie twenty-niiitli, 
John Drown of PittfificM, n-lio had piuised through the di^ 
trict on im way to Montreal, wrote to 8ainnel Adams and 
JoHtph "Warrcu at Boston, that, "should hostUities be com- 
mitted by the king's tniojis, the jieoplu on New Ilnmpahire 
Qtants would seize tliu fort at Ticonderoga ; and that they were 
the proper persons for the job." 

The oMcmbly of Delaware, which met on the day of the 
shedding of blood in Vonnont, approved the proceedings of 
the oongreaa at I^bilad^^Iphia ; but, in re-electing llieir depnticB, 
they avowed their most ai-dent \rish for im aeoommodation with 
Great Britain, for which end they were willing to yield claims 
of right that were either doubtful or " not efisentially ueoes- 
saiy to their wcll-l)ciiig." The ttu^ion v.iis specially inipor> 
tant, from the instraction given to their deputies in coagreas 
to nrgB ducently but firmly the right of their pmrinoe to a 
Toice in congrees eiiiiid with luiy other prorince on thin con- 
ttocDt. A bill wafi paseed prohibiting the importation of 
ela,Toa ; but the proprietory governor, obeying the dectaion of 
the king in coancih intcrpoeed bifi veto. In the nci^iihoring 
county of "Westchester, in PeDasylvania, a movement was made 
''for the manmnission of slaves, especially of all infants bom 
of black mothers within the colony." 

Early in March tlie governor of North Carolina, having 
returned by land from New York to his govemtuent, reiMirtod 
to the British secretary of state : " lu Virginia the fenneot 
has in uo sort abated, as I think the advertisement of Mr. 
Washington and otlic-rR, that your lortlship will find incloaed^ 
plainly discovers.*' The incloemre consisted of the F'airfax re- 
Bolvea, to which Washington bad set his name. lu his own 
government, Martin sought to neutralize tlie convention by 
holding Bimultftoeonsly a meeting of the legislature; hut, on 
the fifth of April, the convention of North Carolina, in which 
Richard dwwell was the most ooofpieuoos member, unani- 
mously adhered to the general oongrcsSj nHilocted their dele- 
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gates, and " inveeted them Trith enoh power a& miglit moke 
any act done hy tliem, or any of thein, or consent given iu ber 
half of the pravinci''^ obll^tory in lioDor upon cver>' iuliabi- 
tant thereof." Yet propoeitionfi to array an armed force were 
overruled. 

The iiieinberg of the convention of Yirginia, in wliidi even 
tlio port of Augusta oonnty wcet of the Atlcghiiny ^fountains 
was reproseiited, eberiHbed llie system of limited nionarehy nn- 
dur wliicli thuy had Iweii b(jrn uud educated. Thoiigli quii^k to 
resent aggrcsdon, th^ alihorred the experiuient of changing 
their form of government by revolntion withont some abeolote 
neceaaity. Viiginia was, moreover, unprepared for war. Ita 
hitu expedition against tliu Sha^nuco ludiaue had loft a debt ef 
one himdrcd and fifty tlionsaiid iiounde ; it* currency was of 
paper, and it had no efhcient system of revenue. Its fioQ, 
especially in the low country, was cultivated by negro sUvqb, 
80 that the Ittborcre in the field could not furnish recruit* for 
an army. Except a little povrdcr in a magazine near Williaiua- 
htugt ^^ '^^^'' destitute of warlike storea. Of all the colonies, 
the magnificent bay of the Cheeapoakc, and the deep water of 
tlie Jamt^ the York, the Potomac, and otlier rivers, e-xposed it 
moat to invaaionB from the sea. 

On the twentieth of March its second convention anem- 
blod at Rlctunond, in the old church of St. John, on tlie hill 
wlticli overlooks tlie town. The proceedings of the conti- 
noDtal coDgreea and the conduct of the delegates of the colony 
were approved with iiuatiimity. On tlio twenty-third the 
mediating interpodtion- of the assembly of Jamaica was rocog- 
niaed as a proof of **' their patriotic endeavors to fix the just 
claims of the colooiBtB upon permanent conetitntionni princi- 
ptee;" and a^euranoes were renewed '^that it was the most 
ardent witih of their colony, and of the whole continent of 
Korth America, to sco a spcody return of those haloyon days 
when they lived a free and happy people.** 

But, with all their love of peaoo under the government of 
the king, the immineoioe of danger drove tliem irresistibly to 
the Fairfax reeolvee. A motion, couched in the very words to 
which Washington in person had set his name, was brought 
forward by Patrick Henry, with its bgical consequences, " that 
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tluB colonj be imniediateljr put into a poetnre of defence^ and 
tlittt a committee prepare a plan for tlie eiubodjing, arming, 
ami diticipUuiug eucli a iiuiiiI>lt of mun an inny be (ttitHciunt 
for tliflt purpose." The resolotiou was opposed by Blaud, liar- 
rifiOQ, and Peudletoxt, three of the delegates of Virginia in con- 
gress, aod by Xicliolaa, wbo bad been uraoog tlio most rceoliite 
in the preceding May. There was no array of jjorty against 
party, but rather a conflict of feelings and opiuiouH in every 
one'H 'bnatit. '* Are we ready for war ? " attked ihoKe who lin- 
gered in the hope of reunion. "Where are our stores, oar 
soldieis, our generals, onr money! We are defencelesa ; yet 
wc talk of ^I'ar agaimt one of tlie moat formidable nations in 
Uie wur]<L It will tx: time ciiougli to reaort to measnrosof di>- 
epair when every well-founded bope has vanished.'' 

Henry replied in a speech of which no exact report haa 
eome down, but all tradition ugrecu tliat lie difipellcd the illu- 

. give hope of reconciliaticm, proi'ing that, if AmcHcaos would 
be free, they must fight I Hh transjlgared features glowed a& 
be !>[y>Ic», and hia woiils fell liko a dovtn of fate, fie wiuteup- 
poited by ICicliard Henry Lee, who made on estimate of the 
fbroe which Britaiji could einploj ag^nst the colonies, and, 
after com^vLring it wiiIi their means of resistanoe, proclaimed 
that the auspices were good, adding that " Thrice is he anned 
who Uath Im qajirrel just I " 

The resolutions were adopted. To giro Uicm effect, a com- 
mittee, conarting of Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Loe, 
Waelungton, Jeferson, and othcra, in a few days reported a 
plan for forming in every county one or more volunteer com- 
pauiee and troops of horse, to be in constant training and 

Ltfudinw. Whatever doubts had been before expreiri=ed, the 
plan "ma nnanimously accepted. Nidiolas would even have 
desired the more enei^tic measure of OTganizing an army. 
Tbc convention voted to eitoountge the umnafn<!tiire of wool- 
len, cotton, aod linen ; of gungiowder ; of ttult and iron and 
steel ; and recommended to the inbabitanta to iiM colonial 
manufacttireA in ]>reforeDce to all others. Before diseolving 
their bcxiy, they elected their fonucr delegates to the general 

k'Congrees in May, adding to tlie number Thomas JefferaoQ, 
''in oaae of the nou -attendance of Peyton Randolph." 
f 01. tv^-io 
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To intimidate the Vir^nians, Dnnmore iesned proclama- 
tiona, and circnlatcd a rumor that he would excite an insurrec- 
tion of their slaves. By hi* orders a body of marinee in the 
night preo«ding the twonty-fttat of April carried off tlie gun- 
powder ebired at Williamsliiirg in tlie eolony's magnzine ; bnt, 
as soon ns it was kno\m, drnina were sent throngh the city to 
alann the inliabitants; the independent company arrayed Itself 
in anns; the people aesenihled for consullation, and at tlieir 
instance the mayor and corporation pewmpturily demanded of 
the gorenior tlmt the powder should be restored. 

The governor at liret answered evaaiirely; but, on hearing 
that the citizens had reoeeembled nndcr arms, he a^nudonud 
himself 1o paadoiu " Hie whole countrj'," said he, " ejm CAsily 
he made a solitude ; and, by the living God I if any instiit is 
offered to me, or those who have obeyed my orders, I will de- 
clare freedom to the Rlaves, anil lay the town in ashes." 

The offer of freedom to the negroe? came very oddly from 
the repreaentalive of the nation wbieh had Kold tJicm to their 
present maBtera, and of tlie king who Iiad Iwen diBpleasod with 
Virginia for its desire to tolerate that inhuman traffic no longer ; 
and it was bnt a Had resource for a commcrdal metnipolia to 
beep a hold on its colony by letting looee aUvee agalost its own 
coloniats. 

The seizure of tlie powder startliil Virginia. "This firel 
pnblic insult ia not to be tamely mibmitted to," wrote Ilngh 
Hero^ and others from Frederickabui^ to "Washington ; and 
they propoeed, as a body of light-horwmen, to m«rch to Will- 
iamebnrg for the honor of Virgim'a. Gloncoster ciiunty would 
have the powder restored. The Henrico committc* would bo 
content with nothing less. Beclford offered a premium for 
the loannfacture of gunpowder. The independent (vimpitny 
of l>nnifrie« could be depended upon for any eerrice which 
respected (in* Uljertiw of America, Tlie Albemarle volunteen 
*' were ready to resent arbitraiy power, or die in the attempt" 
**i expect the magistrates of Williamsborg, oo iJicir allegiance," 
Bach wna Dunraore'e message, *' to stop the march of the peo- 
ple now on their way, before tlicy enter this city ; otlicrwise, 
it is my tixed )>urpo6e to arm all my own negroea, and receive 
and declare free all others that will come to me. 1 do enjoin 
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the magistrates and all Io)-aJ mibjucts to rupnir to my ameir 
&noe, or I shall consider the whole countrr in rebellion, and 
myself at liberty U> ounoy it by every possible meaiiB ; aad I 
fiball not hesitate at reducing hoiu^cs to ashoB, and spreading 
derastatlon vborevor I can rc«cb." To the British ministry 
he wroto : " With a. Hnial) body of troops and arms I could 
ralac eiich a, force from among Indians, Dcgroes, and other 
pereons, as wonid soon roduco the refractory people of tbia 
colony to obedieuee." 

On tbe twenty-nintli of April there were at FrederickB* 
huig upward of eix btmdred well-amied men. A council of 
one buudred and two wcightsl the moderating advice received 
&om Wiifiliington and Puyton liandnlph, and they agreed to 
disperse; yet not till they bad pledged to each other their 
lircfi tod fortunes to reassemble at a moment's warning, and 
by force of oxms to defend the laws, the liberty, and rigbte of 
Virginia, or any sister colony, from onjust and wicked inva- 
Bton. The messiigc fi-om a siater colony was already on tlte 
wing. 

In New York the feoblences of its antiquated aeeombly was 
remedied by the zeal of it« people. The merchants who fui^ 
nished mipplies to the Britisli army at HuHton were denounced 
at the liberty-pole a» enemies to the country. "WTien Seare, 
who moved that every man should provide himself with four- 
■nd-twenty ronndfl, woh ciirriod before the mayor and refused 
to ^V6 bail, he wa« lilwrated on liis way to prison, and escorted 
in trimnph to a public meeting. "WTion tJie a«umbly, by a 
majority of four, refused to forbid importationii, tlie cnmmittoo 
koghod at its vote and enforced iho association. When it re- 
fueed to choose delegates to another congress, a poll waa taken 
throughout the city, and the decision was rcvereed by eight 
hnndrad and twenty-five against one luindred and sixty-three, 
more than five to one. The rural euuuties co-operated with 
tlie city, and, on the twentieth <>f April, forty-one delegates 
mot in convention, chose Philip Livingston unanimously their 
president, rejected to oongreaa all their old mombent except 
one, who was lukewarm, and unanimously added five othere, 
among them Philip Schnyler, George Clinton, and Robert R. 
Livingston, to " concert measoree for the preaervation of Ameri- 
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Caa rightfi, and for the retitOTatiou of harmcm}' bettreen Great 
BriUui and the ooloiiiea.*' 

C>ti the first day of April the provincial eongrass of Ma* 
saohiiset1& voted that, if the royal governor would isme writs 
in llic nsnai form for tlie election of a general assembly, the 
towiiaoughttoobeytlie precepts ami elect membere; otherwise, 
delates ehould be choeea for h third proviDcial congress. On 
the second, two tchuIs orriTcd at Mai-blehead, with the tidings 
that both booBCS of parliament had pIcdgL-H to the king tlioir 
lives and fortunes for the rodnction of America, that New 
England wa» prohibited from tlie fisheries, and that the onuy 
of Gage was to be largely ro-enforeed. On tbo third, eongrese 
reqiured tbo attendance of all absrat raonibers, and dcdnxl the 
tonus not yut represented to send meudHira without delay. 

The most appalling danger hniig over tbetn fmm the In- 
diana of the north-west, whom La Come, Ilainillon the lion- 
tenantrgoremor fur Detroit, and other Canadian emtSMiriea 
were fleeldng to influence, while Ony John^^n was remov* 
ing the American missionaries from the Six Nations. Dart- 
moatli college, " a new and defenceless " institntion of chanty 
on the frontier, where children of die Sii Nations received 
Christian training, was "threatened with an army of savages." 
To conntervail their eSorts, KleaiserWheelock, president of the 
eolle^, Bent the young New England proacht-r, .Tanica Dean, 
who was a groat master of the langua^ of the IrmjuoiK, " to 
itinerate among the tribee in Canada and brighten the chain of 
friendship.*' 

To tlic Mohawks the Maasachnfietts oongron despttchcd 
the wii;e and hnmane Samuel Kirkland, who had live<) among 
Oiem an a miiKionary, to prevail with them " at leoi^t to titnnd 
neuter, and not bm^ thdr enemiee." It voted a blanket and 
a ribbon to each of the convertod Indians who were domiciled 
at Rtoekbridge-, Riving: *' We are all brothers." and the Stock- 
bridge Indians on thuir part pronii^ to entreat the Six Nar 
tions not to take part in tlie war. 

The oongroas of Mai>RiirIu»etta adopted a code for it« future 
ftrmy, yet formed none. They enjoined eveiy town to luive 
its committee of oorxcifpondence ; they ordered a day of fasting 
and prayer for the union of tbu American colonics and their 
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direction to sacb moasnres as God wonld approve ; they «n- 
oooraged tlio ponr of Uoston to move into tlie ooiuitry ; they 
sent special envojs to each of the other New Ehiglaud 6taies to 
concert mflwareA for nuHiug au urmj of defence ; and tho^ 
urged "the militia aui] miiiiite-men" iii the eereral towns to 
be on tiio alert They forbade every act tltat conld be inter- 
preted na a commencement of hoatilitiea, but they reeolvod 
unanimously tluit the militia might net on tlie defensive. If 
the forces of the colony should bo failed out, the members of 
the conffKBA aj|i;rued to repair irustautly to Ooucord. Tlien, on 
tlie fifteeuth of April, they adjourned, expecting a long and 
desperate war willi the mighty power of Cireat Britain, yet 
with no financial preparations ; not a soldier In service ; hardly 
aminuuitiou enough for a pacado-day ; scarcely more than ten 
iron cannon, and four of hraes ; with no oxocntive but the 
committee of eafety ; no government but by committees of oor* 
rospoudcDoe ; no visible centre of authority. Anaroby would 
have prevailed but for tbo resistlcM principle in the heart of 
the people which conld unite and orj^anizo and guide. 

On the tenth of April, "Wilkes, tliy loitl mayor, witJi the 
tldonueD and livery of London, following nn micient form, 
complained to the king in peisou that the I'cal purpose of his 
niinisterg was **to eKtabhsh arbitrary power over all Americn," 
and be^oii^'ht liini to dismiss them. The king answered : *' It 
id with dm ntmofit a«touiKhiuent that 1 find any of my subjects 
capable of encouraging the rebelliuns dinposition which tu- 
happily exists in gome of my colonies ; " and, by a letter from 
tlu] lord cbambcrlain, lie announced liia purpooe never ngn.iii 
to receive any address from the lord mayor and aldermen but 
in their corporate capacity. 

If mCHv troops were eciit, the lung's etandard crect«d, and 
a few of tlic loaders token op, Uutchinson was ready to etake 
his life for the enbmi^on of the colonies. 

Xcw York was the pivot of the policy of ministon^ Like 
North Carolina and Georgia, it was exot-ptod from restraints 
impoeed on tjie tradu and lishenes of alt ilie rest. The defec- 
tion of its assembly from the acts of the general congress was 
accepted, as proof that it would adhere to the king ; and the 
British generals, who were on the point of sailing for America, 
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were ilinputing for the command at that place. '^Jlui^jne 
would beet iiiunugc a negotiation," said the king; bnt llowe 
would not reeign his riglit to Xow York as the post of coofi- 
dcDCC. All believed that it bad been won over to the royal 
CAtise, and that tlie other province could eauQy be detached 
one by one from thennitm, so that it would be a light task to 
niMue MaasBchusett^. 

On the fifteenth of April ordere from Lord Dartmouth were 
written to Gage to take poKHeasion of every colonial fort ; to 
seizu and secure aU militAry stores of every kind, collected for 
the rcheU ; to arrcat and imprieon all sncli as ahould be thought 
to have committal treason ; io repress reboUion by force ; to 
make the pnblio safety the first object of consideration ; to 
BubHtitutc more coercive meafiurea for ordinary forms of pro- 
ceeding, without panging " to require the aid of a civil magift- 
trate." Thurlow and Wodderbnm had given their opinion 
that the AratuiuihiLsetta oougreaa was a treasonablL- IhxIv ; the 
power of pardon wliich was conferred on the general did not 
extend l« the president of "that Bcdidons meeting," nor to 
"ita meet forward niemliers," wlio, as unfit giibjects fnr iTie 
klng*8 mercy, were to be branght "to condign puni8hm«nt" 
either In America or in England. 

Fonr of t!ie njginientM, at first dc-Rtined to Boston, received 
orders to proceed directly to New York, where ilieir presence 
WBB to aid the progress of Intrigue At the Bomo time, the 
Senegal carried out ebc pn«kage»s ea('h containing a very large 
nnmborof copies of "An AddreaB of the People of Qreat Urit- 
ftiu to the Inhabitants of Ajnerica," written by Sir John Dal- 
lymplo at Lord North's roqucrt. 

** From the lato diSerences," Raid the pamplilet, with the 
awnmption of full authority, "it iti the fault of n« Ixith if wo 
do not derive future agreement by some great act of state. Let 
the colonies make the first advance ; if not, parliament will do 
to by sending a commiflwon to America. The firet honor will 
belong to the party which shall tirst worn punctilio in so noh1« 
a cause. We pve np llie disgraceful and odjons privilege of 
taxing yon. The jiower of taxatiim OTur you we de*iirc to 
throw from ob a6 nnworthy of you to bo snbject to, and of na 
to poeeesa. Aa to the judges dependent on the kingV pleas- 
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nro, if you suspect ns, appoint your own judges, pay Uiem 
your own Balance. If we are wrong in thinlaQgyoar cluirteis 
formed by accident, not by forethought, let them etand aa they 
are. Cotitiime to aliarc the lil^crty of Eiiglund. With such 
sentiments of kindnesfi in our brwwt«, wc cannot hear ^nthoiit 
the deepest concern a charge tliat a system has been formed to 
enalavo you by iDcana of parliament." 

These offurs, composed for Lord Kort]i and printed at the 
pubUc cost, were eent out by the gOTemment, to be widely 
dlBtrlbutcd at the very time that the veogefal secret orders 
wore tranainittod to Boston. Yot Lord North was false only 
Bii he wa^ weak and uucertaiu. He really winhcd to concede 
and conciliate, but he had not force enough to come to a clear 
nnderetaiiding with himself. "When ho encountered the oppo- 
siUou iu thu house of commons, he sustained his administra- 
tion by speaking confidently for vigoroua meaaurea; wlien 
alone, lug heart sank within him from dread of cn-il war. 

The memorial of the assembly of New York, which Burke, 
tbcir agent, presented to parliament on the fifteenth of May, 
was rejected, bccauM] it qaestionod tlio ri^ht of parliament to 
tax Amonoa. Three days later, Lord Xorth avowed the orders 
for Tftiaing Canadian regiments of French papists ; "however,'* 
h& continued, " the dispute with America is not so alarming as 
M»no people apprehend. I have not the least doubt it will 
end epoedily, happily, and withont bloodshed." 

On the twenty-third of Hay aeorot adWcea from Philadel- 
phia conflrmcd Durtmouth and tho king in tlicir confidence 
that N'orlh'd eunciliatory roaolution " would removu all olieta- 
des to the pestoration of public tranijnillity," through " the 
moderatitiu and loyal disposition of the asBembly of New 
York." The king, iu pi-orogwing parliament on the twenty- 
sixth, spoke only of " liis subjecto in America, whoHO wishes 
wore to be gratified and apprehensions removed as far as tho 
oonstitntion would allow." The court gazette was eijually 
DXMJerato. As yet no tidings camo from tho coloniee of a later 
date than the middle of April. All America, from Lake 
Ghamplain tt> tlie Altamulia ; cities of £arope, 31adridt Varu, 
Amsterdam, Vienna, hardly lees than London, were gazing with 
expectation toward the little Tillages that hiy round Boston. 
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to uqonoton and ooxoobd, ahd back to bobtos. 
Apeil 19, 1776. 

Gaoe, vbo had under bis command about throe tliouaand'^ 
effective men, waa infomied by hie fpice of military et 
pitifnl in their ftmonnt, collected by provincial comiiiitteea 
"Worcester and Concord ; and be resolved on etriking a blow, 
as tiie king desired. On the afternoon of tlio day on wbieb 
the provincial coogreee of Massacboeetts adjonmed be took 
the light infantry and grenadiers off duty, and «>cret!y pro* 
pared an exiiedition to deetroy the colony's atorea at Concord. 
The attempt had for several wecl» been expected ; and aignalB 
were conccrtc<l to announce the firet iiioveinunt of troops for 
the country. Samuel Adams and Hancock, who had not yet 
left Lexington for Philadelphia, reoeived a timely mowage 
from Wiurreu, and. in con*w^nciicc, ibc conunitbcc of rofuty ro- 
moved a part of tbe pnbUc stores and secn-ted the cannon. 

On Tnesday, the eighteenth of April, ten or more Uritiah 
sd^jcantfl in disguieo di6persc<l tbemselrcs through Cambridge 
and farther west to Intercept all oomniani(>ntion. In the fol- 
lowing ntgtit tlie grenadiem and light infantry, not loea tlian 
eight hundred in number, the flower of the anuy at Boston, 
oommaiided by Lieutenant-Colonel SmitJi, croflBcd in the boata 
of the transport ahipa from the foot of the oommun to East 
Cambridge. There they received a day's provisions ; and near 
midnight, after wading through wet inarabcs that are now 
covered by a stately city, they took the road through West 
Cambridge to Concord. 

Gage directed that do one else shoold Leave the town ; but 
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Warren Iiad, at ten o'clock, despatched WiUiam Dawes through 
B'>xbury, and FatU Revers by way of Charlestowii, to Lex- 
iogton. 

Revere stopped only to engage % friend to raise the con- 
certed signal^ aod two friends rowed hitn acroas Charles liver 
five niinuwa licforc the sciitinels received the order to prevent 
it AJl was still, a-H suitetl the hour. The Somerset man- 
of-war was whiding with the young flood ; the waning moon 
just jieercd alwve a clear horiaon ; while, from a couple of lan- 
terns in tho tower of the Nortli church, the heaxMU streamed 
to the neighboring to^vns as fast ae light conid travel. 

A little beyond Charlestown neck, Reverw iras ijitereepted 
by two BritUh (ifticere on horeelMick ; bnl, being woll mounted, 
Iw turned suddenly, and escaped by the road to Medford. Of 
tliat town, he M-altt-d the captain of the minnte^iuon, and con- 
tinued to roiine almopit every htmse on the way lo Ijexington. 
The troops hwl not advanced far when the tiring of guns and 
ringing of bells announced that their expedition had been her- 
alded ; and Smith sent back for a re-enforeenionL 

In the earliest moments of the nineteenth of April the 
mcewge from Warren reached Adams and Iliuieocl:, who at 
once divined the object of the cx]>cdition. Revere, therefore, 
and t>4w«, joined by Samuel Prescott, *'"a high Son of Lib- 
erty" from Concord, rode forward, calling np the inhabitants 
ag they passed along, till in Lincoln they fell upon a party of 
British officers. Rovoro and Dawca wore eeixod and taken 
beck to Lexington, where they were released; hat Presoott 
leaperl ovur a low stone wall, and galloped on for Concord. 

There, at ahont two hotire after midnight, a peal from the 
bell of the meeting-house brought together the Itihahitantd of 
tlie place, yomig and old, with their firelocks, ready to make 
good the rcBolnte words of their town debates. Among the 
most alert was William Emereon, tho minister, with gun in 
hand, hia powdcrJiom and pouch of b<dls slung orcr his shoul- 
der. By liis sermons and lus prayers hia ttock learned to bold 
the defence of their liberties a part of their oorcnant with 
God ; his [iresenee with arms streugthcned their ecnsc of dnty. 

From daybreak to gnnriso, tlw gmnmons ran from bouse to 
honse through Acton. E.<cprGe8 meGBengers and tho call of 
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nuDute-men spread widely tiu: aknn. How children tremhlod 
as they were scared out of eloep by tlie cri(«! Luw woraon, 
vitli liearing bre&ste, bravely seconded their husbands! how 
the countrymen, forced euddenly to ai-m, witliont guides or 
conneellors, took iostant eoonsel of their conmge ! The mighty 
cboras of voices rose from the scattered farm-hoa&c«, and, aa it 
were:, from the sKlien of tlie dead. Come furtli, eluuii]>iuiiH of 
liberty ; now free your country ; protect your boiw and daugh- 
ters, your wives and bomeeteads ; reecne the houseH of the 
God of your fatheni, the franchiHCit handed down from your 
lUceatorB. }^ow all is at utake ; the battle \s for all. 

Lexington, in 1775, may have had seven hondi-ed inhabi- 
tants ; their minister woe the leumcd and furvcnt Jouas Clark, 
tlie bold iiidlter of patriotic Htato papers, that may yet bi) irad 
on their town records. In December 1772, they liad in- 
structed their repreeeututi^'e to demand ** a radical and huting 
redre«i« of tlieirgrievanoee, fornot clirongh their neglect ehoold 
tbo people be enslaved." A year later, ibey spumed the use 
of tea. In 1774, at various town-meetingB, tJiey voted " to in- 
creaee their stock of ammnnition," "to encoura^ military diR- 
dpUne, and to put theuiselve^ iu a posture of defeuuu ngainet 
tbeir enemies." In December they distributed to *' titc train 
bond and alarm list " arms and ammunition, and reeolved to 
*' supply the training saJdiera with bayoaete." 

At two in tlie raoming, under the eye of the nunintcr, and 
of Hancock and Adam^ Lexington common was alive with 
the minute-tnen; and nut nitli tliem only, but with the old 
men, who were exempte, except in case of immediate danger 
to the town. The roll waa called, and, of militia and alarm 
men, abont one hundred and thirty answered to their names. 
The captain, John Parker, ordered cveiy one to load with pow- 
der and Itall, but to take care not to be the 6fst to fire. Mes- 
sengers, ftmi to look for the British r^ulors, rBj[>orted tliat 
there were no signs of their approach. A watcli was there- 
fore set, and the company dismisBed witli orders to oome to- 
gether at t>eat of drum. Some went to their own hcaoes; 
tome to tlie t-irem, near the muth-cfuit c^imcr of the com- 
mon. Samuel Adorns and Hancock, whose aeizore was beUered 
to bo intended, were persuaded to retire toward Woboni. 
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The last stare \rcw vanishins from night, when the fore- 
most party, led by Pitcaini, a major of mormee, was discov- 
ered, advancing quickly and in silence. Alarm guns were 
fired, and the dmnie beat, not a call to vUlage hiulMuidmcn 
only, but tho rcvoillo to liiimauitv. I-ees than seventy, per- 
haps lees than sixty, obeyed tlie smnmonp, and, in eight of half 
as many boys and unarmed men, were paraded in tu-o ranks, 
a few rods north of the meeting-house. 

How often in that building; had tliey, with renewed pro- 
feasioiia of their faitli, looki^ up to Clod aa the stay of their 
fathere and the protector of their pri%-iIegeB I How often on 
diat green, bard by the burial-placu of their forefathers, bad 
they pledged themselves to each other to combat nianfully for 
th^ birthright iiilieritance of liberty I There they now etood 
side by side, mider tlie provincial banner, with arms in their 
banda, silent and fearless, willing to shed their blood for their 
rights, BCnipiilous not to begin civil war. The gronnd on which 
they trod wa« tlie altar of freedotn, and they vcre to furnish 
the victinu. 

The Britisli van, hearing the drum and the :i1arm gnus, 
halted to load; the remaining companies camo up; and, at 
half an hour before sunrise, the advance party hnrried forward 
at double quick time, almost upon a run, closely followed by 
the groniidierK. Fitcatm rodii in front, and, when witliin five 
or mx rods of the minute-men, cried out : " Disperse, ye vil- 
lains! ye rebels, disi>craoI lay down your armsl why don't 
yon lay down yonr anna and diepcree i " The main port of the 
coimttjmon etood motionleaa in the ranks, witneseee against 
a^ireesion ; too few to reaist, too bravo to fly. At this, Pit- 
cairn dischar^t>d a pistol, and with a loud voice cried, *' Firo!'* 
The order waa followed llrst by a few gmis, which did no 
execution, and then by a close and deadly di^chaige of mos- 
ketry. 

In the disparity of nnmlwrs, Parker ordered his men to 
dispentc. Tlien, and not till then, did a few of them, on th&T 
own impulse, return the British fire. These random slmta of 
fugitives OT dying men did no liurm, escept that l*itcaim's 
faOTBC was perhaje grazed, and a private of tho tenth light in- 
fantry WAS toadied elightly in the leg. 
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Jonaii Parker, the lilrongest atid best uTGstler in Lexinj^on^ 
bad promised never to nm fruiii Dntiiib truops ; and litj kept 
hia vow. A wound brought bim on h.M knees. Having dU> 
char^ged liis giio, he was preporiiig to load it again, when he 
WAB stabbed by a Wyoitot, and lay oti the {Kwt whicli hu took 
at the morning's drum-beat. So full leaac )fiizzc/, and eo 
died tiiG aged Robert Munroe, who in 175S luid be«u an ea- 
mgn at Ixiui«burg. Jooatban Harrington, junioTf was atnu^ 
in front of his ovm hooso on the north of the common. Hia 
wife wad at the window m be fell. With blood guslijng from 
his breast, be rose in her sight, tottered, fell again, thraa crawli'd 
on hands and kneea toward bin dwelling ; tdie ran to meet bini, 
but odI^' reached him a« he expired on their threshold. Caleb 
Harriugt^jD, who had gone into the meeting-house for jMwder, 
wiui shot ax bu camu out. Samuel Hadluy and Jolui Bntwn 
were porsned, and killed after they had left tbe green. Aiahel 
Porter, of AVobum, who bad been taken prisoner by the Brlt- 
iak on the march, endeavoring bo e«cupe, waA shot within a few 
rods of (be common. Seven mim of LeziDgton were killed, 
nine wotmded ; a quarter part of all who stood in arms on the 
green. 

Day came in all the bcautj of an early spring. The trees 
were budding ; tbe graas growing rankly n full month before 
its time; the blue bird and tito robin gloddouiug tb(> gcutal 
seaBon, and calling forth the beams of tbe Kim whieh on Uiat 
monitng slieuo with tiiu i^'anntli of snmmcr; but dit;trcB^ and 
horror gatherutj over the inhabitants of tlie peaceful town. 
There on the green lay in deatli the gray-haired and the young ; 
the gn»y field was red "with the innocent blood of tlieir 
brethnm filain," ciytng unto God for Tengeanoe from the 
grotmd. 

These ore the vilkgo hcroeEi who were mnro than of noble 
blood, proving by thoir ppirit that they were of a race divine. 
They gave their lives in testimony to the rights of mankind, 
beqncathing to their ooontry an assurance of snoccn in the 
mighty strofj^Ie which they began. The exjanding millions 
of their oouutn^'tiien renew and multiply Iheir pnuse from gen- 
eration to generation. They fiiltilled their duty not from on 
accidental impulso of the moment ; their action was tbe ripened 



ITTiS. 



THE KDTETEENTn OF APRIL 17Z. 



157 



frait of Praridcnoo and of Ume. The light that led tlioin on 
was combined of nt^'s from tho whole hutori* of tho race ; 
from tlie traditions of tho liebrewB in the gray o£ the world'd 
morning ; from the heroes and eages of rbpublicau Greece and 
Romo; from the example of Hini who diecJ on the crosg for 
the Ufe of humanity; from the religious creed which pro- 
eluined tho divine presence in man, and on this truth, an iu a 
lifo-bont, floated tlie Hbertiei; of uatioru ov»r the dark flood of 
the middle ages ; from the ciiKt<ini» of thu Ciumiaas transtnitted 
out of their forcets to the councils of Saxon England ; from 
the bnrtiiiig faith and courage of Martin Luther; from trust 
in the inevilablo uiiivcreality of Qod*fl sovereignty as taught 
by Faol of Tajnua and Augnstine, through Calvin and the 
diTines of New England ; from die avenging liercenes^ of the 
Puritans, who dashed the mitre on the niine of the throne ; 
from the hold disecnt and creative wlf-ossettion of the carliwt 
emigrants to HawacIniMittfi ; from tlie KtaleHniun wlio made, 
and the philosophere who expounded, the revolution of Eng^ 
land; from the liberal spirit and analyzing in(pitiutivtine@«i of 
die eighte^ith century ; from the clond of vitDessos of all the 
agee to tlie reality and the rigbtfuliiees of human freedom. 
All the centuries bowed tlienintilvi** from tlie rec»»*es of the 
part to cheer in their ^.acriiioe tlie lowly men wlio proved them* 
aelTea worthy of their foreninuere, and whoso children tisa up 
and call them bleaHed. 

Ileedleffi of his own danger, Samnel Adamn, with the voice 
of a prophet, exclaimed: "Oh, what a glorious nioniing ia 
this!'* for ho enw hits country's indupcmlenoc liaetcniug on, 
and, like Colombas in the tempest, knew that the stonu bore 
him more swiftly toward tho undiscovered world, 

Tho Britiisli troops drew up on tho village green, 6rcd a 
Tolkiy, hitzzaed thrice by way of triumph, aud, after a halt of 
leas than tJiirty miniit(«, marched on for Coneiinl. There, in 
the morning hours, children and women fled for shoUer to tho 
hills and the woods, and men were hiding what was left of 
uannon and military stores. 

The minnte-men and militia formed on the usoal parade, 
over wliich the congregation of the town for near a oenttuy 
and a half liad paissed to public woniliip, tho freemen to every 
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toTra-mcoting, and lately the patriot membera of the provincial 
eongreea twice a daj to their little eooote boiiM}. Xc&r that 
Bpot Winthrop, the father of Massacfausetts, had given conn- 
Bel ; nitd Eliot, the apostle of the TitdianB, had spoken words of 
bcnignify and wisdom. The people of Concord, of whom 
about two hundred apjMsared ta arme on that day, derived Iheir 
eneig}' from their aousc of the divine power. This looking to 
God as their wrercign hruuglit tlic fatUen to their pleasant 
valioy; this controlled the loyalty of the Kone; and tlii^ has 
made the naroe of Concord venerable tbroQghout tbe world. 

The alarm coinpoay of the place rallied near tbe IJbcrty- 
polc on the bill, to the right of the Lexington rood, in the front 
of the moeting-honse. They went to tlie perilous dutioa of the 
day " with eeriommefis and acknowledgment of Ood," as thmigh 
they were to engage in nets of worsliip. Tlie minute company 
of Lincoln, and a few men from Acton, proBWjd in at an early 
honr; but the British, as tliey ajiproached, were seen to b« 
four times as numcroiu! as the AmericauK. The latter tiiere- 
fore retreated, first to an eminence eighty rods farther north, 
then across Concord river, by tlic Norlli Uridge, till just Iw- 
yond it, by a back road, they gained high ground, about a mile 
from the ceutre of the town. There they waited for aid. 

About seren oVlock, under brilliant minHhino, the Britisli 
Durehed with npid etcp into Concord ; tlie light infantry 
tlong the hill£, and the grenadierB in the lower road. J^-ft in 
undisputed poeaewion of tbe baudet, they made aearcli for 
stores. To tbiH end, one onall party wu aent to tbe Sonth 
Bridge over Concord river ; and, of eix companie« nndcr Cap- 
tain Laurie, three, comprising a hundred aoldiers or more, were 
stationed tin a guiml at tbe Korth Bridge, while three utliers 
advanced two miles farther, to the rcsidenee of IWrett, the 
highest mib'tary ofRoer of the neighborhood, where arm^ it 
wait thouglit, had Iieen oonoealed. But tliey found tlieri- imth- 
ing to destroy except some carriages for cannon. lli(< wife, 
at their demand, gave them refrcBtunent, but refused pay. say- 
ing : ** We are commanded to feed our enemy, if he hmigiT." 

At daybreak tbe minute-men of Acton crow<ted at the 
dmin-boat to the bou«c of Isaac Dat'is, tbclr captain, who 
**nuide baste to bo ready." Just thirty years old, the father 



1775. 



THE SraETKENTH OF AFBIL 1175. 



159 



of four little ones, stately in his person, a man of few vordit, 
earnest even to solemnity, lie parted from liis wife, sajnng : 
"Take good care of the children ;" and, wlule ehe gazed after 
Hm with reaignaHon, he led off his company. 

BetwftCQ nine and ten tlie rniml)er of AjnerieiuM on the 
rising ground nlwvc Concord britlgo had increased to more 
than four Imndred. Of these, there were twenty-five minute- 
mon from Bedford, with Jonathan 'Wibon foi- their captain ; 
othora were from Wcstford, among thorn Thastcr, a preacher ; 
others from Littleton, from Carlisle, and from Chelmsford. 
The Aeton ooiiipauy came latit, and formed on the right. Tlie 
whole wjw n gathering not so much of officers and eoldiers us 
of brotliers and equals, of whom every one was a man well 
known in his village, ol>»erved In the meeting'kouBe on Sun- 
days, fnniitiar at towu-mecUiigs, and resiwcted as a frcuhoWer 
or a freeholder's son. 

Near the base of the hill Concord rirer flows languidly in 
a winding olmuuel, and wod approached by a causeway over tlio 
wok ground of its loft bank. The by-road from the hill on 
•which the Americana had rallied mn sootho-ly till it met the 
cauAdway at right anglo& The Amcricane eaw before them, 
witliin gnnshot, British troopa holding poeaession of their 
bridge, and in the distaneo a still larger number wscupying 
their town, which, from tlic rising emoke, aoemcd to haro been 
aet on fire. 

In Concord itself, Pitoaim had fretted and fumed with 
oatlis and curxeK at the taveni-lceeper for Khutting againi;t him 
the doors of the inn, and exulted over tlie discovery of two 
twenty-four pounders in the tavern yard, a& though they reim- 
bursed tlie expedition. These wore 8i)!kod ; sixty borrela of 
flour were broken in pieces, but eo imperfectly that afterward 
hall the Hour wnfi eavcd ; five hondred pounds of ball were 
thrown into a miU-i>ond. The liberty-pole and several carriages 
for artillory were bomod, and the coort-hooso took fire, though 
tliG firo waft put out. Private dwelUngB were rifle<l, but this 
slight waste of public stores was all tlie advantage for which 
Gage precipitated a civil, war. 

The Americans had as yet reoeived only nnoertain rumors 
of the moniing^R events at Lexington. At the sight of fire In 
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the Tilta^ the iinpiilse eeizoc) tlicm ^ to uiurcJi into tlie town 
for it« defence." Hut were thoy not eobjects of the liritish 
kingi Hul uot the troops come oat in obedience to acknowt- 
edf^ authorities! Wm reeietaoee practicahle i 'Was it jasti- 
fiablo ? liy whom could it be authorised t Ko Qnion hod been 
formed, no indupvudeuce proclaimed, no war declared. The 
hnabandmen tuid mechaiiicti who then stood on tlte hillock by 
Concord river were called on to net, and tlieir action would 
be war or peace, aubmiaaon or independence. Had they doubt- 
ed, tbej must have despaired. Pmdent sUte«man&hi]i would 
hare asked for time to fionder. "Wise philosophj- would Itave 
lotit from hesitation the glory of opening a new era on man- 
kind. The tniu-baudd at Concord acted, and God wa^ with 
them. 

" I never heard &om any pe»on tlio leaet exprcEsion of a 
viah for a separation," Franklin, not long boforo, had faid to 
Chatham. In October 1774, Wasliington wrote: "No eoch 
titung as independenoe is deuired by any thinldng man. in Amer- 
ica." "Before the nineteenth of April 1775," relates Jeffw- 
eon, " I uovor hoard a wliisjxsr of a disposition to separate from 
Great Britain." Jnat thirty-eercn days had paasod einoe John 
Adams publiahod in Boston : " That there are any who pant 
after inilt![)endenoe, U tlie greatest tilander on the province," 

Tlie American reroludoik grew one of the soul of the peo- 
ple, and waa an inevitable result of a living affection for freo- 
dom, which ^t iu uiotiun Imntioniou-t effort as certainly as the 
beating of the heart eends warmth and color through the 
eyetem. The niatic heroes of tliat hour oticyed tlie eimpleat, 
the liighoat, and the suivst instincta, of which tlic Hcminal priii- 
dplo cxiBt«d in all tlieir countrymen. From necessity they 
were impelled toward independence and solf-directiou ; this 
day revealed the pUwtie will which was to attract tlie elements 
of a nation to a centre, and by an innate force to shape its con- 
stitution. 

The officers, mooting in front of their men, spoke a few 
words with one another, and wont hack to their places. Bar- 
rett, the colonel, on horeebock in the rear, then gave the order 
to advance, but nut to fire nnlcas attacked. The calm features 
of laaac Davis, of AcUm, became changed ; the town scI)qo1> 
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master of Concord, who was preeent, coold never Kftt-rward 
find vordfi «troiig enough to exprct^ bow doepl^ hh face red* 
dened at tlie word of cotiiiuuud. " I have not a umo tliat ia 
afi-aid to go," eaid David, looking at the men of Aoton ; aitd, 
drawing ]m sword, he cried : " March ! " Ilia company, being 
on cbo right, led the way toward tlie bridge, he himself at 
their head, und by his side Major John UuMricb, of Concorxl, 
witti John liobinsoo, uf AVeetford, liuuteuiuit-<H>lonol in Pree- 
oott's regiment, bnt on tliU day a vohintoer without command. 
Tlieee three men walked together in front, followwi by min- 
ute-iuen aud militia, in doul>lo file, traiUiig annit. Tljcy went 
down the hillock, initercd the by-road, came to it* angle witli 
tlie main road, and there turned into the causGway tliat led 
straight to the bridga The British hvgoji to take np the 
I planks; Ut prevent it, the AmcrinuiK quickened their step. At 
ihi&, the UrititOi tired one or two Khots ap the river ; then an- 
Other, by which Lather Kknchard and Jonaa Srown were 
wouDde<l. A rollcy followed, taid Isaac 0ari« and Abner If os- 
mer fell dead. Tiirco honre twforo, Davis had bid Lie wife 
farewell. Tltat afternoon he was carried home and laid in her 
bedroom. His eoimteunnee was pleasant in dcatiL The bodies 
of two otliera of his eoinpany, who were slain, that day, were 
broaght to her house, and the three were followed to the vil- 
L.lage graveyard by a coDcour!<e of the neighbors from miles 
,uv>tmd. Ueaven gave her length of days in the land which 
Mlf-doTodon asd^ted to n-deem. She lived m «ec her 
}antry reach the Gnlf of Mexico iind the P.acific; when it 
jiiraB grown great in nnmbers, wealth, and power, the United 
in congrc«« bethought themaelree to pay honors to her 
id's ntnrtyrdoni, and comfort her nndcr the doublo bnr- 
f-dflii of sorrow and of more than ninety years. 

As the BritUh tired, Emerson, who was looking on from an 
tipper window in liie honso near the bridge, was for one moment 
-■measy lest the fire shonld not be retmiied. It was only for a 
>ment; Battrick, leaping into the air, Hnd at the same time 
partially tmiiing roond, eried aloud: *'Fire, fellow-stddiersl 
for Gud's Bake, fire I" and tlie cry, "fire, fire, fire," ran from 
lip to lip. Two of the British fell; sercral were wounded. 
In two minutes all was bushed. The Britisli retreated in dis- 
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order toward Uielr main bodj ; llie countr^inen wero left in 
poeeession of the briiigc. Tliiti is the world rcnownud battle 
OK CoxcoEB ; more eventfnl than Ajpncourt or Blenheim. 

Thu AmeiicanB stood afltoniahed at wb&t the^ had done. 
They made no pureuit and did no further harm, except that 
one woandod soldier, attvmpting to rise as if to escape, was 
stmck on tlie head by a yoaof; man with a hatchet. The [larty 
at Biirrett'R might have lieen «ut off, Itiit was not uiolcRted. 
Aa the Sudbury company, commanded by the bnivo Nixon, 
pasKed near the South Bridge, Jogiah Haynes, then eighty years 
of agp, dt-acon of the Siidhury church, urfjed an attack on the 
Britisli party ittatiouad tiiert; ; bin lulvice waji rejected by his 
fellow-soldiers as premature, bnt the company in whicii he 
ecrvcd proved among the iiioet alert during the rest of the day. 

In the town of Concord, Smith, fur half an hour, ebowod 
by marchos and countcrniarclics hie nnoertainty of purpose. 
At last, aboat noon, he left the town, to retreat the way he 
came, along the hilly rood tliat wound through forests asd 
thickets. The minuto-mcn and militia, who bad taken part in 
the fight, ran over the hills oppoeita the hattle-tield into the 
cast quarter of tlie town, crowed the pasture known as the 
" Great Fields," and placed theinselvoe in ambrndi n little! to 
the eastward of the village, near the junction of the Bedford 
road. There tJiey were re-enforced by men from all around, 
and at that point the chase of the English began. 

Among the foremost were the miuute-meu of Reading, led 
by Johu Druokit, and accompanied liy Foster, the minister of 
Littleton, as a volunteer. The company of Billerica, whose 
inhabitants, in their just indignation at Ncebit and lus soldiers, 
bad openly resolved to '* use a different e^rlo from that of peti- 
tion and complaint," came down from the north, while the 
East Sudbury company appeared on the sonth. A little below 
the Bedford road at Mermm's comer the British faced about; 
but, after a tdiarp encounter, iu which eeveral of tliem were 
killed, tliey roanmed their retreat. i 

At the high land in IJncoln the old road twnt toward the 
north, jost when.' grwat trees on the west and thickfl« on the 
east offered oover to tlie punraera. The men from \Vohnrn came 
up in great Qumbers, and welt armed. Along these defiles 



1775. 



THE NINETEENTH OF APRH. inB. 



163 



fell eight of tJie British. Here Piteaini for safety was forxnid 
to quit Ilia horee» which was taken with his pistols in their liol- 
etent, A little farther ou, JouHtlian Wihton, captain of the 
Bedford minuto-men, too zcalom to keep on Ids gourd, was 
■lolled by a Hanking party. At another defile in IJncolu, tho 
Dointite-men of Lexington, commanded by John Parker, re- 
newed the figlit. Every piece of wood, every rock by the 
r'^roysidti, served as a lurkiug-place. Scarce ton of the Ameri- 
; cans wen; at any time t>een together ; yet die hills memed to 
-the Bntigh 1o swami with '^rebeU," ae if they had dropped 
from the cloudg, and "the road waa lined'' by an imintermit- 
ted lire from behind stone walls and trees. 

At first the invaders moved in order ; an they drew near 
Lesdngtou, tlieir Hanking parties became ineffective from 
weanucsee ; tho woimded were scarce able to get f or^vard. In 
tiie wcfit of I<umigtoii, as the British were rising Fijtku'e hill, 
A sharp contest ensued. It was at the ea«t«ra foot of the Eame 
hill that James liayward, of Acton, eiicoimtered a r^ular, and 
botli at ttie same moment fired; the regular dropped dead; 
Huyward was mortally wounded. A little farther on fell the 
.loetogeoarinn, Jomali IIaynu>, who had kept pace with tlio 
\eviiiteet in the pursuit. 

The Britifih troops, " greatly exliaiisted and fatigued, and 
having expended abno^t all their ammunition," began to nm 
Rtllier than retreat in order. Tlie otlicere vaiidy attempted to 
Stop their flight "They were driven before the Americana 
like sheep." At Inst, about two in the afternoon, after tliey 
had hurried throngh the middlu of tlic town, about a mile bo- 
low the field of tlio moming^ii bloodshed. tJie ofiiccr« tuadfl 
their way to tlie front, and by menacoa of death began to form 
them under a very heavy fire. 

At that moment Lord Percy camo in eight with the first 

[ brigade, oonasting of Welsh fneileere, the fourth, tlic forty- 

I sovonth, and tho Uiirty-cighth regiments, in all about twelve 

^ linndred men, with two field-piccc«. Li^olent an nsual, tlwy 

marche<l ont of Boston to the tune of Yankee Doodle ; but 

they grew alarmed at finding eveiy house on the road de- 

^•erted. They met not one person to give tliem tidings of 

the party whom they were aent to reecue ; and now that they 
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had made the juncrion, they could tliink only of their own 
safety. 

"Wliile the cannon kept the Americans at Iwy, Percy formed 
bin (Ititachiuent into a stjoare, encloding the fngiiives, who lay 
down for rcKt <hi the ground, " ttieir tongnes haii^png ont of 
their moittltA like those of doga aftor a cliaee," 

After the junction of the fttgitiyw witli I'ercy, the troops 
under his comimmd amouuted to fully two thirds of the Britlefa 
army in Boston ; and yet they must fly before tho Americana 
Bpeodiiy and fleetly, or be overwhelmed. Two wagoiw, sent out 
to them trith eupplios, were waylaid and captured by Payson, 
the mininter of Chflsea. From far and wido minnte-men were 
gathering. The men of Dedhain, even the old men. roeoivcd 
their minister's blessing and wont forth, bj mch numbers that 
Karoo ont,' male between sixteen and seventy wajt l«ft at hoine. 
Thatmoniiiig William Pnssrott mustereil Ins regiment; and, 
thoagh Pe)>|)erell was bo remote that he could not be in season 
for the pursuit, he hastened down with five ooiu panics of gaardB. 
Before noon a moMongcr rode at full »pccd into Worcester, 
crying, ** To arms ! " A fresh liorse was brought, and the tid- 
jngg went on, while tho minnto-men of thst town, after joining 
hurriedly on tho common in a feTTont prayer from their min- 
inter, kept on tlie march tiU they reached Cambridge, 

Aware of his perilons pnsition, Porey, resting but half an 
hoar, renewed the retreat. Tho light infantiy marched in 
front, the grenadien next, while the firet brigade, which fur- 
unlied the very rtmng flanking pnrtieti, brought up the rear. 
They were ex}K)sed to a fire on each side, in front, and from 
bdiind. The Americana, who were good marksmen, would 
lie down concealed to load their gum at one place, luid dis- 
charge them at another, running from front to tlank, and from 
flank to rear. Ruge and revenge and shame at their flight led 
iho regalara to plunder lioiuKSfl by the wayaide, to destroy in 
wantonness windows and fomitnre, to ect &v to bama and 
bonec*. 

Beyond Lexington the troof» w«ro attacked by men chiefly 
from Cs^x and the lower towns. Tho fire from the relxjis 
alaukened till they ap|miaclied Weet Cambridge, where Joseph 
Warren and WilUam Heath, both of the committee of safety. 
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the Istter a provincial general oSioer, gave far a moment some 
appearance of organization Co the pursuit, and the fight grew 
shu-per and more determined. Uere the coiupany frum Dtui- 
^Ter% which nude a brtsaetwark of u pile of filiinglee, loet eight 
men, caught betwoun the ouotny's Daiik gnard and main hody. 
Here, too, a musket-ball grazed the liair of JoeepU Wurnai, 
vhow heart heat to arms, bo thjU he was ever in die pkoe of 
greatest danger. The Pritieh became more and more ** exaa- 
p«rat«d," and indulged themselves in eav&g» cruelty. In one 
faon«i ttiey found tu-o aged, hcljiles^, luiurmcd men, and butch- 
ered them both without mercy, atabbing them, breaking tiieir 
•knlLi, and dashing out their bmius. Hannah Adanm, wife of 
flteacon Joseph Aihuns, of Camhi-idge, lay in child-hed with a 
tbabe of a week old, but was forced to crawl with her infant in 
I Jier anuB and abuost uakcd to a ooni-ahcd, while the Buldicm 
'■et her hoase on fira At Cambridge, an idiot, pi-jxlied mi a 
fence to gaze at the British army, was wantonly shot at and 
killed. Of the Americans, there were never more than four 
Laudred t<^thcr at any one time ; but, a^ eumo gn:w Urcd or 
naed up their ammuaitioii, others took their places; and, 
though there wn3 not much concert or discipline, and no attack 
with DUfises, the pureuit never flagged. 

Below West Cambridge the mihtia from Dorcheafcer, Kox- 
bury, and Brookhne came up. Of these. Inaac Gardner, of the 
latter place, one oa whom the colony reetod many hope«, fell 
I about a mile we^t of Karvard college. The lield-pieces began 
to lose their terror, so that tlie Americans preeeed npon the 
rear of the fugitives, whose retreat was as rapid as it poeeibly 
could be. A Uttlc after eniuet the survivors eecaped acroAd 
Charlcstown neck. 

The troops of Percy had marched thir^f niilee in ten hooTB ; 
the party uf Smith, io eix hours, had retreated twenty milea; 
the gons of the fihi|>e-of'War and the menace to bum the town 
of Charlctitown saved them from annoyaooe daring their rest 
on. IIunkCT HiU, and while tliey were ferried aerosa Charles 
river. 

Od that day forty-nine Americans were killed, thirty-four 
woondeil, and five mistiing. The Iuhs of the British iu killed, 
wounded^ and missing, was two hnodred and seventy-three. 
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Among tho wounded were many offioere ; Smith was hurt 
eeverely. Many more were disabled by fatigue. 

All the following night the men of Mafisachtisetts streamed 
in from scotch of miles nronnd, old raon as well as young. 
Tbc}* had ecntxie a wmblancc of artillery or warlike etoree, qo 
jwwder, nor organization, nor proviBions ; but there they were, 
tlioniaiids with brave hearts, ileteruiiued to roecue the Ubertiee 
of their coimtry. "The night preceding the oatrngefi at Lex- 
ington there were not fifty people in the whole colony that 
ever expected any hlood would be shed in the contest ;" the 
night after, tlie king'n govcnior and tlie king's anny foimd 
them&elves cloeely beleaguered in Boi^ton. 

" The next news from England muBt be concihatorr, or the 
connection between us ends," said Warrca " Thia munth," 
60 William Emerson of Concord, kto chaplain to the provin- 
cial congress, chronicled in a blank leaf of bis almanac, ** is 
remarkable for the greatest events of the prcaent ago." " From 
the nineteenth of April 1775," said Clarl:, of Lexington, on 
ita first niiiiivereaiy, "will be dated Oio liberty of the Ameri- 
cau world." 
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CHAPTER XL 



EFFB0T8 OF THE DAY OK LEIISQTOII AlTD OOKCOED. 
THS OEKEaiAL BBDJO. 

Daekkess closed npou tlio countay and upon tho town, 
but it was no night for tdiMjp. Iloraldfl l>y Hwift rcla^n tniu- 
mittcd the war message from hand to hand, till Tillage re- 
]>eate<l it to villa^; the sea to tlic Imckwoods; the plains to 
thu Ui^UIauds ; and It was ucver euScrud to droop till it had 
Iweu borno north aiid south, and east and weet, tbrouf^tiout tlie 
land. It apread over tho bayw that received tlie Saeo and the 
Penobacot and the St, JoJin's. Its loud reveille broke tlie rest 
of the trappers of Now Hampeturo, and, ringing liko bnglo- 
naUM from peak to jwak, overloapt tlie Green Mountains, nwept 
onward to Montreal, and cits>oeii.ded the ooeao rtvor, till the 
responses were eehoc*! from the clifia of Qnebec. The hilk 
aloDj; the Hudson told one to another the tale. Aa the sum- 
mon5 hurriod to the eoutli, it was one Hay at New York ; in 
one more at Philadelpiiia ; the next it lighted a watcfatire at 
Baltimore ; thence it waked an answer at Annapolis, Croeetng 
tho Potomac nc&r Mount Yccnon, it was sent forwanl without 
a halt to Williamfiboiig. Ic traversed the Dismal Swamp to 
Nattseraond along the route of the lirst emigrants to North 
Carolina. It moved onward and etill onward through bonnd- 
leaa forests of pines to Newljcni and to Wilmington. " For 
God's sake, forward it by night and by day," wrote Comolius 
Haniett by the express which sped for Brunswick. Patriots 
of South Carolina caught np itn tones at the iKirdt-r, and de- 
spatched it to Charleston, and through mo!jM:Iad live oaks 
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and palmettoee still fartlier to the south, tUI it resounded 
amoug the Xew England eettleraents beyond the Savannah. 
HilliiboTOUgh and the ifocklenbiii^ district of North Carolina 
roee in triainph. nov that their wcarieomc uncertaiDty had 
its end. The Blue Kidge took up the voiM, and made it 
heard from one end to the other of the valley of Virginia. 
The Alleghanies opened their bnrrierg, that the ** lond call " 
might pass through to the hardy riflemen on the Holston, the 
Trnttttigii, and the French Biuad. Ever renewing itit strength, 
powerful enough even to create a conunonveallh, it hreathed 
its inspiring word to the first settlers of Kentucky: bo that 
hnuten, who made their Imit in ihc itiatchless \*allcy of the 
£lkhom, coniiiieinoratud the niuctcciitli day of April bv nam* 
ing their enciuitpmt^nt T.kxwoton. 

With one impuke, the coluuies e^rung to anos; with one 
epirit, they pledged thomaclf-ce to each other *^ to be ready for 
the extreme ercut" With one heart> the continent cried: 
"Liberty or Death," 

The fimt measure of the HoesaehuMtte committee of safety, 
after the davm of the twentieth of April, was a ctreular to the 
eevcnl to\ms in Maseochusetts. *^We oonjore you," they 
wrote, "by all that is dear, by all that is sacred ; we beg and 
entreat, as you will answer it to your oonntir, to j<Hir con* 
HJenoei, and, above all, to Qod himself, that you will hastaa 
■nd encourage by all poanble means the enlistment of men. to 
form the army, and send tliem fon^'ard to liead-qnarters at 
Cambridge with that oxpediHon wbicb the vast importance 
and instant urgency of the affair demands." 

The couutT}' people of MaHsachuKottfi had not waited for 
the call. As soon as they heard the ciy of blood tbey snatched 
their firelocks from the walK and -niree and mothers and sis- 
ter? took part in preparing the men of their hoo^otda to go 
forth to tlie war. The fanners ruehed to *' the camp of liberty," 
often willi nothing but tlie clothes on tlieir IwckH, wiiliout a 
day's provisions, and many witltout a drilling in their pockets. 
Their country was in danger ; their brethren wcroslaughlered; 
their arms alone en]plo^>-ed their attention. On their way, the 
inhabitants opened their hospitable doors, and all tilings were 
in common. For the first night of the dege, IVeecott of FejH 
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perellf with his Middlesex miatite-men, kept the waicii orer the 
entranca to Bo&toQ ; and, while Gago was driven for safety to 

.fortify the town at all ptiints, the Amencans talked of driving 
ind hia regiiuents into the eea. 

At the same time, the committeo br letter gave the story 
of the preceding day to New IlampEhire and Connecticot, 
whose assietanoo they entreated. '* \Vq shall he glad,'' thej 
wrote, ** that oitr brethren who oonie to onr aid nuiy be Etip- 
plied with military atoreft luid ])ruvi6ioni<:, ns wc have none 
of either more tlian i^ absolutely neec^eary for (iiii^ulvea*' 
And without store* or cannon, or suppliea even of pow- 

r d(^} or of money, MasiutohuKettK, by itii congress, on the twen- 

pfy-accond of April, remilved nnaiiimoosly that a New Eug- 
laod army of thirty thousand men abonid be raiiwd, and 

^ostabliahed it« onTi proportion at tliirtcoii thouiuind six linn- 
The tenn of oulifitment was fixed for the la&t day of 
December. 

Long before this rammong^ tlto forricc oror the Merrimack 
wore crowded by men from New Hampshire. " We go,'* said 
they, "to the aesiutunco of our hrethpeo." Bj one o'clock of 
the twentiotli, npwajd of eixty men of Nottingham asBomblcd 
at the uioeting-liouBu with arms and ofjuijiuieuta, under Cilley 
and Rearhom ; liefore two, iJiey were joined by Innds from 
Deerfield and Kpt-oui ; and they set out together for Camhridga 
At diwk tlioy reached Ilaverhill ferrj-, a distance of twenty- 
•eren miles, liaving run ntlier than marched ; they halted in 
Andorer only fnr refreshments, »nd, traversing tifty-tive miles 
in lees than twenty hours, by suoriso of the twciity-Hret paraded 
on Cambridge common. 

Tlte veteran John Stark, skilled in the ways of the Indian, 
the Ilngtiab, and his conntr^-mciu able to take hia n»t on a 
bcor-sldn with a bank of bdow for a pillow, frank nnd bumiino, 
eccentric but true, famed for ooolneas and courage and in- 
tegrity, had no rival tn the confidence of his neighbors, aod 
was chosen eolont-l of their regiment by their iinaaimooa vote. 
He rode in baste to the scene of action, on the way encouraging 
the volunteers to rendezvom at Medford. So many followed 
tlutf on tlie morning of the twenty-second, he was det.ich«d 
with, three hundred to take puet at Cbebea, where bis battalion. 
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wbieli TTus onu of the fnllest in the besieging arm/, Lecame & 
model for ita ilLtcliiUne. 

By tbe twenty-tliirj tJiere were already alwut two tliuusaQd 
men from the interior parte of New Ilampehire, demrons "not 
to retuni before the work was doDe.*' ^lanj who remained 
near the uppiir Coanwjtieut threw up the civil and juilitary 
oommisBioiie held Irom the king; for, said thcj, ^ the king hu 
forfeited his crown, and all commissions from him are there* 
fore vacated." 

In Connecticut, Tnimbnll, tho governor, eent out writs 
to convene the legislature of the colony at Hartford on the 
Wedoeeday following tlio buttla On the muniing of tlie 
twentieth, Israel Putnam of Pomfret, in leatlier frock and 
apnm, was aaaistiug hired men to hiiild a Btoue wall on his 
farm, when lie heard tlie cry from Ijcxington. He set off in- 
stantly to ronse the mihtia officcn of the nearest towns. On 
his rctiiro, he found liimdreda who had mustered and chowm 
hill) tltcii' leader. Iisisuing unloiii for tlicm to follow, hu pushed 
forward without chan^^ng the check ehirt he had worn in the 
field, Olid reached Cambridge at ennrise the next morning, 
having ridden the same hone a hundred miles within eighteen 
honrs. He brought to the service of his conntr>' courage, and 
a heart than which none throbbed more honestly or warmly 
for An'erioan freedom. 

From Wetbertifield a hundred young volunteers marched 
for Boston on the twenty-second, well armed and in high 
■pints. From the neighboring towns uien of tlio lai^^t 
estates, and the most esteemed for ohatacter, seized tlielr fire- 
locks and followed. By the second night, several thouHands 
from the colony were on their way. Some had fixed on their 
staiidanbi and drums tho colony arms, and round it, in letters 
of gold, the motto, that God who brought over their fathers 
would sustain the sons. 

In New HarcD, Benedict Arnold, captain of a volunteer 
oompauy, agreed with his men to march the itcxt morning for 
Boston. " Wait for proper orders," was the advice of Wocater; 
but their eelf-willed commander, brooking no delay, extorted 
supplies from the committee of tlic town, and on Uie twenty- 
ninth reached the American hcad-qaarters with bis company. 
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There wofl scarcely a town in Connucticut that was not repre* 
Bcntcd among tlie hc^cgerv. 

The nearest towns of Uhode Island were in motion before 
tlie British bad ilniahed their retreat. At the instance of IIop- 
kiiui and otlivrK, Wauttm, the governor, though hinieelf inclined 
to the royal side, called an assembly. Its members were all 
of one mind ; and when Wanton, with fieveral of the council, 
showed hesitation, they resolt-cd, if ncceceair, to proceed alone. 
The council ^-ioldod, and conlirmed tliu unanimous vote of the 
assembly for raising an army of lifteeu hundred men. "The 
colony of Rliode Island," wrote Bowler, the speaker, to the 
Haesachusettii congress, '* is Hmi and determined ; and a greater 
unauimity in the lower house scarce ever prevailed." Com- 
panies of the men of Rhtxlc Inland preceded this early nie8sag& 

MtUBachiifletts guned confiiience now that New llainpshire 
and Cormecticat and Rhode Island had come to it^ eiij»iK)rt. 
The PTovr England volunteers were men of «ul»tantial worth, 

whom almoet every one represented a household. The 
embers of tho several companies were well known to each 
other, tu to brothcK, luDdrcd, and townsmen; known to the 
old men who remiuuod at home, arid to all tho matroni) and 
maidens. They were sure to be rempmlwreil weeldy in Iho 
exercises of the congregations ; and morning and eveaiug, in 
the WMual family devotions, they were commended with fer- 
vent piety to the protection of heaven. Every yoimg soldier 
lived and acted, as it were, under tlie keen observation of all 
tliOM) among whom he had gro'ts'n up, and was snre that his 
conduct would occupy the tongues of his village companions 
while he was in the field, and be remembered bis life long. 
The camp of liltcrty was a gathering in arms of schoolmatcfi, 
lOeighbons and friends ; and Boston was beleagaered round 
Itosbnry to Chelsea by an uuotgauized, fluctuating mass 
of men, each with his own masket atid Ida little store of car^ 
tridges, and sucb provisioDB as he brought with him, or aa 
were sent after him, or conld be oontribnted by the people 
round about. 

The British offit?©rB, from their own weakness and from fear 
of tlie American marksmen, dared not ordr^r n tyoily. Their cod- 
finemeut was the more irksome, for it came of a sudden before 
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Uieir magazineei h&d been filled, and was iuUowed bj "lui im- 
mediate Bto]) lo enpplles of everj- kind.'* Tliey Iiad w-offcd at 
the Americaas as cowards who would nm at their eight ; and 
ihey had suvcd themselves onl^' by the rapidit)* of tlietr re- 
treat. Ro-enforcemeDts and tliru: new genend oBicem-s were 
already on the Atlantic, and thetK would liave to be received 
into strutened quarters by a defeated army. England, and 
even tliv miuifitens would coudemu the ic^;Ioriuii£ cxpi'dltion 
which h&ii brought about w sudden and eo fatal a change. 
The cfilcerH elmmk from avowing their own acts ; and, though 
no one would my that he luwl «een tlie AmericaiiB lire first, 
they tried to make it pass current that a handful of ouuntry- 
meu at Lexington bad begun a fight with a detaohment tlmt 
0Utuum1)«^red tliem an twelve to oue. 

The American^ slowly provoked and long«ufferiag, treated 
the prisonera witli tenderness, nursed the wounded aa though 
they had been kiusiiiuu, and invited Qnge to scud out JJritiali 
BOigooiie for tlieir relief. Vet Percy could degrade himself so^ 
far Bfi to calumniate the country people who gave Uini chase, 
and ofiiuially lend hitn»elf lo the falsehood that " the rubuU 
scalped and cut aS tlie ears of some of the wounded who fell 
into their Uauda.'* He should have respected the name which 
ho bore ; aad ho should have respected the men before whom 
he tied. 

To the inliabitaat^ of BohIoii, Qa^ nuulc the offer that, if 
they woidd promise not to join in an attack on bis troope, and 
would lodge their arms with the eeleetuien at Faneuil Uall. the 
men, women, and children, with all their effects, should have 
safe conduct ont of the town. The proposal was accepted, for 
several days the rood to Koxbury yma thitmged with waguiia 
and trains of exiles; but they were not allovod to take with 
them any food. The prOTincial congreas devised measures for 
distributing Hvo tliousaiid of the ))Oor aiuoiig the villa^-s of 
the interior. But the loyidistjj of Uoston, of whom two hun- 
dred entered the king's service, soon prevailed with Gage to 
violate his word. 

On the twoDty-eeventh of April the aHsembly of Connecti- 
cut read the vote of Maasachusclts, that ^ew England ahonld 
bring into the Gold tlilrty tlKtusand men. On the next day 
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tttj despatched two cnvojs to Qagc to f)lcad for jxaoc, yet to 
irohitn of their mcxit limi rc^iliition to dorciid tlieir righte 
I the last extremity and to aid their hretfaren. Tbo mieeion 

t^wns fruitleas ; but in the mean time tho populon« colony made 
TWdy to treat with sword in hand. 

In the American camp there was no nnity. At Kotbnry, 
John Tlioraafi had c<iminancl(Ml, and received encvuuiiimH for 
the good order which pre^-ailed in his division ; Ttnt Ward, the 
general who w&8 at Cambridge, h^l tbe virtues of a magistrate 
rather than of a eoldier. He was old, unused to a Hejianite 
military command, too inlinn tr> uppoar on horsclxick, and 
wanting in "quick decision and activity." The troops from 
other colonies, tinder leaders of their own, did not as yet fonn 
au integral part of one " grand American " army. 

Of the Maseacbuecttd votnnteers, tho uumbcr varied from 
day to day. Many of them returned home ahuost as soon ae 
they came, for want of provigione or clothes, or from the 
preesnre of affairs which they had left so suddenly. Of tlioee 
vho 4!nti)sted in the Mageachnsuttfi army, a very lat^H ninnber 
absented t)iein«elvei» on furlongh. Ward feared that he Khoold 

fhe left alone. Of artillery, there were no more tlia.ii six t)irv«- 
iponnders and one nx-pcmndei in Camhridgv, beMiden i^ixtecn 
pieces in Watertown, of ditferent eizep, some of them good for 
notliinj^. There woa no ajiminnition hut for the fax Ihre*- 
pounders, and very Uttlo even for them. After Hconring five 
principal counties, tho wiiole amount of powder that could be 
found was le^ than eixty-eiglit barrcla. The other colonics 
irero crjually unprovided. In the oolony of Kow York tJiere 
vere not more than one hundred poondB of powder for eale. 

Xotwith^tauding these obataolee, tho scheming gcaiu? of 
I?cw Kngland wat) in the highest activity. Wliile tlie exjvedi- 
tion ogaioKt Ticondcrogn wag sahctionod by a oomtnifieton 
g^iCud to Benedict Arnold, the Ma^f^achtisetts eongrees, whicli 
was then mtting in Watertown, received from Jonathan Brew- 
er, of Waltham, a proposition to march with a body of five 

kifaundred volunteers to Queln-Cj by way of the riveni Kennebec 
and Chaudiire, in order to draw the governor of Canada, with 
Lis troope, into that quarter, and thns secure the nortliem and 
frontiers from ioroada. He was euro it "cou1<I be 
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executed with all tlio facility imaginaljle/' Tho design did 
not paw out of mind. 

>'oxt to the want of militaiy stores, the porerty of the 
UuBOchiuetts trea-sur}', wtiich dnring the winter luid received 
BCaroely &vo thomand ponndB of eorrencj to meet all cxpengea, 
gave just cauiH) fur appreheiisiou. For more iiian twenty 
yean she had tmdeavored by legislative penalties to exclude 
the paper cnrrency of other pro\'inccs, and had iseaed do notes 
of her own but ccrtiticatos of debt, in advance of the revenue. 
Thc«e certificate!) vcre for stima of tiix pounds and upward, 
bearing iotere^; they bad. no forced cinmlatioD. and wen 
kept ut par by the lu^ condition of her credit and her genend 
prcHS|)erity. The vo-opcruUuii of utiighlKiriug colouius com- 
pelled her cougrc^, in Sfay, to legalise Uio paper money of 
Connecticut and Uhode Island, and to issue ber own tr«a,6niy 
notee. Of her Srb-t emisdon of one hundred tbooamd pounds, 
there were no notes ander four pounds, and they ail prQ6erv<.'4 
die accustomed form of oertifieates of pnblio debt, of wliich 
the nae was not made oompnUory, Bnt, in less than throe 
weeks, an eruieeiou of twooty-eix thousand pounds waa author- 
ized for the advance pay to the soldiers ; and these " Boldiei^* 
notee," of whleh the aniatlest was for one dollar, were made a 
legal tender " in all payments witliout dittcunnt or abatement/* 
Rhode Ittlaud put out twenty thounand pounds in bills, of 
which tliu lai^est was for forty shillinge, the scoallest for dx- 
penoe. 

On tho fifth of May tlie provincial congress ruKolvixI 
" that General (Tsgo had disqualified himself for serving the 
colony in any capacity ; that no obedience was id future dne 
to him ; that he ought to bo guarded ag&inet lui an nnnattiral 
and invcteratd enemy.'' To take np tho powers of civil gov- 
enunent was an instant neoesoty; but the patriots of the 
colony checked their eagomoes to rotnm to their ancient cus- 
tom of annually electing tlioir chief magistrate, and resolved 
to await " explicit advioe " ftom ttie oontinental congresfi. 

New Ilamp^hiru agreed to mlsc two thousand men, of 
wboni perhaps twelve hundred reached the camp. FoWitu 
was their brigadier, but John Stark was the most tmsty officer. 
Connecticut o&red six thousand men ; and about twenty'three 
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hundred remained at Cambridge, with Spenser as their chief, 
and I'utnam as second brigadier. 

Rliode Island voted fifteen hundred men ; and probahlr 
about & thooeand of them nppeared round Boeton, under 
Nathaniel Greene. lie whb ouo of eight sons, bom near the 
Ifamgansett hay in Warwick. In that quiet sechuiion, Gor- 
ton and his followeni, untaught of univeruUe«, had ren^ooed 
on tlic highest questions of being. They had held that in 
America Clirhst was coming to his temple ; tliat outward cero 
monies, baptiftm aiid the cucliarist, iiud also kings and lords, 
bishops and chaplftins, were but camaJ ordinances, enre to have 
an end; that Luinimitj iniiKt coostnict ite churcli hy "tlie 
voice of the Son of God," the voice of reason and love. ITio 
&ther of Greene, descended from ancestry of this eehool, was 
at once an anchoreniith, a miller, a farmer, and, like Gorton, 
a preacher. The son cxeellcd in diligence and in manly Bjwrts. 
None of hie age oould wrestle or ekflto or run hotter than he, 
or ^tond before him as a neat ploughman and a e^kilfu) mo- 
chanie. 

Aided hy intelligent men of his own village or of New- 
port, he read Euclid, and learned to apply geometry to fliirvey- 
fng and navigation ; he ^died Watty's Logic, Locke on the 
Human Underatanding, pored over English versions of the 
Livee of Plutarch, the CommmtariiM of Cii-juir, and becamo 
^miliar with eome of ilie best English classics, especially 
Bkakcspearo and Milton. 

When the stamp act waa rcdatcd. he and hie brothers rallied 
at the drum-beat. Simple in hia taste*?, tcmpemto as a Spar- 
tan, and ft lover of order, he was indefatigable at study or at 
work. Ue married, and big home became the nlude of peace 
and hospitality. Uia neighltors looked up to him as an extraor- 
dinary man, and from 1T70 lie waff their representa.tive m the 
colonial legislature. lu 1773, be rode to Plainfield, in Con- 
necticut, to wilueai a grand iiiililary parade ; and the s])ectacle 
wa« for him a good oommentary on Shftrp's Military Guide. 
In 1774, in a coat and hat of the Quaker fashion, lie was seen 
Wfttchiug the exercise imd miina'uvrefl of the British troope at 
I Boston, where he bought of Ilcury Knox, a bookseller, treotiseB 
•on the art of war. 
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On the day of Lexington, Groeue, vho was then a captain, 
started to share in tlie wnfliot; lint, !)eing met I»y tiiling« of 
tbe rotrLnat of the Britisli, he went baek to take bis ^-st in itie 
Bbode Island legislature. He serred te & coramis^ioner to 
concert. milit;iry ]>litiit< with Conneeticnt ; and, wlieii in May 
tbe lihode lalajid brigade of fifteen hundred inen was enlisted, 
be was elected ite general, ^one mormnied at the adrance- 
mciit, v,-1ii<!li was dne to litd ability. 

On tlie twenty-third of April, the day after the diasolutiOD 
of the provincial congress of New York, the news from Lex- 
ington hurtft upoa the city. Though it was Sunday, tbe in- 
habitants speedily tinlotdcd two sloops which lay at the wharfs, 
laden with flour and supplies for the British at Boston, of the 
value of eighty thouiuuid pouiidfi. The next day Dartmouth's 
despatches arrived witli Lord Nortli's conciliatory resolve, and 
with lavish promises of favor. But tbe royal government lay 
hopelessly prostrate, Isaac Seaw concerted with John Lamb 
to Ktop all Tceaels going to Qiiuluc, Newfoundland, Geurgis, 
or Boston, whiTc British mtthority was still fiuprcine. The 
people shut up the customhouse, and the merchants whose 
Tcseels were cleared out ihin-d not let tlicm sail. 

In the following day» the military stores of the city of 
Kew York were secured, and volunteer oompaoies paraded in 
the atrceta. Small cannon wcro hnulcd from the city to King's 
Bridge ; churchmen as well as i'rci^byterianfi took up arms. 
As the old oouunittee of fifty-one lagged behind the zeal of 
tlte mnltitnde, on the first of May the people, at the oEUftl 
places of election, chose for the city and county a new genera] 
oommlttoe of one hundred, who " rcsulve<l In die most explicit 
manner to stand or fall with the liberty of the continent." AU 
parts of the colony were Buinmonetl tu send di-legates to a pro- 
vincial conventiiMi, to wliicb the city and county of New York 
deputed one-and-twenty as th«ir ropre«entativc?>. 

Eighty-throe mcmbuni of the new general committee met 
as flootl aa iliey were chown ; and, on the motion of John Murin 
Scott, seooiided by Alexander MaodougaU, an association was 
Bet on foot, engaging, by all the ties of religion, honor, and love 
of ooontry, to sabmit to oommittoes nnd to oongroas, to with- 
hold ropplios from British troops, and at the risk of lives ond 
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fortunes to repel every attempt nt Qiifonring taxation hj par* 
liajncuL Foitrtocii iii(>mbor6 of the New York aa»eiubl,\% uosfc 
of tliem supporters of the ministry, entreated Gcueial Gage to 
eeaise lioetilities till freisb orders could be received from the 
king, nnd especiftllv to land no militurj* force in ^ew Yorit, 
The royal council dospntched two agents to reprewnt to the 
ministry how eeverdy the raish conduct of tlie lumy at Boston 
had injured tlie frieudi of the king, while the Now York com- 
mittee thoB addressed the loixl mayor and corporation of I^o- 
doD, and through them the ]>eople of Great Britain : 

" Bom to tJio bright iiilieritanco of English freedom, the 
inhabitants of this extenave continent can never submit to 
alBves7. The disposal of their own property with perfect 
Spontaneity is their iudi:fcujsil}lo birtliright This they are 
determined to defend with tht.>ir blood, and traoafer to their 
poeterity. The present machiaationfl of arbitrary pow-er, if 
unremittedly pursued, will, by a fntal necessity, terminate in a 
difigolution of the cuipiro. This eoimtry will not be deooived 
by mea»urve conciliatory iu appearance. We L-heerfully sub- 
mit to a regulation of commerce bj the legidlaCure of the 
parent sUito, excluding in its nature every idea of taxation. 
"Wben OUT nuexampled grievances are rBdrBcused, our prince 
wit) find his American subjects testifying, by at. ample aids m 
their circunustaiiocs will ])ermit, the most unshaken fidelity to 
tlieir BOvorcigti. Aiiiuriua is grown »o irritable by oppression 
that the least shock in any x>art is, by the meet powerful sym- 
pfttlietic affection, instantaneously felt tlirough the whole con- 
tinent This city is as one man in the caiujc of Itlxirty. We 
speak the real sentiments of the confederated ootoniee, from 
Nova Scotio to Geoi^ia, when wc declare that all the hoirore 
of civil war will ucver compel America to submit to taxation 
by authority of imrliauient.^ The letter waa signed by the 
chairman and eighty-eight others of tim committee, of whom 
the finrt was John Jay. 

On the sixth the delates to the continentnl congreas from 

MaaBaeliaaettB and Coimecticut drew near. Along roadn which 

vere crowded aa if the whole mt^* had come out to meet them, 

they made their entry amid loud acehunatious, the ringing of 

bdb and every demonstration of sympathy. 
•nt. IT. — It 
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On Monday the delegadou from Mafiaacbasetta, witli a part 
of that of Xcw Vork, wcro escorted ucroea the Hudson rircr 
by two huiKlred of the militU onder amu, and three hundred 
citizens. Triuiuphal honors awaited them at Newark aod 
ElizabetbtowTi. The g<»vemor of New Jersey oould not con- 
ceal his chagrin ttiac Gago " had rislccd oommencing hos- 
tilities.'* On the eecond of May the Xew Jersey eommlttee 
of coirefpoodenoe called a [iruvInciiJ oongresa for the twenty* 
third at Trenton. To auticlpalje ibj inHnetwe, the governor 
eoDvened the regnlar aeeembly eight days earlier at BurliiigtoD, 
and loiil tieforo them the project of Loi-d North. The aascm- 
hly could M!u in tliu propoeition no avenue to reooaciliationf 
and deckred their intention to "abide by the united roice of 
ihc continental congress," 

Such, too, wa3 the spirit of Pennaylvama. "Let us not 
have it said of Philadelphia that she passed noble resolutions 
and neglected tjiem," were tlie words of Mifflin, youngest of 
the orators who on the twenty-fifth of April addressed the 
town-meeting called in that city on receiving the news frmn 
Lexington. TliouHands were pretient, and agreed '* to associate 
for the purpose of defaiding with arms their lives, thdr prop- 
erty, and liberty." Tltoma^ Paine from that day '* rejocteJ 
the tmWen Pliaraoh of the Britinh throne forever." Each 
towiisliip in Berka coimty reeolvod to niise and di*.*!iiUjiu ita 
company. The inliahitaiita of AVcstinorcland organiKcd tlicm* 
eelvee into rogimente. Keading formed a company of men 
who wore crape for a cockade, in token of son-ow fur tJie 
elanghter of their brethren. In Philadelphia, thirty compa- 
nies, with fifty to one hundred in each, daily practiced the 
manual excrcific of the moakct. One of them was raided from 
the Quakers; another, known ad '^tbe Old Mou'^" ooDstated 
of ahoat foorseore Gremun enugrants who had aervod in 
Europe. 

The Pemisylrania assembly, wluch met on the first day of 
May, rejecting the overtures of Iho goremor, " eonld form no 
prospect of lasting advantagM for PonnB^-lvanin. hut from a 
communication of rights and property with the other colonies." 
At H buiiqucb tltfi toant wm given : " A Rpvody and happy 
imio to tlic present disturbances ; " to which Cliarles I^iee, over- 
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actiug- hU part, respouded : ** A speedy and gcD^ral insorrco- 
tion in (Tivat BriUin and Irulnnd." On the liftk, Frauklin 
arrived after a voyngo over tlie smoothest eeaa, oiid the next 
nioniing was gpanimomly elected a deputy to the congress ; but 
the deleg:itioii, to which ThoiimH 'Willing aad Jamee Wilson 
were added, were etill instracted to combine, if possible, a 
redress of grievances with " union and harmonj between Qreat 
Britain, and the colouiea." WUbou waa one of the first in arms, 
and vras cU-ctod captnin of a company of Toluntcore. 

In Maryland, at the request of the colonels of militia, Eden, 
at Annapolis, gave up the arms and ammunition of tlio prov- 
ince to the freemen of the coonty. Plea&ed with Uia eoueee- 
BIOH} the provincial convention distinguished itself by its mod* 
oration ; and its delegates to congress determined to labor for 
a n?«oncilintion. 

In Virginia, on the eoeoud of May, at the cry from tei- 
ington, the independent company of Hanover and it« coun^ 
oommiltee wure ealled tf^thcr by Patrick Hemy. The eol* 
diere, most of them young men^ elected liira their cliicf, aud 
marched for WilUBiDBbarg, on the n'&y greatly increa»iig in 
nambem. 

Alarmed by tite "insurrections," Dunmorc convened the 
council, and in a proclamation of the third pretended that ho 
had removed the ammunition, lost it should be seized by slavo. 
Ueasago after meeeage could not arreet the march or change 
the purpose of Henry. I^y Dunmore retired to the Fowoy 
roan-of-Avar. At sunrise on the fourth the governor's raessen- 
gw met Ilenry at New Kent, aud, ag a compensation for the 
gnnpowdtir taken out of the nukgazine, paid him three htm- 
drod and tliirty pounds, for wliich he was to account to the 
convention of Virginia. The sum was found to be mora than 
the value of tho powder, and the next Virginia convention 
directed the cxcoss to be paid back. 

Two daj-a after the return of the volunteers Dunraore 
tasoed a proclamation against a " curtain Patrick Henry " and 
hia '* deluded followers;^' and secretly denounced blm to the 
ministry na " a man of desperate circumstances, who had been 
very active in exciting a spirit of revolt among tlie people for 
muLy yQOts past." But Louisa county, on the eighth, sent the 
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insnrgeats its thanks; on tho ninth, Spottnylviutia npproTed 
their prudent, firm, and spirited conduct ; and Orange county, 
in a letter Higiivd among otlicrs by the young and i>tudioua 
James Madison, a roc«nt graduate of Princeton college, de- 
clared : '* The blow struck in Maseacliusetta is a l)o«tili' Attack 
on. tbJB and every otlier colony, and a ynfBctent wamuit to use 
reprisal,*' 

Ou tlie eleventh, Patrick Henry set off for the eontioental 
vtmgeees. Amid Buluttvt and huzzas, a volunteer guard ac- 
companied him to the Morj-Luid side of tlie Potomac^ where, 
as diey eald farewell, tliey invoked God'a blemng on the 
champion of their *' dearest rights and libertie*." 

In twelve or thirteen days thu aieiMagu from Lexington 
woe borne to Newbem, in North Carolina, where it " wrought 
a great change." The governor, in his panic, ordered tlic can- 
ntHi in tho town to bo dismounted ; and, after a rcmum^traDce 
made in the name of the inhabitants by Abner ^'ash, *'the 
oracle of their committee and a ])rincipal promoter of sedi* 
tion," he fthipped hia wife to New York, and fled to Fort 
Johngton, where a sl(H>p-of-war liad its station. 

In South Carolina, Cliark'S Pinckney, on leaming the in- 
flexibility of parlimuent ui^tng power intmsted to him by the 
provincial ooiigress, appointL'rl n eommittec of five to pliioo the 
colony in a Btate of defence ; on the twenty-first of April, the 
■very uigbt after their oi;ganization, loen of Charle«toii, wiUiout 
diaguiwe, under their direction, Bcizod all the powder in the 
pablio magadnes, and removed eight hundred stand of arms 
and other military stores from the ro^-al arxeuaL The tidingti 
from Lexington induced the general committee to liaaton tho 
meeting of the pronncial coiigrcAis whose members, on the 
second of June, Uenry Laurens being their proaident, associ- 
ated themselves for defence against every foe ; " ready to hic- 
rifico their livc« and fortunes to secure her freic<loin and 
safety." They resolved to nam two regiments of infantry 
and n regiment of rangen. To this end, one hundred and 
forty thousand pounds sterling were Inoued in bills of credit, 
wliich for a year and a half did not fall in value. "We are 
ready to give freely lutlf or the whole of our cststen for the 
security of our liberties," was tlie nniver»d language. 
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Tbe militia officers threw up cbeir oommiadiODii Irum the 
royal governor, and snbinittwl to tlie orders of congrce?. A 
cotmcil of safety was charged with executive powcre. In the 
inidst of these proceedings Lord William Camplwll, their new 
governor, arrived, and the provincial congress thii& addressed 
him: "No last of independence has had the least influence 
upon our coansels; no euhjocts more sincerely diuire to testify 
their loyalty and affection. We deplore the mcaKuros, wluch, 
if persirfjnl in, luunt rend tho Britiali empira Tmsting the 
event (o I'l-o^idence, we prefer death to slavery." *'The peo- 
ple of CharleatOQ are as mad as they arc here in Boston," vaa 
the testiiuony of Qagc. 

The skirmifth at Lexington became known in Savannah on 
the tenth of Hay, imd added Georgia to the union. At that 
time ehe had about scvetiteen thoiiKind wliitc inliabitants and 
dftcen tlioueand Africans. Her militia was iiot lese than three 
thoHRand. Her frontier, wtiieh extended fmm Augusta to St. 
Mary'e, was threatened by the Creeks, witJi four thoB«ind war- 
riora; the Chickaaas, wirfi four hundred and SSty ; the Chero> 
kaes, with three thousand \ the Choctas, witli twenty-five Iiun* 
dred. But danger could not make her people hesitate. On 
the night of tlic eleventh. Noble Wimberley Jones, Joseph 
naherAliaiii, Ivlward Telfair, and others, Invkc opcD the king'fl 
magazine in the eaetern part of the city, and took from it over 
fire hundred pounds of powder. To the Boetou wanderers 
they sent sixty -throo barrels of rice and one hundred and 
twenty-two pounds in specie ; and they kept tho king's birth- 
day by raising a liberty-pole. '* A general rebellion tlirough- 
ont America is coming on suddenly and swiftly," reported Sir 
James Wright, the governor ; " matters will go to the utmost 
extremity." 

The great deed, which in the mean time was acliievcd in 
the North, was planned in Connecticut, and executed at her 
cost. Parsons, of that colony, on hia way to Hartford, croesing 
Arnold, who was bound for MaasachuMtte, obtained of him ao 
aoGoont of the atato of Ticouderoga, and tho great nnmbcr of 
Ua braas eannoD. At Hartford, on the tweaty-aerentb of April, 
Puwns, taking as his advison Samuel WyUys and Silas Define, 
with the assistance of three others projected the eaptnre of tbo 
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fort; and, without formally consultiDg the aswinblj or the 
governor and council, thoy, on their own roccipU, obtained 
monej from the public treasury', and od the twdnty-eigbth ecut 
forwiud Koah Fhelpe and Bt^mord Romans. The next day 
Captain £dward Mott, of Preston, chairman of the Connccti- 
cat committee, followed with tive aseociatee. Ethan Allen wsb 
enconniged by an express ineEueiiger to raise iugd ehie% in tlie 
New namprfiire Grants. On the morning of tlie finit of iCay 
the party, which had (i^wn to the number of gi rteen, left Salis- 
bury. At Pittwfield, in Massachiuotta, the Connecticut party 
were joined by John Brown, the young lawyer of Uiat village, 
by Colonel Jamea Easton, and by volunteers fnmi Berlishire. 
At Bunniiigton they found Ethan Allen, who sent the alarm 
throujvli tl]c hills and vallcya of Yormout; and on Snnday, the 
seventh of Uay. about one hundred Green Mountain Coys and 
sear tifty soldiers from Masaachusetts, onder tho conunaud of 
Easton, raltietl at Caatleton. Juet then arrived Arnold, with 
<mly one attendant Ho brought a oommisaon from the Mns- 
aachosetts oommitteo of safely, whioh yvus difiru'gBrdL-d ; and 
the men nnanimomOy elected Ethan Allen their chief. 

Ou the ninth the party arrived at OrweU. With the "ut- 
most ditltculty, a few boats were bmtiglit tt^tlier ; and ciglity- 
three men, croewing the lake witli Allen, landed near Tican< 
deroga. The boats were sent back for Seth Warner and the 
rcor-guard; but, if they wore Ui Iks wwted for, there could (>o 
no snriirisa The mt-n were therefore at once drawn np in 
three ranks; and, ae the first beanifl of morning broke upon 
tho mountain peak?, Altou addrc»i«d them : " I-'rienda and fi-l- 
low-fioldicFB, wo must this morning quit our pretensions to 
Tttlor, OT poaaeas ourselvea of tlm fortrew ; and, inuFmnch as it 
U a desperate attempt, I do not urge it on, contrary to wilL 
Tou that ^ntl undertake volnntjirily, poise yonr firelock." 

At the wwd, every lirolock was poised. **Faoe to the 
light 1 " cried Allen ; and, pUchig himself at tho b«id of the 
centre file, Arnold keeping emulou^ly at his side, h<> muruhod 
to the gate. It wns sliut, but the wicket was ojien. Tim sentry 
snapped a fiLil! at him. The Americans rushed into tho fort, 
darted upon the guards, and, raising the Indian %-nr-wlioop, 
soch aa had not been heard there since tho days of Muntcabu, 
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fanned on the parade in iiollon- sqtiare, to face each of tko bsr- 
nclcB. One of tke sentries, after wouuding an officer, aiid 
beio^ fttigliUj wounded liiiuself^ criud out for quarter, aiid 
allowed tliti M'ay to the apartment of tho commander. ''Come 
forth instantly, or I will eocrilice the whole gaTriA>n,'' cried 
Ethiui Allen fls be reached tlie door. At this, DeUplocc, tiio 
commander, came oat nndressed, witli his breeches in his hand. 
"Deliver to me tho fort insCantlv," gaid AUoo. *' Bj what 
anthori^ I " asked DeUplace. ^ In tho uaiue oi tho greiit Je- 
hovah, and the oontinental ooagreai ! " tuuiwered Allen. Dcla- 
place bugan to speak again, hot was peremptorily interrupted ; 
and, at itight of Alleo'S drawn eword near Im bvad, he gave up 
the garrison, ordering his moa lo ho paraded without arms. 
Thus Ticonderoga, w-htoh cost tho British nation eight millions 
sterling, a succeasion of campaigns, and many lives, was won in 
ten taiuututf by a fow undisciplined Tolonteon^ without the 
loM of life or limh. 

The AmericauA took with tlio fortre«i nearly fifty priaonersi, 
who, OS of riglit, were rant to Connecticut ; and they gained 
(me tbirteeii-inch mortar, moro than a hundred pieces of can- 
non, gwivels, BtoreK, and i^mall amw. To a detachment nndor 
Seth Warner, Crown Point, witli its garriHou of twelve men, 
aamaiderod upon the firrt gnmrnons. Anotlier party meeeeded 
in making a prisoner of Skene, a dangerous British agent ; and 
in getting poaseasion of Skenesborough, now known aa Wlilte- 
lull 

John Brown, of Pittarflold, was charged to carry to the con- 
tinratal coiigruiiH tho acajunt of tht; great aci^uLtition which 
inangnrated the day of its assembling. Meantime, nn^l its 
advice could be known, tlie l^;i8]ature of MaseachuMittts con- 
aidoring that the expedition b^:an in Connecticut, requested 
tho legiilaturc of that colony to take the conqucet nnder their 
sole direction and <»r&. 

The movement extended itself eastward to the borders of 
New England. The Canceanx, a king's slii[>, lay at onclior 
in Portland harbor ; on tho eleventh of May a party of sixQr 
men from Georgetown, too feeble to take the vessel, seized 
Mowat, it« captain, and two of his offioen, frtio chanced to be 
with him on shore. The officer left in oonmuDd of the ship 
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throatonod and oven begnn a bombardment of the tovra. At a 
l&tc hour Mowflt was rctcased for tbe nigbt. The desire for 
rereuge rankled in tiU veins, oiid infecttid the admiml of the 
station. 

To the harbor of Machias a Idng'B entter, the Maigaretta, 
convoyed two sloops, to be freighted with lumber for the army 
at Ronton, ftn Bimday, tlie eleventh of June, the patriot* of 
the town, aided by volnnteers fmm Mispecka and Pleasant 
River, seized the captain of the sloops "in the meeting-house," 
aiid ufCorward got poeecsejon of hit vcesula. The K[ai^it>tta 
did not lire on tJie town, but in the dusk of the evening fell 
down the liarbor, and tbe next morning proceeded on her voy- 
age. She was pursued by Captain Jeremiah O'ltrieo and forty 
men in one of tho captured sloop*, and by twenty otbere from 
Hachias iu a ftchooncr ; and, being a doll sailer, ehe was soon 
ovvrtaken. An obstbiato &ea-fighttook place; tbe captain of 
the cutter was mort-iJly wonnded and six of bis men wore hurt, 
when, after an hour's reeistance, tbe British flag was struck, for 
tbe first time on the ocean, to Amerieana. 

11)0 extension of hostilities to the sea bad, on tbe wveuth 
of Juiu'^ boon diaciu»cd iu tlio cougrera of MaaMchnsctts ; but 
it wa^ difiicnU for tbe colony to conceive it^lf in a state of 
war witb Great Britain. "A war has begun," wrote Joseph 
Warren, from the Maseachusette coiigrcaa ; " but I hope Brit- 
ain, after a full conviction both of our ability and reeolution to 
maintain our righ^ will act with wipdom ; tlm I most heartily 
wish, aa I feel a wanu affection still for tlio parent state." 
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THS uaxaoAN BETOLtrnoir euasatbs ntou the pboflb. 
Mat-Jolt 1775. 

TiiK ^^[Qsfiaclitiwtta ooagre8B,bj a svnit ship, sent to England 
a calm and Hccnrate statement of the evente of the nineteenth 
of April, fortilied by depoHtions, with a i-liai^ to Artiiiir liCC, 
their agent, to ^ro it tlio wideet circulation. Tlicso were 
their words to the inhabitants of Britain : " Brethren, we pro- 
fees to be loja! and dutiful eubjects, and, so hardlj dealt with 
SB we liave been, arc still ruady, with our livce and furtuuesi to 
defend the person, family, crown, and dipiiity of our royal 
aorereigu. Neverthelaw, t« tlie persecntion and tyranny of 
his oruel ministry we will not snbmit ; appealing to heaven for 
the justice of our came, we detennine to die or be free." 

The news from Lexington and f^oncord Biirprised London 
in the last days of May. Tlie people of England were sad- 
dened at the conflict, which they had been told never would 
come ; and were irresolute between national pride and sympathy 
«itb tlie straggle for Englitb liberties. *' The effects of General 
Gagf;*s attempt at Concord are fatal," eaid Dartmouth ; " tho 
happy moment of advantage i» toet." The condemnation of 
Gage wag anivcKal. llutchingon, the chief mieleader of the 
government, rainly strove to hide his dejcctioD. He ce&eed. 
to bo consulted and Bunk into insigaijicancc. 

The Fi-eneh legation in London took notice that the resist- 
ance of the nineteenth of April was made with a full knowl- 
edge of the Icing's answer to the address of the two houses 
of [rarliament, pledging lives and foitnnes for the reduction 
of America. " The Americana," wrote Gamier to Vcrgennes, 
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"di8i)lay in tlitar condact, ami even in tlidr errors, more 
Uiouffbt than euthosiasni ; they have shonn ia eucct^sion (hat 
tiioy kuow how to argue, to negotiate, and to :fighL'^ 

iimy iKiople ia Biiglond wuits from thut moment convinced 
diit the AnttiricaiLB could not be rodnctd, and ctiat England 
must concede their independence. The British force, if dmvm 
together, could hold but a lew inBukted points ; if diatributod, 
TToald bo continually liarasBed and destroyed in det^ 

An inhabitant of London, after reading uioniiug |iraycrs 
in liig family as usual, closed the boot widi a face of grief, and 
to hi« children, of whom Siminel Rogers the poot nrw one, told * 
the «ad tale '' of the murder of their American bretlirifu." 

The recorder of Loudon put on a full Huit of mourning, < 
tod, being asked if he had loat a relative, answered: *' Yea, 
many brothers at Lexington and Concord." 

Gtimviilo Sharp, who held a lucrative plaoo in tlie ordnance * 
department, declined to take part in sending etoree to America, 
and after some delay threw up bis office. 

CarlotoQ at Quebec was attended as an aide^docanip by 
Chatluun's eldest eon. Sut it was impossible for the o&priug 
of the elder Pitt to dntw bis Ewoni against the Americans ; 
and his resignation was offered as soon as it could be done 
without a wound to his cltaracter as a soldier. Keantime, 
Carleton had eont him borne as a bonrer of despatches. 

AdminU ICeppt^l, one of the moit popular officers in tlie ' 
BritUh navy, was ready to eerve against the ancient cnomioe 
of Kngland, bat aaked not to be otnpIoyfNi in America. Of 
tlie same mind wbm Jolin Cartwrigbt, niterwanl au widely t 
known as a pure and consistent political reformer. 

Ten days before the news arrived, Lord Edlngham, finding ' 
that his regiment wha intended for America, renounced Uic 
profeasion wliich he loved, as tlie only means of eecaping the 
obligation of fitting against the cau^ of freedom. For 
this resignation the Common Hall of XA)adon th<mkt:d him 
poblicly as "a tme EngliBhman;" and the guild of mei^ 
chants in Dublin addree^ed hun in the strongest yvonii of ap> 
probntion. 

The eoeiety for constitutional information, after a special 
meeting on the oeventh of Jone, raised a hundred puanda, " to 
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be applied," siiid they, " to the relief of the widows, orijhans, 
and s^ed piuents of onr beloved AmoHcAiL feUow-«ubjec!t8, 
whoj faithful to the character of Englisliinea, preferring death 
to sJarcry, were, for that rcsAon only, inhuni&nly mutxlered by 
tlic king's tniDps at Lexington and Concord." Otlier Biiing 
were ndded; and an account of what bad been done was laid 
before the world by Home Toobe in the " Public Aelvei-tiser." 
For this publication, three priutoif) wero fined one handred 
pounds each ; and llonie was pureued imrelentingly by Thui^ 
low, till in a later year he was convicted before I»rd IfanHfield 
0(f a libel, tined two hundred poands» and imprisoned fw 
twolpc montliB. Thurlow oven asked tlie judge to pani«h him 
with the pillory. 

John Wwley tlioiigbt tJint Bilence on Wfl part would be a 
sin oj^aimt God, his country, and bis own eoul ; and. waiting 
but one day, he wrote Beverally to Dartmoutli and to Lord 
North : " I am a high cburchman, the eon of a high church- 
man, bred up from my childhood In the hlgheat nollons of 
pOBBivc oljcdicuco and noii-rcsistiLnco ; nnd yet, in Kpite of all, 
ray long-rooted prejudices, I cannot avoid thinking these, an. 
oppreewd people, asked for nothing more tliaii tlunr legal 
right«, and tluiX in the most modest and inoffensive manaer' 
that the nature of the thing would allow. But waiving this, 
I ask : Is it common sense to nse force toward the Americans if 
Whatever haa been affirmed, these men will not be frightened, 
and they will not \m conquered easily. Some of our valiant 
officers say: 'Two thousand men will clesr America of tlicse 
reljels.' No : nor twenty thou«and, be th^ rebels or not, nor 
perhaps treble that nmuber. They are strong ; they are val- 
iant ; they arc one and all entlniniastJi ; enthuitiastH for litterty ; 
calm, dolibemte enthufiiitsts. In a short time they will nnder^ 
stand discipline as well as their aeaailanta. 

"But you are informed, 'they are divided among them- 
selves.' So was poor Rehoboam informed concerning the ten 
tribe* ; so was Philip infonmil c^inctrning the people of the 
NethurlaiKU. No: tlioy are terribly united ; they think they 
are contending for their wives, cldldren, and libertr. Their 
auppUd^ are at hand ; ours are three tbonsaDd milcn nH. Are 
we able to conqnor the Americans, suppose they arc left to 
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UicDiselrea i We are not sure of tbb ; nor are we snre that all 
our neigliliore will stand Btock-etill." 

On tliu twuutjr-fouttli tlic cttizcnt> of London desired the 
king to coasidor tlie Qtn&tion of tLo English j>ooplo, " who had 
nothing to expect from America bnt gazettes of hlood, and 
mntnAl iisis of their eluiightered fellow-eabjects ; " and again 
tliey praycMl for the dissolution of parliament, and a dismi^aom 
forever of the preeeut miuistets. Ab he refueed to receive 
thia address on the throne, it wan never presentod ; but it waA 
entered in the books of the city and published midcr it« au- 
thority. The request was timely ; there was no chauoc for 
peace except tlie minist«:r8 shtndd retire, and leave Chatham to 
be iiistalled aa conciliator; but the stubborn king, whatever 
might happen, was resolved not to change his govenuuent 
There cxiated no settled plnn, no reasonable project ; the con- 
duct of the admiiiititrutiou Imrtlly lo^ikud Imyond the day; and 
67617 qnestion of foreign pohcy was, for the moment, nude 
subordinate to tluit of the reduction of the rebel?- The 
onforcoraent of the treaty of Paris respecting Dunkirk was 
treated m a small matter. The coinplainte of Franoe for the 
wrongs ber tishermon hod suffered, nud the curtnilment t>f her 
Iioundary in tlie fisheries of Newfoundland, were utt*'iv<l with 
vehemence, received witli suavity, and recognised a» valid. 

On the evening of the fourteenth th« cabinet miniatera 
aaaembted in very bad humor. Some of liOrd North's col- 
leagaen threw all the blame on big too great lenity ; one and 
another said: "There is no receding." The most active per- 
eon at the meeting was Sandwich, who had tiecn specially mm- 
monetl : a man of talcntx, greedy alike of glory and of money, 
unfit to lead, madly bent on coercion. 

At the North, the king " relied upon the attachment of his 
faithful alliee, the Six Nations of Indiana." The order to en- 
gage them was aent in his name directly to the Indian agent, 
Gny Johnson, whoso functions were made independent of the 
too scrupulous Carleton. " Lose no time," it was said ; " induce 
thorn to take up the hatehet against his majenty'B rebellions 
subjects in .\raerica. It is a serviee of verygreit importance ; 
failnottoexerteveryeflortthatmayteiid to accomplish it; use 
the utmost diligence and activity." It was tlie opinion at court 
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that " the next word from Boeton wonld be of some IitciIt ao 
tion, for General Gage would wiah to make Bare of I ii» revenge." 

The svmpatliy for America re«ched the king'* owu brother, 
the weak but omiablo duke of Gloucefitor. In Jalj he crossed 
the channel, with the view to mfpect the citadels alon^ the 
eaetcm frontier of France. When he left Dover, nothing had 
bcea heard from America later than the retreat of the British 
from Concord, ood the surpriso at Ticondcroga. Metz, the 
Btnin^Bt ])la(?e on Uio east of France, waa a particniar object 
of his jounicy ; and, a» \m totir wns mode with the sanctirai of 
Louis XVI., bo was received there by the Count de BrogUe as 
the guest of the king. Among the visitors on tlie occision 
came a jroang man not }'et eighteen, whom De Broglie lovt^ 
with parental tendemees, Gilbert Motier tie h Favecte. His 
fatliLT had faJIcu in his tweuLy-lifth year, in the huttlt- of Kio- 
den, leaving his onlj- cliild h\ss tlian two jearti oW. The boyiah 
dreams of tlic ori)!ifui luu) been of glory and of liberty ; at the 
oollcge in Paria, at tlie academy of VerMultcs, no studica charmed 
him like tulca of ropnblice ; though rich by iidieritanees and 
married at sixteen, he was hanntod hj a paraion for roring tho 
vorid as an adventurer to strike a blow for fame and freedom. 
A gnc«t at the baiitiuct in honor of the duke of Gloucester, he 
listened with avidity to an authentic version of the uprising of 
the New England husbandmcD. Keality had now brought be- 
fore him eomcthing more wonderful than hia brightest visions; 
the youthfid nation, insurgent agninst oppreestou and fighting 
for the right to govern it«clf, took poAMenoo of hia iinn^na- 
ti«i, and bc^fore he left the table the men of Lexington and 
Concord )iad won for America a volimtcer in lAfajette, 

In Paris, wite, pliiloeophcrfi, and coffeo-honso politicians 
were all to a man warm Americans, considering tliem as a 
brava people, etmggling for natural rights, and endeavoring to 
rofcue those rights from wanton violence ; and that, having no 
representatives in parliament, they could owe no obedience 
to British laws. This argument they turned in all iU different 
shapes and faehioned into general theories. 

Frrtin tho busy oorrfspondcnce with the French embassy 
at London, Veif^nee saw clearly the dclnf<ioii of the British 
ministiT In persuading themselves that the Ammcotis would 
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Gocm Eire ; or tliat tlieu' superiority on the ocein was eufficieot to 
reduce colnuie^i, wliicli could so well provide mthin themselves 
for their waoU. Frauklin, uho took witli hitii a thorough 
knowledge uf the resoorcoa of Oreat Britain and was known to 
be more zealous than ever, enjojed tttVereaillca tJie rcjuitiition 
of being endowed with the qualities that fitted him to create a 
firoe imtion, and became the most celebrated among men. Vet 
Yci^iines wrote with forvcaet; "The spirit of revolt, wherever 
it breaks out, is idwajs a troublesome example. Moral mala- 
dies, as well as those of tlie iili^'sical system, can become con* 
tagioa& "We must be on our gtinrd, that the independence 
which produces so temblo an explosion in North Ajncrica ruaj 
not coiumunieate itself to points that iutercet ns. TTe long 
ago made up our own uilnd to the n»ults whieli are now ob- 
served ; we SAW with regret that the cri&iii was drawing near; 
we have a presentiment that it ma/ be followed by more ex- 
tcuaire conue<(uenceti. We do not dittgnise from ountclves tlie 
aberratious which enthudasm can encouriige, and which fanati- 
cism can effectuate." 

Louis XVX was pcrsuodod to send on cmisear)' to America 
to watch the progress of the rerolution. This could beet bo 
done from England ; and the embassy at London, as cai-Iy as 
the tenth of July, began its preliminar>' inquirice. *' Eng- 
land,'' suel) was the substanoe of itd numerous reports to Ver- 
genne«, *' is in a podtion frcon wliieli she never can e;:tri<:atc 
herself. Either all rules are false or the Americans will never 
again consent to become her Kubjectsu'* 

On the tenth of May J775, a few houre after the suiren* 
der of Ticonderoga, the second continental congress met at 
Phitadelpliia. Among the delegates appeared Franklin and 
Samuel Adams ; John Adjtuis and Washington and Rtcltard 
Hcurj- Leo; soon joined by Patrick Henry, and by George 
Clinton, Jay, and the younger Roburt R. Livingston of New 
York. 

They formed no confederw^ ; they were not an executive 
govcnuiieut ; they wuro not oven a legislative body ; but only^ 
committees from twelve colonies, dopatod to consult on tot 
ureo of conciliation, with no means of reaistanco to oppreesic 
beyond n volimtary agreement to suspend importations fnx 
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Great Britain. They owed Uie lixll for their fieesiona to tbe 
conrtcey of the carpenters of the city ; there vaa uot a foot of 
hud over which tbi>y had jurigdiction ; and they hud not pow- 
cr to appoint one civil oSioor to oxecute their dc-oi^oas. Nor 
vroB oDo soldier eiiUuted nur one officer tiommiatiinncd in tlieir 
name. Tbey had no treasnry, and no anthority to lay a tax or 
to borrow money. They had been elected, in part at least, 
by bodie<< which had no recognised legal existence ; they were 
intrnated with no powen hut tlioee of couneel ; most of them 
were held back by explicit or implied inetractions; and tliey 
repreecntod nothing more solid than the oufonncd opinion of 
AD unformed people. They were encountered by the decision 
of parliament to enforce its authority, by tbe kia^'a rcfaaal 
to act ae a mediator, and the actual outbreak of civil war, Tbe 
vatera had ri«cn; the old roads were obliterated; and they 
most strike out a new path for themselves and for the coq> 
tincnt 

The osigoncy demanded the instant formation of one great 
oommonwealth, and the dut-lamlion uf iiide[i(;iidcnce. " They \ 
are in rebellion," said Edmund liorke, " and have done so much ( 
m to nec&isitatc- thorn to do a great dt-al more." rnd(>pendence 
had long Iwi-n tli« desire of Samuel Adams, and was already 
tlie reluctant choice of Franklin and of John Adams, from a 
conviction that it could not ultuuately bo avoided ; bnt ita im- 
mediate dccliinitiun wa3 not possible. Tlie consciouanese that 
there existed a united nation waa a natural and inevitable, but 
aUo a alow and gradual rt]>euing of the Anieriean mint]. Hatr 
aitchasettfi mi}i;ht have comu to a result 'nitli a ehort time for 
reflection ; but congrees mnat respect thirteen dietinct orgoniair 
tiona of men, of whom one fifth had for their mother tongue 
Bome other language than the Engtieb, and wait for the juet 
•oluUon from a sentiment superior to race and langnnge. 

The Amerieans were persuaded that th^ were »et apart 
for the great duty of ostablisbing freedom in tbe New World, 
and Betting up an cxautple to the Old ; yet, by tbe side of 
this creative imjiulse, tbe love of tbe mother country lay 
deeply seated in the descendants of British anccetrj-, and 
this love waa strongest in the province where tbe oolUsion had 
began. 
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Tho pureut luiid which tlicj- luvcd vr&i an ideal Englaad, 
preeerring as its essential charactor, throngh all ftcc-idents of 
time and Qv&ry despotic tendency of a transient minUtr^r, Uie 
unctian^ng nttacUment to liberty. Of such an England the 
oongreea cberislied the langoage, the kvra, and the ]ieopIe ; mid 
they would not bo caaly pereuaded that indepondeuee of her 
was the only mode ot praoerviug tbi^ir iulierihMl rights. They 
came together thus undecided, and they long remained un- 
decided. They atniggled against every forward movement, 
and made none but by compuUIon. Not by any preconceived 
purpo^, bnt by tliu uahind suooeesiou of oveiita wliidi they 
oould not have avoided, it became their office to inaugurate a 
union and constitute a uation. 

On tlic elercutb of May they listened to the narrative of 
the deads of tlio nineteenth of April and their conseq.uenceft, 
and the approval of the conduct of 31assa«hnaetta was nuani- 
rnons. But, a^ that province entreated dircetion not Icee than 
uai&tanco, the eubjcct was approached with reserve. 

On the tliirteeiitli, Lyinaii llaJI jtrtfeiented himself aa a dole. 
gate for the parish of St. John's in Georgia, and wa£ gUdly 
■dmitted witli the right to vote, except when the cjueeition 
Bhonld be token by colonies. 

The first important decision of eongreBs related to New 
Yoorlc. The city and coimty on tlie fifteentli asked how to 
conduct themselves with r^ard to the regiments which were 
knon-n to be under orders to that place ; and, with the sanction 
of Jay and hia collcagnea, they were iuatnicted not to opjxiee 
their landing, but not to suSer tliem to erect fortiBcation:^ ; to 
act on the defensive, but, for the protection of the iulutbilauts 
oud their property, to rejKl forco by foroo. Indeed, no rneonfl 
wcro at hand to prevent the disembarkation of the BritiBh regi- 
ments. AH parties) tacitly agreed to av«id eveir decision 
which should invito attack or make reconciliation impO!<>^ible. 
In confonuity witb this policy, Jay made the motion for a 
aeoond potiiiou to the king. 

On tJie eighteenth, congress received the new« of the 
capture of Ticonden^ ; hut an yet they did not harlwr the 
thooght of invading Cannula. For many dayK the Ktate of the 
nnion engaged congress In a committee of the whole. The 
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bolder minds welcomed the fendency toward an entire M.-para> 
tion from BrtUuu. Tlie decieion appcurcd for a cimu to rest 
ou South Curoliua; and the diJugatcb from that prorince ap- 
proved the propoeal of Jay. 

Boston was eo strictly boleagnered that it wafl only from 
the uUnds in and near the harbor that fodder, or straw, or 
iiesh meat could be obtained for the British army. On th« 
twcnty-Srst, about eunrise, it <xa& discovered tliat tJicy were 
attomptiug to oooure the hay on Grape island. Throo alarm 
genu were fired; the drums beat to ftmu; the bells of Wey- 
month and Bralntree were set a-ringing ; and men of Wey- 
mooth, Braiiitrcc, Hingham, and otlicr places, swanned to the 
tea-eide. TrVan-nn, ever tiie bravest ani<»)g the brave, waa 
among ttiem. The Americans drove off the English, and set 
fire to the hny. 

Ou thu twenty-fifth, Uowc, C'Uuton, and Buigoync arrived 
with re-enforcements. They broaght angling-rod^ and ex- 
pected a friendly reception ; they found themselves pent op in 
a narrow peninatiln m cnemiw. 

On the second day after their arrival twenty or thirty 

Americans paseed under their eyes from Cliebiea to TTog i»I- 

, snd and thence to "East Boston, and drove off or destroyed a 

|:great deal of stock. A schooner and & sloop^ followed by a 

f party of luarincs in boats, were e«ut from tliu Brititdi gqiuidron 

^to arrest them. Tlio Americans retreated to Hog iel^uid, and 

|: cleared it of more than three hundred aheep, besides cows and 

They then drcn* up on Chelsea neck, and by nine in 

^Ae evening received re-euforcemouta, with two «mall four- 

[poondcts. With Putnam in command and Warren present, 

they kept np the fight till eleven, when the British, abaudon- 

ring the scliooner, witlidrew. The next morning at daybreak 

Litwu boarded by the provincials, who carried off four fonr- 

poundcrs and twelve awiveli;,, and then set it on fire. The 

£uglish lost Iwoniy killed and fifty wounded ; of the provin- 

I dale, four only were wounded, and thotte slightly. 

Encouraged by these soceessee, the if ew Englandens stripped 
every hdand between Chelsea and Point Alderton of cattle and 
forage. 

On the northern frontier, the poaieeBoa of Ticonduruga 
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and Crown Point etinmlated tlio eiiter|)riso of the i>ettler8 of 
Vermont, A schooner, eailod for the occasion Liljcrty, was 
manned and armed ; and Arnold, who had been at ecu, took the 
command. "With a fresh soiitlierl/ vnndy he paKEcd tip Lake 
Cliainplaio ; early on the morning of the eighteenth, at the 
head of H party iu boats, he eurprised a sergeant and twelve 
men, and captiirwl thorn, lich- arina, two semoeable braas field- 
pieoeit, and a Gritieh eloop whh-li \ay in the barhcjr of St. John's, 
In about an hour the wind suddenly eLiftod ; and, with a Btrong 
breeze from tlie north, Aniohl returned with hie prizes. 

On the rumor that congress thought of tho aliondonminit of 
Tioondcroga the foresters weet of the Green Hoantaius unani- 
moufily raiJsod a load protest ** Five liimdred families," wrote 
Arnold. " would be left at the mercy of Hie kiiigV Iroojw and 
tlie Indians.'' The Maaaaohueettfi cougrese remonstrated, while 
Connewticut, with the consent of New York, onlered one ihou- 
Bond of her sons to march as speedily as possibk to the de- 
fence of t!io two fortreases. The coniniand of Lake Cham- 
plnin was the best security agaiitiit an attiick frnin red men and 
Canadians. CarleCon, the gorcmor of Canada, was using his 
utmost efforts to form a bt)dy capable of protecting the prov- 
ince. Officers from the French Canadian nobilit_v ivt-rc taken 
into pay ; the tribes nearest the English eettlenicnts wore 
tampered with; in north-wi-stom Xow York, Qny Johnson 
■was insulating the settlers in Clierry Vallej', winninjij the favor 
of the Six ^Nations, and dnfrntg the Tiiagi«tratc8 of Schenectady 
and Albany; while La Come Saint-Loc, the old French en- 
pcnntondent of tbo Indians of Canada, a man who joined re- 
fleotive malice to remonetees cruelty, ecnt belts to the northern 
tribes as far as the falls of St. Maiy and ^chtlinrnckinao. 

Beyond the AUcghanies a commonwealth was ridng on 
the banks of the Kentucky river; and the principles on which 
it w:!S fonned were those of self -dependence. 

llenderson and his aseociate^ had, during the winter, no- 
gotiatod a treaty with tho ClH<rokoes for tho land between 
the Ohio, tlio Cttmberiaod Momituu8,the Cumberland river, 
and the Kentucky river ; on tlie seventeenth of March they 
received their deed. To this torritoiy Daniel Boono, with a 
body of enterprising companions, proceeded at onoe to mark 
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out a path np Powcirs valley, and through muuiituixui and 
canebiukes buyond. Ou tlio twcntj-lifth u£ the eame month 
tliey were waylaid by Indians, who killed two men aiid wounded 
another very severely. Two days later the savages killixl aad 
scalped two more. " Now,*' wrote Daniel Boone, "i* the tiuio 
to keop the country while we ai-o in it. If wo give way now, 
it will ever 1)0 the case ; " and ho pressed forward to tlie Ken- 
tuclcy river. There, on tlie lintt of April, at tlie distance of 
abont sixty yards from its west bank, near tlie mouth of Otter 
creek, he befpn a stockade fort, which took the niinie of 
Booneshorough. ThefoimderB of the colony rested their titles 
to llicir lands on occupancy ajid a duud from head warriors 
of the Cherokees. The commonweaitli of Kentucky, which its 
fathers at firet nuiaed Tranfiylvania, began with iDdependenco. 
Richard Calloway wob one of it« e*rly msirtyrs. In the town 
of St. ABai)U resided John Floyd, a surveyor, who emigrated 
frcm souUi'weatern Yir^uia ; an able writer, rrapeoted for his 
ooltnre ; of innate good-breeding ; ready to defend tlie weak ; to 
follow the trail of the aavu^ ; heedless of his own life, if he 
oonld recover women and cliildren who had been made captive ; 
deeiined to do good eervice, and survive the dangers of western 
life till American independence Hlionld be fought for and won. 
At Doiling Spring lived James Ilarrod, the same who, in 
1774, had led a ]>arty of forty-one to Ilan-odBbnrg, and daring 
the summer of that year had built the first log-cabin in Ken- 
tucky ; a tall and resolute backwoodsman ; onlettered, bat not 
iguorant; intrepid, yet gentle; revered for cnorgj- and for be- 
novoleoce; alwuyK caring for others, u a father, brother, and 
protector; unsparing of Uimsclf; never weary of kiud oflkoe 
to tboM around him ; the first to porsoe a etray hor&e, or to 
go to the rescno of pri^onen; himEelf a skilful hunter, for 
whom the ritle liad a companionship and the wildernc^ a 
cborm ; so that tn age hia delight waA in escundons to the dis- 
tant range of the receding bnifaloe>t, till at last he plunged into 
the remote forcKt, and wad never lieard of mure. 

The state, now that it has beoome great and populone, hon- 

■ on the memory of Boone, the eimple-hearted man, who U beet 

' Imown a» itH pioneer. He v^ kindly in Iuk natun>, and norer 

wronged a human being, not even a red man. " I witli othere 
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bare fouglit Indians," lie would Hay, " but I do not kuow thai 
I CTCr killed one; if I did, it vtan in bitttk-, and I ucver knew 
it" He vfaa no )iat«r of them, and Dever desired their cxter 
mination. In woodcraft he was acknowledged to be tho ftret 
among men. It was in his natnre to love U> hover on the 
frontier, with no abiding place, aoocmipanied by tho wife of 
Lis jouih, who was the compunioD of his long life and travel. 
"VTheu at last death put tliem both to reet, Kontiicky reclaimed 
their bonea from their graves far np the Mi8K>iiri, and now they 
lie buried above the clife of the Kentucky river, overlooking 
tlic lovely valloy of tho capital of that commonwealth. Around 
them are emblema of wildemees life ; the turf of the blue graae 
lies lightly above them ; and they are laid with their faces turned 
npward and wcelward, and their foet toward the setting son. 

A liko epirit of iudependcnoe prevailed in the highlands 
which hold the head-springs of the Yadkin and tho Catawba. 
The region was peopled chiefly by FresbyteriauB of Scotch- 
Irish descent, who brought to the New World the erced, the 
Bpirit of resistance, and the courage of the ctivenaiiters. 

The people of the county of Meekleuburg had cnrefuUy 
ohsnnred the pro^^rosB of the contniveniy with Britain ; :ui<l, 
daring the wintar, politica] meetings hajd repeatedly been held 
in Charlotte. That town had been chosen for the Beat of tho 
PrcsbyTiTiiui college', which tho Icginhitiire of North Carolina 
hwl chartered, but which the king had disallowctl ; and it waa 
the centre of the cnlturc of that part of the province. The 
nuintter of bouacH in the villiign weld not mure than twenty ; 
but the district whs already well ecttled by herdsmen who lived 
apart on their farms. In May 1775, they received tho ad- 
dresH to the king of tho preoodinj; February, in which both 
houses of parliament declared the American colonies to bo in a 
state of rebellion. ThiB was to them ervideuoe tliat tho rriais in 
American affaire was come, and they proposefJ among them- 
solves to abrogate all dependence on the royal authority. But 
tlie militia companies wareawom to allegiance; and "how," it 
was objected, "can wo be abeolved from our oathi" "The 
oath," it waa answered, " binds only while the king protect*!." 
At tho instance of Thomas Polk, the commander of the militia 
of the county, two delegates from each company were called 
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togctliur in Oliarlotte, as a representative committee. Before 
tbeir coneultatioiiH had ended* tbemeesa^of tliu iuiiocent lilood 
Bbcd at LexingtoD como up {rom Charleeton, und inttanred their 
ZOaL Xhcy vere impatient that tbcir remoteneefi forbade their 
direct activity ; had it been poesible, they vonld have sent a 
hundred bulluuks from their tields to the poor of Boston. No 
minutes of tbo committee are known to exist, but the reeult of 
tlioir dtiUberatioDS, fi'omod with esuperior skill, precision, and 
comprelieiisivenees, ruinaius ok a monantent of theirwiedom and 
their courage. Among Hie del^iates to that memorable assem- 
blj was Kphraim Brevard, one of a numeroua familj' of patriot 
brotlioni, himself in the end a mart^T to the public can^e, 
Traine<l in the (.^jlltgo at Princeton, ri}>ened among the brave 
Freebjlerians of middle Carolina, he digeated the eiyetem which 
wa& Uicu adopted, and which formed in oflect a declaration of 
indujmudcucu, a& well a« a eyistein of govcniinenU " All lavs 
and conunisaiona confirmed by or derived from the anthority 
of tlio king or ]iartianient," Bnoh are the well-considered vords 
of tl)c80 daring Rtatesmcn, " aro anniillod and vacated ; all cem- 
ndSiiions, civil and military, heretofore granted by the crowQ 
to be exercised in tlie colonies, are void ; the proviucixJ con- 
groas of each province, under the direotion of the great conti- 
nental congre««, U invedted with all I^sUtJve and executive 
powort) within the rcttpec^tivi; provineea, and no other legiata* 
tive or esecntive power does or can exist at tliis time in any 
part of these coloniee. As all former Uwa are now suspended 
in this province, and Uio tiongruv has not yet ]>rovided others, 
we judge it necessary, for tlie better pr^ervation of good order, 
to form certain rules and regulations for the internal govern- 
mont of tltis country, until lawi shall be provided for ns by 
tho coDgrees." 

In acoorduoce with these principles, the freemen of the 
county formed themselves into nine military companies, elect- 
ing their own ottioers. The tenure alike uf military and civil 
offieera was " the pleasure of tbeir eevenJ coostitncnts." AD 
public and county taxes, all quit-rents to the crown, were gc- 
qneetere<l ; and it was voted that {wraous receiring new com- 
minious from the Icing, or exercising old ones, thoold be dealt 
with as enemies of the coontry. 



198 



AMERICA ARSIS FOB SELF-DEFENCE, tf. w.; oa. in. 



The resolves were to bo enforced till the provincial coa- 
grees eliould otlicrwiito orditin, ur tlio Britldb parliaaicut rc^i^ 
its arbitrarj' preltnaiona with respect to America. At the 
same time, tlie uiilitia compauiee were directed to provide 
tbemeelves prith arms; and Thomas Polk and Joseph Kenedy 
were appointed to purdiaee flints, lead, and powder. 

Ou the thirty-firet of May the resoludonB were signed by 
Breviird a^ clerk of the coitiiuitteo, and were adopted by tlie 
people with the enthusliwm whicli himngs from the oouibined 
Influence of religion and the lore of civil liberty. The resolves 
wore tranfiinittfil with all speed to be prluted 'm Cljarlestoii ; 
they startled the govurrjore of Georgia and North Carolina, 
Tho forwarded them to tlie liritieh gOTcrrnnent An authen- 
tic copy of the resolves was deepatehed by order of tho con- 
Tontion to the continental congress, that the world might Imow 
their authors had renounced their allegiance to the king of 
Great Britain, and constituted a government for themselves. 

The messenger stopped on liia way at Sallsbory ; and there, 
to a crowd round the court-house, the roeolves were read and 
approved. The western counties were the most pojnilouB jiart 
of North Carolina; and the royal governor had writtL-u: "I 
have no doubt tlmt I might oommatid dieir betit Aervioeti nt a 
word on any emergency. I consider I have the raeane in my 
own hands to maintain the sovereignty of this country to tny 
Toyal mast«T in all events." And yet he watt obliged to tnui»- 
mit the resohiUons of Mecklenburg, which he dtvcribcil ns 
"mofit traitorously declaring the entire dissolution of the lawe 
and constitotiou, and netting up a ey^tem of rule and regukr 
tioD subrcrsive of his majeety'a govermuent." 
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CHAPTER Xin. 



UASBACBUSETTS XBm FOS C1»>BCK WA3SIH0T0N A3 COKMAilDEK- 

IW-CHIEir. 

MiY-Jtma 17, 1775. 

TTjinA.ppT it Iflf'^-Baid WaBlungton,^ to reflect tliat a brotli- 
fir's snronl has been slieatlieiJ in a brotlieT*g breast, and that tbe 
Dooe Iiappy and peaceful plains of America are either to be 
dreaclied with blood or iiiliabitcd bv abires. Sod alternative! 
Bnt can a virtiuiu» man iitjsitato in his clioice ! ** He foresaw 
the long contest wliich was to precede the eucceaefuJ vindicar 
tioD of tbe lil>vrtiuu of Aincrieu ; luid from the &vt Lo avowed 
to his friends " his full intention to devote bis life and for- 
tone" to the cause. To mark tbe necceei^ of immediate 
prepmtioQ for war, he wore m congrc3» hia uniform u on 
officer. 

Fnuikliii, who knew with certainty that every method of 
peaoefaL entreaty had be«n cxhnuRtod, reproved irrctKiliitcnees 
and delay. " Make yoa]'a)Ivi:?8 sboop," be would say, *'aad tlje 
wolves wUl eat yon ; ** and again, " God helps them who help 
themjBelve* ; " adding, hopefally: "United, we are well able 
to repel force by force." Thus '' be eucouraged the revoln* 
tiou," yet wishing for tndc|>cndenoc as the spontaneous action 
of a anited people. Tlie people of the oontaneiit, now tliat 
independence waa become incTitable, etUl longed that the ne- 
ceeaity for it might poM by. 

In tbit« state of things Dickinson seconded the motion of 
Jay for one more petition to the king ; but his determination 
to sustain MassaebuMtts was never in donbt. He did not ask 
merely relief ^m parliamentary taxation; he ioBisted on 
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security against the ericroacliments of parliament oa cbortor^i 
and laws eo distinctly and tirmly tltai Somuct Adams pro- 
nounced the Farmer a tlioroagh Uostonian. 

On tlie twcnty-fourtli, tliu elwiir of the president becoming 
Tocant 1>7 tbe departure nf Peyti>n Randolpli, John Hancock 
of Maffiacbnsette was elected onanimoualj in bis stead; aad 
Horrisen of Virginia conducted bim to tlie eliair, eaying: 
"Wo will show Britain bow mueh we value her proscrip- 
tions;" for Uie proscription of Samuel Adams and Hancock 
bad long been known, though it had not yet Iteeu ])roclainiecL 
On the twentj"-fiftli directions were given to the provincial 
eongress in New York to fortify poeU at the upper end of the 
ialaud. near King's Bridge, and ou each side of Uuddon rivra* 
in tbe IligUnnda. A pwl wa« to lio taken near Ijike George. 

On that same day Duane movai in the committee of the 
whole, that "the opening of a negotiation to accommodate 
the unhappy diepntea Bubeieting between Great Britain and 
tlid colonies be made a part of the petition to the- king.^* 
After a 'warai debate of two days, it was nnanimously re< 
BolTcd " that, for mfctj agjunrt. every attempt to carry the 
mieonstitutional acta into execution by force of anus, the colo- 
nics be immediately put into a gtate of defence; but tliat, 
with a sincere dceuu of contributing by all tlio means, not in- 
compatible with a jnst regard for their undonbted rights and 
true intereftta, to tlte promotion of tbis most desirable reconcili- 
ation, an humble and dutiful petition be presented to his ma- 
je«ty." To tbiB the motion of Duane was added in spite of 
an unyielding ojipieition. 

All tbis while congreea coanselled New York to arm and 
tnin its militia, and to embody men for the protection of ita 
cliief city against invauon. On tlie twonty-nintli, by tlio hand 
of Jay, they again addreesed the Canadiana, but withont set 
ting before tbcro adcqoato motives for rising. 

Tills id the moment when tbe proposal of Ix>rd North to 
settle Uie strife between Great Britain and tbe thirteen oolo> 
nies WH-=< pret!iw>d upon tbe attention of the Aincrittmi people. 
On the tbirtietli Willing of Pbiladelphia brought before eon- 
grew a pa])er without signatoro yet unt^ueetionahly authentic, 
which, after an ajipeal to tlie affeetions of the colonistn for the 
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king and coantiy, declared that the overtare contained iu the 

Tesohition of the honse of commons on the hasis of relief of 

I, the colonies from taxation hj parliament was lioiiornble for 

["jGreat Britain and safe for tho coloniott ; that nt^ithcr king, nor 

sainistT\-, nor p&rliamcut, aor the nation woM admit of further 

relftXfttion ; but that, if it should not be accepted, " a j)erfe<!tly 

uaited miniutry wonld employ the whole foree of the kin^ 

do>m to reduce the roboUioiu and refractory pro^'inccs and colo- 

iiiea." An acceptance of the offer by oongrwM wonld have 

'been an acqaieii««uoe in tlie imrliamentarj change of the char> 

ter of T^faesacbasetta. 

Lord North and Lord Dartmouth earnestly desired to Mrin 
the consent of Virginia to thla insidiotiK offer, and for that pur- 
pose Lord Dnnmore, by their injunctions, Bummoned tlio house 
of burgesses of Virginia to meet on the firet dny of June 177B. 
Peyton Randolph, tho apcakcr, wlio bad presidfd over tho 
Lcongroes at Pbilndolphia, entered Willtamifburg with an escort 
llOi independent companies of horse and foot, which eclipsed 
pomp of the governor, and iu the eyes of tho people 
fniaed the importance of the newly created continental power. 
Tlie sessioa was opene«l by a speech recommending acoom- 
modatioQ on the basis of Lord North's reaolre. But the mo- 
mait chosen for the discoasion was inopportune ; Dnnmore'e 
Ljnenace of a oervile insumsTtion had tilled the Suiith 'K'ith 
jrror and alarm. The retreat from Concord liad raised the 
ief that the American forces would prove invincible ; and 
Fflome of the burgCNWs Hp]ieared in the nnifonu of tho pn> 
' vincial troops, wearing a hunting-ehirt of coanie humcepon 
tinen over their clotheti, and a woodman's axe at their sides. 

JyiTcrson came do^Tii from Albemurle with clear percep- 
jtions of public duty. '^Vbcn ]>arliament opprcaeed the colooiea 
by imposing taxes, he would baTo been content with their re- 
peal ; when it mutilated the charter and laws of Maesachosetts, 
ho Bttll hoped for condliation through the wi»dom of Chatham ; 
but after I^xingt^m green liad l>een stained with Wood, he, like 
eknuon, would no longer nccept nctR of repeal unless aooMU- 
icd by securi^ against further nggrcsinon. 
The burgesaes approved ihi? conduct of the Indian war 
of the previous year, and provided for iu cost ; but the gov- 
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ernor would not pass tluir Ijall, because it imposed a Rpecific 
duty of five pounds on the head, nbont ten p«r cent oa the 
value, of evury slave imported from, the West Indies. The 
IflKt exercise of the veto power hy the king's repreeeulative in 
Vii^ixua wu* for the proti'^tioii of tlie slave-trade. 

Tho as&utnlilv, Itanng on the tifth thanked the deli^tes of 
Uie colony to tho first congpeas, preparod to oonsidor tho pro- 
posal of Lord North. The anxioug governor sent them an 
apoh)Cj for his removal of the powder beluuging to tfie prov- 
ince, and reminded them that he had ventnred his life in tho 
ecrvioe of Virginia ; bat the burgesses, after taking testimony 
which provKl hi^ avow«d Intention to raise, freej and arm 
slavfrs. seU'Cted Jefferson to draught tlieir reply. 

While the bouse was thus employed, Dunmore, learning 
&om Gage that Saumol Adams and llanco<Jc were Nxm to Iw 
proscribed, and fe-aring he might bo detained as a hotitagc, snd- 
dcn]y, in the night following the seventh of June, went on 
board the Fuwcy at Tork, giving, as a reason for hut flight, his 
apprehension of " faJliiig a sacrifice to the daring atrociousnea» 
and nnmeasnrablo fury of great numbers of the people." 

The burgesses paid no heed to his angry word*. On the 
twelfth, in the words of JofToreon, they addressed to him ad 
their tinal auswer that, '' next to the poeseasion of liberty, 
they should consider a reoonciliatton as the ^ateet of all ha- 
man blessings, but that the resolution of the house of cora> 
mous only changed the form of oppression, without lightening 
its burdens ; that government in the ooloniea was in»tjtul«'d fiT 
the colonies themselves; tliat tlie British [mrliaiiiBUt liad no 
right to meddle with their constitution, or prescribe either the 
number or the pecuniary appointinentfl of their ofHcere ; that 
they had a right to give tJieir mouuy without coercjun, and 
from time U> time ; tliat they alone were the judgce, alike of 
the public esigeneiee and the ability of the people ; that they 
ocmtended not merely for the mode of raising tlicir luoia-y, bat 
for tho freedom of grauting it ; that the refiolve to forbear 
lovyiog poconiary taxes still left unrepealed the acts restraining 
trade, altering tlie form of govi'mmcnt of Mnjaeachnsetts, chang- 
ing tlie government of Quebec, enlar^g the jurisdictiou of 
courts of admiralty^ taking away the trial by jury, and keeping 
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ap fitaiidiog orraiec; tliut tlic inTaeiDn of tlie colonies with 
luge annaments by soa nnd land was a style of asking giits 
Dot reconcilable to freedom ; tbat tlic resolution did not pro- 
pose to the colonies to lay open a free trade with alt the world ; 
that, as it inrolvcd the interest of all tho other colonies, they 
were bound In honor to sliaru one fate with tJiein ; that tho 
bill of Fxifd Chatliam on tlm one part, and the terms of con- 
greffi on the other, would have formed a hash for uegotiatioa 
and a recouciliadou ; that, leaving the final detvriniiiation of 
the question to the general eongrew, they will weary the king 
with no more petitions, the British nation with do more ap- 
peals." " What, then," they ask, " reinains to be done ? " and 
tliey answer: "We commit uur injurii;« to tlio jastice of the 
even-handed Being who doth no wrong." 

" lu my life," said Sheltjurne, " 1 was never more pleased 
witii a etate paper than with the assembly of Virginia's dis- 
onfifion of Lord ^North's proposition. It i& masterly." At 
Yeisiilles, Yorgennes wsb ecjuatly attracted by its wiwlom and 
dignity ; he particiilnrly noticed the insimuition that a compro- 
mise might be effected on the basis of the modification of 
the navigation acts ; and, &» ho siw many ways opened of mot- 
tling every difficulty, it was long before ho eould porBuade 
^liimMcIf that tlie British ministry was eo infatuated as to 
nested tliem nil. From Willianttibnrg, Jefierson repaired to 
Philadelphia ; but, before he arrived there, dedsive commu- 
uicuttous hud heen received from Maesadiusetta. 

That colony etill longuiahctl in anarchy, from which tli^ 
were I'eady to relieve themeelvee, if they could but wring the 
ecOMeiit of the c«itinental congreea to their " takmg up and 
exeraflng the powers of civil government." The congrca 
of IkCaseachnsetts further invited the general congress "to as- 
RiDie the Halation and direction of tlie army, then col]ec^■ 
ing from different colonics for tho dofeneo of the rights of 
America." In tho game moment Samuel Adams received 
a private letter from Joseph Warren, interpreting the words 
B8 a request that the continent should " take the command of 
the army hy appointing AVasliiugton as ita guneralisslmo." 
Tlie Iwarer of the letter had hardly tinisLed hia comuiiasion 
of ejcplatning more felly the wishes of Uaasachosetta, when 
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u) express arrived mth the aows that Howe and Cliaton and 
Borgojud bad landed in Boston ; that British re-enfoit^enients 
were arriving ; that other p8ut» of the continent were threat- 
ened with war. A letter rocoived from the oongreee of Kcw 
Hampniiire iutiiuatod tlmt " ihc Toice of God and nature" 
waB fiiunmonlng the eolouiee to iudependraioe. 

On the esrUsBt occasion John Adanis explained tlie oom- 
pasition and character of the New England annj", its merits 
and its wantA, tJie ncc^^^ity of its being adopted hy the con- 
tinent, and the consequent propriety that oungrun should name 
its general. Then, speaking for hia oonstitnt^nte. he pointed 
oat QecH^ge Wailungton aa the man ahove all otltera fitted for 
that station, and beet able to promote nnion. Saiunel Adams 
eeconded bis colleague. The delegates from the Ancient D> 
minion, esjiecially Pendleton, Washington's personal friend, 
disclaimed auy wish that the Maesachosett^ conmiamlpr should 
be superseded by a Virginian, and fmm delicacy declined the 
Domination of tlieir own cullea^e. Wa^iiigt^in hinisetf luid 
DOTor aspired to the honor, tlioiigh for some time lie had been 
"apprehensive that he could not avoid the appointment.*' 

The balloting for olHccre was delaj-ed, tliat the members 
&om Kew York might consult tlielr congress on the nomina- 
tions from that colony. 

"With an empire to found and to defend, congrces had not as 
yet had the disposal of one penny of money. In tlie urgency 
of estrcme distress, Ihcy nndortook to Iwrrow six tltoueand 
poundft, to 1)0 applied t« the purchase of gtmpovrder for what 
was now for the first time called Tira oosrcriurrAi. Auwr. 

In the ommgcment of its comuiittcoe and the distribution 
of bodoe^ its policy wag an armed defeuoo, while waiting for 
a farther answer from the king. On the seTeuth of Juno one 
of its resolutions spoke of " the Twelve United Colonies," 
Georgia being not yet inclnded ; and the name implied an iO' 
dependent nation; but on thp eigbtli it recommended to Mas- 
sacbusetta not to elect a governor of their own, but to intrust 
tJie exeontive power to tJie elective council "until a governor 
of thy king's appointment woidd consent to govern tliu colony 
according to its chaiter." 

The twelfth of June is a memorable day, for it brought 
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into Uie deorest light the ditTerence between the diepoititioDs 
of America and of the Kritifb govemoient On that day 
Qage eetahlished martial law Uirooghout MaBBachaaetts and by 
public proclnmation proscribed Sainnol Adams and John Han- 
cock, reeemng them for condign piinishinont as rebels and 
traitors, in tomu which includod as thoir abettors not uuly all 
who should remain in arnu aboat Boston, bat evury member of 
tlio MnEsnt-liDBetts gtivemment and of the continental congreeE. 

On the twelith of June the general congress made its finst 
appeal to the peoplu of the twelve united colonies by unjoining 
tbem to Icccp a fast on one and tiic siunc day, on wliidi they 
were to reeogniae " King George 111. aa their rightful bot- 
MeigOt and to bok up to the groat Ooveroor of the world for 
the rc-etorutiOQ of the invaded rlgLla of America and a reoon- 
eUiatioD with the parent gtat«." 

UeasnrOB were next taken for organizing and paying an 
Amertean eontineutal army. At that moment tnx>p« might 
without effort have been enlisted for the war ; congrese, with 
urant of foresl^t, ordered thorn to bo oulitied only till tlie end 
of tlie yeu, before wluch time a favorable answer ^m the 
king- was hoped for. 'Wajsfaington, Schuyler, and others, were 
deiNited to prepare the neco8aary rules and regnlatioug. It 
WW furtlier resolved to cnllrt six conipaaiwi of expert riflemen 
in Pennsylviinia, two in Maryland, and two in Yirgima ; and^ 
on the liftucQtlt of June, it wxm vuttxl to appoint a general. 
Thomas Johniion of Maryland nominated George Washing- 
ton ; and he was dected by ballot unanimously. 

'Washington was then fort}--thruc years of age. In etatturo 
be a tittle exceeded six feet; hia limhe were ainewy and well- 
proportioned ; his cbeet broad; his figaro etatcly. blending 
dignity of presence with ease- His robust constitution had 
been tried and invigorated by hie early life in the wildemees, 
the Itabit of occupation out of d[X>r», and rigid temperance ; so 
that few e<(iialted him in strength of ann, or power of endni^ 
•Dce, or noble horsemanship. Hia complexion was florid ; hia 
hair dark brown ; tiiti head in it« i^liape perfectly rnunil. Hia 
broad nostrils seemed formed to give escape to scornful anger. 
The lines of hia eyebrows were long and finely arched. Hia 
dork bine eyes, which were deeply set, had an exprcj^don of 
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TwgQ&tion, and on eamestiiefis that was aliuoiit peusirei 
Hin £on:hetad was sometimes marked with thonglit, bnt nev«r 
witb iiicjuiiitude ; hU countenance was pleasing and fiiU of 
benignity. 

At elereo jears old left to the cure uf an excellent but 
nnlettcrcd mother, he grew tip without learning. Of arith- 
metic and geometry he nctiuired just knowledge enough to 
be able to practioe mcusui-ittg iaud ; but all his iustructioit at 
school langbt him not so mncli as the orthography or rules 
of grammar of his own tongue, llie culture was altogether bis 
own work ; yet from his early life he never eeemed tmedoeated. 
At sixteen he went into the wilderness as a snrveyor, and for 
throe years continued the pursuit, where the iorvetA trained 
him, in meditative solitude, to freedom and Lirgenexa of mind ; 
and nature revealed to him her obedience to eerene and silent 
laws. In Ilia intervals from toil he seemed always to 1>6 at 
tracted to tlm Kocicty of the he^t men, and to be cliemluxl by 
them. Fairfux, his employer, au Oxfonl Hrhokr, alreadyaged, 
became his fast friend. He read little, hut witb close attcn- 
tiou. Whatever he took in hand he appUed himself to with 
care ; and his pajiere, wbicli have been iircservwl, show how 
he almost imperceptibly gaim^d the [Ktwur uf writing correctly, 
always ex-prcseing himfielf with cleanieas and direotneee, often 
with a bappy choice of langoage and with grace. 

"When Uio fronticre on the Wc&t became disturbed, be at 
nineteen was commissioned an adjutant-general with the mnk 
o£ major. At twenty-one he went an tlie envoy of Virginia 
to tliti ooimcil of Indian chiefs on the Ohio, and to tbe Fnmeh 
officers near Lake Erie. Fame waited upon him from his 
youth ; and no one of his colony was so mudi Hpokeu of. He 
conducted the first military expedition fmm Virginia that 
cnMaed tbe ^VUeghnniea. Braddock eelected lum as an aid, and 
he wat) the only man who came out of the disastrous defeat 
near tlio Monongahcla witli increased rcpntation, which ex- 
tended to England. The next year, when he was but four^nd- 
tw«aty, " tbo great esteem " in which be was held in Virginia, 
and his " real merit,'* led the licQtonan^goreruor of Marylimd 
to request that he might be " csommiRuoncd and appointed 
second in command " of the ormy deeigaed to marcli to the 
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Oliio; and Shirley, the commancIer-iiKbtef, heard the pro- 
posal ** with great satigfaction and pleasure," for " he kuew uo 
proviadal oificcr upon the contiDeDt to whom lie would so 
Tcadtlj g^To that raiik m to Waaliiugton." In 1T5S he acted 
Ttuder Forbes as a brigadier, and but for him that general 
would never have oroeeed the mouDtaiuB. 

Couroj^ was so natural to him that it yns 'hardiv Fpoken 
of ; no one ever at auy moracnt of hia life discovered in Mm 
the least shrinking in danger ; andhehad ahardihnorl of daring 
which cecnped notice, because it was enveloped bj calumcsa 
and wisdom. 

All agree that lie was most amiable. His address vu 
most easy and agreeable, hU step firm and graoefni. his air 
xieither grave nor familiar, lie waa aa cheerful as he was 
spirited, frmik and commnuicative id the society of fricnila, 
food of tlic fox-vtiaac and the dance, often DjKtrtivo in his 
letters, and he liked a hearty laugh. '* Ilis smile," writea Ctiaa> 
telhix, **waa always the smile of benevolence." Tliis joy- 
ouenees of (lis)X)6ition rcmaiuud to the last, though tlic rjietnoeB 
of hia responsibilitiee was sooo to take from him the right of 
displaying the impuMve qualities of hi? nature, and the weight 
which he was to bear was to overlay and repress his gayoty and 
openne«B. 

IIi« hand was liberal, giving quiotly and without observa- 
tion, as though ho wa& ashajiied of nothing but being discov- 
ered ui doing good. He was kindly and compassionate, and 
of lively sensibility to the aorrowfl of otliers; so tluit, if bis 
country had only needed a victim for its relief, he would have 
willingly offered hiJuself as a sacrifice. But «'hile he waa 
prodigal of hiiniwlf, lie waa ever pareimonioiu of die bl<K>d of 
hia countrymen. 

He mm iu his own right poase&sed of an independent and 
a£9uent fortune, which he managed with prudent care; but, 
ae a public man, ho knew no other aim than the good of hia 
country, and in the hour of hia country's poverty he refused 
penonal emolument for hie service. 

Hia faculties were so well bakneed and combined that his 
oonMitution, free from exceed, was tempered evenly with all 
the elements of activity, and his mind resembled a well-ordered 
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eomtiionwcalUi ; "im pasaioua, wliich had the InteQsc&t vigor, 
owned allegiaiice to reason; aiid, witli M tlie litft^' qiuckix^tu 
of lii» spirit, his impetuous and motive will -waa lield iii check 
by consummate judgment Ho had iu bis eompoeition a cahn, 
nhich gave Iiliti tn inomentA of liigheet exttitemuut the power 
of self -control, and enablcxl him to excel in patience, even whea 
be liad most caaee for disgnet. Washington waa offered a com- 
mand when there was little to liritiji; nut tliu uuorf^iiscd ro- 
BOurccB of the continent but hifl own intlueitce, ami autlioritj 
wu oonnected n-ith the people by the m^Mt frail, meet attena- 
atod, scarcely difcomiUe threads ; jet, vehement aa was hid 
nature, impafifiionod ta was his eonnigo, ho bo reitiaincd his 
ardor that he never failed continuoiuly to exert that influence, 
and never exerted it m rfia.r|ily :ui to lireak it* force. 

His faculty of secrecy, in which he was nneurpaKBcd, liad 
the character of prudent reserve, uot of coucealmeut. His 
great natuniJ power of vigiknce had been developed by his 
life in tlic wtldomess. 

His uudcrgtanding was lucid and his judgment accurate 
BO that Ilia conduct never betrayed hnny or confudon. No 
detail was too minute for his personal inquiry and continued 
supervision; and at the eitiue time ho oomprelicndcd events 
ill their wideet lutpecbs and relations. He never seemed almve 
the object that engaged his attention, and he waft alwo^-s o(]uiJ, 
vithont an e£Fort, to the aolutiim of tlko IJghcot questions af- 
fecting the deatiny of mankind, even when there existed no 
precedonts to guide hh decision. In the perfection of the ru- 
fleeUve powers ho h&d no peer. 

In this way he never drew to himself admiration for the 
pnfwnmifm of any one qiidity in excetus never miuto in council 
any one suggestion tlmt was sublime but impracticable, never 
in action took to hiraaelf the praiaa or the blame of nndertak- 
injfs a^tom'jtlung in oonceptiou, but beyond hu means of execu- 
tion. It wait the most wonderful accomplifihinent of tliis man 
that, placed upon the largest theatre of events, at the head of 
the greatest revohitlon in human affaits, he never failed to 
obeerve nil that was pouiblo, and at the aamo time to bonnd 
his endcaroi'B by that which waa poeaible. 

A slight tinge in Im character, perceptible only to the close 
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observer, revealed tlie r^'on from which ho irprung, and he 
might Ih! dtiticrihed a» the bettt tipecimen of manltoo<l an de- 
veloped in the Boiith ; but his qualities were so faultleesljr pro 
pcntioned that the whole people rather claimed him aa its 
choicest rc]>n.*soDtativc, the meet complete cspreaetou of ull its 
altainnipiits aiul attpirations. Ho Btndied hi^ oenntry and con- 
formed to it, not from calculation, btit from a sincere, ever- 
Active honevolenoe and Bympalhy. His conntrymen felt that 
ho was the best type of Auwric*, tmd rejoiced in it, and were 
proud of it. They lived in his life, and made his sncoea and 
hla praise their own. 

Profoundly impressed with confidence in God's providenee, 
and exfuipkjy in Im respect for the forms of puhhc worship, 
□0 |>hilofiopher of the eighteenth century' was more firm in the 
support of freedom of n;ligiiniH opinion, none more remote 
from bigotrj- ; but belief in (rod and tniet in h\n overmling 
power formed the eeaenec of his character. Divine wisdom 
not only ilhmiincfi tltc ispirit, it inflpireo the will. Wiu<hingt(Hi 
was a man of action ; hii? creed appears iu his life ; i>n>foe6ionB 
hurst from him vety Tarelyj and only it thoae great momeiite 
of orifflfi in the fortunes of his country when earth and heaven 
seemed actually to meet, and his emotions became too intense 
for 6upprc£sion ; but hia whole being wafi one continued act of 
faith in the cteraal, intcIHgeut, moral order of the tintversc. 
Integrity was tm completely the law of his nature that a planet 

F -would eooncr have shot from its epherc than he have departed 
irom hienprightneeK, wliichwaseo constant that it often seemed 
to be almost im])er»onaI. "His integrity was the mo;^ P^*^ 

pSiiji justice the most indexible I hare ever known," writes Jef* 
foBon, " no motives of interest or consanguioity, of friendship 
or hatred, being able to biae hia decisiou.*' 

Tbey say of Giotto that ho introduced goodnuM into the art 

rof painting; AVa&hingtou carried it with hiiu to the camp and 

[<tfa« cabinet, and established a new criterion of huraan great- 
jcss. The parity of hid ^nU confirmed his fortitude ; and, ad 
he never faltered in his &ith in virtue, he atood fast by that 
which ho knew to he just ; free from illusions ; never dejected 
by the approbeoaion of the difficulties and perils that went 
twfore him, and drawing the promiae of euccesB from the jus- 
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tice of liifi cause. Hence he was perseTering, learing nothing 
nnfinishwl ; flevoid of all taint of olwtlnacy in liis iirmnees ; 
Beeldng and gladly receiving adrioe, bnt immoTable iji his de- 
Totcdnees to right. 

OF a " retiring modmty and h&bltn&l reserve,'' lus iimbjtioa 
was no more than the oonscioasnees of power, and was niboN 
dioate to his sense of duty ; he took the foremost place, fur lio 
knew from inborn uia^rDioumitv that it belonged to Mm, and 
be dared not withliold the scrvico ref|nircd of him ; ao that, 
with all his humility, he was by aeceeeity tlio fiTst, thotigli nercr 
for liiinself or for ]>rivat<! ends. ICe luvwl fame, tiic approval 
of coming generations, the good opinion of liis follow-nicn of 
hie own time, and be desired to make his conduct coincide with 
tlieir wishes; hut not fear of censure, not the prospect of ap- 
planw, <;oiihl tcMnpt him to Kwcrre from nHrtitiifle, and the 
prai^ which he coveted was the sympathy of that moral senti- 
ment which deUghta in uprightness, 

Ttieru Iiave boen nohliera wlicf lia%'o achiorod miglitiOT tIo- 
tories in the tield, and made conqueetfi more nearly conrspond- 
iog to tho boundlcsenees of scUUh ambitioD ; statesmen who 
bare been connected with more startling upheavals of society ; 
but it is the greatness of Washington tliat in public tmata he 
used power solely for the public good ; that he was tho life and 
moderator and etay of the moat momontons rovolutifm in hu- 
man alTaJn^ its moving impulse and its nutraiuing power. 
Combining tho centripetal nnd the contrifagal forces in their 
tttuioBt strength and in [iGrfeot relations, with creative gran- 
deur uf inxtiiH't he hehl ruin in check, and renewed and per* 
fected the institutions of his country. Finding the colonies 
disconnected and dei>cndcnt, he k-ft them sucJi a united and 
wellMmlt-n-d cumnionwt-ulth ax no visionary had iH-Heved to l)e 
poeaible. Bo that it has been tmly said : " lie was as fortunate 
BB grwit and good." 

Tliia ix\e<> ie the praise of "Washington : that never in the 
tide of time huA any man lived who had in so great a degree 
th« almoet divine faculty to command the traet of hie fellow- 
tnen and mlo tho willing. Wherever be became known, in hia 
family, Im neighborhood, his county, liis native state, the con- 
tinent, the oarap, civil life, among the coomioQ people, in for- 
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eagn conrte, tliroiigliout tlie civilized vorid, and even amoDgtba 
MTSgeS) he beyoud aU other men had the oonfidenoe o£ his kind. 

'Wuehiugbou stw at a glance the difficulties of tbe jKusitiun 
to which ho had been chosen. He wae Appointed by a gor- 
eminent which, in ite fonn, was one of the woret of all poesi- 
ble govemnieuta in tiuie uf peace, and was sure to reveal itft 
defocta still more pltunly in time uf vrar. It was inchoate and 
without an executive head ; the several branches of administta- 
tion, if to bo conducted at all, were to t>e conducted by iieparate, 
ever-cliaiiging,and irrehpoimible committees; and all queetiona 
of legislation and of action ultimately decided by the one ill-or- 
ganized Iwdy of men, to whom there had hardly bccu granted 
power even to originate advice They were nut the repreaonta- 
trvoe of a anion ; they alone constituted the union of which, as 
yet, there was no other bond. One whole department of gov- 
orumcut, the judicial, was entirely wautiug. So wa£, iu truth, 
tbe executive. The congreee hwl no ability whatever to enforod 
a decree of tlieir own ; they had no revoune, and no aiitliority to 
collect a revenue ; tbuy hiul none of Uie materials of war ; they 
didnotownacaimon,norapouDd of powder, nor a tont, nor a 
musket ; tliey liatl no regularly enliBted army, and had even a 
joalooay of forming an army, and dept'nded on the zeal of 
ToInnt«erg, or of men to be enlisted for less tlum seven montha. 
There were no ux|>crieneed oflicera, aud no methodn projected 
for obtaining them. Washington 5aw it alL He was in the en- 
joyment of fame; be wished not to forfeit the esteem of his 
fulluW'Uicu ; and lux eye glistened with a t(»ir tm he said in 
ooulidoucQ to Patrick Ileniy on occasion of hie appointment: 
" This day will b« the commencement of the decline of my 
raputatioiL'' 

But this consideration did not make him waver. On the 
sixteenth of June ho appeared iu his place in cougreBS, and, 
after refusing all pay beyond his erpenfe«, he spoke with tin- 
foiguod modesty : *' AAthe congrees deeire it, I uill oaternpou 
the momentous duty, and exert every puwer I possess iu their 
service, and for the support of the glorious cause. But I beg 
it XQsy Imj remembered by every gentleman in the Toom that 
I tills day declare, witli the utmost sDCcrity, I do not Llmik 
myself equal to the command X am honored witlu" 
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Tho next day the delegates o£ all tlie colonies tqsoIvihI 
unaTiimous]}) in congreH "to maintain ani3 afsiHt liim, tnd ad- 
b[;i% to htm, tlie said George WasLingtoD, Bsq^uLre, wiili their 
Htcs anil fortuui» in tite same cause.^' 

By ills commission bo wm iureated witli tlie commaad 
over all forces nisad or to be raised by the United Colonies, 
aiid witli full power and autlionty to order th« anur oa 1iq 
sboald think for tlio good and welfare of the ecmoc, " in im- 
foreacen emerf^ncioft juang bis beet eirctunepeetion, and adris- 
ing \vith his council of n-ar;" and he was instructed to take 
** special core tlint the Hlx-rties of America receive no dotri- 
ment.** 

TTaabingloa knew that he must depend for enccees on a 
steady Dontiiiuance (jf ]jurix»)e in au iiti]>erfectly united conti- 
nent, and on Ids personal influence over separate and lialf* 
f<Hine(l goremmcntB, with most of which he wu wholly noaa- 
quaintcd. He foresaw a lotig and arduous struggle ; hnt a 
accrut ooneciouenctifl of tiiH powci* l>ndv him not to fttiir; and 
he nerer admitted the tLonght of eheathing his ttword or re- 
signing liie command till the work of \-iudicatiag American 
liberty should be done. To his wife he unbosomed his inmost 
mind: "i hope my undertaking this ecrrice is deftigned to 
answer fromc good purpoee. 1 rely confidently on that Pwvi- 
dcDce which baa heretofore preserved and been bountiful to 
ma" 

BiH nccx?ptance changed theaspeotof affairs. John Adorns, 
looking with eoraplaceiiey ii|xmi " the modest and virtuoiM, the 
amiable^ geoeroua, and bnive general,** ao the clioice of Maftsa- 
cbnMtti), raid : *' Tliis appointment will have a great effect in 
cementing the imion of these colonies. The general ifi one of 
the mcMt important characters of the world ; npon him depend 
the liberties of America." All beorta tiimetl with affection 
toward Waabiugtoii. Tblt ii^ lie who wits rai^ op to be, DOt 
the bead of a pt^y, but the father of hie c(.'uutry. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 



SmnEEB BILL. 

JuNB 16-17, 1775. 

Toe army round Boston was *' n niixod muItiCnde," as yet 
** under very little diBcipline, order, or goveniiiient." Word 
■uras enjoinwl to oliey tlie deciitioiui of tJie committee of safety, 
whose directions n-aclied him throngh the coanoil of war. Of 
the private men, great nniiibers were able-bodied, active, and 
unquefttioiiablj bravf, uud there wen; offieera wortJiy of lending 
such men. Bui a ricious «yBtem of granting conuniesiotw to 
tboM wbo raised compuuee or regiineats bud opened tlie way 
to officers without caiiocity, and tlie real i^trongth of the army 
vaa inferior to the returns. From an inenthcieDt BU)]|)ly uf 
tcnte, troops were quortorcd in tlic ooUcge« and pri\-ate tioueea. 
There wm a want of money, of clothing, of engineers, but, 
above all, of ammnnition. "Confu^on and diflordcr rcignod 
in every department." 

Each colony had it« own militia laws, bo tliat tliere was no 
nnifonnity in dlvupline. Of the fioldtem from tiie other colo* 
nieB, only the New Hampshire re^menta had as yet been 
placed ander the command of Ward. Of the men of Con- 
nocdcnt, a j^art were with Spencer at Rozbory ; wveral hun- 
dred at Cambridge with Putnam, the aoooiid brigadier, who 
ITU diatJnguiahed for bold advice, alertness, and popular favor, 
and was seen conatantly on honselKick or on foot, working with 
his men or encouraging tliem. He repeatedly hut ^niiuly asked 
fekTO to advance the linfs to Pnepect Ilill. Tet the irmy 
BOTor doubted its eaperiority to its enemy ; and danger Bad 
war were becoming attractive. 
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Tlie BritUli forces gave signs of shame at their confine* 
ment. Tlie secretary of state frequently assured tlic FrcDch 
minister at LnniJon tliat tliey would take the fiuld, and tliat 
tlic Americans wonld soon tire of the strifo. The Hng of 
England, who had counted the days neceseary for tho voyage 
of the transport*, was '^tnisting soon to hear that Gngc had 
dispersed the rebels, destroyed their works, opened a eommn- 
nioation with the couutrj'," and iraprisoned the leading patri- 
ots of tho colony. 

The penin«nln of Boston, at that time oonnected with the 
mainland only by a very low and narrow isthmns, had at its 
south a promontory then known as Dorchester neck, with three 
hills commiinding the town. At the north lay the peninsula of 
Cbarlestowii, in luni^th not much cscct-diug a mile, in width a 
little more than half a mile, hut ^dually diiuini^ns toward 
the causeway, which kept asnnder the Mystic and the Charles. 
Ifear its north-eastern termination rose tho round, smooth accliv- 
ity of Bunker Hill, one hundred and ten feet hiph, command- 
ing lK)th jteninsulAii. The liigh laud then fell away hy a gnu3- 
aal slope for about Beren hundred yards, and just north by east 
of tlie toM"n of Charlestown it reappeared with an elovatinii of 
ahoQt seTenty-fi%-e feet, which lK»re the name of lirewl's tfill. 
These heights of Dorchester and Charlestown oommauded 
Boston. 

About tho iniddhs of May a joint committee from tho crnn- 
mittee of safety anil the council of war, after n oireful exami- 
nation, rcicommcndod that several eminences williin the limits 
of the ton-n of Ckirlestown should be occupied, and that a 
strong redoubt should bo raieod on Banker Ilill A breast- 
work was thrown up acroen the road near Prospect Hill, and 
Bunker Hill was to have been fortified as soon as artillery and 
powder should be supplied; but delay would have rendered 
even the attempt ini]>osji:ihle. Gago, with the lliroe m«jop> 
genemhi, was determined to extend his lines north and sontli, 
over Dorchester and Cliarlestown. Tlie execution of the plan 
was fixed for the eagfateenth of Jane. 

This design became known in tho American camp, and 
raised a desire to anticipati: the movement. Accordingly, on 
the fifteenth of June, tlie Mawaclinsetta committee of eafcty 
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iafortnod ttie ootmcil of war tliat, in Uicir opinion, Dorclieetcr 
Heighte aliould be fortified; and tbey recomucudtKl unaai- 
moufily to eetablifih a post on jjimkcr Hi]]. 

lu eeardiiug for an officer suited to the eotorpride, tlie 
choice fell on AViiliani Prescott of Pepperell, c^iloiiel of a 
regiment from tlie north-n-c«t of Middlebex, who biniself was 
solicitous to be employed in the periloos daty, and on the 
evening after the vote o( the committoe of safety, a night and 
day only in advance of titu purpose of Oage, a brigade of one 
thousand uien M'as pkcod under bis command. 

Soon after euueet, the party, composed of three hundred of 
Prescott'ei ou-u regiment, dctacluucnte from thoee uf Fr^'o and 
of Bridge, and two huudrod men of Connecticut, under the 
golhuit Thomas Knowlton of Ashford, were ordered to parade 
OD Cambridge common. Tliey were a body of husbandmen, 
not in uuiform, bearing for tho most part fuwling-picccs whicli 
had no Imyonets^ and eoir^iug in horns and pouchce tbeir 
stinted Hujiply of jiowder and bullets. Laugdou, the pre&ideut 
of Ilarvanl ooUogc, who was one of the eha]>]aiiis to ^le army, 
prayed with them fervently; then, as the late darkness of the 
midsimimer evening closed in, they marched for Charlestown 
iu the face of the proclamation, issued only four days before, 
by which all perBons taken in arms against their sovereign 
wore tlircatencd under martial law with death by the cord as 
rebels and Iroitora. l^reecott and hid party were the tirst to 
defy the menace ; he woa rcaolrod " never to ho taken alive." 

When, with Inisltcd voicea and silent tread, they and the 
n-agons Uden with inti-cnching tools lud po^ecd the narrov 
istfanras, Prescott called around him Richard Gridley, an expe- 
rienced oiigiuccr, and the Held offioere, to select the spot for 
their earthworka. Tlie eomniittee of safety luul proposed 
Banker TIill ; but Prescott had *' received onlers to march to 
Breed's IBll." He obeyed tlie orders as he understood them ; 
and with the reaily anent of liis companions, who were l>ent on 
straitening tlie English to the ntmoet, it was npon the eminence 
tiBBrest Boston and best suited to annoy the town and shipping 
in the harbor that, mider tho light of tho stars, the engineer 
drew Uiu linos of a redoubt of nearly eight rods square. The 
bolLs of Boston bad struck twelve before the first sud was 
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tiirowQ up. Then every man of Uie tlioosaod pUed in liia 
turn the pickaxe and «padc, and witk eoch expedition tlukl Hie 
parapet bood assumed form and heiglit, and capacity for de- 
fenoo. "We shall keep our ground," thus Prestott related 
that ho Btlontly revolved his powtion, "if some screen, how- 
ever alight, eau he completed hofore diwovory." The Lively 
lay in the fenj between Bostou and Ctiarleatown, and a tittle 
to the eastward were moored tlie Falcmi, doop^if-war, and the 
SomerKet, a ship of the line ; tlie veteran not only set a watoh 
to i>atrol the «hore, but, bending his ear to every sonnd, twice 
reixiircd to the uiargin of tlie water, where he heard tlie drowsy 
eeiitiiiels from tlie duckis cf tlio mi:n-of-war &tiU cry : " All is 
weU." 

The few hours that remained of darknees hurried airay, 
but not till "the line of circunivallation waa already cloeed." 
As day dflWDed, the aeameu were roused to action ; and every 
one ill Bmton w.-ut Hfart-Ii'il fniin HlunilH^rhy tlie ciuinon of the 
Lively playing upon the redoiiht. Citizens of the town, and 
Britiiji officers, and tory refugeea, die kindred of the inanr^ 
gent^ crowde<l to gaze with wundor and Htirjmse at the small 
fortress of earth fre*Jdy thrown up, and " the robeh^" who were 
still plainly seen at their loiL A Imtt^ry of Iteary guns wsu 
forthwith -mounted on CoppV llill, which w»a directly oppo- 
lite at a distance of but twelre hundred yards, and an incessant 
shower of shot and bonilMi wod mined ujmn tho works; but 
Prtecott, whom Oridley had forsaken, calmly conadered how 
he could beet continue his line of defence 

At ttie foot of the hill on the north was a alough, beyond 
•wliich an olovatod tonguo of land, having few trees, covered 
ehie6y with grasa, and intersected by fences, stretched away to 
the HyHtic. Witlioiit tho aid of an engineer, Prcseott himself 
extended hia line from the east side of tho redoubt northerly 
for about twenty rods toward the bottom of the hill ; bat the 
men were prevented from completing it " by the intolerable 
firo of the enemy." Still, the caunooade from the Itattoty and 
ahipping could not dislodge tliem, though U waa a Hevcre trial 
to raw wildicrs, anaocustomed to the noiae of artiller^f. Karly 
in the day a private vas killed and buried. To inspire confi- 
deuce, Preecott mounted tho parapet and walked loidurely 
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backward aod forward, examining the works and giving di- 
reotioiu. Oue of hiB captains, pea:^ving his motive, iinitutcd 
his exantple. From Boston, fiage with his telescope descried 
tlic oomiuander of tlie party. "Will he fight i" asked tho 
genera! of "VViilard, PKscott'a brotlier-in-law, klc a raaudamns 
councillor, n-ho 'wns at his eidc. "To the Ja£t drop of his 
blood,'' answered Willard. As the British generals saw that 
every hour gave fr&sh Ktreogtli to the intrenclimenta of tho 
Amoricanjs, by nine o'clock t!iey deemed it noce«eary to alter 
the plan provioufily agnHMl upon, and Co luake the attack im- 
mediately on the Hide that could lie soonest reached. 

The ib.y was one of the hottest of the reason. After their 
fatigues through the night, the Ajuerican partisaJis might all 
have pleaded their untl tness for action ; some left tho poet, and 
the fichi oflicor«, Bridge uiid Bnekett, being indisposed, coold 
render their commiin<lcr but little service. Yet Pre«cott was 
dismayed neither by wearineas nor desertion. " Let as never 
oODSGDt to being relieved," add he to hii omi rcgunent, and 
to all wlio rcmiined ; ** thcee are the works of onr hands, to us 
be the hunor of defending them." He despatcbud nepeatod 
luesMQgors for ro-enforcoinents and provifiions ; but at the hour 
of noon no aseiiitanou had appeaivd. Jits men luid toilod «U 
the night long, had broken their fast only witli what they had 
brought in their tnapsacks the evening before, had. under a 
burriiug sky, without shade, amid a storm of shot and shcllg, 
oontinned their labor oh the morning, and were now pre]Hiriiig 
for a desperate encoanter with a vastly superior force ; j'et no 
rufrcehmente were sent them, and during the whole tlay tliey 
reeiiivtid not even a cnp of cold water, nor so mnch as a single 
gijl of powder. The agony of suspense was now the greater, 
becaoEO no more work could be done in the trenches ; the toola 
were piled up in the roar, and the men were waiting, unem- 
ployed, till the fighting should begin. 

The second messenger from Preecott, on liis way to the 
head-quartcr« at Oimbridge, wu met by Putnam, who ww 
hastening to Chartestown. The brigadier seems to have seen 
that tile snccessfnl defence of tlie peninsula required uitrench- 
ments on the summit of Bunker Hill. lie therefore rode up 
to the redoulit on Breed's Hill, where he did not ap|>ear agun 
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daring the vbolc day, and askod of Prcsoott '*■ tliut t1ie io* 
tKBoUng tools mif^ht be sent oH." It vw dono; bat, of tbo 
lai^ pATtj iliat tuok tliem away, fev returned ; and Putnam 
found no leisare to fortify the orown of tbe bigliur hill. 

To abundant oguipinentg of every Icind tbe Britiflh troops 
in Boston, though in number hardly more than five thousand 
effective men. aJdciI experience and exact diKipUno. Taking 
advantage of high water, the (ilawgow filoojvof-war and two 
floating batteries bad been moored where their guns raked the 
iflthinufi of Charlestairn. Between the hours of twelve and 
OD:^ by order of Goncral Gago, boats and luirgce, manned by 
oara, aJI plainly visible to Prescott and hia men, bore over the 
niiniffled sheet of water from Jvong Wharf to Moalton's l*oint 
in Charlcstown the fifth, the tliirty-eightb, the forty-third, and 
tho fifty-second reginiouts of infantry, with too comi>anits of 
grenadiers ten of light iofauCry, and a proportion of tield :irti1- 
lery — hi all about two tIiou«and men. They were oomniandod 
by Major-General llowe, who was a^sieted by Brigadier-Gi-neni] 
Pigot. It waa noticed that Percy, pleudiug iUnws, let hig 
regiment go without hinu The British landed under cover of 
the eliippiug, on the outward tddc of the t>cnineula, near tho 
Mystic, with a view to ontJlnnk the American part)-, surround 
them, and make prisoners of the whole detacbmeot. 

The yray along the banks of the river to Proecott'a rear lay 
open ; be had remaining with him but about seven or eight 
hundred men, worn n-ith toil and watching and hunger ; he 
knew not how many were coming ogfunat him ; his flunk ma 
unprotected ; he Mtw no eigns of ro-etiforooments ; the enemy 
had the opportunity to surround and cnub hia little band. 
" Never were men plaeed in a more dangerous pntdtion." But 
Howo, who was of a eluggitdi temperament, halted on tho first 
riaiag ground and sent back for more tmopa. 

When Prescott perceived the Briti«h Iwgin to land on tlio 
point oa»t by north from tho fort, be made tiie best disposition. 
of liifl Bcanty force, ordering thu train of artillery with two 
fioid-pieces. and the Connecticut forced under Knowlton, " to 
go and opiKJse them." 

About two hundred yards in the rear of tlie unfiniahed 
breastwork a fence with two rails, of wliich tbe poetji were sot 
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in a. low stone wall, extended for tliree hundred yards or more 
toward the Mystic. The monrcre liad but Uiu day Iwfore passed 
over the nicadowa, aod tho gnue lay on the ground in cocks 
and >riudro'wa. There the men of Connecticut, in pursuance 
of Preseott's order, took their station. Nature had provided 
" eomcthing of a breastwork," or a ditch had been diig many 
years bofore. They grounded anns aud tnade a slight fortifi- 
cation ajjainst musket-balls b}' interweaving the newly mown 
gmag between tlie railB, and by earrying forward a poet and 
rail-fonco alongside of the tiret, and piling the frBtih luiy be- 
tween the two. But the lioe of defence was still very far 
from complete. Nearer tlie water the bank was Fmooth and 
without, obstruction, declining gently for sixty or eighty yards, 
where it fell off abruptly. Between the nul-fciice and tlie ruh 
Hiuslicd breastwork the space was open, and rtmaincfl so; the 
slougii at tJic foot of tilt! hill guarded a part of the distauce j 
nearly a bnndrcd yards were left almost wholly unprotected. 

Brooks, afterward governor of Massachnsctte, one of Pres- 
eott's moescngors, had no mode of reaching licad-<)uartere but 
on foot He found the general aniiotw and peqiloxed. Ward 
eaw the imprcdoueo of risldng a bntfle for which the army 
was toL-Uly unpropajvd. To tim committee of safety, which 
was in session, the committee of Eupplies expreevtcd it« concern 
at the " GXjwnditure of powder;'* "any great consumption bv 
oamion might be ruinous;" and it is afact that the Americans, 
with incomplete companies composed of "raw, iiregalar, and 
tindiacipUncd troops," enlisted chiefly within six weeks, com- 
mandwl, many of them, by imtried officers, gathered from four 
separate colonies, with no nxnprocal milxirdination but from 
oourtuay and opinion, after ooUeeting all the ammunition that 
could be olitmacd north of the Delaware, had in tlie magazine 
lor an army, engaged in a siege and preparing for a fight, no 
more than twenty-eeven half-barrels of powder, with a pft 
from Connecticut of tbirty-»ix half berrehi more. 

Ward determined, if possible, to avoid a general action. 
Apprehendhig thai, if re-anfonwrnents should leave his camp, 
the main attack of the British would be made upou Cambridge, 
lie refused to impair his strength at head-qnartcrs; but he or- 
dered the New Ilampshirc regiments of Stark, stationed at 
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Uedford, aud of Rccd, near Cluu-lcetown neck, to march to 
Proi*cott"i» finppori. 

'\Vben word was brought that the British were actually 
landing in Cbarlestown, the general regarded it aa a feiut, and 
Btill refti»Ml to cliangc hi^ plan. But the zenl of individuals 
admitteii of no control. The welcome intelligence that the 
Briti-sli had actually saJUed out of Boston thrilled through men 
who were " waiting impmtiently to avenge the blood of their 
mm-derwl country-men." Owing to the want of activity in 
Word, who did not leave his boose during the whole day, all 
method was wanting ; but^ while the IwIIh wura ringing imd 
the drums beating to armn, oflicers who had longed for the 
opportnoity of meeting the British in battle^ soldiers who 
claug to the officers of their choice with constancy, eet off for 
the scene of battle, liardly knowing tberuselves whether they 
were countenanced by the general, or the committee of safety, 
or the council of war; or moved by tlie fiame impetuous en- 
thoua^m which had brought them forth on the nineteenth of 
April, and wliich hold *' an honorable death in the field for tlie 
liberties of all Aiuerica preferable to an igiiominioui slavery." 

The septuagenarian Seth Ponieroy of Xorthujujiton was 
roused by the contiuimuce of the eatmonade, and rode to 
Charlestown neck; there, tlioiiglitfnl for his horse, wliich 
waa a borrowed one, he shoxddered hia fowling-pjoce, uarcbed 
over on fool, aud, auiid loud cheura of welcome, took a place 
at tlio rail-fcnca 

Joseph WaiTcn, after discharging his duty in the commit^ 
tee of safety, reeolved to take part in the battle. Ho wa^ en- 
treated by Elbridgo Gerry not thus to expose Ms life. "It ia 
eweet aud becoiuiog to die for one's couutry," was his noswor. 
Throe days before, ho had been elected a provincial majorgen- 
eral. He knew the defects of the American cam]), the danger 
of the intrt'n(;he<l party, and how the cluiracter of hi.'* ponntry- 
meu and the intci-eete of raankiud hung iu suspense on the 
conduct of that day. About two o'clock he cro^wd Bunker 
Hill unattended, and with a musket in his hand. He rtood 
for a ehort time near a cannon at the rail-fence in couvoniation 
with Piitnam, who was ready to receive his ordera; bnt AVar- 
ren declined to assome authority, and parsed on to ttiu redoubt^ 
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where the clucf attack woa expected. Tlicre Prescott pro- 
posed tliat he shonld take tlio command ; but he answered as 
ho had dooe to Putrmm : '* I come as a volunteer, to leam from 
a Boldiur of oxpcricuce ; " aiid in chooeiag liis station ho looked 
onlj for the plu'c of danger and importance. 

Of tiie men of lii^dex who formed Little's re^iucnt, full 
a handrcd and tn'CDty-fiTc bostcacd to the aid of Pre«oott; 
Woroeetcr and Middlesex fumifihod more than eeventy from 
Brewer's repinent, and vnth them the prudent and fearless 
William Bunkminster of Barr4, tbeirlietitenant-oolonel. From 
the same eoiinties came above fifty more, nndor John Xison 
of Sadlmry. "WiUard Moore of Paxtou, a man of superior 
endowment*, led al)Out forty of Worceater county ; from the 
regiment of Whitcomb of Lancaster, there appeared at least 
fifty privates, bnt n'ItU no higher officers than captains. Not 
more tliuu tax light field-pieoes were brought upon the ground; 
and these-, from want of ammimition, were scarcely uaed. 

At tlie rail-feuoe there were, as yet, but the Couoecdcot 
men whom Prcticott had detached. The two ficM-picccfi had 
been deserted by the artillerymen. After tlie British had 
landed, and jnBt before they advanced, a party of New Harap- 
eldre levies arrived^ condnetcd by Colonel Jolin Stark, who, 
iiAKt to Preacott, brought the largest nnmber of men into the 
field. Wlien they camo to the iethmuK, wliieh was raked by 
cannon, Dearborn, one of Ids captains who walked by his Hide, 
adrliied a <{uiek step. " One fredi man in action is worth ten 
fatigued ones," replied Stark ; and he mai-chcd loienrely ncroeg 
CharlCiitown neck tlutmgh the galling fire. Tlie rugged trap- 
per was as cidm aa though he bad been hnnting in bin ttatire 
voodfl. At a glance upon the beach along ^Mystic river, " I 
Bitw there," he related, " the way eo plain tlmt the cneray coald 
not min it." Wliile some of hia men coiitiniiMl the line of 
defence by still weaving gram between the rails, others, at liis 
bidding, leaped down the l>aiik, and, with atones from adjacent 
walls, threw up a breastwork to the waters edge. Behind this, 
and wholly expoeod on the side of the water, ho posted triple 
ranks of Ids men; the rest knttlc or lay duivn. The time al- 
lowed him no opportTtnity of eongnlting with Prceeott ; they 
fotight independently ; Presoott to defend the redoubt, Kiiowl- 
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ton and Stark, wiUi Itecd's rcgimcut, to pn>tcct itM Haxik. 
These are all who arrived before ttic Iwgiimiiig of tbe attack; 
and not more than a Iiundrcd bjkI tifty otIieK of Tarioiu regi- 
mcute, led by different ofBeere or driven by tbeir own zeal, 
reacliod Uiu baCtlc-grouud before tbe retreat. From first to 
last Putnam took au active mtcreet in tbe expedition ; and the 
appointment of Freecutt to its coramand was made with bis 
ooncnrrence. Without iiiterferijig with that ooramaud, he 
wad now pluming adiiitional works on Bunker Uill, now 
mingling with tbe Connecticut troops at the rail-feuce, now 
threatening oftic-ers or men who seemed to bim dilatot^' or 
timid, now at Cambridge in person, or again by message, de- 
manding re-enioroements, ever engaged in aiding and cncour- 
flging hero and Uierc, oa tbu cu£o ruiiuiriNl. Aft*-r the first 
landing of tbe Britieh, ho nuiit <irdi;rB by his eon to tbe Con- 
necticut forces at Cambridge, " that they mu6t all meet and 
march immediately to Bunker Hill to oppose the enemy." 
Cbester and bis company ran for their arms and ammunition, 
and morcbcd with nieh alacrity tlut tbcy reached tlie batde- 
ground before tbo day was decided. 

While tbe camp at Cambridge wa» the Bceno of confusion, 
Howe caused rcfrc^ments to be distributed abundantly among 
hia troops. Tbe re-euforccment£ wbicli be bad demanded ar- 
rived, consisting of several more comjianieH of light infantry 
and greraulieiB, the forty-«eventh re^ment. &nd a batUUua of 
nurines. " The whole,*' wrote Gage, " made a body of some* 
thing above two tbouHand men;*' '*about two thousand men 
and two battalions to re-enforce him," wrote Burgoyne ; " near 
upon three thousand," thou^t very accurate observers, aud a 
corps of five rcgimente, one Irattolion, aud twenty tlank com- 
pnniee, more than seventy conipiuiies, must, after all allow- 
ADoee, be reckoned at two tbousand Qve hundred men or more. 
It comprised the chief strength of tbe army. 

Not tilt tbe news reached Cambridge of tliis second land- 
ing at CharU'stown was Ward ndieved fr»>m tlie appreheuwon 
that tbe main body of the British wonld interpose tbemsolvca 
between Cbark-etown and Cambridge. Persuaded of ilie se- 
curity of tite camp, and routed by the earnest entreaties of 
Devena of CliarleMtown, hinwelf a member of the committee 
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of eafety, Ward consented to order re-cnforeeiiients, among 
them Im owu regiment ; bnt it ^\m too late. Thu wliole num- 
bcT of Americans in the battle, including all sncb as crossed 
the caaBOway ijtiasonahlj to take part in the fight, according to 
the most eolemn aeenrancee of tlic oflioere who were iu the 
action, to the testimony of cyo>witneesee, to contemporary in- 
quirers, and to the carefully considered judgment of Waaliing- 
ton, did not oNoocd one thousand Sve Lnndrcd men. 

Nor slionld biBtory forget to record that, as in the army at 
Cambridge, so nlao in this gallant band, tbt; free utgroes of the 
eotoQj had their rcprc8cntatirce ; for the right of free negroee 
to bear urme in the public dofenci» was at that day not dis- 
pnted in New England. Tliey took their place in the ranks 
with white men ; and their names may be read on the penaon 
roils of the coimtry, aide by aide with those of other soldiers 
of the revolution. 

Two days after tlie expedition to Conoord, Gage lifld threat- 
tsaed that if tlie Americans elionid occupy Charle«town heights 
tho town sliould be bnmt Its inhabitants, howuvor, liad al- 
ways been willing that the tbruat should be disregarded. The 
time for the holocaust wa& come. Pretending lliat his flank- 
ing parties were annoyed from houses in tho village, Howe 
sent a boat over with a request to Clinton and Burgoyne to 
bunj it. The order wiw immediately obeyed by a dist-harge 
of shells from Copp's IIIll. The inllnmmablohuildings eaaght 
in ao iustant, and a party of men landed and spread tlie fire ; 
but, from a sudden shifting of the wind, tlie mnTenit>nu of the 
Brittsli were not covered by the smoke of the con8agnition. 

At half past two o'clock, or a very little later. General 
Howe, not confining Ids attack to the left wing alone, ad- 
Taoccd to a simultaneous assault on the whole front from the 
redoubt to Mystic river. In Burgoyne'e opinion, '* Iiis dispo- 
sition TPas 8o!dier-liko and perfect.'* Of the two eolumna 
whieh were put in motion, tlic one was led by Pigot against 
the redoubt, the other by Howe himself af>ainBt the dank, 
whicli aeeineil protected by nothing but a fence of rails and 
hay eiisy to Ije Wirambled over, so that PrcBCOtt, wlien his left 
should be turned, wonid find the enemy in his rear, and be 
forced to surrender. 
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As they \ieg^ to march, the battery oq Copp's Hill, from 
which Cliutun wid Buigojne were wutchiug everr movement, 
kept up an incesBODt fire, wliich was sccondcl by the Falcon 
and the Lively, the Somerset and the two floating battorles; 
the town of CliarloBtown, consisting of five hundrcl edifices of 
wood, btiTet into a blaze; and tho steeple of its only chnivh 
became a p}7ainid of fire. All the while tho maeU of the 
Khipping and the heights of the Britiah camp, the diiircih- 
towers, t\w hoiise-toiw of a pipiilous town, and the acclivities 
of the aiirroimdjng country, were crowded with spectators to 
watch tbu battle which was to toko place in full sight on » 
conepicuoiiB omuicnce. 

As 6001) aa Prescott perceived that the enemy were in mo- 
tiou, he conmianded liobinson, his Ueutenaut-colonel, the ^uua 
who conducted himwlf eo bravely in the fight at Concord, and 
Uenn* \V'oods, lug major, famed in the villages of Jhliddleeex 
for ability :uid patriotism, with eepamto detncbmcntg to flank 
the enemy ; and they executed hie orders U'itb pradenco and 
daring. He tJicn went through the works to encoumge and 
aoimate his inexperieDced suldiera. " Tlie redcoats will never 
peach the redoubt," such wore his words, an he hiniseU used to 
narrate them, *■ if you will but withhold ronr fire till I give 
the order, and be careful not to shoot over their heads." After 
this roimd he touk biit po»t in Uie redoubt, well satisfied that 
the men would do their duty. 

The British advanced in line in good order, steadily and 
dovly, panang on tho mareh for tltcir artillery 1o pniimro the 
way, and firing with mnskets as they advanced. But they fired 
too 600U and too high, doing but little injury. 

Encumbered witli their knapsacks, they aMendod the steep 
bill witli dithculty, covered as it was with grass reacldng to 
their knees, and intersected with walls and fenoes. Prasoott 
waited till the enemy had approached within eiglit rods x'; he 
afterward thought, within ton or twelve rods as tho oommitteo 
of safety of MasBachuBetts wrote, when be gave the word : 
" Fire I " At onoe, from the redoubt and breastwork, every 
gnn was discharged. Nearly the whole front rank of the 
enemy fell, and the rest, to whom this determiued resistance 
was unexpected, were brought to a stand. For a few minutes, 
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fiftociL or ten— who can oouut sacli minntee I— each one of the 
Anicrir-iirK, completely covered while he loaded his musket, 
exposed only while he stood upon the wooden platfonn or 
stops of earth iu the redoubt to tiiku aim, fought according to 
bia Qvra judgment and n-ill ; and a cloee and unreoiiiting fire 
uras continaed and returned, till the British eto^gcrcd, wavei-od, 
and then, iu disordered oussee, retrcatod precipitately to the 
foot of the bill, and eome even to thoir boats. 

The eolmnn of the enem}*, which advanced near tlie Jljetic 
under the load of Howe, moved gnllnntly ogninst the nvil-fence, 
and, when within eighty or one hondred yards, displayed into 
line with the precigion of troops on parade. Here, too, the 
Americans, commanded by Stark :md Knowlton, cheered on 
bj Putnam^ who like Prescott bade them reserve thdr tire, 
restrained them»:lTes as if by imiver^ consent, till at the 
proper momeot, renting their guns on tho rulft of the fence, 
tbey pouted fortli a doliborato, well-directed, fatal difcliargo; 
here, too, tho British recoiled from the volley, and, after a short 
coiit«t, were thrown into oonfusioa, eounded a retreat, and 
fell back till they were covered by tbe groiuid. 

Then followed momoiitH of joy iu that uidiniithed redoubt, 
and behind the grassy rmipart, where New England hofilwad- 
men beheld veteran battalions shrink before their arms. Their 
bearla bounded as they congratulated eaoli other. The night- 
watches, tlurst, huDgeJ*, danger whether of captivity or death, 
were foi^tten. Tbey promised themselves victory. 

As the Brltmh soldiere retreated, the oSIcec8 were seen, by 
the spectators on tbeoppoate shore, running down to tlicm, 
nsbg paBdocate gestoree, and poshing them forward with their 
BiFords. After an intcrvid of alMtut fifteen minutes, during 
which Proeoott moved round among hie men, cheering them 
with praiae, the British column under Pigot rallied and ad- 
vanced, though with apparent reluctance, in the same order w 
before, tiring as tbey approached within musket-ahot. This 
time the Americanfl mthhcsld their fire till the enemy were 
within sax or five rods of tho redoubt, when, as tlie order was 
given, it eeemod more fatal than before. Tlie enemy continued 
todiioharge tlieir gum, and jiruswd forward with spirit. "But 
from the whole Ajnerioan line there was," said Pretioottj '* a 

TOt. IT,— 16 



226 AMERICA ARMS FOR BELF-DEFENOE. ». m.; on. nrr. 

eoncinuouB etream of firo;" and though the BntUb officers 
expoaed themselTaa fearlufi^;^', ivnionetniting, tUivatoniiig, and 
even atrildng the eoldieni to urge them on, iixey coiild notroabh 
the redoubt, but in a few moments gave way in greater disor- 
der tliUL before. The wounded and tlie dead oorered the 
grotmd in front of the works, some lying within n few yards 
of tbem. 

On the flank the British liglit infantry again inan-hod up 
its companies aguinet tlio gra»-fuuce, hut cuuld nut penetrate 
it. " Indeed," vFTOte eome of t]«j surriTOra, " bow conld we 
penetrate it } Most of oiir grenadiers and Light inf antr,-, the 
moment of presenting theinsclvce, lost threo fotirths, and 
many nine tenths of their men. Stnne hod only eight or nine 
meu iu a eomiJany left, some only three, four, or live." On 
ibe ground whore but the day before the mowers bad Bwnng 
the Bcytbe in peace, "the dead,*' relates Stork, "lay aa thick as 
aheep in a fold." Howe for a few Beconds was left nearly 
alone, so many of the officQjrs about him having iMn-n killed or 
wounded ; an<] it re^nired the ntmoRt exertion of all, from the 
generals down to the suballenis, to repair the rouL 

At interralB, the artillery from the ships and batteries was 
pkying. while the Hames were rising over the town of Ciiarlee- 
town and laying waste the places of the graree of its falJion, 
and streets were falling together, and ebip^ at the yards were 
era^lung on the stoclce, and the kindred of the Americans, from 
the fields and hills and honae-tope arottnd, watched crci^ gal- 
lant net of their defendei*8. "Tlw whole," wrote Bui^jne, 
"vas a complication of horror and iniportonoe beyond any- 
thing it ever came to my lot to be witness to. It vis a eight 
for a yoong aohUer that the longest sernoo may not funiiah 
agun." 

*' If we drive tliom back onoe more," cried Presoott, " they 
cannot rally again." To the hosbandmen about him the tei^ 
rible and appulUug scene was alfcc^cthcr new, and not one of 
them shrank from dnty. "We are ready for the redooata 
Again," they shouted, cheering their commander. 

In tho longer intonml that preceded the third attack, a 
conucil of officers dieolowd the fact that the ammonition was 
thnoet exhaa8t«d. Thon^i Proecott had sent in tho morning 
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for a supply, be had roccirutl none, and tbere were not fifty 
bsyoDeU iu his party. A few artillerj cartridges were dia- 
covcnxl, and, a« die last rcaource, the powder iu tlicai wuh dts- 
tiibutcd, witU tlie direction tltat not u koruel of it should be 
wasted. 

Tbu royal army, exasperated at retreatiug before an enemy 
whom thcj had professed to deepiso, and by the dglit of many 
kundredd of their men who htj dead or blooding on the ground, 
prepared to renew the engagement. While the Uglit iofaDtiT 
and a port of the grenadiera were left tu continuo the attack at 
the r&il-foiiee, Howe conconcratcd the rest of his furoos upon 
the redoubt. Cannon were brought to bear in sueli a uiaaQor 
oa to mke the intdde of the breastwork from one end of it to 
the other, so that the Americans were obliged to crowd withio 
tlicir fort. Then the British troops, havmg dineUL-umljured 
tlicmKclveH of tliuir knapfiacks, advunC4}d m colunin with lixed 
bayoDeta. Clinton, who from Copp's ilill hod watched the 
iMttle, at this critical moment-, witLont orders, pushed oil in 
A boat and put hitusolf at the head of two battalions, the 
marines ind the forty-«eTeiith, which, aeemed to hesitate on 
the beach as if nncertain what to do. These formed the ex- 
treme left of the British, and advanced from the south; the 
fifth, the tliirty-cighth, and forty-third battaUons formed the 
centre, and attacked from iJia eust ; on Uieir right was the 
Jifty-second with grenadleiSf who forced the now deserted iu- 
trenchments. 

The Americans within the redoubt, attacked at once on 
three sides by six battalions, at that time numbered le^s than 
seren hondred men. Of ihc^c, some had no more than one, 
none moro than four rounds of ammunition left. But Pros- 
liotfs eelf-poeseesion increased with danger. lie directed his 
men to wait till the enemy were within twenty yards, when 
they poured upon them a dtadly volley,' The Briti&li wavered 
for an instant, and then spr&ng forward without retuming the 
fira The American fire sLickened, and b^^m to die away. 
The British roachcd the rampart on the southom side. Thoso 
who first sealed the parapet were shot down as they mounted. 
Pitcaim foil mortally wounded, just as he was entering the 
redoubL A single artillery cartridge furnished jKJwder for 
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the last moekets which tlie Auiericaus fired. The breastwork 
iM^iu^ abandoued, tliu Ammunition expended, the redoubt half 
filled with mgulnni, at a littlu bi>fore four PreNCott, oD the 
point of being snrrounded, gave the word to retreat. He him- 
self was ftinong the last lo leave the fort, escaping uiilinrt, 
though with owt and wiiifitcoHt rent and picrcud by baj-onets, 
which he pnrried with his sn-ord. The men, retiring throng 
the sally-port or leaping over the walls, made their way through 
ttieir euemico, (rach for himself, witliout much ortlcr, ajid the 
dost which rose from the dry earth now powdered in the son, 
and the emoke of the cn^ngemcnt, gave them some cowrinj?. 
The Uritiah, who had tnmed the norti-eostcro end of the 
breastwork, and bad eonie round the angle of the redoubt, 
were too much exhausted to ime Uie bayonet agninst tbem 
with vigor, and at firgt the (wirtieR were bo closely intermingled 
as lo interrnpt the tiring ; a sapply of ball for the artillery, 
wnt from Bcfaton during the battle, waa too large fur tlie tield- 
pieces wiiidi aceoin]mnicd the detnchraent. 

The brave men of the redoubt would have been effectually 
cut otT but for tlic provincials at the mil-fetico and Uio bank of 
the Mystic, who had repnlsed the eneniy twice, and now held 
tliem in clicck till the main body Ixad left the hill. Not till 
tJien did the Connecticut coinponie*! nnder Knowlton, and the 
Kew Hampshire soldiers under Stark, qnit the etation, which 
fliey bad *' nobly defended.** The retre»t waa made with more 
regularity than could have been expected of troops who had 
been for eo short a time tinder di^*iplitie, and of whom many 
hod never Itefore seen an engngemcril. Trevett and his men 
drew off the only tield-plece that vna saved. The musket of 
Poineroy wa« stnielc and niiirkt-d by a ball. Tlio redoubt, the 
brow of Rniiker Hill, and the piuuci^* acroaa the <.'liarIe«town 
caneeway, were the principal places of alaughter. 

Putnam, at (he tliird onset, was absent, " employed in col* 
lecting men" for re-cnforcomcut«, and was encountered by the 
retreating ]mrty on the northern ileclivity of Bunker HilL 
Aetiug on Ids own responEibility, he now for the tin^t timo 
during the day assumed the supremo dircctioiL Without or- 
ders from aay person, he rallied snch of the fogitivee u would 
obey him, joiued them to a detachmeDt which bad not arrived 
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in seoacm to ebare iu the oombat, and took posseedon of Proe- 
pcct Hit), where be encain[H>i] thiit very night. 

Re{mriDgto head-qoArtem, Pmicott offered, nith three fresh 
Y^fanentato recorer his post; hut for himself he sougltt neither 
promotioD nor praise, and, having perfonn«<t tlio !)e£t service, 
never thought tliat he hod done more than hia diit^. It is the 
contem^xtrary record thitt during the battle " no one appeared 
to have anj command hut Colonel Preseott," and that " hia 
bravery coulil never be enough acknowledged au<l appl&Tided." 
The canip long repeated tlio vitory of bis fiolf-collected valor; 
and a historian of the war, who beat knew the jndgmeDts of 
the nrmy, has rightly awarded tho " highest pri2o of gloiy to 
Prescott an<l hi^ companions." 

TliQ British were miable to continue tho porsnit beyond 
the istlmuiR. Thwy liad idrea<ly brought their begt forft« into 
the field ; more than a third of tIio8Q engaged lay dead or bleed- 
ing; and the enrvivora were fatigued, and overawed by the 
courage of their adversaries. The battle pat an end to all 
oJlenaive operations on tlie part of Gage. 

The number of the killed and wounded in hiB army mSj 
by hie own account, at least one tlumeand and tiftj-four. Sev- 
enty commissioned officers were wounded, and thirteen wen 
ilain. Of tlieee, there were one lieuteuant-oolonel, two majors, 
and seven captains. For Dcnr half an hoar then had bc«n a 
continued »hG<!t of fire from tho provincials ; and the action 
vaa hoc for double that period. Tlie oldeat Boldiors had never 
Been the like. The battle of Qui.'hoc, which von half a conti- 
nent, did not cost tho lives of so majiy officers as the battle of 
Bunker Hill, which gained nothing but a place of encamp- 
meoi; 

That Howe did not &11 was a marveh The praiaca bo* 
stowed uQ his apathetic valor, on the gallantry of Pigot and 
Bawdon, on the conduct of Clinton, reBected honor on tlie nn- 
truned farmers, who, though inferior in nnmbcrs, had tasked 
tho most strenuous cterlions of their assailants before tliey 
ooukl ho (lifilodgod from the defeuoos which they had had but 
four hours to oonstmct 

Tho loes of the Americana amounted to one hnndrcd and 
forty-five killed and miaeing, and three hundred and foor 
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wound(!d. Tlie tnive Moses Parker, of C'lieimsford, was 
iroimditl and taken prisoner; he died in Boston jail. Major 
"Willard Moon; rt-ceivod owe severe wound at tie second attack, 
snd BOOH after another, 'wLicIi ho felt to be mortnl ; so bidding 
farewell to those who would have bome him off, he insisted 
on their saving thetnsolves, and remained to die for the good 
catue, which he bad served in eoniicil and in arms. Bnclaoin- 
Bter wnfl dangeiouely wounded, but recovered. The injury to 
NixoQ was eo great that be suffered for many monihs, and 
narrowly escaped with hiit life. Tlmmaii Gardner, a member 
of congreiw from Cambridge, wm hastening vritli gome part of 
hie r^^ment to tlie redoubt ; but, as lie wa« descending Bimker 
HiU, lie wag mortally wonndcil by a random sliot. His towng- 
men mourned for the rural etatogman, in whom they had long 
and unanimously reposed their contidenoe; and "Waahington 
gave him the funeral honors duo to a gallant officer. Andrew 
McClary, on that day nneurpassed in brarory, returning to 
reconnoitre, perished by a ebnuoc emmon-boll on tbo isdunus. 

J net at the moment of the retreat fell Joseph Warren, tlie 
lajit in the trcocbm. In lum were couibincd Bwiftneas of 
thought and resolve, courage, endurance, and raaniiere wliicb 
won nnivereal love. He opposed tbe BritiBli government, not 
from interested motivee nor from rcecntment. Gnilctcss and 
intrepid, he waa in truth a i>9triot. As the momenr for the 
appeal to anna approached, lie watched with joy tlie revival 
of the generous Bpirit of New England's ancestors ; and \riier* 
ever the peril wm greatest he was present, animating not by 
worda alone, but ever by hio example. His Integrity, tJio 
soundness of his judgment, his ability to write readily and 
well, his fervid eloquence, his exact aequainianoo vnih Ameri- 
can rights aud the iufringemento of them, gave anthori^ to 
his advice in private and in the provincial congress. Had he 
lived, the future ecemcd burdened %rith hia hooore ; he cheer- 
fully eacriticed all for tlie freedom of hia oonntiy and the 
rightit of man. 

By his countiymen ho wm " moat sinoercly and iiniversBlly 
lamented;" his motlior would not he conaoled. lltn death, 
preceded by that of bis wife, left his children altogether or- 
phans, till tlie continent, at the motion of Samuel Adamn, 
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adopted them in part at least as its own. Tho congress of his 
native state, who knew him well, had chosen him to f^ido 
their debutes, aiid had rouuutly rai&cd him to high command 
in their annj, proclaimed their *' veneration for Joseph ^Var- 
ren, as for one whose memory ia endeared to liis coantiymen, 
and to the worthy in cvcty pait and age of the world, eo lung 
OB virtue and valor shall bo wtoemed among men." 

The reports of tlie generals show tlie opinions in the two 
camps after the battle. *'The suocees," wrote Ciage to Dart-i 
moutJ), "which was very neoeeaary in our preeeut condition, 
co0t us dear. The number of killed and woimded is greater. 
than our forces can afford. We have lost some extremely 
good ofiiccra. The trials we have had show tlie relwls are notV 
die deepicahlo rabble too many have supposed them to be; , 
ami I find it owinj^ to a military npirit encouraged among them 
for a few years past, joined nith imcommou zeal and enthuei- 
a/utu Thoy inCrcncJu and roifo battoriea ; they have engineera. 
They have fortified all the height« and paa&ea around this town, 
which it is not impossible for them to unnoy. The ctmqucvt . 
of this cotrntry is not easy ; you bare to cope with vaat nmn- 
bcre. In alt their wan against the French, tlicy never showed { 
M much conduct, attentionf and peiwversnec as they do now. 
I think it my duty to let your lordship know tho true ^tootioa 
of affaire." 

On tho other hand, Ward, in a general order, gave thanks 
to *' the offloens and eoldiers who behaved so gallantly at the 
action in Charleatown ;" and, in words which expressed tho 
conviction of his camp, he added : *' We Hhall tiuaUy come 
ofl victotioos, and triuuipb over the enemies of freedom and 
America." The evcnt» of Ihu day uonlinnod \t'a»iiingtoa in 
his habitual belief that the liberties of Amehoa would be pr^ 
aervod. To Im Euglish friends Franklin wrote : '^ Americoua 
will light ; England has luet her colonies forever." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE ABUT BtiUKU B06T0K. 

JuwB IY-Adgcot 1776. 

DcBDTO the evening md night after tlie oogogomoDt tlie air 
trembled 'wttli the groans of the wounded, m thej were borne 
orer the Charles and throagh the streets of Boston to ill- 
provided hospitalii. To the end of the war, the conrogo o| 
the insurgents in this battle of the people, and their akUl as 
niarkuiueii, never went out of miod. The lods of oftioera was 
disproportionately great; and tlie gloom of Oie British was 
deepened hy tbe reflection that tltey had fonght against their 
own kimlrecL The mortallj wounded, like Abercroiiibie, liad 
not the conitoIatioQ tliat their muiuor}' would bo held in honor. 

America was, he;i'ond any oountrr lu tlio world, the 
of the most yaried legislative experience; but in its rcmotft^ 
uccsd front dnugor and ita abhorreneo of a Htanding army there 
iros not any organized force except of the people A9 a militia ; 
so that it had no choice of officers but from thoeo of the 
militia who had chanced to eeo some ehort service in the 
French wars, retired English ofScora who bad m^^ their 
homett fu America, or eivilians. 

On the day of the Bunker Bill battle the continental oon- 
greM elected four majoi'-generah!. From defcroneo to ifa 
chusettM, tlie fimt of tliese wait jVrtenias Ward, though he had' 
not jet received a commission from that oolonj, and from his 
broken health was unlit for the station. 

The Americana, with ingennous confidence, ■seumod thai. 
Charlie r.iCo, the scm of an ^igliali officer and trained up 
boyliood for the army, waa, as ho repre^jnted him&elf, a sol- 
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(Uer of nbilitj and large experience, and tlioir friend from oon- 
%*iction of the equity of Uieir caune. " From wliat I Itoow of 
liiiu," wrote Sir Joeeph Torke, tlion British minietor at die j 
Ila^e, "he 'i& the worst preeeut wliicli could W made to 
any army." Reduced to lialf pay, he had "no chance of 
bein^ provided for at Itomej" aiid, a« an adventnrer, songht 
" employment in any part of the world." Clinging to Knglwid 
all the while and holding it '^ wrutchodnees itself not to be 
able to herd with tiio clutv to whidi he had been aocnstoined 
from hia infancy," he looked upon the Americans as "bad* 
company," and unworthy of independenoe. No poeition was 
too hiph for his conceit ; yet ho wna too petulant to persevere 
eren in intrignc^ to aHpi>lant liis superiors. JLIe wrote with vi- 
vacity and Boraetiine» witli ter»«n(^, but never with feeling; 
for ho hitd no sinccritv nnd loved neither man nor woman. He 
%-as snbjoct to '* apleen and gloomy moods ; " excitable ahaoet 
to madness ; alike violent and venatile. Ha passed for a brave 
man, but in sodden danger he quailed. His mobility, though 
sometimes mietaken for activity, only disguised Ins iuctficiency. 
He was poor in oonnci! ; prodigal of oenrare j downcast in dis- 
aster; aft£r encctMA, claiming honor not his own ; cvur ready to 
cavil and perplex. lie professed to be a f ree-thinVer ; but he \ 
had only learned of Bcoffers to deny '* tho Ood of the Jcwb," \ 
onree tlie clergy, and lutto orthodox dissonteni. Ttl-nuinnenKl, a 
great sloven, wretchedly profane, always with dogs about him, 
his nuinerooaeccentncitied were neither exaggerations nor cari- 
catures of an^ihing American, and discloeed on utiMiuud mind. 
Having no fellow-feeling with the common people, he would 
have preferred a conntry of elavc* under a lenient inastGr to 
a democratic govermnent, Hia sordid soul had no poseion ao 
ftrong aa covetouraees, and he was always eeeking to escape 
spending numey even on himself. Havingbeen an aide-de-camp 
to the king of Poland, he claimed to ** have pa«ned t]uou|^ 
the higher military ranka in aoine of the mo^t respectable aer- 
vicee of Europe, aud to be a major-general of five years' stand- 
ing," and had it-attod npon congress with tlio tlionght of being 
cho<H;n conunaoder-iD-chief. At the moment of accepting 
employment from a nation which was looking to France for 
Bpnpatiiy, he oasurcd biii uwn king of his ruaduioea to serve 
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jtgainat the natnrol bereditorr enemies of Englaod with Uie 
utmost alacrity and z<:-jlI. He often regretted having hazarded 
hU **aU'^ ia the American cause. Yet coiignd^ ele<:ted him 
their Hevoiid major-general, m tluit, on the retiremeDt of Ward, 
he would eU-ind next, to "Washington. 

New Y'ork had been aeked to propoee the third luajor- 
goneral; eho hod more tlian one citizen of superior mililaty 
talent; but her prorincial congrcBS, Hmi ring t!ie choice to those 
who poseeased " the gifts of fortune,'' selected I^hilip Schuyler. 
Kontgomerj' heailattxl, aa/iug : " Hie consequeoce iu the pror- 
incu makes him a fit (iul)JL-ct for au Iin]X)rtant trust; but haa 
he eti'ong aerree I I could wi&h that poiut well ascertained 
with reepeot to any man so employed." The vote for him, 
in congress was not without dissent 

Tor the fourth major-general, the choice fell upon Israel 
Putuani, of CoonecticuL Woo^ter, an well as Spencer, of the 
Bame oulony, stood before him in age and rank, and equalled 
him iu love of country and conmge ; but a Bkinni^L at Kast 
Uiiston, iu which he look thu lead, had lieeu heralded m a groat 
TicCory, uid the ballot in hm favor is recoiiled as unauimous. 
Of Ma«achutictt£ by birth, at the age of thirty-aevcn he bc^an 
hijs career witli the oommisfiinn from Connrcticut of a second 
lieutenant, and his eerrice had been chiefly as a ranger, 

Horatio Gateii, a K-UreJ IJrili^ii ollit.'er who resided in Vir^ 
ginia, came next lU adjiitaiit-gi-ucral with the rank of lingudier. 

On tlte tweuty^tirst of June, Thomas Jcffersoo, then thirty 
jetxt of age, watered congnw, preceded by t brilliant rcpnta- 
IJon M a vigorous writer and a far-sighted stateunon. 

The twenty<aecond bronght tlie great tidings of the l>attle 
near Bunker riill. "A breach on our affeiTtiotu wnfi needed 
to rouse the country to action,'' cxelaimed Patrick Henry as 
lie heard of the deatli of 'Warren. Cougrees proceeded to 
the election of eight brigadiers, of whom all but one were 
from New Enghmd. Iu deference to the choice of tlie cou- 
gresa of Masgadiiuetts, the first waa Setli Fomeroy ; bat be i«> 
tired before receiving hi& commission. The wvond was Ricli- 
ard Montgomery, of New York, a Scotch-Irishman by birth, a 
soldier by profeeeton, well-informed ta a etateamau, faultleesin 
privateUfo,a patriot from tho heart. Ho was followed by David 
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"WooftttT, of OonnecKcnt. » brave and opriglit man of sixty-Sve ; 
Willlaiti Heath, of Roxburj-, Masaacliuaetts, a patriot fanner, 
vrho held bigli Tsnk iti the tniin-baiub and hail rou] books on 
the military art ; Joseph Spencer, of Connecticat, a man past 
eiz^, a mo«t respectable citizen, bnt^ from age and incxpo- 
rience, not qnsklificd for cooncib of war; Jolm Thomas, a 
physician, of Ivingston, MasBachnsetts ; and John SaUivan, an 
able laMn'cr and patriot statefflnan of New Hanipsliire. Tlie 
Iflfit was Nathnniel Groone, of Hhode Island, iinsarpassod in 
the fortitude which bcare up against defeat. 

'WaKliington, ivho at that time was affluent, took delight 
in his bcaHtifiilljf sitnated home at Mount Vernon, where he 
gave an example of pnrity of life, of systematic order in the 
management of hia estate, and benevolence to those in want. 
To his wife, whofie ininiatnre he wore on his breaet from iho 
day of tiis marriage to his death, ho wrote on the cigbteenth 
of Jane : " You may beUeve me, I should enjoy more real 
happinctis in ono month with yon at home tb.in I have the 
most distant prospect of finding abroad if my stay were to be 
seven timoe seven years. I have used every endeavor in, my 
power to avoid ebui appointment, from a conicionsnesa of Its 
being a tnuit too great for my capaeity, but, as a tcind of des- 
tiny has thrown mo npon this service, I shnll hope tliat my un- 
dertaking it 18 designed to answer some good porposo, I shall 
rely eontldmidy on tliat Providence whicli has hitherto pre- 
aerved aiul been bountiful to me." 

At a farewell supper, tlie members of eongreaa rose as they 
drank a health to "Uie comniaiidcrin-rhief of the American 
army ; " to his thanks they listened in stillness, for a sense of 
the difficnltiee before him suppressed every festal cheer. 

On the twenty-third ho was escorted ont of Philadelphia 
by the 3r[aMachTifietts delef^tes and numy othere, -with mu^ic, 
officers of mihtia, and a cavalcade of light-horee. " I, poor 
creature," said John Adams, as he rctnruod from this '• pride 
and pomp of war," ** I, worn out wiUi scribbling for my bread 
and my liberty, low in spirits and weak in healtli, ron<it leare 
I others to wear the laorela which I have sown ; others to eat 
' the bread which I have earned." To his brother, Wasliington 
WTot« confidingly : "Ibid adieu toeveiyldnd of domestic eaae^ 
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and enibark on a wido ocean, lK>undIo6S in lla prospect, and in 
wliicli perhajw no safe barlmr is to Iw fonnd." He went 
fortli to liazard lame and life in th« command of an army 
which had Deitber experionced otRcen, nor discipline, nor per- 
manency, nor proper arrna, nor ammmiition, nor funds for its 
support ; encouraged only liy the hope that, by self-saerifico, ha 
might reiicuu tlie rights of his oonntry. 

On Siinduy, the twenty-fiftli, all New York wa» in motion. 
Tryon, the royal governor, and "Wasliington were to enter the 
city, and lioth were entitled to be received with public hooore. 
A» "Waidiingtou, Bccompanicd by Lee and Schuyler, under the 
eidcort of the Philadelpliia light-hur»e, was about to cmes the 
Hudson, tlie belle were rung, the militia paraded in their gnyeet 
trim, and at four o'clock in the afternoon the commander-in- 
chief, dressed in a uniform of blue and drawn in an open car- 
riage by a pair of white horecs, was escorted into the city by 
nine eom])a]iit» of iufautry; and, from bouse-tops, windows^ 
aud the streets, was gazed at by multitudes of all agea and iKith 
sexBs. Tryou, luudiug at uightfull, was uoieulessly cscoited by 
one company aiid a few magistrates to a house in Broadiray. 
Amazed and cast down, he masked his dongiis under an air of 
unconcern and blandness. Washington directed S^'huylor to 
keep watch of bis movements, aud wrote a warning to con- 
gress. 

On the twenty-sixth the provincial congress of New York, 
in their addrees to Washington, expreasecl their fullest a» 
snrance that, upon an accommodation, he would cheerfully 
resign hilt trust and become once more a citizen. " When we 
aesumed the soldier we did not lay aside tlie ciiiisen,'' auswered 
Washington for himself and hia officon;; but, having onoo 
drawn the sword, he postponed the thought of private life to 
the ** establishment of American liberty on the most lirm and 
solid foundations." 

The next day the New York ooogrees prodnoed its plan 
of accommodation. For the oulonies it insisted on the repeal 
of obnoxious acts aud the oudistorbed exercifo of the powers 
of interual lefrishition and taxation ; It left to Great Britain the 
power t4i a-gubte the trade of the whole empire ; and, un pmpcr 
reqtusitiuns, promised assistance in the general defence, either 
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from the colonics feverdlj, or through a contiuental oongreaB, 
of which the president should bo appointed by the irmwD. 

Wliile Washington waa boriie toward Cambridge on the 
affectionate confidt-iicc: of the people, congreiw, which bad u 
yet supported its commander-in-cWef with nothiufi; liejond a 
commi^ion, was driven to issue continental bilU «f credit to 
tho amount of two inillione of dotlars, mid to pledge " the 
twelro confederated colonics" for their redemption. 

A code for the government of the continental arniT wae 
adopted. The CJreen Mountain lioy» were alluwed the choice 
of thdr own officers ; and &s CarktOQ *' visb making prepara- 
tions to invade tbo colcmice, and vras inatigating the Indian 
nationH agaiuint Uiem," Schnjler was directed to repair to 
Tieonderoga and Crown Point witli anthoritj to oecupy St. 
John's, Montreal, and any other parts of Can^. To the In- 
dians, agents were »;nt with presents and speechoR, " to prevent 
tlieir taking any port iii the commotions." Alliances with 
them were forbidden, except to ooonteraot Briti^ emiaMriea. 

On the sixth of July congress set forth tbo caiiaee and 
iiecesfflty of taking up arms. Kecapitnlating the ^vrongs of 
Ainenca, they asked, in words which Edmund Jiurke ridi- 
ctilcd OB tbc " nonsense " of men wholly iguoraiit of the state 
of pardee in Eoglnnd : '' Why should wo ennmerato our inju- 
ries iu detail i By one statute it is declared that parliament 
can of right make laws to bind us in nil ea»ee whatfioover. 
"WTiat ifl to defend us against m unUmited a power ? Not a 
single nuui of tlioiie who astmme it is clioeen by ns ; imd an 
American rcvonne would lighten their own burdens in propor- 
tion as they inereafie ours.'* Lord North's proposal for condliaF 
tion ti)ey condemned aa iitKidinnxly designed to divide the colo- 
niee^ and leave them nothing bat *' the indulgence of raimng 
the prescribed tribute in their own mode." After ennmcraling 
the boKtile acts at Lexington and Conoonl, Boston, Cltarlfstown, 
and other plaoee, the seizure of ships, tlio intercepting of pro- 
lieuHUi, the attempts to iiubody Canadians, Indiaius, and insur- 
gont a]avc», they sum up their complaint : " These colomes 
now feci tho complit'Uted calamities of fire, sword, and fiunino. 
We are ruduced lo tho alttnialive of choosing an nueonditional 
aabmiadon to irritated miniaters, or resistance by ftjrce. The 
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Utter ifl our clioicu. Wc Imve coimted the cost o£ tliifi contest, 
and find uotliing eo dreadful a£ Toltmtarj slaveij. Oar eauae 
lA just, oar imioa is perfect, our internal roeoDree« *n> grott, 
and, if neceesor)', foreign asidstaniw is uudoubtediy attainable. 
Boforo God and tLc world, we declare tliat the ariiis we liave 
l>cen compellod hy our oncmios to nssuiuo wc will employ for 
tlie preKierratiou of our liliertius^ l>®>ng, with one miud, re- 
solved to die free men ratlier tluui live slarea. We liave not 
raised armios with designs of separating from Great iJritain 
and eatabliiilung independent states. Heoemty haa not yet 
drirori iis into tbut doitpenitu inuuuurc Wo exhibit to man- 
kind the Bpectacle of a people attacked by unprovoked ene- 
mies, without any impntatiou or even suspicion of offence. In 
our own native land, in defence of the freedom that is oar 
birthright, for the protection of our property against violcnco 
actually oScrcd, wo have taken up arms. We shall lay them 
down ti'ben hiHitilttioe shall cease on the port of tlie nggreaaon, 
and alt danger of their being renewed aholl be removed, and 
not before," 

Of tliis [Miter, the autlior from the first word to tlie last was 
Diokinaon.* Thet!econdpetition to the king, written Iikewi.>ie by 
him, thus prop4>ae<I z negotiation to be preceded by a truve : " We 
beaeecli your mujctity to direct some mode by which tlte united 
applications of your faithful colonists to tlio tlirenc, in pur^ianoa 
of their common councite, may be unproved into a happy and 
pennnucnl reconciliation ; and Uiat, in the uioan time, measures 
may bo takm for preventing tho farther destractiou of the lives 
of your tnajcsty's subjects, and that such statutes as more imme- 
diately distreas any of your majesCy'fl colonies may be rvpcaled." 

Tho United Colonics next set forth to the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, a& countrymen and brotherB, that the repeal of 
tho laws of whicli thoy oompbiined mx\t<t go before the dis- 
banding of their army, or the renewal of commoreo. On the 
same day thanks were Addressed to tlie lord mayor, aldermeo, 
and liverj- of I,ondoo, for their tinaolicited sympathy. 

Kichard Penn, one uf the proprietaries of Pennsylvania 

*TbraiigblbrgiMd(iAeM(rf<l. n.V»)r«. IItt*«CMmIni^ th»orl0iwlIIR Ub 
fnm ilw Bni to» W fhaly^ with M the Manadmim. to thr hMidw»mi>g of pick. 
toNw, Md p~ oiaw wu ilnvs ij tuj liaad tmi hie own. 
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aud reoently its governor, & most loyal Eu^Uelunan, bound 
by the atrongest tnotivefl of iiiterestt to avert American iu- 
depeiidence, was scU'ctcd to bear tho sceood petition to tbe 
throne. He aissumed the trust with alacrity, and on tbe 
tvelftti of July unibarked on \ih miction. The liopu of uicceut 
grew cmt of tht readiness of the Ainericans, on the conrlitbn of 
exemption from parliamentary taxation, to bear the reetraintB 
on their trade ; or, as an altoraative, to purcbafle a freedom of 
tradu Like that of S<»>thind by taxing tltemsotrcs tuvriird the 
payment of the catioQal debt 

Od tlie third of July, Washington rode forth from his qnar^ 
teiB at Cambridge, nomcronelj attoudcd, and took command of 
the continental army. A favorable opinion had gono before 
him ; but 1m -pntatiuca wan greater tlian hia fame. Tbe pro- 
TJnoial eoiigresB at Watertown welcomed him in a cordial 
addreffi. Greene and the Ilhode Island officers nmnjfestod 
KflEectioDate confidence Prcnuiaos of uiiitual reliance, M'liich 
■were ncTar Itroken, were exclianged with Trumbull, tlie goT- 
cmor of Connecticat. 

Tho camp contained a pcojilc in arms, rather tlian an army. 
No one could tell precisely its numbers or the etale of its 
Btores. Tlie eoldicrB had enlisted under different agreements, 
and for periods indefinite but eltort. Each colony hod its own 
mlofi of military govenmient and its own system of auppUee ; 
and tho term of eervi<» of the men, who were for tho most 
part fri^olders and the sons of freoholders, was fixed by spo- 
eific covenants. Gates, the adjatant^^enenl, entered Lmmedi- 
■tcly on his duties and found ibondant occupation in bringing 
the incoherent regiments of novices into order, for the muta- 
tion in the troops was tnocKsant iind made tlie renewd cf in- 
Btruction equally BO. Happily his temperament and manners 
adapted him to the doty, and he contrived in a wonderfully 
Bh(Ht time to give to tJicir parades a decent appeanmo*?." 

"While a return of the state of the army was preparing, 
Washington visited the Amf^rican pofits and reconnoitred thoae 
of the enemy. Of Charleatown nothing was to be seen but 
chhnucys and ntbbtsli. Above the nuns rose the tents, of 
Britifib forces, strongly posted on Bimker Jlill, irith a redoubt 
* HS. of GnjpaoD, ma tuly ftide-dMsunp of WwhlngWn. 
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ou Breed's Ilill, and sentries cxteadiag bej'ond Gliarlcfetuwn 
neck. Tbe light-liorsc and a few Iroojw were in Boston ; the 
largtMt part of the Uritish anny was deejily lutrL-ncliwi on 
Boxbury neck. 

Of tlie inhalHtante of Boston, six thoofiand eeTcn. handrod 
and fifty-three remained in the town, deprived of wholesocad 
food ; conlinod to tlioir houses after ton o'clock in tho evening ; 
liable to Ixj rcjlibed witlioiil ntlre^i:: ; ev(>r eKpoHed to t}ie timticc 
of tlio soldiers and cliidden for tears as proofs of dielojaltj-. 

Tbe Brid&U land forco, weakened on tbe retreat from Con- 
cord, at Bunker Ilill, in itkirmixheft, from ttiekiietw, and by 
desertion, had uo more than sixtj'-tivc bnndrcd etfectivc rank 
and tile. But these were tbe choicest troopa; and bad do- 
minion of tbo water. 

'WaAliiagtou found tbe American army dispcised in a semi- 
circlo from tlie west cDd of Doi-clieeter to Maiden, a distance 
of nine miles. At Roxbnry where Tliomas commanded, B 
BtPODg work, pknnod by Knox (ind Watcre, crowned the bill, 
and secured the pass. The centre of the array was with "Ward 
at Cambridge, Its lines reacliing from tlie coUf^Cfl ahauet to 
the river. Putnaio, with four tlioueand men, lay intrenched 
on Pnwi]>ecl Ilill. Tbe aentinelv and smaller ]x>st* ittretohed 
beyond JIalden river Apart, in a tliick wood, near where 
the Charles enters the bay. btood the wlgwamfl of about fifty 
domiciUiLtL-d Indians of tbo Stockhridgo tribe, who wcro on a 
Ti«t to the camp. They were armed with bows uid arrows, ae 
well as gnns, and accompanied by their sqnawB and little onea. 

As to the employment of rod men, congrees, on tlie twelfth 
of July, declared ''their intention to sock only a neutrality of 
the Indian nntir>n<i tiiileA^ the ministeml sgenta should eiij^age 
them in hosiilicies or in an offongive alliance." 

Tbo American rolls pronueed seventeen thousand men, but 
there were never more than fourteen thoiinand five Imndred 
fit for duty. In drew there was no onifonnity. The com- 
panies from Rhode Island were fumiahcd with tents, and had 
the apjH-aniiM-o uf regular troojis; others filK'd tlie coUego 
halhi, the JCpiscopal ehnrcli, and private honeee ; the fields were 
atrowD with lodges, of which some were conatmcted of boards, 
or sail-cloth, or partly of both ; others of stone and tarf , or of 
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birch and other brueL Some were thrown np in a carclcee 
hurry; others were cimonsly wrougLt with doore and win- 
dows, woven out of witlies and rwxla. The mothem, wivt-g, 
brothers or Biet«rs of the eoldiors were oonstantly coming to the 
caiop with supplies of clothing and Louscliold gifts. Elo<jiiont 
ohaptains licpt itlive HiQ cuetom of (LiUj' prayer and wi^ukly 
sermons. The habit of inquisitjvent^s and self-direction, and 
die equality of life at borne between the officere and privates, 
Btood in the way of military discipline. 

In the "great number of able-bodied men, active, zealous 
In the cause, and of uu(|ui.*atiuuable courage,** Wa&liin{2:ton (<aw 
the umterials for a good army. *' If the officers will but do 
their duty," said Hawley, " there id no fear of the eoldiery." 
Of incompetent officers, Washington, by a prompt nso of 
courts-uiartial, niflde many examples. Uis strong and uni- 
fonn will was exerted witli a quiet energy. Every day, Sun- 
aya not excepted, tboui>andH were kept at work from four till 
eleven in the morning etreugthening the lines, and fortifji'ing 
eveiy [Mjiut which could serve the enemy as a landing-place. 
"Tboru lire many tJiingn amiss in tliia camp," said the chaplain 
Emerson ; " yet, u]mn the whole, God is in the midst of us." 
Loe hod not been many days in the canij> bcforu he showed 

^A difipoKttion to treat witli tho llritielt genends in Boston. From 
Philadelphia he hod, in Jnne, addi-essed to Burgoync, his old 
comrade in Portugal, a public letter on American Laxatiou by 

^parliament and the corrapt influenco of the crown. Itargoyne 
in reply invited Lee to "an interview'' within the British 
lines, for " Kuch ex]>lauatiuu9 au nitglit tend to pence ; " Kiying : 
*' I know Great Britain is ready to open hor arms upon the first 
OTffltore of acooramodatiou.** Clutching at IhuotEceof a nego- 
tiator, Lee requested the 7^[astiacbuM>tbi eongre«8 to depute one 
of their body to be a witness of what should pass. They di»- 
laded from the meeting, and referred him to a coimcU of war 

'for further advice. Thwarted in his purpose, Lee pnbliclj 
declined to meet Bnrgoyoe, bat clandestinely amurod him 
** upon his honor thai the Americajis had the certainty of being 
8Ui<taint.Hl by Franco and Spain.^' This treacherous assnrance 
was reported to the British aecretar>- of state for the colonies. 
On the fifteenth the army of Cambridge heard lAugdon, 
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tbc pTCsident of Harvmrd college, read tlic declamtion hj the 

continental congress for taking np anna, and tlicy interpreted 
it to ueau tlint tlie Amencau:^ "would never eheiitbe the sword 
till their gnevanc«« ircro rt-drusacd to their utmost wtsbes. 

Id confonnity to the direction of the continental congreee, 
the people of Maaaachusett*, holding town-meetings iiccordiiig 
to their nfioge and their charter, choM » honac of roprceenta- 
tires. Tlie wanderers from Boston, many of whom had not 
seen eiich otlier since tliey left their homes, came (either at 
Concord, where they held their Boston town-meeting and 
dectod reprcBcntatives. On the nineteenth the provincial con- 
gresB dissolved itself forever ; and the new house of representa- 
tives be{gan the restoration of government by clioosing James 
Warren of Plymouth as its speaker. Tiro days later the coun- 
cil of twenty-eight was elected, and, preeerving ita concmrent 
legislative power, aflsomed all exocutivo authority. Bowdoio, 
whofic namo stood first on the list of councillors, was made tlieir 
preadent Ilia health wtu infirm ; but be accepted the poet, 
manifesting his zeal bj tins cooapicnous act of "what Britain 
estoomcd ov^ truscm. Tho ee^ of the commonwealth was 
changed into an Anglo-American, holding a drawn BwonI, with 
the raotto : " Ense petit plaoidam eub libcrtate qiiictem," 
*' With the sword he seeks pUcid rest nndor liberty." Forty 
thonaand pounds were assesscKl on {mIIk and estateo ; and an- 
thorlty wiLs given to issue one Imndred thousand more in biOa 
of public credit, vai^'ing in amount from forty BbilUtigt to 
ODe. 

" CragTOBs and committees rale cver7 province," nld Gage. 
On the twen^-fourth he wrote home that Boston was "the 
most difadvanlageouB place for all operatioDS ; " and he wished 
himself at New York, 

All the time pwtiee of Americans kept np continoal skir^ 
miehes, cot off all euppliee to the beleaguered army by land, 
cleared the islands in Boston liarbar of stores of Hheep, hay, 
eattle, and ripe grain, and destroyed the light-house in Boston 
harlwr. Wlien a party of carpoaterB and gnard of marinea 
attemptfKl to repair tlie light-house, volunteers from two Xew 
England villages killed or captured tl»cm all, and were praised 
by Washington in general orders for Uieb- galkut wmducL 
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The conntrr upplaodod whit Jcffcreon c«lled " tbe adTentnr- 
003 genius aiid intrepidity of tlio K^ew Englanders." 

TUg ejcistenoe of the army wan a mirncla of tlic bcncvoicnco 
of till) New England jjeoplo, and its sustenance dnrinj^ Hay, 
June, Hnd Jnly, cannot be accounted for by ordinary ruk«. 
There waa notbing regularly establialied, and yet many tlion- 
Kiiiidti of men were HiippHed. Touched by an oU-pei'vading 
inJluencc, eaoli houseboldcr esteemed liiioself a Bort of couinua- 
Mjy. Tbere were no public magaiines, no large deulcru in 
provisiona ; but the vants of the araiy rung in thv airn of the 
fanucra, and, from evirry eel lar and barn-yard and field through- 
out Worcester and ilampshirQaod even Berkshire, eucli arucles 
of food as could be spared were devoted to the camp, and 
cverj'body'g wogons were tued to forward them. But for tbia 
the foreea must liave dispersed ; how it was done cannot exactly 
be told ; popular enthusiasm keeps little record of its Baoritices ; 
only it WHS done, and tlie troo[)S of KTassachnsctta, and for a 
long time those of New Hauipahire, were fed, without so oiucli 
a^ a barrel of dour from tbe <!uutiueiital cougres«. It wan time 
for " the confederated colonies " to interpose. 

On the nineteenth of July the contiueiitjiJ congress read 
the fintt re[x>rt from WashingtOL, by wliicb it apf>cared that 
the army was defectiTe in discipline and in numbers; that 
officers for the regiments were in excess; tliat tbe order in 
rank of the major-generals uud brigadiers had displeajsed tlic 
New England troopt) and governments ; that etill anothor cla^ 
of officers was reqiiired to bring method into the eystera of 
Bttpplies; tlwt there was the most urgent need of teuti, clotli- 
ing, hospitals, and Bkilful cn^DeoN ; of every kind of armH, 
especially artillery, and alwve all of powder; and that, as yet, 
no money bad been fnniiidted. The next day it heard the 
report of Schuyler that tlie northern army at Ticondcroga ex- 
hibited a univensal want of diadpUne. Yet cat the side of 
Canada it did little more tlian sanction tlie employment of a 
body of live thousand men for the protection of tbe border and 
th(-> frontier. Waehiugt«n was authoriaed to keep op mi army 
of twenty-two thou.sund men in ]ifa«aacbDBett& 

l-'r&uklin could remain silent no bnger. After consulting 
with others, especially with Jefierstm, on the twonty-first of 
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Jnlv the etat«tnan, who, twenty-one yean) before, bad at Al- 
botiy reported a ploo of nnion, submittfxl an outline for con- 
fedontting the eoloules in one nation. £»ch coluiiy wa& (u re- 
tain and ftinoud its own laws aud ooiistltutioD according to its 
iepnrate discretion, wliilo tlie powers of the general govera- 
tnont were to include all queBtiuns of war, peace^ and alliance; 
commeroe, currency, aad the L-stahlitJiment of ]KMta ; the army, 
the ua\'y, and Indian aJfairs; tlic management of oil lands not 
yet ceded by the natives; the planting of new colonies; tlie 
flettlenient of all intercolonial disputes. For the common treo* 
BUT}' tuxe» were to he collected by the Boreral oolonioa in pro- 
portion to their numbers. Coagrees was to conust of one 
body only, whose membere were to be apportioned trienniolly 
BCcoKling to population, to be chosen annually, and to eit tn 
Ofldi colony iu rotation. To wield the executive power, it waa 
to select out of its own members a council of twelve, of wli<»n 
one third were to be annually renewed. 

Kvery colony of Great Britain in North America, and ovon 
Ireland wliidi wm still classiKl witli the colonics, waa invited 
to accede to the noioa. The imperfections in the new consti* 
tulion, wliicb time and experience would enrely reveal, wore to 
be amended by eongreai with llie appmlKilion of a majority of 
the colonial af«embliea. Unlets Britain should consent to make 
acceptjihlo rt-'tractiona and indenmitiea, tlie pfnifwlLTation was 
to l<e inTi»ctnul. The intention of Franklin wai? an immediate 
cwtaMishment of a self-perpetuating republic, founded on the 
domesstic power of tlie st'vcml i*tatc«, and tlw. Iimitc<l sotop- 
eignty of the central government. 

Georgia " waa no more the defanhing link in tlie Ameri- 
can chain." It had reeotTcd neither to pnrehMc nor to em- 
ploy any elavo imported thereafter from Africa, and on the 
eixth of July its eongieaa adhered to all the meafiuree of re- 
rictimre. 

In the same month eoagives wot to Ireland a pledge of its 
una1t4>rHbIe Biin[iathy, and its joy that the trials of America 
had extorted iwme mitigation of it* wrongs. 

While tbcK? addreaaes were in progreu, Guy Johnaon, act- 
ing independently of Carieton, waa laviithing prrrariaea on tJbe 
Six yations and the saragcB of north-west Canada. An Iro 
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qnoiR chief, who attended tlio conference at Hootrea], ooa- 
Beutod to take home a war-belt, emblazoDed uith tbcliatcbet, 
but would engage bimself no fartber; otber aavages, for wbom 
H. pipi: of wine woa broached^ feasted ou on u.\ which had been 
named Bo:^tonlan, and, as they dnuik its blood, they sang the 
war-song, with promises of prowese when they should be called 
to Uic Held. Yet still the majority of the congress would not 
sanction the inetitutioii of govcmincute in the eovuml colonics. 
The hesitancy incensed John Adamfi, who maintained that the 
fifty or sixty men composing tho 0(mgTeaa should at once form 
a ooMtitQtioa for a great empire, provide for its defence, and 
in that safe attitude await the decision of tho king, lii^ lot- 
tare to New Englajid. avowiug tUose opiuione, were inter- 
cepted ; and were publiiihud by tlie royalistn as the surest way 
'of deetrnj-ing liU inriiieiKe. So hard it was to rend the tie 
'that bound America to England 1 

Lord Nortli'e piopuHid toward conciliation had already 
declared inadct^iitito ; btit, as it was founded ou joint 
alroB of parliament, officially recommended by Loiti I>art- 
month, and had been referred by Yii^nia, New Jersey, and 
^eniuylTania to congress, a committee, compoeed of Franklin^ 
-JefFereoD, John Adams, and lUchard Ilenry Lee, was consti- 
tuted to report on ita conditions m a basis for accommodation. 
jJeffersoD was the writer of their report, aud the raotst decisive 
sura of tiongrees was its adoption in July. The American 
had asked of the king a cessation of hoetihtie^ and a 
Bettloment of tlie disputed questions by a &>noert iMstweim the 
crown and the collective colouies; Lord North offered, w the 
Britiali ultiniHtiitn, to tivat neparately with each assembly for 
grants toward the general defence and for ita own civil gov- 
erament, with the pivmisc that parliament would abtrfain from 
taxing tbe province tlutt xbould offer 6ati«factory tcrmu. This 
offer was prononnced unreasonable, because it impbed a pnr- 
diase of the forbearance of parliament at on nncertoia prioc ; 
inridioos, as likely to divide the coloniee and leave the dis- 
soeiefiod to resist alone; unneceesary, for America had ever 
^tmtarily contributwl fidly, when called npon a» freemen; 
insulting, since the demand for money was made with fleets 
and ai'iuius ; nnjogt, as it asked increoeed oontnbutiouii without 
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renooncmg die monopoly of trade ; oawarraiitable, as a wrong- 
ful internieddttng in the colonial Kupport of civil government ; 
un»ttisf3ctory, gince it left the obnoxious actn unrepealed ; in> 
sufficient, as it did not reuonuce the claim of a right to alter 
colonial charters and tiiws ; in»Lncen^, u& canting from a niin- 
ister who had declared " that he would novcr treat with Amer- 
ica till be liad brought bor to his feet ; " and delusive, m it 
offered DO oi^tion bnt of devastation or abject submission. If 
the king would order a truce and point out a method for 
treating with the colonies jointly, they would desire nothing 
hotter than a colonial constitution, to be eetubliehcd by a mu- 
tual agrc»QeDt 

Meantinu}, Fraiildia was selected to organize a post-offioe ; 
a boflpitiil was agreed to for rfie army and Benjamin Church 
elected its director ; the rate of pay of officers and ^oldien vu 
finally ecttled. For money, a third million of dollars waa or* 
dered to be struck in jnjwr billd, aiKl cacli nolony was cbu]ged 
to sink ita qnota of them, llcro the question arose whether 
the apportionment fur redemption ehoulj be according to 
wealth or popotation; and, after long delilicration, it was 
agreed for the time that population should constitute the di^ 
tribntire rule; and tliat all i>ct80nfi, including free ncgrom^ 
mnlattoes, and slaves, elionid bo counted. Of four aunoal in- 
Btalmeuts, by which the continental notes were to be redeemed, 
the earlieKt wag adjouniod to the last dny of Novemlx*r 1779. 

There was no mode of obtaining munitions of war hm by 
throwing open (he portt and inviting commerce, enpecinlly 
with tl>e French and Duteh coloniea; yut the last act of con- 
grass, before it« adjonmment, was the renewal of the agree- 
ment neither directly nor indirectly to export any merchandbe 
or commodity whatever to Gn-at Britain, Ireland, or to the 
British, or even to the foreign, West Indies. 

On ihc first day of August oongrosB adjonmed for five 
wcolcR, having the insurgent oouatry with no representative of 
its unity but Washington and the anny. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

A318BKU. AWAITS TIIB KCTG^ft DBCISIOS. 
JuLY-OoTOBEH 1775. 

Is the absence of a coutiueittal government, and witli a 
most imperfect one in Massacbusetts, it fell on Wanhington to 
take thought for his anu^ from its general direction to its 
smallest want. Aa commaiidcr-in-cluof, he scrupulously obej'ed 
the coiitineritul eongreee, which, from its inchoate chanwrbcr, 
wag tardy, feeble, and uncertain. la hia intercourse with the 
ncighhoring- colonial governments, vrhoeo good-will was hifl 
main reeource, he showed deference to their laws and conrtcey 
to their magiatntee. 

B7 ^ fourth of Aogost the nrmy was formed into three 
divisions, stationed at Ko.i:buiy, Cambridge, and Winter Hill, 
under Ward, Lee, and Putnam. Each diviiuon couustod of 
two brigades, each brigsde of about six r^meots ; but tlie 
powder on hand was only ouongh to fumieh each man with 
ume rounds of cartridget 

Between tlie tvrenty-Jifth uf July and the seventh of An* 
gost fourteen linndred riflemen arrived in the camp. A com- 
pany from A'"irginia had for its captain Daniel Morgan, who, 
iu 1774, had gained expcricnco iu vox, having tAkou part in 
the c.\jKtliUou of Donmore. In perGoii ho was more than ax 
feet high and well proportioned, of an imposing presence, 
moving with strength and grace, of a hardy constitution that 
defied fatigue, hunger, and cold. Hia open countenance wU 
the mirror of an ingenuoua nature. He eonld glow with anger, 
but was nr-ver mastered by it; his disposition was sweot and 
peaceful, and his boftpitablo house vna the home of cheerful' 
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DMB. His faculties were quickened by tbe approaoli of dnnger, 
wlitch lie wa« sore to "be propared to meet. An instinctive 
dilicrimiiiiktiou of cliorueter giiided lum io chooeiug lu« oom* 
pnniongi and the obedience of liis Roldiere was but a return of 
his conlidence. In ten days after lie received his oommifiBion 
be attructed from the valley r company of ninc^'-aii men. Hia 
first lieutenant van iTolin IIuniplirvvB; lus eoooud, 'Willmm 
Heth; his sergeant, Cliurlee Porterlietd. No captain over 
OouiuiAndcd brnvor Boldiers, or was better supported by them 
and his titlirerv ; in twcoty-ono days they marched from Win- 
cbeeter in Virginia to Cambridj^. 

In Maryland, at tlie bidding of Micliael Creeap, two-and- 
tire<ity of hitt old ooinpanioibi in anus came swift as the roe 
over ihe mountainB ; t3io reeit of ht& company be picked from 
Toluutoers on the eastein side ; and with daimtlesB e>pirit they 
mandwd to ihe siege of Bo«tuu under kiin u their friend and 
fiAer. Driven by illuoss from the camp, Cresap died on his 
Tray home at Now York, when? he was burie<l witli the boocoB 
of a martyr. The second UaryUnd company wa^ commanded 
by Prico, wbott lieatou&t tu Otho Holland Williams. 

Of the eight companies from Penneylvania. WiUum 
Thompson was colonel The eecond in command wm Edward 
Hand, a native of Ireland, who had come over as a nizg«oa*B 
mate. One of the captains was Hendricks, Iod^ remembend 
fot his stately penwn and heroie soul. 

In ki«fi than axty days turn th« time when anthority was 
pven hy cuDgren for their enlistment, twelve companies ol 
ridsmen wws in the camp. The men were ftrong and of gnat 
CDdaianoe, many ci tbetn more than six feet high : they wore 
l^ggfais and moeesaons, and an ash^olored hnnting-dun with a 
doable oape; eadi one carried a rifle^ a batdiec, a fmall axe^ 
and a hantsHb knife. They eonld safasist on a Bttle paidied 
ovn, with gum, IdUed as tb^ -vent aksig; aX n^t, wnpiMd 
in Utatr fafankeCs, they wiUtngly aiade a tree their canopy^ the 
wratbelrbed. The rifle in tbarbiadsatatiU ball vith p»- 
asioB a ifintMwr ol two or three husdied yards. Their motto 
ms: **LaiaTTOK DtkTB." Tbsy mre ^ fint troops leried 
■Bder the ntfaorny of the eootiBeiitil wgw. snd they 
fbcmed the b«s( eorp« in the csmp. .AeiTUiwei! to the tnde- 
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pcndenco of the woods, they gave on example of sabordma- 
tloD, discipline, and vigilance. Enlisted for a year ouly, many 
of them, botJi ofBoere and men, continued in the serviee dnring 
tbe war, and distinguished tliemselves in almotit everv Held. 

Performing no one act of coarnge dnring the eummor, 
..iGtage vented Lia ill-humor on liis uuliappy prisonei-s, tlirowing 
'offlcen of liigU nuik into a feloiiV jail, to knguish of woundn 
and even to undei^ ampntation. Wasliington pleaded for 
"kindness and humanity" a^ the "joint rule for their treat- 
ment of priflouers ; " but Gage wwrncd to promise reciprocity 
to rebels, "^wliofic lives," lie said, "by tlic laws of tlic land arc 
<iestii)od to the cord;" nor would he acknowledge lunk tliat 
"waa not derired from the king. Wuhington asserted the 
equality of American officers by o poblic order for retaliation ; 
bnt when he sent the Britifih officers who were his prisoners 
into the interior, ho privately allowed them liberty on p!u\)!e. 
The arrival of riMjnforcements conld not inspirit Gage to 
Tcntnre ontwde of his lines. Presaging " a long and bloody 
war," he confessed to Dartmouth that nothing could justify 
rialting an attack; that even to quit Boston safely would re* 
quire the greatest eecrecy ; but he enjoyed the triumph of cut- 
ting down the- Boston Liberty Tree ; and, when marauding cx- 
pcdittotiti rctnmcd witli tiheep and h<^ and cattlu captured 
irom islands, the bells were tniug as for a victory. 

The war gradually spread over the aea; tic asecmblj of 
Shode Inland, in June, fitted out two armed veasela ; in July, 
Connecticut ordered the equipment of two more. In the same 
month South Carolina and (Tcorgia Rent cniiiK'rB to wateli for 
a. ahip cxpcctod with gimpowder. Most of t)io oolonics had 
KTsesels out on similar errands. Early in Angitst, "Wasliington 
^ proposed that Kh<)de Island should attem])t to eehv a public 
magazine in Ut'imuda; for, said he, "we are in » nitaation 
which requires ns to run nil risks;** bnt, before the advice 
could lie carried out. George Ord, in a sloop despatched from 
Philadelphia by Robert Mnrriii under i)retcncc of a (nuting 
voyage to New Providence, tiod taken the magazine by sur- 
prifio, and, in conjunction with a sehooncr fi-orpi South Caro- 
lina, had brought away more than a hundred barrcU of powder. 
On the ninth the Falcon, a British eloop-of-war, wae seen from 
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Cspe Ann Id ch&s& of two Bc:lioonent boirnd to Salem. One of 
tlicse was t^ikeu ; a fiiir wind wn^cd Oie other iuto Gloucester 
harbor. Uiizee, the captain of Ihe Falcon, follovreil mtti bis 
prize, and, after ttnchoriug. sent lus Ueateaant and tliirtj-six 
men in a wfaale-boat and two barges to bring onder Lib 1>ow the 
schooner tliat had escaped. As the bargemen boardud her at 
her cabin M-indowe, men from the shore fired on tbom, killing 
three aiid wounding the lieaten&nt in the thigh. Li»zee ^nt 
bifi prize and a cutter co cannonade the town. Tbev did lirtlo 
injuy ; while the Glouceeter men, n-ith the loss of but two^ 
took both Bchooners, the cutter, the bargBB, and et'ery inan 
in them, Lioaec losing half hie crew. On tlie second of Sep- 
tember, IVashiDgton ordered Bronghton, of Marblehead, as an 
amiy captiun, " to take command tit a detachment of the army 
of ^e Uaited Colonies,*' in a scliooner equipped at the conti- 
nentnl expense, and to intercept all Teasels laden with sn^K 
pUee for the Britirdi army. Other naval officers were employed 
more directly under tJio fcdoral autliority, and with good fiuo- 
oees. 

The life of Washington in Cambridge " was one contintud 
ronud of vexation and fatigae.'* The troope of Conaocticat 
and Uhude Island were cngoged only to the tiist of December, 
those of HiiBsaehuBotts only to the end of the year ; and no 
provisioa had been made for Ulliiig tlieir places. Of the conti- 
nental em-reucy, the paynuwter hail not a dollar in liand. The 
commiivsary-general had strained his credit to the utmost for 
rabsistenee for the army ; tto had MIfBiu, who in August had 
been ap|)oiut«d quartermaster-geneml. The etated allowance 
to the troops was from neceeeity reduced. For the coming win- 
ter there were no adequate meaun of procuring blankets, shL-lter, 
and fuel. The comitry expected tidinga of tlio oxpalsion of 
tbo Britial] from Boston when the want of powder compelled 
inactivity. The guiioral might have shielded his good uuine by 
letting the tnitli he known, but the public cuufiv would have 
suffered ; and " braving the shafte of eenBore, and pledging a 
eoldier'3 fame, which waa dearer to him than life," he sub- 
mitted in Bilc-nco to tho reproach of having adopted from 
choice the system of inaction at which his eoid revolted. 

In New Jeraey, the popular government moved side by 
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Bide with that of the king. The proTiDcial coogn-as, wliich 
flBsemblcd in Hay and again in Augmt, direct^ a general 
usoctatioii, took cognizance of tlioec who licid back, assumed 
the regulation of the militia, ftppordoned a lev; of ten tliou- 
L'Muid pounds, exetued the Qtiakore fi'om beaiing arms though 
not from contributing to relieve distress, nnd, by providing 
for the yearly election of its sncccssors, severed from the oolo- 
il legi&Iaturo the appointment of future delegates to the 
'"-general ('ongrefts. In October, tlio new provincial eongrcsB, 
chosen by the qualified votere of each county, enrolled two 
raiments for the contini?utal sen'ice. Willlmn Alexander, 
commonly called the carl of Stirling, a mem^wr of the royal 
council, a man of courage, intelUgence, and promptitude, en> 
tered the army as colonel of the battalion of 'Emt New Jor- 
eey. The cxpcnsce were met by a reluctant issue of thir^ 
tbouaand pounds in billH of credit. 

Of rennsylraoia the tirst oonvention, in Jane 1T74, aimed 
at no continuing political organization, and referred the choice 
of delegates to congrosB to tho hotiso of representatiYefi, in 
irhich loyalistii fonued the majority. At tlte second conven- 
tion, held in January 1775, tlie president, Joseph Keed, ex- 
erted all his inliuoncp, in public and in private, to defeat the 
intention of arming the province ; and deaired to be known 
to the ministry as a person who, thougli opposed to parlia- 
mentary' taxation, had etich weight and influence in the prov- 
ince (hat tho BritJKli gorcmmcut upon the 'trbolo might wish 
him to be on tlicir side. Dickinson did not make his ap> 
pearance in the meeting till tlie day before it* diesolution, 
and thvu only to wanl off the taunte of his enemies. The 
committee of Philadelphia was empowered to give notice, if a 
provincial congroas ebould again become Deceseoiy; all else 
was loft to the legishiture. 

So long as the continental congreas strove to avoid a total 
rapture with England, the wealth and social influence of Phila* 
dclphia made common cause with the family of Penu, who, 
from tlieir interefita and their position, were the mottt sincere 
friends to conciliation with Britain. This policy received the 
6U]>port of Dickinson, who claimed to lead tho patriot party 
of Pennsylvania. Bnt the aystem rested on a contradiction. 
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The proprietaries had ties of loyal^ to Britain wliicli they 
nuvur would break ; aud BickutBoiL liad pledged hhuiielf not to 
lay down aniui till tbo rights of America slioahl be redoemod. 
His coalition with the proprietary party could iaat only m long 
a£ a hope remained of a reconciliation between America and the 
king. AVhcn this Ulasion shall vanish, the proprietaries mmt 
adhere to the tdug, and Fenneylvania. transfer the direction of 
its afiCairs to a popular convention. The house In June ap- 
pointed a committee of snfuty with Dickinson nt it« head, and 
plaoed at its disposition thirty-tive thousand poonds in bills 
of credit. At the adjourned sesion in September, energetic 
memorials from private meetings were laid on the table. 

The assembly of Dulawaro assented to keeping np an 
armed force, and unanimously assumed their share of the ex- 
pense. Its first convention, its assembly, and its coimcil of 
Bofety, moved onwuxd iu harmony. 

The people of Mar>-Iand iatmstcd the conduct of resist- 
anoe to a series of oonveutionB. All parties acqnic«ccd in 
the principle of deriving power from the people ; and the 
province, though its movement was eometimos retarded, pro» 
ceodcd in an unbroVen line. In N~ovember 1774, its con- 
vention adhered to tbo association adopted in the general 
oongieas. At an udjuunteil sossiun in Decemlwr, tlfty-five 
members being present from sixteen counties, it renulved 
nnaniinously to resist to the utmost alike^ taxation by i>ar- 
Uament and the enforcement of the penal acts against Mu- 
nchnsetts; and voted with eq^oal unanimity a militia, to be 
composed of all the freemen of the colony between Qfteen 
and sixt^. It resolrcd that all former difficullios about re- 
gion or pohtics from henceforth should cease, and be foroTor 
boned in oblivion ; so that, with the establishment of the »■ 
pabhc, the Catholic had the aeEuranco of reoovering his right- 
ful political equality in the land which a Catholic proprietaiy 
bad set apart for religious freedom. Ciiarles Carroll of (^ar- 
rollton, who had not had so much as a vote at the pelts, was 
placed unanimonsly on the oommittee of correepoudenoa 

A leading part was taken by Samuel Cluwe. By profeed<m 
a lawyer, in character he was downright, brave, and ptTsevcr- 
ii^; capable of error from nisbuGsa, or prejudice, or self-will, 
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bat Qot of faltering in tlie caiue -which be approved. Of a 
warm and impatient tempenuni^t, lie did not always shun coaree 
Invective ; but his tmergyj bis scorn of plaosibla b^\-pocri«j-, liis 
eloqaencc, justly won for him public confidence. lu April 1 775, 
a dav or two before tlio arrival of news from Lexington, on oo 
caaion of a romor that New York citv was to bo forlitied and 
garrisoned, the Mar>'land convention gave their delegates discre- 
tion to proceed "crca to the last extremity, if iodispcnKabljr 
nec«eaary for the eafoty and preservation of their liberties and 
privil^iee." The proprietary at this time was an illegitimate 
infiiut child of the late libertine Lord Baltimore, the hut of 
that name ; and it mij;ht seem a ghame to a commonwealth 
that iti executive power dhoiild l>e tranaferable to such an one 
b|7 testamentary disposition. Yet the proprietary party had 
Btmck deep root. The pmdent Ueutenant^vomor, Robert 
Eden, acquiesced in wluit hu cciuld not prevent or attt^r; and 
both lie and the proprietary party were treated as neutrals. 

The conventiofn which met at Annapo!i& on the twenty- 
Bixth of July, seeing ** no alternative but btt«e submia&iou or 
manly reeistanoe," "approved of the opposition by arms to 
British trooj)8." The temporary govenmient wliich was in- 
stituted was, in its form, a universal aeeociatiou of the people 
of Han-land, one by one. Rocognletnf^ the oontineotal con- 
greee as invested with a general supervision, it managed intenial 
afiairs through a provincial couiioil of Rofety, and sabordinate 
exeentive committeca, which were appointed in every county, 
parish, or hundred. It directed the eorolmont of forty oom- 
paniee of minute-men ; estahliehed a military code ; and au- 
tljorized the emission in paper of more than a qnarter of a 

lion of dollars. It extended the franchise to all freemen 
aving a visible estate of forty pounda sterling, and Protestant 
and Catholic tbcooeforwanl went to the poIU together. The 
government thus institnted was administered with regularity 
and lenity. 

In Virginia, the retreat of the governor from Williamsburg 

foreshadowed the end of the colonial system. On the twen^- 

>arlh of July, Dunmore suniriioned the house before him at 

rltnt he called ''his preeont rc^dence," that is, on board of a 

British man.of-war; anlees they would come, he woold not 
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give bill assent even to sucli of their acts as he approved. Had 
they appcanul, the Icgislatim: might have fouiid thciimilves 
kept as hostages. The m[»Agu cnuld not but be votL-d unani- 
uioiul^- a high breach of the rififhts of the houso. In concur^ 
rentjo witli tlie council, the hons© appropriated money for the 
expooee of ratifying the treaty with the Jndians on tlic Ohio, 
and then adjourned till the twelfth of October ; but no qoonun 
trrm again aaseinhled. In the one hundred and fifty-sixth year 
fmn the institntion of lu^lative gorenimeut in Virginia, die 
Mng, In the pcreon of liLs govenior, abdicated hts legislatiTe 
power in the oldest and moet loyal of his colonies. 

On the seventeenth of July 1772, its people assembled at 
lUchniond in a convention. Every procedure waa inarkeil by 
that mixture of courage and moderatioa which in times of 
revolution iii the omen of euoccas. The military preparations 
had nothing in view beyond defence. Two rogimcnta of regu- 
\ar troops in fifteen compacies were called into being; eixteen 
regiment* of Tuinute-mcn were to keep themeelvea in rcKli- 
xieas for actual eem'eo. To the command of the lii'&t regiment 
of rcgulois the oonveatiOD elected Patrick Ilenrj*. For the 
relief of scrupulous conaoiences in the anny, it was made an 
instruclioiL thiit (Uf<senting eleigymeii might act aachaplniud. 
Delegates to bctvc in general oongreea for a year wore elected, 
and among thum once more RichaH Bland. Of tlie rame 
lineage with Gilos Bland who ninety-nine years before bad 
periahed as a martyr to liberty, trained in the ooU^e of 
William and Mary, and afterwanj in the miiveni^ of Edin- 
burgh, he was vcnerahlo from a long rjiroer in the service of 
civil liberty. In 1766 he had displayed the riglitt* of the 
ooloniee with vigor and foresight. His deep blue vyea arc 
now dimmed ; his ttcp has loet its certainty ; he rises to decline 
the appointment, and the convention liangs on hia words. " My 
coontry^s approbation eholl ever animate me, as far as I am 
able, to support tho glorious cause in which America is now 
engaged ; but advanced age renders me incapable of an active 
part in the great council of tho United Colonies, and 1 doore 
tliat Bome abler pereoa may supply my jilacc.*' The ranvcn- 
tion, uoauiinuuKty thanking him for liis fidelity, rdean-d him 
from furtJier wrvice. A strong par^, at the bead of which 
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-were Hennr, Jefferson, and Carringtoo, taroed for tiis saccee- 
8or to George Mason, a man of yet rarer virtaes, now for tlie 
first tiuie a member of a political bodj. He was a jiatriot wbo 
renounced atnbitiou, moliing no tjucHt of fauic, never appearing 
in public life but from a sense of duty and for a great end. 
*' lie vrill not reftiee ," said Jefferson and llenry, "if orderud by 
hifi country'." As he pleaded an overwhelming domestic grief 
for Ilia rcfaMl, tears ran down tJio presiding officer's cheeks, 
and the convention Uatcned to bim n-itli the s_vm]>athy of • 
family circle. In his etead he recoiuinended FnuicLi T.C6, who 
■was accordingly chosen, yet only by one vote over a candidate 
noted for dread of a democratic republic. In the election of 
the committee of safety Edmund Pendleton, who wan known 
to dcnro " a redreas of gricranous and not a revolution of goT< 
enunont," vrns placed at its head. 

To defray the charges of the late Indian war, and to pnjvidc 
for defence, VLrg;iDia, following Uie general example, directed 
UL emieaion of three hundred and fifty thousand pounds in pa- 
per corrency, ttio snmllcet bill to be for one shilling and thrco- 
pcnoo, Geoi|^ Mason urged the cootiiiuaiicc of tbo hmd-tax 
Land the poH-tsjc, which would have aaimally oiiiik fifty thou- 
tsaod pounds ; but taxation was suspended for a year. 

The convention onoo moro declared before God and the 
world tliiit they would defeud thoir king and Ida gtivumiuent 
u founded on the oomtitution ; bat tlut tliey were determined 
to maintain their just rights and privileges, eveo at the ex- 
tremeet haz^irde. 

Lord Wiliiora Campbell, the new royal governor of South 
Carolina, put himself under the direction of the paesiouate 
and violent among liifl in-wponsiblc subordinalca. Uo tnmed 
ftway from Bull, the prudent lieirtcn ant-governor, and would 
not notice the elements for conciliation, nor heed tlie advice 
of the coosidcrato and l>eet iufonncd. The patriot council of 
safety oomestly desired to avoid the neoeeeity of indepen- 
dence ; bat the governor wrote home tliat *' the people of the 
beet MOW and the greAteet authority, m well oa the rabble, 
bad been gnidually led into tlie moet violent measures bj a 
aet of d».«porale and designing men." 

Ou the tenth of July, after intercepted letters had re- 
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realed tho tampering of Critisli Sj^iits witli Indians, and tid- 
iiigs hud jurivod of the buttle of Hunker Hill, C^iiinpbell met 
hU first legL-tlature, and said to tliem: "I warn yon of tlie 
danger >rou are in of drawing down inevitable rnin on due 
flouriBhicg colonj." The awemblj' lingered inactive through 
tlte BniDiuor, a«]dug in nan to be adjoarncd. 

The residenbs in tlio low countr}* were unanimoiislj patri- 
oto; but in tbe districte of Camden and Kinetj-Sis he was as- 
sured that thonEanda wore auiuiated bj uflectioQ to the king. 
From tlie line of the Catawba and ^'^atercc to the Congaree 
and Saluda, and all the Tray to Georgia, the mde settlers were 
chiefly herdsmen and dissenters. A body of Gt-rman?, who oc- 
cupied Saxe-Gotlia on the Congaree, looked to the king ns their 
landlord, »nd desired not to risk an ejectment ; others, recently 
escaped from poverty in Europe, cared mainly for subaistt^uoe 
and quiet. Wedt of Orangeburg there Iiad been no reprt«en- 
tation of tlie iahabitaiits, who. as il class, were newly arrived, 
and untrained in public life. Partisans of the arown— -Flelch- 
all, tbe VL<t^' active and spirited Robert Camiingham, Patrick 
Cunningham, and othvra — strove to Jill tlie minds of theee mde 
huabaudmcn with hittcmees against " the gcnttcuicn ; " the coon- 
oil of imfi;iy sent William Huury Dniytoti and a cl(U'g;)7nan, 
William Tennent, to counteract them, and the sommer was 
passed in indecisive Htruggle«i. Fort Augusta, in Georgia, was 
taken and held by the Americatu. At Ninety-Six quiet was 
restored by a truce rather than by tlie ttnbmieeioa of the royal- 
i&ts. It was a.t tliis time that Andrew Pickcn:! was liret heard 
of as a captain tn aims; a Puritan in religion, a patriot In 
tbonght and deed. On the other baud, Koees lurklaud took 
down to Cuu]j)liell the assuniuce that a Britiali force would be 
joined by four thousand men, and wojh sent to concert with 
Gage an expedition against South Carolina. 

The didcovory that a large body of savages ittood ready to 
seize tlte ecalping-knife at the kin^s b^est set the communis 
of South Carolina in a blane. One of tbe laet act« of Oage was 
to writt; Ut Stuart, the Indian agent for the «outhcm flepar^ 
mcnt : **Tbe people of Carolina, in turning rebels to their 
king, have lost all faith ; when opportunity offeis, make the 
Indians take arms against his majesty*s enemica, and difitroes 
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them all in their power. Supply tliem with what tliev want, 
be the expcniw what it nill, as erety exertion miiet now be 
made on the side of goveniment." On receiving this order, 
Stuart aent by way of Pensacola to tho lower Orecke wid even 
to the Chickae«e ; to the upper Creeks imd their great cliief ; 
to the Uttlc Taltassees, and to the OrerbiU Cherokeee and 
their aa»eiiibled chiefs, to luvish <m them amniuaitiou and 
promines of Iionor and favor that tliey might be ready " to act 
m tho execution of any concerted phm for ftistreesing the 
nbda." Oamoron, the deputy ngent, eluniiik from the tafik, 
saying: "I pray God there may be uo hiteiitioD to involve 
tho Cherokees in the diftpiite; for the Indians coald not be 
reetraincd from committing the most inhuman barbarities on 
women and children. I am averse to acts of tliis nature, 
though my duty to my eovereign exceeda all other ooaeidenu 
tiouB." 

The conncil of safety eJowly admitted the need of defending 
the harbor of Charleston. Dming the eommw more ttian 
twenty thousand pDumls of pinpowder were taken froiri lint- 
isb veseels wliieh were boarded off Savamiah river and near St, 
Augustine. The export of rice was allowed on no other terms 
than that it ehould bt> exelianged for arms aud ammuiiitioii, 
which were obtained from TliEipaniola and from tlie French and 
Dntch islands. All who refused the asBociation were disarmed, 
even though they were in the service of the crown. On the 
tlurtecnlh of Scptemlxr, just after a full disoorory of the 
intrigues of t-ho governor with the ooraitry people, his arrest 
wae propoeed; the motion was defeated in the general com- 
mittee, through tho oppoeition of KawUus Lovmde^ by a vote 
of twcnty-tJiroe ogainctt eixteen ; but the conncil of iaicty 
ordered ~\VUliam Kooltrie, colonel of the second reagent, to 
take poaseesion of Fort Johnson, on James IsUmd. Aware 
of tho design, the goveroor, on the tifteenth of September, 
having suddenly ditsnlved the last royal a^Gembly ever held 
in South Carolina, fted for refuge to comfortleui quarters on 
board tho email man-of-war, the Tamer. During the pre- 
vioua night three ooinpaiiie»i dropped down with tlie ebb tide 
from Gadsden's wharf, landed on James Inlaad, and entered 
the fort, in which but three or four men remained. Lord 
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■WilUam Campbell seat las secretary in the boat of tlie Tamer, 
to demand " by what authoritr they had taken poscesdon of 
his majesty's fort ; " and nii officer answered : " We are Ameri- 
can troope, nnder Lientenant-Colond Motte; wo hold the fort 
by the expreee command oi the council of safety." " By whom 
is this meesage given?" "Witliout hesitation the officer re- 
plied : '' I am Charles Ootcswortti Pinckncy ; " and the name* 
of Motte and Piuckney figured in the next dtwjiatches of the 
gOTcraor. Moultrie gaTe directions for a large blue flag with a 
croecent in the right-hand comer. A schooner waa etutionod 
between Fort Jolmson and tlic town, to intercept tJio man-of- 
war's boats. A poet was establiahed at lladdrcU's Point, and 
a fort on Sullivan's isUnd was proposed. The tents on Jam«B 
leland contained at lea^t five hnndred men, well armed and 
clad, strictly disL'ipUiiod, and instructed not merely in the use 
of the muftlcet, hut the exercine of the great gnnH. Tlic king's 
arsenal supplied cannon and balls. New gim-carringcs were 
Boon coastnieted, for the mechanieg, almost to a man, were 
hearty in the cause, and huudreda of negro laliorem were 
brought in from tlie ooimtij to awi^ in work. None stopped 
to calculate cxpuose. 

In North iTarolIiia, fourth among the thirteen colonic in 
importance, all classefs for the distance of a hnndred miles from 
(he eea, were penetrated with enthaaiasm for liberty. Men 
whom royalists revered oa of "the first order of people in 
the conntry," of unblemiahed integrity and eameet cltaracter, 
loyal by nature, after thoughtful consideration decided irre- 
vocably ngain^t iho right of the British parliament to fax the 
colonies. In Brunswick county, Robert Howe, formerly cap- 
tain of Fort Johnston, employe*! himself in training tJie peo- 
ple to arms. At ^Newbero, the capital whoec name kept in 
memory that its founders were from Switiserland, volunteers 
formed themeolvcw into independent o*«np.aiiie«. 

On the waters of Albemarle sound, over which the adven- 
tnrons skiffs of the first wttlers of Carolina had glided Ix-fore 
the waters of tlic f :he«apoakc were known to Knglishmcn, the 
moveracot was assisteil by the writings of young Jame« Ire- 
dell from Ellwand, by the letters and comiselii of Jowpb 
Hewea, and by the ealm wi»dom of Samuel Johnston of Eden- 
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ton, a native of Duudcc in Scotland, a man revered fur liia iu- 
tegrity, tiiomnglily oppoeod to rovolntion if it conid be avoiiled 
without yielding to oppreeslon. Using a power witli wliich 
tliG last proTiiiciul congre» bad Invested him, oq the tenth 
of July he 8unimoned the people of North Carolina to elect 
their delegates. Two days lat«r Dajtniouth wroto from tlie 

tldng: '*I hope that In Xorth CaroUna tha governor may not 
he reduced to the iluigriic'eful neceetlty of Heeling prott!Ction 
OQ board the king's ships ; " and juet then Martin took refuge 
OQ board a British man-of-war. 

Ricliard CusweU, Uasteuiug homo from the general congress 
and reluctantly admitting the ncce^eity of American resiiit- 
ance, advieed the most resolute condact, and even oenfiured 
the NcwberD committee for sufFering tlio governor to escape. 

On the twcDty-first of August the people of i^orth, Cftpo- 
Una aee^mbled at Uiilsborotigh in a convention of more than 
one hundped and eighty members. A spirit of moderation 
controlled their aeal; Caewell proposed Samuel Johnston as 
president, and ho was anfluimoufily elected. In a vituperative, 
incolierent proclamation, HtCartiu had warned them against aa- 
eembling, as tending to unnatural rebeUion ; they voted hia 
proclamatiou " a false and neditioua Ubel," and ordered it to be 
burnt by the hangman. They prufuKsed allegiance to the 
king, and resistance to piirliamcTi tflxy taxation. They reeolved 
that the people of the |>rovince., singly and collectively, were 
bound by tile acts of the continental coiigrcfia and their pro- 
vincial conveution, because in both they vere represented 
by persons chosen by themselvee. The religions and political 
icraples of the regulators were tcmovod by a conference. 
IntrigiK-s of Martin with the Highlanders wore divulged by 
f arquhurd Campbell ; and a committee, on wliich wej-e many 

l'-6oota, urged tliem, not wholly without nicoess, to unite wJtlt 
the other inhabitants of America in defence of rights derived 
from God and the constitution. The meditated resistance in- 
volved a treoisury which for the time was supplied iiy an emis- 
sion of paper money ; the purcliaao of ammunition and arms ; 
a r^^ulnr force of one tliousand men ; aa organization of the 
militia of tlie colony ; an annual provincial congress to bo 

I elected by alt freeholders; a committee of safety for each 



S«D 



AMERICA ABUS FOR BELF-DEFENOC 



p. Qi. ; on. XTL 



* of tUc tux districte into which the provluco was divided ; a prO' 
TiDcial couucil, coiuustiug of the prmdcut of the couveuttoa 
and two momborB from each of the aix divisiou^, as the great 
executive power. Ridiard Oaswell 'waa detained for service 
at home, and John Poim, a Virginian by birtli, became his 
saeceeeor in the genoraJ con^^rcas. 

On the twenty-fourtli, Franklin's plan of a confederacy wa« 
introduced by "NVilliam It<xjper, a native of Bo«tton: trained 
ttnder James Otis to the profession of the law ; now a (utizen 
of "Wilmington, "the region of pohteness and Loapitalitj-.'* 
The profKiaition wns about to be adopted when Johuatun iutvr- 
pooed, and, on the fourth of September, it waa voted, but not 
imammouely, th&t a general confederation ought only to be 
adopted in the last neceesity. Hooper acquiesced ; and thft 
boiitw, in iti address to the inhabitants of the British empire, 
tmnnimouBly dis&Towed the desire of independeoioe, addng 
only to be rcBtored to the state cxistlog before 1763. 

On tlie eighteenth of October the provincial oooncil held 
ita first mooting. Among its members were Samuel .lohuHUm ; 
BaiQuel Avlie, vlioee name a mountain oounty and the fairegt 
town in the weetam port of the commonwealth kuop in 
memory ; and Abuer Naali, an eminent lawyer, d(5S(u^Wd by 
Martin as "the oracle of the committee of Newbeni and a 
pnncipat promoter of sedition ; " the pei'ilous olBce of prosi- 
dent fell unanimoualy to Comeliua Harnett of New Hiutaver, 
who was liononxl aa "tlie Samuel Adams of North Carolina." 
Tbns prepared, the people of the colony awaited the answer 
to the last petition of cougrcaa to the king. 

Dnriag the fiist weeks of July neither the ooort nor the 
ministers nor the people had tnkcn a real alarm. Even Kd- 
mtmd liurko bcUcvcd that Gage, from Im discipline and artil- 
Ifliy BR well aa his conaideraUle uumbere, woatd beat " the raw 
Ameri(;in troopB." An bonr before noon of tlie twpniy-fifth 
tidingB of the Banker Hill battle reached the cabinet, and 
spread rapidly tlirough the kingdom and tlirough Emvpe. 
"Two more nich victories," iwid Veigeoues, "and England 
will have no army left in America." 

Gage waa recalled. The cotnmand in America was aaeigned 
in Canada to Carleton, in the tliirteen colonic^ to Howe. Ten 
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thousand pounds and an additional Biippl? of three thousand 
anuB were fonvarded to Quebec ; and, notwithatODdijig a cau- 
tion from Bamngton, word was sent to Carloton tliat it was 
* hoped tho next spring to have in North America an army of 
twenty tbooeaad men, exdusiTe of the Canadians and Tndione." 
The king, as elector of ITiuiover, in Augnst, nmdo tlip firet con- 
trihation. By garrieoning Gibntltar and Minorca with five 
battalions of electoral infantry, he disengaged an equal number 
of British troops for service in America. The emharkation of 
the Hanoverians was coarteouBly promoted by the senate of 

ffianibai^g. Not till the first of Norember did they sail. 

The reply to Bunker Hill from England reached Washing- 
ton before tho end of September ; and removed from IiIb mind 
every doubt of the iioccsi^ty of indcpondcnca So Teaeoned 
Greene ; and the army vu iaipatient when any of the chap- 
laina prayed for the king. The general congress, which a&- 

^•emblcd in September, vras undecided. Intercepted letters of 
Jobu. Adams, in which ho had freely nnboeomod lu» com- 
plaints of ita tardiaetis and hnd thrown blame on Dickinson, 
brought npon tho New England etatesman tho hostility of 
the proprietary party and of social opinion in PhUadelphia. 
TrThen a "jealousy of New England" broke forth in con- 
gress, and ft member insinuated distrust of ita people, "aa 
artful and designing men, altogether pursuing ttcltiRh pnr- 
poaea," Gadsden answered; '*I only wish we would imitate 

^{natead of abuaing them ; no far from being under auy appro- 
heofflons, I bleas God there is Hitch a people in America." 

The prohibition by ijarliament of the fisheries of Now 
England, and tho restriction on tho trade of tlie sonthern colo- 
nies, went into e&eet on the twentieth of July : as a mcnsarc of 

.ccnintomction, the porta of America aliould have been tlirown 

ropen; but, though secret directions were given for importing 
powder aad arms from *^ the foreign "West Indies," the comIni^ 

I tee on trade was not appointed till the twenty-second of Sep* 
ietober, arul then hesitated to acL 

The roll of the army at Canibridgo had, from ita first for- 
mation, borne the names of men of color, bnt as yet without 
legislative approvah On tho twenty-eixth Edward Rutledge, 
of South Carolina, moved tho dischai^ of all the negroes in 
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tlie army, and he wag etrongly Kupported by muiy of the 
Bontlieni delegates; but the opposition was so determined that 
'* he lost his point" 

From an unconfeased want of effective power, the conti- 
Dffital coogrcAS shrunk from taking into coii«idera1iou the ^ id- 
exprcssibly difitrcsang" Kitiiation of the commander-in-chief. 
At length a letter from him compelled attention to the critical 
«tutc o£ Mb army. Powder, artillery, fuel, aheltor, clothing, 
proviuiotts, and the soldiers' pay were wanting; and, except 
the riflemen, all the troops, by the terms of their enlistment, 
most be disbanded on or before tlto end of December. For 
this eUito of things congrcse could provide no adoqnate reme. 
dy. Ou the thirtieth of Syptciuhcr they tliereforw appointed 
Franklin, Lynch, an<I FI:irriN)iL a committee to repair to tlie 
camp, and, with the New l-lngland colonies and Washington, 
to devise a method for enlisting the army anew. 

Gage, on the tenth of October, embarked for "England, 
sod, on hifl arrival, was difimisaed into retirement with hi^ 
rank and its emoluments. The instructions to Howe, the new 
command or-in-diicf, adviaod the transfer of the war to New 
York ; but, from the advanced etate of the eea^n, and the 
want of euffieient transports, he decided to winter at Boeton. 
Five days after the departure of Gage the committee from 
cougreee arrived at the camp. Frankhii brought with him 
the eonviction that ttie iwpamtion from Britain \ras inevitable. 
His presence nithin sight of his native town was welcomed 
with aifectionate vonoration, *' During the whole evening," 
wrote Oreene, " I newed that eery great man with dlent ad- 
miration." With Washington for the military chief, with 
Franklin for the leading adviser from congruw, tlie confer* 
cnec witli tlic New England commissioners, notwithstanding 
all difhculties, harmoniously devieed a echeme for forming, 
governing, and 8i]j)plyiug a Dew army of about tvreiity-thn« 
thousand men, whom thegi.'nonil was authorized to enlist nn'lh- 
<mt delay, yet Dot as he wished, for the war, but only for tti6 
next campaign. The proposed arrangements, iu all their de- 
tails had the aspect of an agreement betwoen the army, the 
eontinental congress, and the Xew England oolonic^ ; tlu-ir 
Eoooessful execution depended ou tlione four colonies aloue. 
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After Uie coafereace broke up tbu uomiiiitt(» lumaitied 
two da>'B, tk> oflviGC vi-itli tliu gi^uonJ. On tliLi viait Franklin 
coiilimieil the std&diaflt al^ectioD, confidence, and veneration of 

Fnnkiin was etill at tlie cnmp wlion non-e ^m Maine 
justified his interpretation of the purposee of the BrititUu In 
tile pruviuiui May, Mowat, » iiaviil ufBcei', liiu) butin huld pris- 
oner for a few hount at Falmouth, now Portlmid ; and wc have 
Been Linzee, in a sloop-of-ivai-, driven with loa* from Glouces- 
ter ; it wan one of the laxt acts of Gage to plan with tliu admi- 
ral how to vreak vciigvuice on tlio inhabitaiitiS of both those 
porta. The design against Gloucester was never carried out; 
but Mowat, iu a ahip u£ abcteen gmu, attended by thnje otlicr 
TCBEels, went up tlie harbor of Porthuid, anil, after a nhort parley, 
at half'past nine, on the morning of the ^xleenth of October, 
began to £re upon the town. In five njlnuteft several housoa 
were iu a blaze ; portice of moriacB landed to spread the owi- 
flagration. All sea-going veaaels were burnt exwpt two, which 
wi>n> carried away. St. Paul's church, the public buildings, 
andaboQt oaehnndredoad thirty 4lwe1)iug-hoIl8e«^ three fourtlis 
of the whole, were burnt down ; those that reniauied standing 
were shattered by balU and fihelltL By thu KiigUiih account, 
the deetmction was still greater. At the opening of a severe 
winter, the inhabitants were turned adrift in poverty and mis- 
ery. The iudigimtiou of Wushingtou was kiudlcd at tlicse 
"savage craeltioe," thia new "exertion of despotic barbarity." 
" Death and deetmction mai'k ttie fxitAteps of the enemy,*' eai<I 
Oniene ; " fight or bo slaves i^ the American motto." Sullivan 
was sent to fortify Fortemouth ; Trumbull of Connecticut took 
tliongbt for the defence of >'ew London. 

On the third of October one of the delegates of Rhode 
Island laid before oongroK their instructions of the preceding 
August to UBe their whole influence for building, equipping, 
and employing a continental fleet. This wa^ the origiu of unr 
navy. The propo^ met great opposition ; but Jolm Adams 
pursued it uuremitttugly, though ** for a long time agningt wind 
and tide." On tlie £fth, Wnahingtun vrm authorized to em- 
ploy two armed vessels to intercept Uritish store-ehipe bound 
for Quebec ; on the tlurtccnth, twu armed veeeels, of ten and 
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of fourteen gatxa, wcro rotod, and, eevcntccn days later, two 
others cf thirty-six gnoa. But mnoh time -would pasG before 
their cqnipmeiit ; m jet congreea established no court for " the 
condemnation of veeeels taken from the enemy,*' nor wae war 
wagud on the high sea, nor repi-i&als authorized, nor the portfi 
opened to foreign nations. 

On the eixteenth the new legislature of Pennsylvania was 
otganized. All of its members vho vere present eub«crihed 
the u«ual engagement of allegiance to the king. la a few 
days the Qnakers proscntcd nii address, deprecating crurytbing 
"likely to widen or perpetuate tlie hreach with their parent 
state." To counteract this moTctncQt, the committoe fi^r the 
city and libcrdcs of Philadelphia, sixty-eix id ntimbcr, facadod 
by George Clymer and Mackcan, went two by two to the state- 
house and delirerod thmr reoiougtraiioe. 

Congress, for the time, was like a fthip at sen withont ft 
rudder, rolling and tossing with every wave. One day would 
biiog meafiures for the defence of Xew York and Hudson 
tiTer, or for the invagion of Cauada; the next, notliing was 
to be done tliat coidd further irritate Gredt Britain. The con- 
tinuance of the army an)und Boston depended ou the cffidi>ucy 
of all the Kew England provinces; New Uampsliire remained 
without a govcminenL On the ei^teenth of October her 
delegatus askod, in hcT bi-half, that tlio general oongrott wonld 
etncti(M] hor instituting a goTcmment, as tho only means of 
preventing the greatest confusion ; yet the majoritr}* of that 
body let the month run out before giving an answer, for they 
still dnnmed of eonclliation tiirongh their last petition to the 
king. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 



FINAL AK8W£R OF THE KtSO TO AHEBICA. 

AcQcrsT-DEcEUBEs 1775. 

Thb Americana, entering most reluctantly on a war with 
Sritain, preaarved an instinctive feeling that the relatione of 
^•fifinity were empended lotber than destroyed ; they heki thera- 
flelres callod to miuntain the liberties of the iJritisli people, aa 
well as tlieir own ; and never looked open the transieut minift- 
tere who were their oppreasore m the tyiw of the parent coun- 
try. The moment appro&ehea when the king and purlianient 
irreTorsibly rejected their Wt petition ; to understaiid that 
decision, it is neeessftiy to stjite ppocificly the qnestion at issne. 

The ndminiBtratioQ of numerous colonies, each of which had 
a repreaontatii'e goTemment of its own, was conducted with in- 
coDTOuiunco from a want of central nnity ; in war, experience 
allowed a difficnlty in obtaining proportionate aid from them 
all ; in peace, the crown officers were impatient of owing their 
Bupporl to the pcaiodical votes of colonial legielatnres. To 
remedy titis seeming evil, James IT. coneoliduted all onthority 
over the country oortb of tho Potomac, and undertook to 
govern it by his own vfUl. 

The revolution of 1688 restored to the colonies their rep- 
resentative governments, and the oolUston between the crown 
officers and tlie colonial lef^slatnres was KDowed. Threats of 
parliamentary intervention were aomettmes heard; but for 
neau-ly three qnartere of a century no minister had been will- 
ing to gratify the pertinacious entreaties of plaoeraen by dis* 
tnrhiug America in the enjoyment of her liberties. 

Soon after the accession of Oeoi^- tIL, the king, averse to 



260 AMEHICA ARMS FOR SELF-DEFENCE, ef. in. ; ca. xrn. 



governing so miaiy prosperous and free and loyal colonies by 
conecut, resolved, through the paramount power of parliameDt, 
to introduce a new colonial aysteni, wliicli Halifujt, Bedford, 
and especkUj Charles Townsliend, had matured, and which 
was to have sufficient \'igor to control the unwilling. First, 
the charter govemmonts were to be reduced to one uniform, 
direct dependence on the king by tho abolition of the jurisdic- 
tion of the proprititarieB in l^furyliLud and Peitusylvauio, and 
by the altoration or repeal of tlie cliarters of M^iiiuaehusette, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island. Secondly, for the pay of the 
crown oflicen, the BritmU piirliament was to establi^ in each 
colony a pennanent civil Ual, Independent of tlie aa^euiblics, i>o 
that every branch of the jndicial and executive government 
should be wholly of the king's appointment and dependent 
on lu8 will. Thirdly, the British parliament waa, by ita own 
act of taxation, to levy on the colonica a revenue toward 
maintajpitig their military establishment Townahend, as the 
bead of the board of trade, was nniolding the plan in the house 
of commons just before Bute retired. 

The execution of tbe dewigii fell toCJoorgeGrenville. Now 
Grenville conceived luniwlf to bo a whig of tbe straitest sect, 
for bo bt-iievcd iinpUeilly in the supremo power of jaiHia- 
ment. Uc was pleaiied witli tlie thought of moulding the 
vhole empire into closer unity by means of parliamentary 
taxation ; but liia regard for vested rights forbade him to 
consent to a wilful abrogation of chartersL The Auiericans 
complained to him that a civil list raised by tlie British 
parliauiout would reduce the colonial assombUcs to a nullity ; 
Grenville saw tbe force of the objecticm, discUimcd the piir- 
poBO^ dropped that port of the plm, and prop(«e<d to ootdine 
the use of tlie parliamentary revenue to tbe expenses of the 
nulituy establishment Tlie colonists again tnterp<:«cd with 
the argument that, by the theory of the Britisli oonstitntion, 
taxation and consent by repreeentation are inseitarable correla' 
tives; to tliis Grenville listened, and ani;wen>d that in parlia- 
ment, as the common council, the whole empire was repre- 
eented collectively, though not distributively ; but that aa In 
Britain mmc iucrciAe of the number of voters n-ns dexirable, 
eo taxation of the colonies ought to be followed by a colonial 
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roprCEentation ; and, with this tbeoiy of ooostitntional law, he 
pu5«ed the stamp act, 

Wlien a difference at court droTO Grenvillc from office, his 
theory lost itd importance, for no party ia England or America 
undertook its support The now miaisters lij whom his colo- 
nial policy was to bo eiiangpd had the option hetwoen repeal- 
ing the tax sa an unwarranted exercixo of power by parliament, 
or as an unwise exerciMe of a power of which the rightful poft- 
seEeion could not admit of di.'ipnte. The firgt waf the choice of 
Pitt, and its adoption would have ended the controversy ; the 
second vaa that of Roddngham. He aboliabed the, tax and sent 
over awiirances of his frientifiliip ; hut his declarator^' act as- 
somed to establish as the law of the empire that tlic legislatiro 
power of the parliament of Britain reached to the colonies in 
all cases whiit^ocvcr. In 168S, the aaeertion of the paramount 
power of parliament against a king who would have eequce- 
tcpcd all legislative liberty was a principle of freedom ; but, in 
the eighteenth century, the nEecrtion of the abeolnle power of a 
parliament aeting in concert uith the king was to frame an 
instrinnent of tyranny. The colonies denied the untpialified 
authority of a legislature in wliicli they were not represented ; 
and, when they were told that they were as much represented 
as nine tenths of the people of Britain, the Brititih |)Oop!e, en- 
lightened br the diecussion, from tlrnt day complained unceas- 
ingly of the inadcqnateneea of a parliament in whose election 
nine tenths of them bad no voice wbatiivcr. 

More than a generation passed away before the reform of 
the British House of Commons began ; the issue was preciin- 
tated upon America. In the very next year Charles Towii»hend, 
reeuming the syiftem which he had prepared in the adniiuietra- 
tion of Bute, proposed a tax by the British parliament to be 
collected in America on tea, ghiA", paper, and piiintcrs' colore; 
and intixxliioed the tax by a prearablei, asserting tliat "it Is 
expedient that a revenue flhould Ijo raised in his majesty's do- 
minions in America for defraying the charge of the adiuinis- 
tration of justice and sapport of civil government, and toward 
further defraying tlic expenses of defending the said domin- 
ions." Grenvillr had pniposcd taxes by parliiuneut wlely for 
the military defence of the colooim; Townsliond's preamble 
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further promised an eTer>increanng American civil Ust, inde- 
pendent of American ageemblies, to be disposed of hy minJiitera 
at tlioir discretion for sakrics, gifta, or pensions. Here \&y the 
weda of a grieranoe indefinite in its extent, taking from the 
colonies all control over pubUo officers and expenses, and in* 
trodiiciug a goverameut by tlio absolute power of tbe British 
parliament, liable to be admiimtorcd in the interest of Britain 
and its agents, ^thont regard to the rigbte and liberties and 
industries and welfare of the people. 

Just aA Townsbend hnd intrenched the srstcm in the 8tat- 
Qte-book be died, and loft boMnd bim no able statcanan for 
its steadfast upholder ; while ibo colonics v^ru unanimoufi in 
reBifltiDg tlie innovation, and avoided the taxeti by stopping im- 
ports of tbe articles wbicb were taxed. The goremment gara 
way, and repealed all Townebend's taxes except oo tea. Of 
that duty Lord Nortli muiutaiued tliut it was but a reduction 
of the aitdcnt duty of a Hliilling a pound payable in England, 
to one of threepence only payable in Ajoerioa; and that the 
change of the pluce where- the duty waa to be collocted was 
nothing more than a reflation of trade to prevent Bmn^^ing 
tea from Holland. The Btntement, so far as the amount of 
the tax W&8 concomod, was true ; but the eting of the tax act 
lay in ita preamble : Rockingluun's deoUratory act affirmed the 
power of jKirliament in all tawps wlintnoever ; Townsbend's pro- 
amble deolared the expediency of using that power to raifio a 
large colonial revenne. StIU coIUeian was averted ; fur the 
AmericaDB, in tbdr dedre for jwiiee. gave up tlie importation 
of tea, and no regular Britiali trader fonnd it prudent to brare 
their will. 

At this, the king, against the opinion of Lord Kortli and 
of the JLaei India company, directed that company itself to 
export tt« tea to America, and to pay in American jMirts the 
dn^ impoeed by parliament; hoping that the low price at 
vhich the tea nnder the greatly diminished dnty conld be of- 
fered for aale would tempt Americans to bay. But tlie colo- 
nists would not snffer the tea to be exposed for sale; the 
crown oftioere yielded to their rwistanoe everywhoro except at 
Boston, and [here the tea wa« thrown overboard. 

The king and the Bedford party seized the oocmiod to 
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ehauge by act of parliamoot the cliartcr granted by William 
and Mary to Maseachneens. The chaoi^ cotild bring no advan- 
ta^ to Britain, aud really bad uotliiug to recommend it ; to tho 
people of MaSKachusetts and t« the people of all tlie eoloniee, 
Bubmission to tbe change would havo been an adkuowlodgment 
of the absolute power of parliament over Ainericjin liberty 
aft well aa pro|)erty. The people of MnraaclniBetts roeisted ; the 
king aiwwcpod : " Blows must decide." A congress of the 
colonies approved the condnct of MaaeacliuscttH ; parliament 
pledged itaelf to supiwrt the king. In 1T73, a tnice was pos- 
Biblc; after the alteration of the charter of MaBsachosetts in 
1774 by act of parliament, America ivoiild have been pacified 
by a eimple repeal of the acts which were innovation* ; in 1775, 
aftor blood had been shed at Lexington, eecurity for the future 
wad demanded. 

Britisb etatesmen of all achools but Cbathnm'fi affirmed the 
power of parliament to tax America; America denied that it 
ooold be rightfully taxed by a body in which it wua not rep- 
reaented, fur rightful taxation and oontient were inseparable. 
British politicians rejoined that taxation was bat an act of 
legif'lation ; that, therefore, to deny to parliament the right of 
taxation waa to deny to parliaineut ull right of legislation for 
the colonies, even to regulate trade. To this America made on- 
ewer that, in reason and truth, repreeentation and Ic^slation are 
inseparable ; that the colonics, being entitled to KngUgb froo- 
dom, were not bound by any act of a body to which they did 
not send members ; but, as they doeired to avoid a conflict, 
they proponed na a fiindnmenlJil art their volutitnry ft(i1>miHflion 
to every parlJHutcntaiy diminution of their liberty which exjuted 
in 1763 including the navigation aet« and taxes for regulating 
trade, on condition of rdief from the new system of adiuinig- 
tratlon and of socuritj againat furore attempts for its introduc- 
tion. Richard Peim was the agent of congress to bear to the 
Mng its ]ietition for liis concurronce in its ondoavOT to restore 
peioe and union. 

Four days after tbo petition to the king had been adopted 
by COngrcfti, Richanl Ponn Failed frrmi P!illttdeli>hitt on hie mis- 
Ron. lie arrived in Bristol on the thirteenth of August, and 
waa the next day in London. Joint proprietary of I^eousylva- 
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nia, of which he for a time was governor, long 4 reeidcDt m 
America, intimately sequaintad with many of its leading etates- 
men, the choeeu suppliant from it^ united delegate, an Engluh- 
tnaiL of a loj'alty ahuve Impeaoluneitt or snspicion, ho singolariy 
merited the confidence of the govorainGut. But not one of the 
ministers waited on him, or sent for him, or even askod him, 
through gulwrdinatefl, ono single (juestion about the state of the 
colonies. Ho conid not obtain an opportunity of auliraitting a 
copy of Uic pi;titioQ to Lord Dartniuuth till the twenty-first. 
The king would not see liim. " The Icing and his cabinet,** 
«iiid Suffolk, "are detormined to listen to nothing from the 
illegal congress, to treat with the colouiea only one liy one, and 
in no event to recognise them in any form of association." 

"The AmoricanB," reasoned Sandwich, "will soon grow 
weary, and Great Britain will subject tliera by her arma." 
"Lord Nortli," wrote Sir Gillwrt Elliot, " is as fat and laiy as 
OTQT." lie was a skilful mannger of a corrupt house of com- 
mons, but was unfit for the direction of great nifaire. Tlie Mng 
"showed bia detenuinatloD," such were hut own words, "to 
force tlie deluded Americans into submission." Ue chid Lord 
Nortli for " the delay in framing a proclamation, df^Iaring 
them rebels and forbidding all intercourse with tlieni." On 
the twenty-third of Angnat, two days after Penn had delivered 
a copy of the petition of congreae, he sent out a imtelamation 
ecttiug forth that mauy of his subjectii in the colonies had pro- 
ceeded to an avowed rcbcUion by arraying themselves to with- 
stand tlie execution of the law, and traitorously levying war 
against him. " There ig reason," so ran ite words, "toappi©- 
hend that such rebellion hatli lieeu nmch encouraged by the 
tniitomuB porrospondence, oounsein, and comfort of divers 
wicked and desperate persons within our realm;" and meaa- 
oree were announced " to bring to condign puniKhment tha 
authors** in America, "and abetton" in England, "of Mich 
traitorons deigns." 

Tlufl irrevocable proclamation having been made, Pcnn and 
Arthur Leo were "permitted" on the first of Septrml>er to 
preeent the ori^nal of the American petition to Lord Dart- 
mouth wlio promised to deliver it to the king ; but, on their 
preeaing for an answer, " they were informed that no answer 
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would be given." Tjee expressed sorrow at the refusal, because 
it would, occowon much bloodsLed ; and tlie secretary aimwered : 
*' If I tlioiiglit the refusal would he the cause of shedding one 
drop of blood, I should never have concurred in it." 

The proclamation, wbeu read at the royal cxcbatign, was to- 
celvvd 'nitb a general hiss. 

JuBt after Penn'e arrival the ambaeeador of France re- 
ported : *' These people appear to me in a delirium ; tlmt thero 
canbeno coDciliation we have now the certainty. I^ocMord 
tKta iMured me once more, that it is determined to bum the 
town of Boston, and in the coming fi])n]ig to transfer the eeat 
of operations to New York." 

Texgaraes could not pereuado himself thst the British gov- 
emmetit tihould refiiee conciliation, when nothing wai> aiOced 
for but the revocation of act* posterior to 1763 ; and in his in- 
credulity he demanded of the ambassador a revision of hia 
opiniou. "I persist,"' answered Be Giiines, "in thinking no- 
gotiatinns imi>08wble. The parties differ on the form and on 
the fiubstanoe oa widely as whtt'C and black. An F-'Ogf'«h min- 
istry in a CAM! like this can pcid nothing, for, acconling to tlie 
cnstom of the country, it must follow out its plan or resign. 
The only semible course would be to change the administration. 
The king of England h u obstinate and as feeble tis Charles I., 
and evei7 d&y be makee his task more difficult and more dan- 
gerous." Veigennee gave op hie doulita, saying : " Tlie king's 
tppoclamation cuts off the possibility of retreat; America or 
ihe minister must Buccumb." 

In a few weeks tlie proclamation reached the colonies at 
•ereral ports. Men said: "While America is still on her 
koeea, the king aims a dagger at her heart.*' Abigail Smith, 
the wife of John Adama, was at the time in tlieir home near 
the fout of Pcnn Hill, cliaiged with the sole care of their 
brood of children ; managing their farm ; keeping house with 
frugality, though opening her doors to tlie IioubcIism and giv- 
ing with good-will a part of her ecant portion to the poor ; 
seekiiig work for her own handis and ever occupied, now at 
the spinning-wheel, now makingamends for having never been 
Bent to Bchool by learning Frcneli, tJiough with tho aid of 
3ks alone. Since the departure of her husband for congress, 
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the arrow of death Lad sped near her by dd,y, and the pesti* 
Itmoo that voUut iu darkuu&s liad cntorod bcr humblo mau- 
non ; site was still weak after a violent itlnose ; her house was 
a boepital iq evei7 part; and, such was the diatrea£ of the 
neighborhood, she eould hordlj iiud a wuU {Hireou to uaeutt in 
looldng after the siek. Her yonogcet eon had been rcseoed 
from tho grave by her Duruing; her o^rn mother had beeo 
taken away, and, aft«r the austere inanuer uf her forefitthRrB, 
Uuriod witliont pmyer. "Woo followed woe, and one affliction 
trod on the heels of another. "Winter waa hurrjing on ; dur- 
ing tlie day family ailairu took oQ her att«atioii, but her long 
eveniogn, broken by the Hoand of the ctorm cm the ocean or 
tbe enemy's artillery at Boston, were loaeflotne and melancholy. 
But when, in November, ahe read the king's procUuuition, she 
willingly gave up her " iieareet friend " to his iicriloaH dntioa, 
and sent him her clieering meeeago: " Tliis intelligence will 
moke a phiiii path for you, though a daugerooe ooe ; I could 
not join to-day m tho petitions of our worthy pastor for a 
reconciliation between our no Iong(>r parent etate, but tyrant 
Btute, and these coloiues. Let us iwparate; they are unworthy 
to 1>G our brethren. Lot us renounce them ; and, instead of 
eiippltcatioos, m formerly, for their prosperity and happlnoa, 
let IIS beseech tlie Almighty to blast tlieir counMliii, and bring 
to nought all their devices." Her roioe was the voice of New 
England. 

Havley dlBcemwl the coming government of the republic, 
even while it still lay far below the horizon; and he wrote 
from Watertown to Sfunuol Adams : " Tho eyea of all tlio con- 
tinent are fastened on your body to bbq whether you act with 
the spirit and despatch which oar situation calls for ; it ia tame 
for your body to fix on periodical annual elections, nay, to 
lorm into a parliament of two bonew." 

The legislature of Massachusetta, without waiting for furthw 
authority, in an act drawn by Elbridgo (*crr>-, iniititutcd courts 
for the condemnation of prizes taken from the Britiab. 

Tlie first day of Xovemlier brought tlie king's proclamation 
to the general conferees. The majority mw that the la^t hope 
of conciliation was gone; and, while they waited for iii»trac- 
tions from their several constitneraoiea before declaring itid»- 
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pendence, tliejr acied npon the petitions of the colonies tha.% 
wiflhed to inetitute go'^emmenta of tlieir own. Ou the oecond 
iu tiouuuittec, on the third in Uie Uhumj, it van " rt-comtnended 
to the provincial convention of Nctr Hamp&hiro to call a full 
and £r«e representation of the people, and, if they think it 
neoeesary, eatabliab a gOTemnieDt.'' On the fourth, the eamo 
tdvioe was extended to Soatb Carolina. Here was the day- 
break of revolution. 

The l^slatore of FennsyWania oontinned to require its 
members to sabscribe the old qnaliBcation appointed bj law, 
which included the promise of alle^ance to Oeor^ III. ; eo 
that Franklin^ who nns elected for PhUadclpbia through Uie 
Irish and the Preabvterians, ooold never take his tioat. Dick- 
inson had been retomed for the county by the concurring vote 
of patriote who confided in his integrity, of loyalista who looked 
upon him as their laet hope, of Quakcre who trusted his rtgord 
for peooo, of the proprietary party whose cause he always vin- 
dicated. The assembly, on the fourth, elected nine delegates 
to tlie continental eongrocui. Then, on the ninth, Dickinson, 
with the king's late prrxilamation before bim, reported and cat^ 
ried tlds instruction to tlie Pennsylvama delegates : " Though 
the oppros^ve meamires of tlie Briti&b parliament and admiuis- 
tiation hare compelled us to resist their violence by force of 
anus, yet we Btrictly enjoin yon* that you, in behalf of this col- 
ony, difisent from and utterly reject any propositionK, ehould 
such be made, that ma; cause or lead to a eeiumitiun from our 
mother country, or a change of the form of this government." 
Kovcrthele«B, tbo^ oaecmbly approved the military aa»ociaUon of 
all who had no ecruplea about bearing arms, adopted nJoe for 
volunteer battalions, and appropriated eighty tboueand pounds 
in provincial paper money to defray the expensee of a inilitaty 
preparation. The assembly sat with closed doors, and would 
not allow the names of tlie voteis on the division to be re- 
corded in their journal 

Delaware was swayed by the example of its more powerful 
neighbor; the party of tlie proprietary iu Karyknd took coa> 
age ; in a few weeks the assembly of N^ew Jersey restrained 
its delegates in congress by an equally stringent declaration. 

The majority in the continental congrees were ready for in- 
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dependence; but acquteeced iu waiting for unaniuuty in ila 
adoption. Tliej becaiou more resolute, wore Lborungh, and 
more active; they readied tlieir absent members; Xhay wel- 
comed trophies of victory from Canada. Without is yet open- 
ing the (^omuierce of the coutiueot by a ^uend act, tkey em- 
powered » committee to uxjiorl pn>viKioiifi or produce to the 
foreign West Indies at tlio ritik of tlie <MmtiiioDt> iu order to 
purchase the materiaJs of wa.r. In November they adoptod 
"micfi for the govemmeot of the American uavy,'^ diructod 
the enlistment of two battalione of marines, autliomed the 
seizure of all ehips employed as carriers for the British flcot 
or army, and sanctioned tribunals iustitiited in tlic separate 
colonics to cunfiitoabe tlieir cargoes. The captnrea made under 
the authority of "Washington they confirmed. To meet the 
further expenses of the war, tUoy voted biiht of credit for three 
millions more. 

** It is an iniinenae mififortune to the whole empire," wrote 
Jefferson to a refugee on the twenty-ninth of November, "to 
have a king of such a disposition at such a time. We arc told, 
and everything proves it true, that lie is the bitterest onomy 
we have; his miuiatcr iu able, and that satisiiee me that igno- 
rance or nnckcdnees somewhere coatrolfi him. Oar petitions 
told him that from our king tliere was but one appeal The 
admonition was dospisod, and that appeal forced on as. After 
colouics have drawn tht' eword, there is bnt one etep more they 
can lake. That etep is now prvssed upon us by the measnrcB 
adopted, as if they were afraid we would not take it. There 
is not in the Brititli einpipf a man who more cordially lovee a 
union with Great Britain than I do; but, by the Ood tJub 
made me, I wi!! cease to exist before T yield to a coimection 
on sucli terms as the British parliament propose; and iu tliis I 
Bpeak the sentiments of America.'' 

"T know what my duty to my countiy makes me under- 
take, and threats can not prevent mu from doing thai to the 
uttuoet extent,** said George HI. The parties of Itockiog- 
ham anrl Chatlinm were dettefl stA tJie accomplices of rebels; 
it was the fixed plan of the king and miuistcrn (o lay Atneriea 
waste if slie could not bo reduced.* Britain and Itvlaud could 
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fcwtroopfi to exeonte tUeao designs; but the British king 
ecmpled as little as ins minigtorg to oogaj^e foreign bir«liiig» 
whcpevtT they chaiiced to Ijo in tlio markel ; and had in con- 
templfttjon a nwlieiua uf Htupuudous gi-aiidear for obtuiDing a 
Bubiiidiaiy anny hy Degotlatiuiu at Moscow with tbo soveivign 
wbo clatiued to Luld the sceptre of Coostanctuo. 

From the luomiLiut wben the £mpre6» CatUiirlne LI., «£ a 
young bride, mt her foot on Rtimian soil, it became her fixed 
p«r[K>se to seize on absolute power aiid govern alone. Tliougli 
slic mixed trilling pusliiucB with application to boslnese, and 
for her recreation souglit the companj' of the youug aud the 
ay, die far excelled thoee around bor in ijidiiBtry and knowl- 

^*dge. Frederic euid of her, that she had an inliniiy of talent 
and no religion ; yet, after going oTer to the Gre«k church, 
Blie played tlie devotee. There was in bor natoi-o a mixture 
of fancy and calciUation. DistJngiiifihed for vivacity of 
tbotigbt a:id for the most laborionc' attention to offitirs capable 
of ]>roiHpt eiierg;y and of ]>atient waiting, very proud of tlie 
greatnese and power of her empire, her intercourse with nl) her 
suhjectti watt marked by mildness and grace; and filie made 
almost incredible exertionn as a inunarcb to l»e useful even 
to the meanest, to benefit the future as well aa the present 
age. She liad known wiiTOW, aud could feel for aud reJieve 
Slie tran.slated Mannontcrs BeliBariuB into Russian 

*aa a lesson of toleration, relieved the poverty of Diderot hy a 
laedng proviniou, and invited Aletubert to su^ivTiuteud the 
edncatioD of her son, who was to bo Lor sucoofiBOr. One day 
obe propoeed to the imperial academy the qnestion of Uie 
emandpatioD of ecrfs ; and slie suffered tJie printing of n dis- 
Bertation Iiaring for its motto, " In favorein libcrtotis onmia 
clamant," " All right clamors for freedom." Tragedy, 
omedy, mu«e, wearied her ; she had uo taste but to build, or 
to regulate her e^turt ; no ambitioo but to rale and to make a 
Bt name. In tlie cniwd of courtiers, who were all eager 
for advanoement, she compared henwlf to a hau-e worried hy 
many hounds; and among an onflcmpulous nobilitrir, in a huid 
which wa.s not that of her birth, she was haunted by a feel- 
ing of inaecority and an unrest of »otd. But tlioee around 
her were not oSended at the completeoeea with wliicb die 
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Her firat mioistcr was Pauin, and he was acknowledged to 
be the fitt«0t man for the post, without whom no cooncU wae 
hold, DO decision taken io forei^ or dome«tic affairs. He 
was more persistent Uian bold, and waa guided hy exporicDoe 
rather than comprehcngive views. He liad the faults of pKde, 
iuflexibiLity, and dilatorinesK ; but he was uiuipproHchn.blii by 
corruption. At homo, his politiual principles Icdhiui todeeiK 
eomo limitation of the power of the sovereign by a council of 
nobles ; 1014*3111 forvign states he waa fret* from rancor. It bad 
been the policy of Fmnre to savie Poland by Btirring np Swe- 
den and Turkey against Russia ; yet Panin did not misjudge 
the rclationa of Ku^ia to France. With England he wanted 
no treaty except vritli rtipulHtions for aid in the contingency of 
a war of Haasia with the Ottoman Porte, and, ati that condition 
oonld not bo obtained, he always declined her alliance. 

One day Panin happened to inquire of the British minister 
the news from America. Qmming seized the moment to on- 
Bwor that the measunw in progress would Bhortly end the re- 
belliou ; thL'ii, at if hurriod by exoess of wad to ntter on nn- 
nntlmri»>(l Rpi>culation of liifi own, be luilcfid leave to aotpioint 
hia king that, ** in case the ciremnstuiccs of afiaire ehonld ren- 
der any foreign forces nocesKary, he might n-iokon upon a body 
of her imperial niajenty's infantry.*' It waa the intereat and 
polity of RiiHsia to preeerve tlie favor of tlie Britiidi king and 
his ministry. The answer of the empress, which Panin, on tli« 
morning of the eighth of Aiigiist., rcportt^d to the Uritiah 
minister, carefnllr avoided mention of the request for aabatdl* 
ary troop*, but eiprtascd gratitude for favops received from 
England during her lust war, and nhe charged Panin to repeat 
her very worIb, that ** she foimd in herself an inuate affection 
for the British nation winch she should alwaya ehcriah." Tlic 
envoy interpreted a woman's discreet reticence and lavish wo- 
timent-ility an a promiw of tn'^mty tlioiiBond iufanf?- 

(iiinning'fi dcfipatch from Morcow vem rtocivad in London 
on tlio firsG day of September, with elation. That very day 
Bnffolk prepared the answer to tlie minister. To Catharine, 
George btm—lf with lua own hand wrote : '* I accept the sue- 
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cor that jour majesty offen me of a' part of jotir troops, whom 
the acts of rebellion of my subjects iu some of iiijr colonies in* 
America sabappily rcijuiri: ; I shall provide my minieter with 
tbu iiocuiGfury iuU powcra ; iiotbiug cIlilII uver ufi^oo frum my 
memory tlio oSvr your imperial niajofity has made to me on 
this occasion.'' Gumiiug v/ae ordered to ask for twenty thoa- 
sand diiciplined meii, completely equipped and prepared on 
the opening of the Baltic in spring to embark by wny of Eng- 
land for Caimda, where they were to serve under tbe British 
general. The juiimey from Loudon to Moscow rBqaired aliout 
ity-three diiys ; yet they all were eontideitt of receiving the 
di£iu.tLye promise by the twenty-third of October, in eeason to 
aanaaiieG it a.t the ojxming of parliament ; and Lord Dart- 
mouth hmriod oS messages to Uowe and to Carlutoii, that the 
empreaa of Buasia had given the moat ample aeeuTancott of let- 
ting them have any number of infantry that might be wonted. 
On the eighth, Sufiolk despatclied a second courier to Gno- 
ning, \dt!i a project i>f a treaty for two yiaim, within which the 
king and his miuietuni were (H^>ntidont of cru^iug the insor- 
rectjoo. The levy money might be ficven pounds sterling a 
man, payable one half in ndvanoe, the other on embarkation. 
A subsidy was not to be refused. *' I will not oonoeal from 
yon," wrote Suffolk to Gunning, " that, this aceeatdon of ioroo 
behig vary earuestly d»»itred, ex[ienHe is nut m mncli an iibject 
U iu ordinary oa»B!).'' Gigantic biihery was authorized. 

■On the tenth, Gunning pom^d out to the emprew asenr- 
ancea of the most inviolable attacluneut of England. " Ha^s 
any pragrees been miulc," she asked, with the utmost cool- 
seei, "toward eettling yoor dispute in America?" and, witli- 
out waiting for an onawcr, idic addwi: "For God's eake, put 
m end to it as aoou as iWHsible. and do not confino yonrftulvw 
to one method of accomplishing this dectirahle end ; there are 
other means of doing it than force of arms, and they oof^C 
ill to be tried. You know my eituation has lately been full 
aa embomuKiug, and, l^elieve me, I did not r«t my certainty 
of sacee9» upon one mode of acting. There are moments when 
we must not be too rigorous. The interest I take in every- 
thing Utat ooncerna you mokes me speak thu« freely upon this 
subject.** 
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Gaimiog, who found himself most auexpectedly put upon 
^ho di;f«n«vc, luiawored : " Reaentment lias not yet found ita 
way iuto bis majesty's councils.'* But Catbarino repeated her 
wishes for a stpeeily and a peucefa] cud to the difference, citing 
ber own cxainpte of lenity and coucefision as Uie best moile of 
suppivesLog a rebellion. 

Late on the twenty-fourtli tLe first courier of Lord Stiffolk 
reached Moscow a few hoiirH after Catharine's departure for 
eome da^"* of religions sechisinn in the monastery at Voslow- 
6eniilc. Ab no time was to he lost, Gunning lia^teoed to PauJn, 
who rooeircd him cordially, ujid cotiseutod to fonrard to the 
empress in her retirement a copy of the king's letter. He 
nert repaired to the vioe^dianeellor, Ostomiann, who calmly 
explained to Eim the im|X««ihiUty of coucoding tbo request 
for troops. 

The emproes having, on the thirtieth, returned to Uoeeow, 
Gniinitig waited on Panin by ajipoiutment. The autograph 
letter, which lie mshed to deliver to her in person, said posi- 
tirely that ehc had mado him an offer of troops ; Fiuiiu tiiui^ted 
on an acknowledgment that no sucli offer Lad been made, und, 
after mneh expoetulation, <Tnnning confet*ed : *' It is true ; in 
your aiiKwer to me, no explicit mention vtm made of tr(M)|m.'* 
Panin then gave the mescagc of the empriMS, that idie was 
affected by the tronlialily nf the king, tliat in return her friend- 
ship was equally warm, but that she had much repugnance to 
tlic employment of ber troope in America. " And oonld not 
his majoBty," asked Ponin, "make oso of Ilanoveriane i" 

Gunning, in reply, eiwke at groat length on tl)e gratitude 
duo from the empress to the Bntiflh king, and desired Panin 
to deliver to her the autograph letter of George III. 

Tlie next morning, before Panin was up, Gunning hurried 
to him, and, to remove objections, offered to he oontoot with a 
oorpe of ftfteeo thousand men. It wa8 the gmnd duke's birth- 
day ; he repaired to court to see the emprMS, hut ttlie did not 
appear. He retnmed to the palace in the evening ; bnt the em- 
prese, feiprning indiRposition. excnseil herself from seeing him. 

Meantime, tlie proposal wa^ debated in oomicil ; and (ihjno- 
tloDS without end rose np against the trafllc to tmnps. Resides, 
a nak^-d demand of twenty thonauid men to scrre in America 
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under British command as mercenariee, ^"itli do libert j left to 

■.herself but to &x the price of her &uhjc-cte in monej', and bo 
plunge her hand as deeply as she pleased into the Critiah ex- 
cbequcr, was an insult to her honor. She framed, aceordinjfly, 
a liarwiidc aud unequivocal auiiwer : *' I aui jiust beginning to 
enjoy ])tsiee, and your majesty knows that my empire baa need 
of repose. There U an impropriety in employing so eoneld- 
crable a body in another liemiephere^ under a power ahnoat 
unknown to it, and almost removed from alt cornvi^tondenoe 
with its jKjvercigii. iConjover, I ahonid not be able to prevent 
niyeclf from reflecting on the consequeiices which would result 
for our dignity, for that of the two iDoiiarcliicM and the two 

■nations, from tliis jonction of our forces, simply to calm a re- 
bellion which L3 not supported by any foreign power." 

The letter of tJic king of England to the empress was in 

tluB own band ; her answer waa purposely in that of her private 

faectctary. 

The answer was m exceptionable that the British envoy 
was in doubt whether it waa fit to ho received; but he sup- 
pressed Im diBconteut. HiK king fouud the inauner of tlie 

[empress not " genteel ; " for, said he, " she !ia» not bad tlie 
sivili^ to answer lue iu her own hand ; and baa thrown out 
eipreaaions tliat may be civil to a Rutsian car, but certainly not 
to more ciWlized ones." 

The conduct of iliis negotiation was watched by cverj' court 
from ifoscow to Madrid ; but no foreign influence had any uliare 

tin determining the empreee. The decision wa£> founded on her 
own judgment aud that of her mim&ters. When a transient 
report prevailed, that the EngUak reqneet v^ to be granted, 

iTergeimee wrote to the French envoy at Moscow : '* I cannot 

'teooneilc Catliarine'a eleration of bouI with tbe dishonorible 
idea of trafficking in the blood of her suhjocte." To the envoy 
Panin denied tlie truth of the mmor, arldiug: "Nor im it oon- 

jilBtenl mth the dignity of England to employ foreign troops 
it« own faibjeeta." 
Tlie cmpreea continned to be profuse of conrteaes to Gun- 

Lining; and. when in December he took his leave, she renewed 
I aaannuiccA ctf her n-adtnosB to assist bis king on all oocft- 
aiona, mlding : " Bnt one cannot go beyond one'e meaoB." 
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CHAPTER XVm. 



VaJOt JlHSWSB of I'ARLIAMENT to kWinnA. 
OOTODEB-DlxeMBEfi ITTS. 

Tub members of parliament, as they reached Lcmdoo for 
the session, beard mmorB that the empreaa of Kushu was to 
spore a large dctachmcat from her army to aid in BapprMttog 
the rebellion iu America. "Wlien tlio Ku&eiaus arrive, will 
you go and see their camp!" wnite Edvard G-iblxm, tlje great 
historian, in October, to a friend. *' The worst of it is, the 
Bdltic will Booii be frozeu up, and it miut be kte next year 
befitro thoy can get to America." Comics from Moeoow dis- 
pelled Uiis coufidence. 

Vergennea fonud it difficult to believe tltat tlie mistalcflB 
of tlie British ministere could be so great fis they really were. 
He reoetred hinta of negotiationa for Kue^iou truo[» ; yet could 
tho king of Kuglaud bo wUliiig to send foreign mercenaries to 
malce war on hie owii subject* i Henry IV. of France wonld 
not Lire accepted the aid of foreign troopts to rcdacL- Pane ; 
their employment by Britain if-ould render it impoeeible in any 
event to restore affectionate relations between the parent state 
and tho colonies. So reasoned the gnidiug etate^'man of 
France, but tho Britisli govenunent, with fierce imjietHomty, 
tamed to the many jmneeliugs of Germany, who now had the 
BriLJKh exclietiiier at tlielr mercy. Loyal addresses liegan to 
come in, to the joy of Lord Nortli ; bnt the king saw danger 
to the royal anthority in any appeal to popular opinion. So 
long aa tUo public wa« under the delusion that the colonies had 
long premeditated independence, violent mnBores were aoqni- 
eftwd in " by a majority of indiriduals of all ranks and profea- 
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nous," and no effect was produced on the funds or on com- 
meroe. 

" I ain fighting the battle of tlio li^slatare," said the Icing 
aa the time of meeting parliament drew near; " 1 tl>erefore 
liavo a right to expect an nlmoet Qnanimona support ; I 
know tlic nprightnisat of my inteuticuus and am readj to stand 
an,T attack of ever EO dangerooB a kind." The g<>ad Bcofie 
of the English people reasoned very differently, and found an 
organ among the minister!. Tbc dnke of Grafton l>y letter en- 
treated [.ord North to go great lengths to bring about a durable 
reoonoiUation, giving aa his reasona that " the general inclina- 
tion of men of property in England differed from the doolftra- 
tioD8 of the congrese in America little more than in words; 
that many hearty friends to government had altered their ojHn- 
iotu liy the tivutitti of the year ; that their coofidenoo in a strong 
party amftng the ocdonlsts, ready to second a regular military 
force, was at an end ; that, if the British regnlar force should 
be doubled, the Americans, whose behavior ah-eady had &r 
mrpafiEed every one's expectation, could and would ineresM 
theirs Mttordingly ; that the contest was not oAly hopelcsa, bat 
fraught with disgrace ; that the attendant expenses wouUl lay 
upon the country a burden which nothing could justify but an 
iaittlt iroin a foreign enemy ; that, therefore, the colonies 
sbonld be invited by their depntic^ to state to ])arliuuent their 
wishes and uxpectations, and a trace be proclaimed, until the 
Issue should lie known." 

Of this oominunication Lonl North took no note whatever 
tuttll within six days of the opening of parliament, and then 
replied by enclosing a copy of the intended speech. Ilastening 
to court, Grufton complaiuod of the violent and impracticable 
aobeuiee of the ministers, framed in a misconception of the re- 
'-aonrceB of the colonies ; and he added : ** Deluded themselves, 
they are deluding your majesty." The king debated the btui- 
new at largo : but when he announced that a numeroos body of 
German troops was to join the Britiitli forces, Grafton an- 
swered : " Yotir majeety will find too hito that twice tbo number 
vQl only increase the disgrace, and never efieet the pnrpoEo." * 

On the twenty-silth of October, two da^-s after the failure 

* From Ibo papera ot the iluke of Gntioo, oomiBUiifuud (o nw In IHt, 
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of the first great effort to hire Riiasian mercenaries became 
known to the goTornmcnt, tlic king mot the parliament. 
Making uo aUueion to th<? Amoricai] congreee or to its {tcti- 
tioD for coiiviliatiou and peace, be charged the colomce with 
levying a rebellious war for tlie purpose of eetabUshinj; au in- 
dependeut empire. He professed to hEtve reeeived the most 
friendlv offers of foreign aasiatiuicc. Ho recoinmended an 
increase of the navy and the anuy ; at the mine time, he 
proposed to send commieeionere with [>owcr to grant porduos 
aud receive the sul>nuBeion of tlie several colonies 

lu the house of commons Acland, who moved tlie ad- 
dre&a, presdoted the question as btit^rcoQ the independence of 
America, or Ler eubrai&jion T' L^'ttelton, a former governor 
of South CaPrtlina, in wjanuliiig him, " wemed to take pleas- 
ure in infonning the house that the negroes in the soutbem 
colony were numerous, and ready to imtiruQ their lianiU in 
the blood of thvir masters.'* The address wwt adopted by a 
vote of two hundred and serenly^-eight against one hundred 
and ten. 

On the report of tho adilrews, the debate was renewed. " If 
wobuSlt by the war," said Lord North, "the Americans will 
Buffer iiiuuh uioru Yet," be added, "I wisli tti (Jod, if it 
were possible, to put the colonies as they were in 1 763." His 
Boeming disinclination to the measuree of his own miniittiy 
drew on him a rebuke from Fox for not resigning his place. 
"The present war," argaed Adair at length, *'took its rim 
from the ii>!8crtion of a right, at Iwst but doubtfid in it«lf; 
from whence tliewamiestiwlvoeates for it have long l>cen forced 
to admit that this coontry can never derive a single shilling 
of ad i':inl:ige. The AuiericaiiH my: 'Place us in the situ^ 
tjon of the year sixty-three, and we will return to our con- 
stitutiona] subjection.' Take them at their word. If they 
should recede from titeir own proposals, yon may then have 
recourse to war, with t^e advantage of a united instead of a 
divided people at home." Sir Gilbert Elliot was nnwitling 
" to send a large annamcnt to America without sending at the 
Bame time terms of accommodation.*' "I vote for tho ad- 
drees," said Rigby, ^because it sanctifies coercive meaeoreB. 
America must be conquered, and the preeeut rebellion mnst bo 



mS. FINAL ANSWER OF P^VRLIAMENT TO AUEBICA. 2S3 

crashed ere thu dispute will be euded.^ The commons on- 
hositatinglj^ confirmed timr vote of tiie previoti* night. 

Amoiig the lords, Shelbiirao gpoko of the petition of the 
eongrefiiS a» the fairest gronud for an liooorable aiid advanta^- 
OOK accommodation ; and of FranlcHn a* one whom " he liad 
long and intimately known, and had ever fonnd constant and 
earocat in the wish for concihation npon the terms of ancient 
connection." His words were a prupbce^ of peace, and of 
himnolf and Franklin as tt^ mixliatnra ; but on that night he 
was orcrbonie hy a majority of two to one. Some of the mi- 
nority entered a protest, in which they eaid : " TVe conceive 
caUJDg in foreign foree« to decide domestic quarrcU to bo 
measare both dii^gracefTiI and dan^rous." 
Tliat same day the university of Oxford, the favored printer 
of tlie translatotl Bible for all whose motlier ton^e was the 
Eaglish, the natural guardian of tlio principles and the ex- 
ample of Wycli3e and Latimer and Ridley ajid Crarimer, the 
tutor of the yontb of Knglaiid, addreM^cd the king againM the 
Americans as " a people who had forfeited their lives and for- 
tnncs to the jiuticc of the state." 

On the last day of Ortober, Lord Stomiont, (lie British 
ambaaeador, was received at the French conrt. The king of 
Franco, whose sympathies vera all on the side of monorriiical 
3wor, inid to him : " il&ppily the opposition party is now 

'Teiy weak." From the king, Stonnont went to Vergennes, 
who expressed the desire to live in perfect hannony with Eng- 
land ; " far from wishing to increase yonr embarmagments," 
said he, ** we see them with Mme uneaiiineRa." " Tlie eonso- 
qnenees," observed Stormont, " cannot cgcapo a man of jour 
penetration and eitemive vjewa" ** Indeed, they are very ob- 
TiouB," responded Yergennett; "tliey are h.i obvious aa tfaa 
eonsMineiioeii of the cession of Canada. I was at Coni>tanti> 
nople when the last peace was made ; when I heard its conda- 
tiona, I totd Bcveral of my friendH there that England would 
ere long liavu reason to repent of having removed the only 
check that coold keep her colonies in awe. My prediction has 

Lbeon but too well verilied. I equally aee the ooiueqnenoea 
It must follow the indcpendeneo of North America, if your 
coh>niiM should cany that point, at which they now so visibly 
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aim. They might, when tliey |>leaae(l, couquer both your iBlands 
and OUTS. I am pcreuaded tljiit they wouUl not rftop lliere, but 
would in process of time advaneo to the soutJi«m continent of 
America, aud either aubdue its iuhabitauts or canr them along 
-witli theni, and in the end not leave a foot of that hemigphare 
in the poeeeasion of any Kuropean power. Ail these cons^ 
quenctifi will not uidced [>c immediate: neither you nor I 
shall live to see them ; bat for being remote they are not lo« 
Burv." 

On tlie first of November the duke of Manchester said to 
the lords: ''The violence of the times hoe wrested America 
from the Britiah crown, and spumed the jewel becao&e tbe 
setting iippeared aucouth ;" hut tbe debate which he opened 
had no elTect except tliat Grafton took part with him, and as a 
oonsetjueaco resigned his place as keeper of Uio privy »>aL On 
the tenth Ricbai'd Ponu was called to the bar of tbe house of 
lordit, where he bore vitneHft in great detail to the sincerity of 
the American congress in their wi»b for coociliatioD, and to 
the unanimity of support which tbey received from the peoi)Ie. 
The duke of Richmond proim«od to accept the ixjUiion from 
that congrc«) to the king as a grountl for conciliation ; he was 
ably hup]>orted by Shelbmiio; but liis motion, like ovciy aimi- 
hu- motion in cither house, was negatived by a majcffity of 
about two to one. 

On tbo same day fiochford retired on • penaioD, making 
Tray for Lord Weymouth, who greatly snrpasaed him in abili^ 
aod resolution. Dartmouth took the pri^y seal, but witliout a 
Beat in the cabinet The American department was transferred 
to Ix>rd George Sackville Germain, who concentrated in liimjtftjf 
all the political patrooage of tbe honae of Corset, and promised 
to carr}' out the meaaunB raoommeDded by tiim iu tlie houfK ol 
coinmonij on the twenty-eighth of March J 774. The pian thus 
selected to conduct the civil war in America stood l^fure Eu* 
rope ati an olUcer coahiered for cowardice on the ticld of battle. 
Geoi^ II., who was brave and a strict disciplinarian, tfaou^t 
the eentence jueC, and waa inexorable toward him. UtK admis- 
sion to Court at the accegsioa of George III. eimfmni'd the rup- 
ture between Pitt and tbe earl of iJutc. ile owed hi« rehabili- 
tation to Boddngham, to whom he instantly proved false. Cha^ 
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ham vonld never sit witli liim at the couocil boftnl. Haonted 
by corroding recollectionB luid etiipidly fiDlf-conHdent, he en- 
tered on tlie high office, for whicli he was of all lueu die lenst 
competent ; eager to efface Ids ignominy by rivalling the career 
of Pitt in die Aevcu years' war. But lie bad not any one (]ual- 
iiiy tliat tittud him for an important military office: so thai liis 

'•ppointment was of the very beet aaghry for tlie insnrgent 
Americans. Minutely -pncito and fonual, ho liad a fererish 
activity, panctnality lo a minute, and personal application, but 
no sagacity, nor quick perception, nor BoimdneM of jndgmcnt, 
nor that mastar^ over othen wfaieli comes from force of cbarao- 
ter and warmth of hetirt. Tie conld not plan a campaign, and 

' was a nioet uncomfortable chief, always propoeing to the gen- 
era] officeis under hia direction measutee which tliey had not 
the means to execute, and always thniwiiig apon them the fault 

\ei failure, llis rancor toward those at whom he took oflvuoe 
roB bitter and unending ; lua temper petulant^ and ruled by 

[jneBionii violent and coiuitant, yet jMitty in tlieir objects. Ap- 

' parelled on Snuflay morning in gaJa, as if for the drawing- 
room, he constantly marched out all his haneehold to \m parish 
chnnjh, where he would mark time for the siii-^ing gallery, 
chide a metic cborieter for a discord, stand np during the ser- 
xoon to gttrvcy the congregation or overawe the idle, and get- 
ticolato approbation to the preacher, or cheer him by name. 

The oapnoity of Germain had been greatly overratetl. Ife 
wasroBtlessand loved intrigue; ambitious, opinionated, and full 
of envy ; when ha spoke, it was arrogantly, aa if to eet others 

I rig^t ; bin nature combined cicjiiteinptiiom liaughtinoss toward 

}^QA inferiors and gubordinatei, and meanness of spirit. Without 
fideli^, fixed principlea, or logical cleamcs* of mind, unlit to con- 
duct armies oralFains he joined cowardice mtb love of enperi- 
ority and "malevolence" toward thoee who thwarted or op- 
I him. He was rich ; hut in a period of corrupt government 

[^ wte di«tii^fuiahed for the inordinate gratification of his own 
lidity in tlte exerctfe of hie powers of patronage and confis- 
eation. Tlionj^ smooth and Idndly to his inferiore and do- 
pendants, ho was capable of ordering the most atrodons acts 
of eriKslty ; conld rebuke hie generals for checking eavagca in 
their fniy as destroyera; and at, night, ou eoming homo to 
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Im supper aud \m claret, the fncndless man, mUoTin^ and un- 
loved, conid, with C(itd, vengeful miklice, jjlun liow to lajr 
America in aabee, mux he kiicw not how to roduce htT to eab- 
iniaeiou. 

Gcnuaia'A appoiDttaent shows how little the sjmpatluea of 
the English people were considered ; the adininistratiou, as it 
was now constitutod, was the weakest, the most destitute of 
principles, aiul the meet nnpopular of that centniy, The Eng- 
land that the world revered, the England that kept alive in 
Europo the vestal fire of freeiloin, was at tliLj time outside of 
the government, Uiongli etendily gaining political strength. 
" Chathiun, while he had life in him, was its nerve." Had 
Grenrillc liocri livuig, it would have included Grwirille; it 
retained Kockingbom, Gruuvillu's eucccsetor; it had now re- 
covered Grafton, CliatUom's successor. The king's policy waa 
not in harmony with th« England of the revolntion, not vrilh 
that of the eighteenth contitry, nor with that of the nineteenth. 
The Eiigland of to-day, wldeh rcecives and brij^htens and paases 
along the ttjrch uf Uberty, has an hoiiC3»t hue:ige, and Hpriugs 
from the England uf the la^t century ; but it had no repreeeo- 
tstive in the ministry of Lord North or the loajority of the 
fourteenth parliament. A merit-a would right hereelf ^vitliin a 
year; Britain and Ireland must wait more than a half-CL*ntury. 

How coiupletely the minbtry were stumhllug along witb- 
oul a ijollcy app^-arcd fnjra the dcbatcrt. On the eighth Lord 
Barrington ii«ked of the bouse in a committee of supply an 
appropriation for twenty-five thonaond men to 1)C employed in 
America, and eaid with i»H.-ming authority of a minister: **Tt)e 
idea of taxing America is entirely given up ; the only conaid- 
entiou in how to securo the coostitutional dependency of that 
country. Tlio general plan adopted by adminietration i« firet 
to arm, and then send out commieeionera.^ But when Lord 
North, on the tliirteenth, in a committee of supply ni<>vi.>d the 
fall tax of four shillings in the pound on land, ho had to en- 
counter and overcome the rankling discontent of llie lauded 
gentry, for whom a reduction of a Hlulling in the pound of the 
land-tax wiu to have been the flntt fruits of their support of 
the American meaBuree, and he spoke in thb wiae : " Wlien Ills 
majesty's ministers said tb^t tlie idea of taxation was ahan> 
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doned, they never intendeJ hy that expreseion more than that 
taxation is but a matter of secondary consideratiou, when the 
supremacy and legiaUtivo authority of this ouuntnr are at atalce. 
Taxation is not, nor ever -was oat of their view. It should he 
insisted on and enforced, to insure your legislative authority, 
though no kind of advantage should ariae from it." The ex- 
planation gsTC satiefaction ; Lord North retained support by a 
eacrilicc of his opinions and of America. 

On Ute sixteenth Burke brought fonranl a hill for eompOd> 
ing the existing troubles by renomicing tlte pretensioa to an 
Ameriean rerennc. "If wo are to have no poaeo,'* replied 
Genntiiu, "unless we give up tbe right of taxation, tlie oontest 
is brouglit to its fair iwue. I trust we sludl draw a revenue 
from America; tbe spirit of this country will go along with 
me in-the idea to onidi rehelhons resistance." 

Aa be 6aid thie, the orders vrera already on the way to htru 
troops of tlie roytelcta of Brunswick and Hesee-Caswl, and, in 
defiance of the lawfl of the empire, to rait:»e rccniits in Qer- 
many ; for, if Uritain was to crush tbe Americans, it could 
not be douo by EngUshmGa. 

In Ireland llio ministry controlled a majority of her le^k- 
ture, and sought to allay discontent by ooncetwions in favor 
of bcr oonmiorve and mnnufacture«. Tlic consent of the Iriiih 
house of ooninione was requested to iwnding four thousand of 
the troops on tlie 1 ntdi etttahliftlimeut to America, and receiving 
in theirstead four thousand German ProteRtanta. ^If .weg^ve 
oor consent," objected Ponsonhy. in the debate on the twenty- 
fifth of XovcmhtT, " we shall take port against America, con- 
trary to justice, to pnidcnce, and to hummiity." "Tbe war iB 
unjust," Baid Fitj:gibbon, ^ and Ireland has no r«aiw>n to be ft 
part}' therein." Sir Edvrard Newenham conld not agree to 
Bond more troops to butcher men who were fighting for tbeir 
liberty ; and be reprobated the introduction of foreign mer- 
cenaries a8 eqnally militating agaimit true reason and sound 
poIi(^. "If men must bo sent to America," cried George 
Ogle, "send foreign mercx^naries, not the song of Ireland." 
Hiwsey Bnrgh condenmed tli© American war as "a violation 
of the biw of nationit, tlie law of tbe land, the law of humanity, 
the law of nature ; he would not vote a nnglc sword without 
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an a(Mr>eaj reoommending conciliatory measares; the luiuietr^-, 
if victonoiui, woald only cfitat>liKb a right to the harvest when 
they had burnt the grain.'' Yet the troops were voted by one 
himdrcd and twen^-one against e«ven^-wx, althoun^ the reeo- 
tution to replace them by foreign Frutebianu veaa iiugiitived. 

The luujority in both p&rlluinentH did nut quiet Lord North. 
Sir George Saville describes him " as one day for oonciliaUon ; 
but, a» Boon us the firHt word is out, he \e checked and ood- 
trolled, and, instead of conciliation, out comesconfiuiion." On 
the first oi December he preteed to a tsecond reading the Ameri- 
can bill, wliich ooDBolidated the several penal acta and en- 
larged them into a prohibition of the tmde of all the (birteen 
colonies. American vcaeelaftad goods wore made the property 
of their captors ; the prisoners might be compelled to serve the 
king even agiiiust their own countrymen. No one American 
grievance vraa removed. 

The atrocity of the mea&uro was exposed in the house of 
commons, but without effect; un tlie third reading, in the 
bouse of lords, Ikfaiisfield said : " Tlie people of America are 
as much t^und to obey the acts of the BritiBh parliiuiient ag 
the inliabitantd of Tiuudon and Middlesex. I Iiavc not a doubt 
in my mind that ever since the peace of Paris the northern 
colonies have been meditating a atate of independence on this 
country. But, allowing that all their profeeeiana are genuine^ 
are we to stand idle because we are told this is an unjust war i 
The jofticc of the caoBe must give way to our present aitua- 
tkoL ; and the conBequenci« which mast ensue should wo ra- 
oedc, would, nay must, Ijc infinitely woree than agredng to 
a final soparstion.'* After these words, the bill wa« adopted 
withniit n dirisiftn. 

Outside of parliament, the opinion of the most inteUigciit 
amoug the philosophers of Britain was divided. The Inka* 
warm Prenb^-terian, William Kobertson, would h:ive the Hrit- 
iah " leaders at once exert the power of the British empire in 
ite full force," and station a " few regiments in each capital" 
Like MannRuld, he was certain that the Americ.'uui had lKx:n 
aiming all along at indcpcndunee ; and, like the Bedford pAr^, 
he held it fortunate that mattcn bad eo soon been brought 
to a crisis. As a lover of mankind, he wns ready to bewail 
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the cLock to prosperons and growing etates ; but, snid lie, " wg 
are past the hour of Icnitivee and liolf exertions.'* 

On die oilier liaud, John Millar, the professor of law in tlie 
university oi Glasgow, Ca-uglit the joutU of Scotland who fre- 
quented tiis lectures " that tliB reputlican form of government 
is by tar tiie best, either for a v&rj small or a verj extausire 
oountrjr." 

" I cannot but agroo with liiin," Bald David IlanUit jrho 
yet maintained that it would be "most criminal" to disjoint 
tliD established government in Gr&at Britain, where he believed 
a republic woTiId eo certainly be the immediate foronmner of 
deapotium that none but fools would tbiuk to augment liberty 
by shaking off monarchy. But he had no faith in the univer- 
sal application of tlie monarchicjJ principle. "The ancient 
republics,'* eaid he, rising above the induence of his philoeo 
phy, " were somewhat ferocious and tora by bloody factions ; 
but they u'cre etill much preferable to the audeut mouaruliice 
or aristocracies, whlcli aeem to have been (]uitv iiitolcmble. 
Modem maunors have corrected this abuse ; and all the repub- 
lics in Europe) without exception, are so well governed that 
one is at a low to which we should give the preference. I 
am an American in my principles, and wish we would let 
them alono to govern or miAgovem tbemaelvea, as they think 
proper." 

But ono greater than ^Robcrteon and wiecr than Hume gavo 
the best expreseiou to the mhid of Scotland. Adum Smith, 
the peer and tlie teacher of Htatesnien, enrolled atiiong tlie 
benefactors of our race, one who had closely studied the econo- 
my of France ae well as of Britain, and who iu liis style com- 
bined tlic grace and tbo oluarmass of a man of tlm world "vvith 
profound wisdom and the eincere Bearch for truth, applied to 
the crisis thoee prioeiptee of freedom and right which made 
Scotknd, under OTOiy dindrantago of an opproeeiTo form of 
fendalifim and a deceitful system of repreaeutatioo, an efficient 
instrument in promoting the liberties of mankiod. He would 
have the American colonics either fwrly ruprosentod in parlia- 
ment or independent The pmbibitory laws of EiigUmd toward 
the colonies he pronoimoed " a manifest violation of the most 
HCTod rights," " im])ertinent badges of slavery imjMwed upon 
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them without any snfficioDt reason by the gronndleas joalonsy 
of tlie mcrcliants aiid manufacturers of the mother oountry." 
*' Great Britain,'' said he, "derivefl nothing but loss from tbo 
dotuinion she aMumes over her eolonieg," "It is aot Tcry 
pmbable that they will ever voluutarily submit te og; the 
blood which must be shed in forcing th^em to do eo is every 
drop of it the blotxl of thi.wc who are or of those whom we 
wIbTi to have for oiir fellow-citizens." "They are verj- weak 
who flatter themaelves that, in the Bt&te to whidi tilings are 
come, otir coloiiies will be cosily eoiiquerxxl by force aloQc'* 
And he pointed out the vast immediate and coDtinaing adrui- 
tagM vldcb Great Britain woald derive if ehc " tsUould toIod- 
tarily give np all anthority over hor colonics, and leave them 
to elect tlicir own mngietr.itcs, to enact their own laws, and to 
make peace and war as they might tliink proper." 

Josiuh Tucker, an Cnglisli royalist wnt^ on political 
eeonomy, had studied perseveringly the laws of nature, which 
an the laws of God, in their ajipUcatioD to commerce; and, 
at Uie ritilc of being rated a visionary enthiittiaKt, he Rouglit to 
convince the landed gentry tliat Great Britain wonld lose 
nothing If she should runuuuec her colouics and (nillivate com- 
merce witli tliem BIS an independent nation. This he enforced 
with such Btrength of argument and perspicuity of aUtcment 
that he nmde a proscl.^'te of Soamo Jen^-na who wrote rcraes 
in hia pniife, and wae approved I>y Iiord SJaiuiiiclr!. 

Throuj^'h the cloudB of conflict and paasjon roee the cheer- 
ing idea tliat the impending change, whicli luid been dcpro- 
eated aa the ruin of the empire, would bring no disuter to 
Britain. American utatcsmen had struggled to avoid a separa- 
tion ; tlie measures of tlie BritiKh government, as one by one 
tliey were Bucoeiwively borne acrow the Atlantic^ isregard of 
the petition of congrea by the king, his speech to partlanieut, 
Ilia avowe^l ni'gotiationB for mercenaries, the closure of tlie 
poitA of alt tlic tliirtccn oolonice and the coDfiKration of all 
their property on the ocean — ^forced upon them the conviction 
tliat they must protect and gorera tbomset?^. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
aksbxatiox of oa.hada. 
Acopht-Decbmbee 1775. 

Tira contiucQtu] congress had, ou the first of June 1775, 
diacliiimed the purjwee of iiiradiiig Cana<Ia; &nd a Froncb 
verbion of Uieir resolution waa disti'ibuted among ite iohabi- 
tenta. Bat on the ointh of that month the governor of the 
svincd proclaimed the American hordcrcrs to be rcboUioTU 
utore, estabUehed martini law, samnioned the Trench pea&- 
tmtry to acrvo ouder Urn old colonial nobility, and instigated 
alike the euiiVfrtGd Indian tribt-s and the savageeof the Iv'orlh- 
WQftt to tak*3 tip Lbu hatchet agitirmt New Turk and New Eii^ 
land. Them movements madQ the occupation of Cnnada by 

iierica an act of ftulf-defeiic* ; it ruceived the unflinching 
rspproi'ul of Diukiniiou and occapied in u special maimer the 
•tteution of Xew York. 

The French nohility and the Catholic clergy acqniesced in 
the new form of go%'oruincnt ; hut a large part of the Brititili 
llCindciitti detected ttieir Rnhjcction to arbitrary power ; and tlie 
Canadian peasantry denied the authority of thi^r seigniors as 
ma^tratce, restated their clohu of a riglit to oommand their 
military scmccs, and were willing to welcome an invadon. 

At the instance of Carleton, the Catholic biehop sent % 
mandate to the eevernl porishei), to be read by the olei^' afccr 
divine service ; but the peasantry pcreieted in refosing to tnm 
out. 

Schuyler, on taking command of the QortJieni army, de> 
spatched Major John Brown to learn the state of Canada. 
Od the twea^-«eventb of July the regiment of Green Moun- 
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tain Boye elected ita officcre; and Setli Waraer, a man of 

oouni^ aiid fr<>od judgment, waE chosen its licntenaiit-oolo 
nel. PrepsLrnlidiiH wt^re iiiuilu for oroetdng tlie tHxiiidurj ; but 
Schuyler had only twelve htiii<!red men, and, judging them 
inauilicieiit for the entt^rprise, he waited for tJie orders which, 
on the sixtli of Aiigust, lie Molicitwd from conj^reas. Before the 
middle of the month Brown rctnmt'd from a poriloDS mar^ 
of ohservation, and reported that now was tlie time to acquire 
Cunada, whuro there were only ahoat four hundred rc^:iilars, 
l>eBide the garrison of three hundred at St. John's ; tlut the 
inhabitants wero friends; thut the militia refused to serve 
mider the French officers lately appointod. At tJie same time, 
a new arrival at Ticouderoga changed the epirit of tlie camp. 

We have seen Riohard Slontgnmery, who hail wrrcd in 
the army from the age of fifteen, gain distinction in the seven 
years* \Tar. Failing after the peaoe ta tiia pursuit of die pro- 
motion to which lii« good service gave him a right to aspire, 
he sold liis commission and emigrated to New York. llore, 
in 1773, he renewed his acquaintance with the family of Rob- 
ert K. Ijnngston, and married his eldest daughter. Ke\'er 
intending to draw his sword again, studious in his hahita, he 
wished for a country Hie at Glunehcck ; and lus wife, whoee 
aficctioQB ho entirely poseeaeed, willingly coaf<Hmed to Iiis 
t^tes. The father of Im wife need to eay that, "if Ameriem 
liberty should not be maintained, he would carry his &unily to 
Switzerland, as the only free country in' the world." Her 
grandfather, the aged Robert LlTingatun, was tlie stanelicst 
patriot of them all. In 1773, in his eighty-fonrth year, he 
foretold the conflict with England ; at the news of the retreat 
nf the Rriti«h from C-oncord, ho confidently aiinoimced Ameri- 
can iiideficiidence. After the battle of Bunker Hill, as he lay 
calmly on his death-bed, his last words were : " What oewa 
from 'Boston r' 

The county of Dutchees, in April 1 775, selected Jfontgom- 
ery aa a delegate to the first provincial convention iu New 
York, whore ho distiuguinhcd hiin»ilf by modeety, decision, 
and aonnd judgment. Accepting his appointment as briga- 
dier-general, be reluctantly bade adieu to his " quiet sohetno of 
Ufa," "perlapR," he aaid, "forever; bat the irill of an op- 
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prestied people, compelled to choose lietu-eeii Itbarty and sla- 
very, must bo obeyed." 

On the Kixtli uf Aii^iwt, from Albany, he advii«d that 
Tryoa should ha conducted out of the way of mischief to 
Hartford, lie rciiAoiied in favor of the occiipatioD of Canada, 
oi Uiu means of giiiinliiig agaiaat ludiun bostilitii-^ and ilia- 
playing to the world the Btxoogth of the confederated coloulee ; 
it was enlarging the sphere of operations, but a failnre would 
not iiDpn,ir tiie means of keeping die oomnunU of Lake Cltun- 
plaiu, Summoned by Schuyler to Ticonduroga, lie was attend- 
ed as far ae Saratoga by his wife, whose gloomy forc-Lodiiigs 
he Kuothed by cheerfulaoas and gc^od Immor. Uis la^t words 
to lier aX parting wer»: " You will n«ver liave cause to blush 
for your Montgomery." 

WTien, on the aeventcenth of AuguBl, he arrived at Tloon- 
dt^roga, Schuyler de{«irtcd for Saratoga, promiaing to return on 
tha twentieth. That day paesed, and others ; and etill !te did 
not com& On tlie twenty-tiftli, Montgomer}' wrote to him en- 
trcatiu^y to join the army with all cjicpcditioQ, ag the way to 
give it confidence in Ids apint and activity. Ou the cveiung 
of the twenty-sixth, Schuyler, ut Albany, received an exprees 
foom "WaehingtOQ, ui;ging tho acquisition of Canada, suid prom- 
iailig an au:dli.iry enter|)rifiti by way of tho Konnoboc '* I am 
Bare," wrote the eldef, '* you will not lot any diffleidtios. not 
insuperable, damp your ardor; perseverance and spirit have 
done wonders in all ages. You will therefore, by the retom 
of tluK meeeenger, infonn me of your ultimate resolution ; not 
a moment's time is to be lost." In obedience to this luttcr, 
Schuyler ect off for his anny. 

ITontgomery, wherever he came, looked to eee what coald 
bo done, and to devise the means of doing it ; be hod infonned 
Schayler that he should probably reach St. John's on tho Hmt 
day of Scptcmlrcr. Schuyler sent back no reply. " Moving 
without your ordere," pursued Montgomery, " I do not like ; 
but tho prevention of the enemy is of the utmost eonsequuneo j 
for, if ho geta his veasels into the lake, it is over with us for 
the present summer;" and ho went forward witli a thoiwand 
or twelve hundred men. On the fonrth of September ho waa 
joined at Isle La MoUe by Schuyler, and they proceeded to 
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Isle^ox-Nobc. The next day a. dcclar4tion of friendship was 
dispereod among the inhabitants. On tha sixth, SchiiTlor, with 
force* not exceeding a thousand, inarfthed toward St. John's. 
In croesing n creek, tlio left of the udvajiced line was attacked 
by a party of Indians ; but, being promptly Kiipported by Jfont- 
gomery, it heat ofi the a^sailajits, yet \vith s lo^ of nine Enbal- 
terns and privatat. The next day, acting on false information, 
Sehnyler led back the tm<ips iinnioleatod to the Islc-aox-Xoii. 
From that station he wrote to congresis that he slioiild retire, 
qdIcss he should "reoeire their orders to the contrary." He 
further amiounced to them that in health he was " so low as 
not to bo able to hold the pen ; " and, being put to bed in a 
covered boat, ho withdrew from the conduct of the campaigiL 

SQs letter was the ooeasion of "a large controveny" in 
coBgreso; the proposal to abandon TsIc-aux-Noii was severely 
disapproved, and it wtu refu>Ived to spare neither men uor 
money for hia army. If the Canadians would remain neuter, 
nodoubt was ontertaincd of tho Rct^iiiKition of Cnna^la. Schuy- 
ler was encouraged to attend to his Iiealth, and thus the com* 
mand of the invading array fell to Montgomeiy^ 

The gallant Irialiioan, on the iky after Schuyler left lele- 
anx-Noix, began tho investment of the well-provisioned citadel 
of St. John's. The Indiana kept qniet, and the sealons efforts 
of the governor, the clergy, and the French nobility had hardly 
■ddin] n liundrcd men to the garrison. Carleton thonght him- 
self abnndouod by all the earth, and wrote to the British ©om- 
mander-in-chief at Boston : " I had hopes of holding out fo^ 
t]U« year, had the Kavages remained firm ; bnt now we ore on 
the eve of Ijeing overrun and sulidned." 

On the morning after Montgomery's arrival near St. John's 
he marehcd five liundrod men to (he north of the fortress, 
where ho stationed them to cut off its connections. A sally 
from the fortress was beaten off. and the ,\merican detachment 
was successfully established at the divergence of the roads to 
Chambly and Montreal Additions to lus force and snppliuB 
of food were continually arriving through tho indefatigable at- 
teuliun of Sehnyler; and, though the Siege flagged for tho 
want of powder, the investment was soon made so cloeo that 
the retreat of the gonvoa was impossible. 
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Ethan /UJen liad 1:)een sent to Clinmbly to ralso a corps of 
CanailiRns. They gathered rouDd Lim with spirit, aud his 
officeni Hdvieorl Uim to lead tbem without delay to tlie army; 
but, witli Ixnindless rashness, ho indulged himself iii a viaion 
of BurprisLng HontrejLl a£ lie bad eurprised Ticonderoga. In 
the tijglit preceding the twenty-fifth of September bo jiaAsed 
ovor fnmi Ixm^cil to Long Point with about eighty Canadi- 
ans and thirty Americans, though bo had Mi few caiioos that 
but a third of hia party could embark &t once. About two 
hours after flunrise he wa* attacked by a mixed party of roga- 
lara, Englieh residents of Montreal, Catmdluiif, and Indiana, 
in all about tivo hundred luon, and, aftor a defence of an hour 
and three quartern, lie surrendered hhnself and tliirtyeight 
men ; the net fled to the woods. Tho wounded pmoncre, 
in nmuher, entered the humpital ; the rest were ahuclfle*! 
th«r iu puini, and dicitributttd auiuiig diiTerent tnins]iort« 
in the river. Allen, tbe captor of Tioonderoga, was chained 
with hea^-y leg-irons and ahipped to Enghmd, where he waa 
imprisoned in Fcndennia caBtle. 

Tho i£ene of this adrenturo daunted ihe CanadianB for a 
moment ; but ditiicultiea only brought out tbe resources of 
UoDtgomery. Of the field officers, he cfitoemcd Brvwn above 
others for liis abilit}- ; Macphcrson, his aido4c-camp, a very 
yotuig man, of good sense aud rare endowmcnta, was uiiircr^ 
sally beloved ; in John Lamb, captain of a Xcw York com- 
pany of artillery, he found " a restless genius, brave, active, and 
-intelligent, but very turbulent and troublesome." " The troops 
carried the spirit of freedom into the field, and thought for 
themselvee." He wrote home: "The master of Ilindostan 
could not recom[)eiift« me for this numner'a work, where no 
credit can be ohtaiucd. O fortiinat>c huHbaudmou, would I 
were at my plough again ! " Vet, amid all his voxutions, ho mo 
won the affection of his army that erery met floldier, officer, 
or deserter, that paeecd home, agreed io praising him wher- 
ever tbey stopped^ M> that liis reputation rose throughout tho 
cotmtry. 

Anxious to relieve St John's, Carleton, after the capture 
of Allen, succeeded in afsembling about nine hundred Cnnn- 
diaiiij at Montreal ; hut the iutialtitoutE generally favored the 
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Ajncrican cxose, and tbey difiappeared bj deeertioas, thirty 
or fortr of a. ti^Iit, till ho was loft almost ajg forloni as be- 
fore. Tho IndiaoB *' were easily dejected aad chose to be of 
the strongeet side, Bo that whea tliey vers most wanted tlie; 
Taaisbed." 

In tUis Etato of matual wcAkne«s tbe mhabitants of the 
paristies of Chambly tiimod tbe scale, Kaii^iig tbeiOKlTCfl 
imdor James IJvingstoii of New York, tlieu a refiidont in 
Cannda. and oeeistcd hy Major Browii, witb a small dctac bmmt 
from Moutgomory, thoy mt down beforo the fort in Cbanibly, 
wliidi, on the eij^bteeuth of October, after a ue^ of a day and 
a half, wHfi ingloriotuly fiiirreii(tere<l by the English commaDd- 
Emt The colore of tlie eeventb regiment were tran&uutted to 
congress ; the prisoners, one hundred and Bucty-eight in nnm- 
l)or, wore marched to CoimL-eticiit ; but tiio great gain to the 
Americana ^aa eovontoeu ctumon and gix tons of powder. 

Tho trmy of ifoDtgotaci^ yielded more readiiy to his guid- 
ance; Wooster of Connecticut bad arrived, and set an example 
of cheerful oltedienco to Iud ordera. At the nortli-wottt a bat- 
tery was coTutmcted on an eminence within tn'O hundred and 
fifty yard* of the fort ; and by tbe tliirtielb it was in full ae- 
tioii. To r.iim tlie Riege, Carletoii, liaving by detipenitv excrrious 
brought together about eight hundred Indians, Canadiaae^ and 
reigulara, on the last day of October attempted to t4dce them 
acroea tlie St. Lawrenee ; but, as tliey drew near the HontherD 
Imdt, Warner, with tbreo hundred Green Mountain Boys and 
incti of the second New York regimen^ poured on tltem bo 
deetmctiTe a fire that they retired iritk loss and in disordor. 

At the ncwfl of Carleton'g defeat, Maclean, the command- 
ant of St, John's, doeortcd by the CJanadJajw and losing all 
hope of Kiipport, retired to (juebe{^ while tlie beuegere puBh>i}d 
on their work with unocflsing diligonoe, keeping up a well- 
directed fire by day and night. On the third of November, 
after a siege of tifty daj-v, the fort of St. John's surrendered; 
and its garriwn, conusting of iive hundred regulars and one 
hundred Canadiaaa, many of whom were of the French gentry, 
marched out with tho honors of war. 

On the twelfth, unoppooed, Monlgomoij took \ioeBcaatm 
of Montreal. He came to give the Canadians tho upportu- 
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nitj of establislung their freedom aud refortuiiij; Uieir laws ; 
and lie rtNineeted tJiem to clioose, bs soon as poe^ble, *' faith- 
ful rcpresietilatives to eit in tho contiReDtal oongKum, and 
make a part of tlmt anioD." He earneedj tugged Schuyler to 
pas6 the wiiittiT in the obiBf town of upper Canada. ''I have 
oonrted fortune," he wrote to hia hrother-iu-kw," aud found 
her kind. 1 have one more favor to solicit, and then I hare 
done." Men, monej-, and artillery wero wanting ; in the face 
of a Canailiau winter, he nuverthcloM reaolvod to form a jimo- 
tion with tho n-ginienta sent throngh the viMemott hy Waeh- 
iogtOD, and attempt the liberatioQ of the lower part of the 
province through the eo-operatton alike of its French and £n|^ 
Usb inhabitants. The attouipt most be made before th« break- 
ing np of tho ice iu the river, when the arrival of British 
reinforoemeiiU from Eunipe wniili) render success uupo^l)le. 

The invasion of Canadn by tho Americane w.is tlie natural 
result of the capture of Ticouderoga. It was not in its origin 
the delil)crate ptir[K>.sc of congrvcs. An attack on the nortbem 
border of Now York was fonnally threatened from Canada^ 
and the opinion prevailed that it could bo Lest resisted hy 
mootiof; it in tlic huid of the enemy. Wasliington bad put 
aside every private su^eetion to divide his etrenfrth; nor could 
he be tempted even to fake part in an expedititm against Nova 
Scotia. But as war raged on the St. Lawrcnoc, hia duty as 
commandor-in'chief required that he should promote its euo- 
CM8 ; and, being infonned of tlic posflibility of rebelling Quebec 
by laud, he wan led to t-ako tlie chances of enrprieing ita citadel 
by Uie aid of the Canadians thomsolvod. In this wise it came 
about that he organizod an expedition to the lower St. Law- 
rence. For its chief officer Ite Ketectod Benedict Arnold, who 
had taken part in tJie surpriw) of Ticouderoga. and who in 
former days as a trader had visited Quutxx:, where he still kept 
Dp a oorreepoudenooL 

The detacIuncHit from the army round Boston ooodated of 
too companies of New England infantry, one of riflemen £rom 
Yirginia, and two from Pomutyh-ania : in all, two hattallcou of 
about elcve!! hundred men. 

Tho lient^Dant-colonels were Roger Euofl and the brave 
ChriBtopher Greeue of Rhode Island. The majori were Re- 
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tnni J. Meigs of Connecticut, and Timothy Bigelow, the earlj 
patriot of Worcester, Maaaachneetts. Daniel Morgan, witii 
UitinpLruvH aiid Hcth, led the Yir£^ia riflemen ; Uundricks, 
a PennsyK*ania company ; Thayer conmumdcd one from. lULode 
Island, and, like Arnold, Meigs, Dearborn, Uenrp, S>enter, and 
Mclvin, left a journal of tho expedition. Aaron Burr, tlien 
but ninoteon years olil, and liifi friend Mntthias Ogdcn, carry- 
ing uiufikete and knapsacks, joined as volontoerfi. Samuel 
Spring attended &» chapUiu. 

The instrnctions given to Arnold had for their motivo af- 
fectionate co-operation with the Canadians. They enjoined 
reapect for the rights of property and the freedom of oon- 
ecience, " ever couaideiiug tliat Uod alone ia thu judge of the 
hearts of men, and to Liui only in tliu) ca£e they are answei^ 
able.'' *' Should Chatham's son fall into your power," nrota 
Washington, " you cannot pay too much honor to the eou of 
BO illtutiious .1 diaructcr, and eo true a friend to America.'* 
Chatham, from his fixed opinion of the war, desired to with- 
draw luH M>n from tho aerviuo ; and Carleton, anticipating that 
wish, had aU-eady sent him home as hearer of deepatchee. To 
the Canadians Waslungton'* words were ; " The cause of Amer- 
ica and of liberty is the cause of everj* Ameriwm wliatever 
may be hie n?-ligion or his det«cent. Come, then, range yoms 
■elves mider the standard of general liberty." 

Boats and proTi«one having been collected, the detach- 
ment, OQ tlie evening of Oie nineteenth of September, tailed 
from Ncwbur7,-i)ort, and tlie next morning entered the Ken- 
nebea Pasmng above the hoy where that river is met by tho 
Androeooggin, they halted at Fort Wcetem, which consisted 
of two hlock-honsce, and one large lionee, encloeed with pick- 
ets, hard by the east bank of the river, on the site of AugostA. 
The detachment followed in fonr dividons, in as many eacoee- 
eive days. Each division took proviaions for forty-tive daya 
On the twenty-lifth, Morgan and the ritlenien were seat iirat 
to clear the path ; Greene and Bigelow followed with throe 
companies of musketecrG ; Meigs with four more went next ; 
Euoa with tliree companies closed tlie rear. 

They a#«ended the river Jowly to Fort Halifax, opposite 
"Watcrville ; daily to their waists in water, hauling their boats 
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against a very rapid current. On the foiirtli of Oetolier they 
pajwetl tlie vestiges of an Indian cbapel, a fort, and the grave 
of the misBionary Tiasles. After they took leave of eettletneuts 
and houses at Norridgewock, their couree lay up the swift Ken- 
nebec, which flowed throngli the thickly foreeted aud almost 
traekloBS wild; uow rowing, now dragging tlieir boal«, uow 

ling them on their tliouldera round rapids and cataracts, 
across morassea, over craggy highlands. On the tenth tho 
pai^ readied the dividing ridge between the Kennebec and 
Dead river. An iidvance party of seven men marked the 
shortest carrying-place from the Kennebec to the Dead river 
by snagging tlie biUihes aud blazing the trees. Tlicir way 
atretched through forests of pine, balsam fir, cedar, c\i)n:«e, 
benilock. and yellow birch, and over three ponda, that lay hid 
among the trees and were full of trout. After passing them, 
they bad no choice but to carry their boats, baggnge, st<H^ 
and ammunition across a ^wamp, which was overgrown with 
bufhuH and whiti! moss, oftt^n sinking knee dt-eji in the wet 
turf. From Dead river, jVmold on the thirteentii wrote to 
tho commander of the northera army, annonncing his plan of 
co-operation. Of hiis friends in Quebec ho inquired what ships 
were there, what number of troops, and what was tho disposi- 
tion of tho Canadians and merchants ; and he raahly made on 
Indian the bearer of hie letters. 

Following tho Dead river eighty-throe miles, encountering 
near its eourco a series of small ponds choked witli fallen trees, 
and afterward seventeen portages, in ten or twelvo days more 
the main body arrived at the great carrying-place to the Chau- 
di^ro. On the way tliey heard that Enoe, who commanded the 
rear, had, witliont any justiHcation from his orders, led back Lis 
tiiree comiKinies to Cambridge. 

The mouutoine bad been clad in enow since September; 
winter was howling around them, and their course was still to 
the north. On the night preceding the twenty-eighth of Oc- 
tober some of the party encamped on the summits from wliich 
the waters flow to tbe St. Lawrence. As they advanced, tbeir 
Euflerings increased. Some went barefoot for days together. 
Their path was shaded with thorns ; tlieir elulbe« had become 
60 torn they were almost naked ; at night they had no couch 
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or ooTer bnt brancbea of erergrcens. Often for eucceuiTe 
days and nights they were espoeed to drenching fitonne, and 
bad to cross torrente that were swelling with the rain. Tiieir 
proTiiions failed, so that thej even cat the dogs that foUowod 
them. Many a man, etraggUng to march on, stiffened with 
cold and death. Here and there a helpless inralid waa left 
behind, with perhaps » soldier to hunt for a red 6<j|nuTel, a jay, 
or a hawk, or gather roots and plants for hie food, and watch 
hisexpiriug breath. On Dead river, 3Iacleland, tlie lieatenant 
of Hendricks's compa.ny, was KuHering froui iiiflamniatiou of 
the lungs ; his friends tenderly carried him on a litttJT acnKH 
the mountain, Hendricks in his tnm putting bis ahoolder to 
the burden. 

The men had banlod their barges up stream nearly all the 
way for one hundred and eighty miles, bad cairied them near- 
ly forty miles, through hideoos woods and mountains, orcr 
swamps, which they were obhged to croes three or four tiniM 
to fetch tbeir ba^age; yet starving, and with ancortainty 
■head, officers and men puabed ou with invincible furtitudc. 

In the too great eagerness to descend the rocky channel of 
tiw Cbaudi^re, three of their boatit, laden with ammunition 
ud preciona xtorea, which had hmn brought along with M> 
much toil, were overset in the whirls of the stream. On the 
second of November, French Canadians came up witli two 
borBCti, driviug bcfuru them live u.\vn, at which the party fired 
a salute, and langhed with fnmtio d^ght. On the fomth» 
aboat an hour before noon, they deecried a bon^ at Serti- 
gon, twen^-five leagues from Quebec, near the fork of tho 
Cbaodiere and the Ihi Loup, It was the first they had seen 
for thirty-one days ; and never could the view of cultivated 
fields or Iloiirisbing cities awaken such ecstasy of gladness aa 
this mdo hovel on the edge of the wUdoraoss. Uacleland was 
brought down to ite tibetter, though be breathed Im farewell to 
the world tlie day after his arrival. 

The party followed the winding river to the pariah of St. 
Mary, stra|^;ling through a 6at and rich comitry, which had 
for its ornament low, bright, wluMn-iuibcd Iiouses, the com< 
fortable abodes .of a cheerful and hospitable people. Here 
and there along the road chapels met their eyes, and imogea 
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of the Vu:gm Mary, and rude imitatiooa of the SaTiour'B 

80ITOW8. 

Bj tho labor of Kven. weeks, Cramah^ the lieateoant-goT- 
ernor, had put ttie u'alls of Qutilxw iiito a good poature for 
defence. Cominunications, intrnittod by Arnold to friendly 
Indians, had been, in jmrt at IcMt, intercepted. A vcesel fTom 
K'ewfoimdland had brou^t a hundred carpentere. Colonel 
AUaii Maclean arrived on the twelfth with a hnndred and 
seventy men, lerted chiefly among diiibAiided Uighlanden who 
had ^tled in Canada. The Lixard and the llnntor, nbips-of- 
war, were in tho harbor ; and the juasters of merchant ahipa 
with their lueu were detained for tho defence of the town. 

At nino in the eroning of tho thirteenth Arnold began hu 
eraJjarkation in canoes, which were bat thirty in number, and 
carried leea than two liundrefl at n time ; by crowiing the river 
three times, before daybitjak on the morning of the fonrtccnth 
all of his party, except about one hundred and fifty left at 
Peiiit Li'vi, were lauded uudisciovereil at "Wolfe's Cove. The 
five Imiidred half-armed nim^keteem met no renntanoe m they 
climbed the obKqiie path to the Plains of Abraham. " The 
enemy being apprised of thwr coming," Arnold ** found It im- 
practicable to attack them withont too great risk." In the 
evening he aent a ilag to demand the snrrender of the place. 
The British would not reccjivr. tho flag, and would not com* 
out. The invaders had mi ehanoe of succeae, except thdr 
frionds within the walk should riso ; and of this there were no 
aigne. As the resolt, their ammunition being reduced to but 
five round* to each man, on the nineteenth Arnold witlidrew 
hia party to Point aux Trembles, eight le.iguefl above Quebec, 
where tliuy awaited the orden* of Montgoinerr. 

Tho St. Lawrence, near tho mouth of theSorel, was guarded 
by oontioental troops under Ea/iton. In the darkest bonr of 
the night following the sixteenth of November, Carleion. dis- 
guised as a peasant, passed thera in a small boat. On the next 
day Presoott, the British brigadier, from sheer cowardice, sur- 
rendered the flotilla of eleven fuiil, with all the soldiers, sailori, 
and etoree on board, withoat a blow given or received- Touch- 
ing as a fugitive at Troia Rivieres, Carleton arrived on the 
nmctecuth at Quebec. Uc had witucMOd how much of the 
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BUCCQ6B of Wolfo bad been due to tho roehnesR of Montcalm in 
riiikiiig a battle outeide of thu valh. His cautioD and his firto- 
DG88 were guanuteui tliat the plsoe would be penluacloualy 
defended. 

The progress of Moatgomoy had emboldened & party in 
QucImw tu coiifijsa a wiUiagncBB to receive him on terms of 
capitnlaUon. But, oil the twciitj-eucond, Curleton ordcrod all 
pereons who would not join in the defence of the town to 
loLvc it within four d^ya ; aud after tbeii' departure he found 
himself eupportcd bj more thim three hnndrod rcpilais, three 
hondred and thirty Anglo-Canadian mihtia, five liniidrod and 
fortj-tliree French Canadiaue, four Umidred and eighty-five 
seamen and marines, beside a huudrtid and twenty artifioen 
capable of bearing arms. 

After Montreal was taken and winter was come, Montgom- 
erj waa left vrith no more than eight hundred men to garrison 
his couqucdts, and to go down agaim)! Quet>cc Even most of 
the Qruen Mountain Boys bad goDe home. 

On the twenty-flistb, learing St. John's under the com' 
uumd of Jktarimu Willctt of Ki:w York, intnuting tbo gOT- 
emmeut of Montreal to booster of Connecticut, and in the 
spirit of a kw-girer who was to regenerate the proriucc, making 
a dcclaratiaa that on Ids return he would call a couvcution of 
tho Canadian people, Montgomery, with artiller}- and provi- 
noDs, embarked tlirtie hundred men, and on the tJiinl of ne<!em- 
b«r mode a junction with Arnold. " The famine-proof vctar* 
am," now but six hundred and soventy-five in number, were 
pamidcd, to bear their praJN£» from tlie lips of the hero who^ 
in animating words, did justice to their courage and EU])erior 
style of discipline From the pabho atores which he had 
taken tiicy received clothing suited to the terrible climate ; 
and aJ)out noon on the fifth the army, oompoeod of less than a 
tbotuaad American troops and a Tolant<«r regiment of aboafe 
twtr hondred C&nodiAns, appeared before Qaebeo, which had a 
ganifion of nearly twice their number, more than two hondred 
cannon of heavy metal, and provisions for eight montlis. There 
oould therefore bo no hope of its capture but by storm, and, 
OB the engagements of the Xcw England men ended with the 
thirty-first of December, the assanlt must be made within 
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tventy-eU d&yA. MoQtgomer>' griered for the ]<m of life that 
might ensue, but his deci^ou was prompt aad nnchanging. 
The works of the lower town were the weakest; theee be 
thought it poeeiblo to carry, and then the favor of the inhabi- 
tants in tlie upper town, their eoiioeru far thtir property, the 
nnwai'Iilce character of the garntioii, the finuUl military ability 
of GarletOD,' offered chances of BQcceee. 

Montgomery demanded the surrender of the dty ; Imt his 
flag of tru(»j wa* not admitted ; and every cHort at cornaspond* 
ence with tlie citizens failed. 

Four or tive mortars were placed in St Roc's, but the 
small Bholitt wliich they tlircw did no c«»cutia] injury to the 
garriMn. A battery waa hegim abont eevciv hnndrod yarda 
soQth-weet of St, John's gate ; ta the ground was frozen, tho 
gabions and the interstiora of tlie fascines were liUed with 
mow ; and on this water was ponrod, which froze instantly in 
the iutenM cold. On tho fifteenth, the day after the work was 
finished, a flajjr of tnice waa ag:un Kent towiinl the wall, hut the 
governor would '■' hold no parley witli reheb." Montgomery 
knew that (^^letoo could not be provoked Into making a eally, 
and would sooner be huiied under heaps of ruina than oome to 
terma. 

"Tothe Btorming we must como at last," said Montgomery. 
On the ovenio^ of ttie sixteenth, at a coaudl of tho comtuift- 
sioned officers of Arnold's detachment, a large majority voted 
for making an assault aa soon as the men could be provided 
vith bayonets, hatchets, and bazid-grenadea. " In cu^ of suc- 
cess," Montgomci-y promiaod to tho soldiery " the cffocta of 
thoso who had been meet active ag^st the united colonies." 
Days of preparation ensued, during which he revolved his 
deqierate situation. His rapid oonqucsts had filletl tlie world 
with lus praise; the colonies held nothing impossible to his 
good conduct and fortune; he had received the order of con- 
gress to hold Quebec, if it should come into hiii hands ; and 
Ilowe never doubted of its surrender. Should Quebec be 
taken, the Canailioiu would enter heartily into the union and 
8ond their deputies to congress. "Fortune," said Mootgom- 
erj, " favors the brave ; and no fatal consequences are likely 
to attend a failure." 
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Odo day the general, aooomi«uued bj his aidfr^eKump, 
MacpliunK-u, woDt out to meditato on " the epot vbere Wolfe 
hftd fallen, tightiug for Eagland iu friendship with America." 
llv liad loat the ambition which once sweetened a military 
lifo, and a sense of duty was iiuw hit) utilj spring of actiun ; if 
the AiDoricans should coutinne to prosper^ he wighed to ratom 
to the retired life in which he alone found delight ; but, said 
Le, " should the scene change, I ahall be alwayti ready to con- 
tribute to the public eafcty." Aiid hiii last message to hig 
brother-in-law was: "Adieu, my dear ICobcrt; may joor 
bappj talents ever be directed to the good of nmnkiud." 

As the time for the useault drew near, thruc caplaina in 
Arnold's battalion showed mutiiioua disaSoction. In the even- 
ing of the twonty-tluKj, Montgomery rep&irod to their quar- 
ters, and in few words gave iimm leave to etaud n^idc; "ho 
would coDtpcl none ; he wontod with him no pcnouis who 
went with rehictance." His words recalled tliu officeni to th^r 
duty, but the iucideut hurried hini iiitttn n>»>4.iliitiun to attempt 
gaining Quebec Iwifore the ftrHt of Jituuary. Atenndown of 
OhrietmaB be reviewed ArDold*» biLttaliou at Morgan^is quarteiBy 
and addrcsaed tJietn with spint ; after which a council of war 
agreed upon a night attack on the lower town. Tbeir inten- 
tion wa« revealed by a deacrter. eo thut every proiwration was 
made agatufit a surprise ; two thirds of tlie garrison lay on tlieir 
amis; in tlte upper town, Carleton and others not on du^ 
slept in their clothes; in the lower, volunteer pickote kept 
watch ; and they all wished ardently that the adveatnroiu at- 
tempt might not be delayed. 

llie night of tlio twt>nty-«ixth was clear, and bo cold that no 
man oosld handle bi^ arms or scale a walL The evening of the 
twenty-«eventh waa bazj, and Uie troopa wer« put in motion ; 
but, as thu Kky eoon cleared np, the general, who wai; tender of 
their Hvm, called them back, chooeing to wait for the abeltw 
of clouds and darkness. 

For the next days Uie air vaa serene, anil a mild wecteri/ 
wind brightened the sky. On tlie tliirtietli a finow-etomi from 
the north-east set in. Ijut a few hours more of the old year 
remained, and with it the engagement of many of hin troopa 
would expire. Orden woro therefore given for tho troops to 
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be reader at two o'clock of the following morning ; and, tliat 
tbey might recognise one another, each aoMier wore in his cap 
a piuce of white paper, on which some of them ii^Tote : " Lib- 

Kim- OE DEATH." 

Colooel Jaines Lt%Tiigston, with lees than two hundred 
Canadians, was to attract attention hy appearing before St. 
John's gate, on the soath-weet ; while a company of Americana 
under BrowiL were to feign a movement on Cape Diamond, 
where the wall faces south by west, and from that high ground, 
at the proper time, were to lire rockets, as the signal for he- 
gitmiog the real attacks on the lower town, under AmoM from 
tlie west and north, under Montgomery from the Bouth and 
eust. If successful, both would meet in Mountain street, near 
Preecot gate. 

The geaeni], who reserved for his own party leea than 
throo hundred Yorkers, led thorn in Indian file from huad-q^nar- 
teis at iloUand liooso to Wolfe's Co?e, and then abont two 
mileft farther along the »]iore. In several places they wero 
obliged to jici-nmblo up slant rocks covered with two feet of 
snow, and then, with a precipice on their right, to slide down 
fifteen op twenty feet. The wind, which was at east by north, 
blew furiously in theu" faces, with cutting hail, which the eye 
could not endure ; their constant step wore the frozen enow 
into little lumps of ice, &o that the men were fatigued bj 
struggles not to fall, nnd could not keep their ann« dry. 

The signal from Cape Diamond being given more than 
lialf an hour too soon, the general, 'nith his aidefrde.eamp, 
Macpiiereon and Bnrr, pushed on with the front, composed of 
Cheeeman's company and Kott'a ; and more than half an hour 
before day they arrived at the first barrier, with the guides and 
OATpentere. The rest of the party lagged behind ; and t}ic lad- 
ders wore not within half a mila Montgomety and Cheomuan 
were the first that entered the undefended harrier, passing on 
between the rock and the picUeta which the carpenters b^an 
to eaw and wrencli away. Vrliile a message was sent buck to 
horry np the troope, Montgomery went forward to observe tbo 
path before him. It was a very narrow defile, falling away to 
the river precipitonsly on the one wde, and fibat in by the 
scarped rock and overhanging diS on the other, so that not 
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moro than firo or ax peraoTw could walk abreast ; a boase, 
built of IcgB and extending on tha south nearly to the river, 
with loopholtt for mmiketr}- and a. battery of two three-jwund* 
ere, intercepted tlie jMuwagi:. It -kbh held by a party consistiiig 
of thii-^ Canadians and eight British militia men tinder John 
Ooffin, with nine seamen aa cannoneerB under Bamafun:, the 
mantcr of a tmuBpott. The g«uoml lidtened, and board no 
6on]id ; but lights from lantcnis on the Plains of AIiratuun,«a 
well as the Bigaal rocketSs had given the alarm; and in tbo 
morning twilight, through the storm, his troops were seen in 
full march from Wolfe's Cove. At their approneh to the b«- 
rier whore Coffin commanded, the Bailoro stood at their guxM 
vitlt lig]iC«d limtixikfi. 

Moiitgnmerj' waited till abont aixtj- mwi liad joined him 
inside of the row of pickett ; then exclaiming, "Men of New 
York, yon will not fear to follow where your geueral leacb ; 
push on, bravo boys ! Quelxx: is uurs 1 " he prcsseil forward at 
doiiblu quick timo to carry the bottiery. Ab be appeared on 
a little rising in tlie ground, at a dbttanoe of fifty yards or Ins 
from the months of the cannon, which were loaded with grape- 
shot, Bam^fare dischoi^d tbcm with deadly aim. Aaron 
Burr, who showed personal bravery and good conduct, escaped 
onhurt ; Montgomery, hia aid Macpliereon, the young and gal- 
laut Choesman, and ten others fell deatl ; Hfontgomcn' from 
three wounds. Witii him tim soul of tlie expedition fled. 
Donald Campbell, who nnumed the command of the Yoriteiv, 
seeing no chance of iiueeetK, ordered an immediate retm^ 
which was effected without further loss. 

On the north-western Bide of the lower town Arnold led 
twice aa many troope n» followed Montgomery. The path 
along the 8t Charles liad been narnjwt.'d by maaaed «f loe 
thrown up from the river ; and the lattery by which it was 
commanded might have raked ovciy inch of it with gtap»* 
shot, while their flank was ezpoeed to musketry from the 
vaDs. As they reached Palace gate, the belk of the city were 
rang, the drmn« Iwat a genciul alarm, and tiie cannon he^an to 
play. The Americans ran along in siDgle file, holding down 
thfidr heads on account of the storm, and oovcring their guns 
with their coats. Lamb and his company of artillery followed 
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with a ficld-pieoe on a sled ; tlie £eld-pieoo vm £00Q aban- 
doned, but lit; and Ilia man took part in the aaeault 

The tii-8t barricade was at ths Sault au Alatdot, a jotting 
rock which left little space between the river beach and the 
precipice. Near thi« spot Arnold was wounded in the leg by 
a mufiket-ball, and carried o£l disabled ; but Morgau's men, 
vrlio formud th« van, rushed forward to the port^ho1t» and fired 
into them, while others, Morgan liiinself the first, Charles Por^ 
terfield the geeond, mounted hy ladders, carried the battery, and 
took ita captain and guard prlsouer». But Morgan 'waa at- 
tended only hy hui own company and a taw Fennsytvniiians. 
It was atill very dark ; he had no guide^ and he knew nothing 
of the defences of Uie town. The faces of the meu were hoar 
with froBt and icicl<:^, their moaketa uaelcsa in the etorm. The 
glow of attack began to Bubeidc, and tbc danger of their poet- 
tion to appear. They were soon joined by Ureene, Bigelow, 
and Meigs, so that there were at least two hundred Americans 
in the town, who all preaeed on in the narrow way to the eeo- 
ond barricade, at the eaetem extremity of Soult uu Malelot 
gtreet, where the defences ejttended ^m the rock to the liver. 
tjuder the direction of Greene, heroic eilortH were made to 
carry thera. "With a voice louder than the nortli-eajstgale, Mor- 
gan cheered on hia riflemen ; but, though Ueath and I'ortet^ 
field and a few others in the front filea aaeended the gcalLng- 
ladders, it wa^ only to see on the other aide rowa of troops pre- 
pared to receive them on hedges of bayonets, if they had leaped 
down. Here wan the greatvfit loea of life ; thu assailauta were 
oxpoeed in the narrow street to a heavy fire from IiouEve OQ 
both aides; aoiue of the ofhcers received soveral halls in 
their clothes ; others felL The moment for refloat soon went 
by. Some few escaped over the ahool ice on the St. Charles. 
Ifev daylight, abont two hundred of the Americans took 
shelter io homes of stone, from which they could fire. It was 
tlieu that Hendricks, while aiming his rifle, was shot throogh 
the heart. 

Carleton conid now direct all hie force against the party 
Arnold. By his orders, Captain Lawa, witli two hundred 
en, salUed &om Palace gate in their rear ; Dearboin'H com- 
pany via foond divided into two parties, each of which sue- 
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ccsflivcly aarrendered, leaving "the flower of the rebel army** 
"cooped up" within the town, Morgan prapotKKl that thej 
should cnt tlieir ve&y through their enemies; but it liad bo> 
come impracticable ; and, after maintaining the struggle tfll 
the last hope waa gon«, at ten oVIock they gave themselTee np. 
To the captives Carletun proved a liiimau(; and generous 
enemy. Tlie loes of the British wok inconsiderable; that of 
the Americane, in killed or woanded, was abont alxtj ; m piis- 
oncK, iHrtween three and four hundred. 

When the battle was over, thirteen bodies were found at 
tbe place now known as Fres-de-Ville. TJwt of Chessman, 
Those career had been brief but gallant:, liad fallen orcr the 
locks. In the pathway lay Macphcr»on, the pnrc-miDded, 
youthful entlimiast for liberty', a£ s]>ottc^ a£ tlie new-fallen 
gnow which was liis wiuding-fiheet ; full of promise for war, 
lovely in temper, dj-ar to tlie anuy, honored by the affection 
and confidence of his chief. There, too, by his ride, lay Rich, 
and lloutgomery, ou the spot where he fell At his death he 
wag in the first inontli of liis fortietli year. He waa tall and 
Blender, well-luubed, of a graceful addreee, and a strong nod 
active frame, lie could eiidiirc fatigue, and all changes and 
eeveritiea of climate. Ilis judgment was cool, though lie kin- 
dled in action, imparting eympatbeHc oonrago. Never negli- 
gent of duty, never avoidiog danger, discriminating and en* 
ergetic, he had the power of conducting free men by their 
voluntary love and esteem. An experienced loldJcr, lio was 
well Tcrsed in letters ard in natnral ecionce. In private life, 
be waa a good huBbaiid, brother, and son, an amiable and faitli. 
ful friend. He overcame difficnities which others dmnned to 
encounter. Poes and friends paid trihnte to bis worUi. The 
governor, lien tenant-governor, and council of Quel)ec, and all 
U]e principal officers of the garrison, buried him and his aide> 
de-camp, Macpherson, with the honors of war. 

At the ncwii of Im death, " the city of Philadelphia was in 
tears ; every person seemed to have lost his nearest friend." 
Congpeee proclaimed for him "their grateful remembrance, re- 
spect, and high veneration ; and, desiring to transmit to future 
■ges ft truly worthy example of patriotinn, conduct, boldness 
of enterprise, insuperable perseverance, and contempt of dan- 
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ger and death," they reared a marble monument " to the glory 
of Eiehard Montgomeiy." 

Frederic of Fnueia gave him praise as a military chief. In 
the British parliament Barr6, his veteran fellow-eoldier in the 
late war, wept profusely as he expatiated on their fast friend- 
ehip and participation of service in the season of enterprise and 
glory, when Canada was conquered for Britain, and, holding 
up the British commanders in review, pronounced » glowing 
tribute to his superior merits. Edmund Burke contrasted the 
condition of the eight thousand men, starved, disgraced, and 
shut up within the single town of Boston, with the movements 
of the hero who ia one campugn had conquered two thirds of 
Canada, " I," replied North, " cannot join in lamenting the 
death of Montgomery as a pnbUc loss. Curse on his virtues, 
they've undone his country. He was brave, he was able, he 
was humane, he was generous ; but still he was only a brave, 
able, humane, and generous rebel." " The term of rebel," re- 
torted Fox, " is no certain mark of disgrace. The great assert- 
ors of liberty, the saviors of their country, the benefactors of 
mankind in all ages, have been called rebels. We owe the 
constitution which enables us to sit in this hoose to a rebel- 
Uon." 

So passed away Montgomery, with the love of all that knew 
him, the grief of the rising republic, and the eulogies of the 
world. 
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adt&hciko toward la urfknukhub- 
La8T Months of 17T^Mabcb 1776. 

t 

A BTEADT current drifted tbe a)untry to^vard a cloecr union 
and independence. The BritiKh goTerament refused to treat 
with tlio general congresft. The Anieric*n coloniee, if they 
moan to make their roeistaacc effectual, mnst confine their in- 
tercourse with tho British govenmient exclusively to tho rej>- 
reaentativei! of the colonic-g in union. In New Jer^j the a»- 
aenibly granted tho usual annual support of the royal gorom- 
ment, and then considered the draft of a Beparate addrcae to 
the king ; but, as that mode of action tended to insulate the 
proyinces, Dickinson, Jay, and Wythe were sent by ihe gen- 
eral congress to Burlington, to dissuade from the measure. Ad- 
mitted to the oeeeinLly on the Sfch of Bcccmhor, DickinMin 
invited thorn to wait and Und an answer in the conduct of the 
paHiamont and tho administration. "After Americans were 
put to death without cause at Lexington," said he, " had the 
new contineiital ooognee drawn the sword and thrown awaj 
the scabbard, all lovers of liberty would have applaaded. To 
eonTiiico Britain that wc will %ht, on annyhas been formed 
and Canada invaded. Success attends ns everywhoro ; tbc Ca- 
nadians figbt in our eaiiEte ; bo that we have nothing to fear but 
from Europe, wlueh is three thousand miles distant. Until tliis 
controversy, the strength and importance of our country were 
not known ; united it caiuiot be conquered. Shonld Britain be 
nnsncccMful in the next campaign, Fmnoo will not sit still. 
Notliing but unity and brarery will bring liritain to terms ; 
eeporate petitions we should avoid, for they would break our 
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union; rest, then, od yoar former noble pedtion, and on tliat 
of united America," '* We have nothing to expect from tlia 
mercy or juatico of Britain," argued Jay; "vigor and unanim- 
ity, Dot petitioiUi, arc our only muaiiit of e&fety." W^-tlie of 
Virginia «[>(>ko to the same purpose; and the well-diapoecd. 
assembly of ^'ew Jeraey couformed to tbeir adfice. 

Under orders from tlie New York Convention, Isaac 8ears, 
in tlic night of the tvonty-fourth of Anj^et, removed cannon. 
&om the batter^' of the city. Captain Vandeput, of tlie AeiA, 
a British mau-^if-war in tliu harbor of the city, kept np a heavy 
hut inetTective fire on tlie working party, who succeeded in 
removing twenty-one eighteen-poimders with their csuriages. 
It waa feared that a bouibardmtmt would follow, and families 
Ijbegan to retreat into the country. 

Congreae, on the sixth of October, under tlie form of a 
general resolution, adriscd the arrc«t of Tryon ; on the twenty- 
aerenth, when liia arrcBt wafi imminent, he fled. I'Vom a ahip- 
of-war in the harbor, he recommended to the inhabitants of 
ISevr York a separate petition. Their oongroas, on thu motion 
of John Morin Scott, rejected the thouglit of "a separate 
declaration, as inconsistent with tho gloriona plan of American 
union ; " on motion of Macdoiigall, they confirmed the delib- 
erative powers of the continental oongreas; and they e«it«b- 
lifihe<l a committee of eafetj, with full executive powers within 
the colony. The general oongri-ftK gave direetiouii to Lonl Stir- 
ling to garrifion fortreeees on irudson river by bix companioe 
from New Jersey, and to cuosmp the reet of tho Now Jersey 
troops oontiguouA to New Yurk. Aided by lua tiattalion, a 
party of Jcn<ey minute-men diitarmed the disafiect«d in Queen's 
county. Long Island. 

Under the influence of Sir John Johnson, the Indian 
agent among the Mohawks, disbanded Highlandere who 
dwelt in the valley of the Mohawk river prepared to rally 
to tJie king's standard. By order of the general congreaa, 
Schnylcr with militia from Albany, joined on tho way by 
Herldmer and other militia, marched npon Johnstown, took 
the purole of Johnson to preiu^rve neutrality, and, on the twen- 
tieth of January 1776, eompGllod between two and three hun- 
dred Highlanders to ground their onns in front of his fomoo. 
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In the two following days Herkimer completed the disarma- 
ment of the disaffected. Schuyler and liis party received the 
approbation of congress. 

BritiKli ineu-of-war were masterB of tlie bay and tlie lisrbor 
of New York, the East river, and HiidBon river below the 
Highlands; neither Staten Island nor Long Island could pre- 
vent llio landing of Britaeh troops ; the poBseeeion of Long 
Ishtnd wuiild give the command of Manhattan T!Uun<t The 
colony of New York, guided by men of high ability, coomge, 
and punty, bad pursued a system of moderation, at first from 
a dcairu to avoid a revolution, if it could bo dooo wlthorit a 
Eurrendcr of AmciieaD rights; and, when that hope failed, 
"with the purpose of making it inauifeet to all that indepen- 
dence was adojiteJ from iiei«aaity. It was wise to delay the 
outbreak of bostilitios till warlike Btoros could be imported. 
Under a eort of truce the British mea-of-war were not fired 
upon ; and in return vesselH laden with provisions to purehaso 
powder in St. Eristatins went and carae without question. 

The declaration of Independence by the united colonioa 
was propnrcd in tho convictions of all Uiq American people. 
The many are more sagacioos, disinterested, and couragcons 
than the few. Laugiiago wa^ their creation; the science of 
otbicB, M the word impBee, is deduced from their consoienoe ; 
law itiself, as the greatest jurietts have perceived, is moulded 
by thoir nature ; tho poet imbodica in words their oracles 
and their litanies; tho phUoeophor draws ideal thongbt 
from tlie storehouse of their mind ; the national heart is tho 
bome of high, endnring deaigiis. The people, whose spirit far 
outran conventionfl and congreew*, had grown weary of atxo- 
phied inetitiitions. lusti'&il of continuing a fin]>erstitioua rev- 
erence for the sceptre and the throne, as tlie s^inboU of ordco", 
they yearned for a system resting directly od the eternal, nn- 
dumgeable rule of rtghL 

Eetd, among Soottiiih metaphysidaos, and Chatham, tlie 
foremost of British statcemen, hod discovered in ooboiqh BE»aa 
the criterion of morals ajid truth ; tho common sense of tht; 
people claimed ite right to Kit in judgment on the greateet 
qnestion ever raised in the political world. The people were 
more and more poaeeeaed with a silent, meditative feeling of 
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indejwndence. Their old affection for England remftined para- 
mount till the king's procLmiation declared them rebels. All 
the columcsy M though thej hud been but one individual, felt 
tibemselTea wonndod to tho ftoul wlica titcy heard ojid could no 
toDgcr doubt that Goorge III. was hiring foreign mercenarieej 
and domesticated negroes, and regiments of ratlileee red men 
to redace them to enbjcction. 

The new conviction demanded ntieranco ; and, ob the de- 
bates in congre«8 were secret, it had no outlet hut the ]ire«. 
In November, Fnuiklin encouraged Thomnjs Paine, who wia 
the master of a singnlarlj lucid Btyle, 1o write an appeal to the 
people of America in favor of an immediate declaration of in- 
de])en(tenoe. He watt at that time a little under forty yearn of 
age ; the eon of a Quaker of Norfolk in England, brought up 
in the faith of George Fox and Peon, ihe only school in Eng- 
land where lie could hare learned tJiu j)nuciplcB which he waft 
now to assert. He had been in America not much more than 
a yeai*; hut in that time he had frequeuted the eocicty of 
Fnnkliu, Ritte:iliou£c, Clymcr, and Sunmel Adams, llh cesay, 
when finished, was shown to Franklin, to Rittenhoose, to Sam- 
uel Adam^H. nnd to fienjunin Btisfa, and Rash gave it the title 
of CouMOH Sense. 

"In the early ages of the world," so it was reasoned, 
''mankuid were equals; the heathen introdaoed goveniment 
by kings, which the will of the Almighty, as declared by Gid- 
eon and the prophet Samuel, exj^resgly disapproved. Heredi- 
tary succession might put posterity under the government of a 
rogue or a fool. England hath known some few good mon- 
archfl, but groaned heneath a much larger number of liad ones 
since the conquest, in which time tliere have been no leas tlian 
eight civil wars and nineteen rebellions. In short, monarchy 
and SQCceaaioQ have laid not thid kingdom only, hut the world, 
in blood and ashes. 

** The period of debate on the struggle between England 
and America tit closed. Arms must decide the contest; thfi 
appeal was the choice of the king, and the continent hath ac- 
cepted the chaltengo. 

" The smi uovor shone on a cause of greater worth. 'Tis 
not the a0nJr of a city, a county, a province, or a kingdoiD| 
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but of a continoQt, of at least one oigbtli part of tfao Habitable 
globe. 'Tifi not the concern of a day, a jear, or an age ; po^ 
terity arc involved in it, even to the end of time. 

"Europe, and not England, is the parent country of Amer- 
iea : this new world hath been the a&yhmi for the persecuted 
lovere of civil and reiigioiis libcrtif from every part of Europe ; 
we claim brotherhood ■with every European Christian, and tri- 
ninpb in the generosity of the eentiment. 

"Much hath been eaid that Britain and the oolonie«» in 
conjunction, might bid defiance to the world. 'Wlut have we 
to do \pith sotting the world at defiance i Our plan is com- 
merce ; and that will eecnre us the friendship of all Europe. 
It is tbo true interest of America to steer clear of Eoropeaa 
eoDteDtJr)n&, which she never can do while by her dependence 
on Britain Ahe is the makeweight iii tlie scale of Britiiih politics. 

"The die^nce at which the Almighty hatli placed England 
and America is a strong and natural proof that the authori^ 
of tlic one over the other was never the design, of heaven. 
They belong to different systems — England to Enrope, Amer- 
ica to itself. Eveiytiiing abort of independence ie leaving the 
sword to our children, 

^ Nothing but a continental form of government can keep 
the peace of the oontinont inviolate from civil wars. The eolo- 
nloa bflvc manifested euch a spirit of good order and obedir 
eoee to continental government as ie siitKcient to make cveiy 
reoBonablH peraon easy and happy on that bead ; if tliere is any 
true cause of fear resi»ecting independence, it is beeaoiw no pUm 
is yet laid down. t«t a eontiueutal confereuoo be held, to 
frame a continental eh.irter, or charter of the United Colonies. 

"All men, whether in ICngland or America, confess that a 
aeparatiou Iwtween the coantriea will take pUoe ona time or 
other. To lind ont the very time, we need not go far, for tlto 
time hath found ns. The present, likewise, b that peculiar 
time which never happens to a nation but once — the time of 
forming itself into a government. 

" Nothing can eettle our affaire ro ezjieditiouflly as an open 
ud determined declaration for independence. While we pro- 
fees ourselves the subjects of Britain, we mn«t, in the eyes of 
foreign nations, be oonddered as rebels. A mantfeeto pub- 
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liahed nnd de^tchod to foreign eoartB, setting forth tbe mis- 
eries wo have ondorcd and declaring that we had heeii driven 
to the nMe^eity of hreaking off all uonnection uitli her, at the 
Bame time assuring all snch oonrts of onr deeire of entering 
into trade with them, would produce more good effects to this 
continent than a ship freighted with jjetitlons to Britain. 

" A govcniracnt of our own Is oiir iiahiral right. Ye that 
love mankind, stand forth 1 Every e]>ot of the Old 'World ia 
overran with oppression ; Freedom hath been hunted n)iind the 
globe ; Europe r^tirda her like a Btraugcr, und England liath 
gJTca her warning to depart ; oh, receive the fugitive, and pre- 
pare an asyloni for mankind 1 " 

Tlie pamphlet " C'limmon Sense " was pnhliflhod on the 
eighth of Jannary, most opportimely, for on that day the 
king's speech at the opening of ]>arlianient arrived. Wlion 
"WTasliington eauie to read tlie king*^ f|ie«ch, he let it lie known 
that in his opinion independence should be declared. Greene 
wrote to hi» friend Ward, a delegate from Rhode Island in con- 
grCBs : " Permit mc, from the sincerity of my lieart, ready nt all 
times to bleed in my country's eanse, to Tecommend a deckrft* 
tion of independence, and call npon the world and the great 
God who governs it to witness the ncceeftity, propriety, and 
rectitude thereof.*' John Adams, who had been elected chief 
justice in Massachusetts, was then at home. Scorning the 
threete of the king, ho gave hie advice to the New England 
colonies to pereevere in the war to the end, even if no other 
colony tk-ui New York would join with tiiem. 

But. in America the formation of new governments was 
like passing tlirough death to life. The convention of ^ew 
Hampshire, wliieh was the first to fi-ame a government of Hm 
own, disavowed the intention of eeparating from the parent 
country, and merged the executive power in the two branches 
of tlic legislature only during "the nunatoral" contest with 
Great Britain. The legislature of !tfar>'land voted unhoHtat- 
ingly to pQt the province in a state of defence, but on the 
olcventh of >Timuar3- Iwre their testimony to the eqnity of the 
Englifh constitntion, and forbade their delegates in congroas to 
assent to any propoeition for independence, foreign nlliane«^ or 
confederation. 
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" The ijmut t " auid the impatient Samuel Aftams, as he 
read the proceedings at tlic latci ojwning of pawliaiuent; "his 
speeoli breutbca the most maleToIent spirit, and detunninea 
my opinion of its author as a man of a wicked heart. I haro 
heard that he is his own miniet«r ; why, then, ehmild we case 
the odium of dietretiaiiij; moukiud uptin his tuiuiunef Gailt 
must lie at his door ; divine vengeance wilt fall on his head ; " 
and, with the wd of "Wythe of Virginia, the patriot eet v^ 
oroosly to work to bring on a confederatiou and itidepend- 
eace. 

On the day after the publication of " Common Sense," Wfl. 
Bon came to congress with the king's speech in his liand ; and, 
quoting from it the worchi which duirgcd the colonists with 
uioiug at a separation, he moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee to explain t» their constituents and to tho world the 
princlplctt and grounds of their oppoaition, and their present 
intentions respecting independence. He waa strongly sup- 
ported. On the other hand, Samuel Adams insisted that con- 
gress had aln^y been explicit enough, and roUiod the bolder 
members, in the hope to defeat the proposal; but, in the abeence 
of John Adamii,evun \m colteagnett, Cushing and Paine, sided 
with AVibou, and the vote of Maasachiifietta formed a part of hifi. 
majority. VThen Cushing's constituents heard of his water- 
ing, they elected Elbrijge Cierry in his place ; at the moment^ 
Bamue! Adams repaired to Franklin, In a free conveisation, 
these two great sons of Jkatoii agreed that confederation must 
be sjiecdily bmnglit on, eyen though the concurrence of eveiy 
colony could not be obt^ned. " If none of the rtst will join," 
said Samuel Adams to Franldin, " I will endeavor to unite the 
Now England colonics in confederating.'' " 1 approve yoor 
propoeal," said Franklin ; " and, if yon auoceed, I will cast in 
my lot among you." 

On the sixteenth, Franklin, who be«t knew the folly of 
expecting peace tlirough British commissioners, endeavored to 
get a day tixod for tho comtideratinn of his plaA of a confod- 
exaej ; bat be was opposed by Iloopor, who, ooutrary to hia 
own wieheH. obeyed the instructions of North Carolina, and 
the majority vaa against Eiim. The inexorable malice of the 
Idng lod his officera could alone impel the thirteen colonies to 
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a united assertion of iDdependcoce. It eoon left no option to 
the oldest lutd largt^t and most popnlone of tlicm all. 

DriTon from the land of '\''irgima, Dumnore uuuDtaincd 
oommand of the wnter by means of a flotilla composed of three 
veeeels-of-war, canying altogether fifty-four guns, aided by 
ahips, lig^ht veeeels, aud tenders Hie first outrage vms on the 
press. Finding fault ^tli the newspaper pubUsbed bv John 
Holt at Norfolk, he Kent on shore a gmall party, who brought 
off two piiuters and the materials of a prLnting>offlce. 

A few nionthe later this precedent waa followed in New 
Tork. Iitaac Seani, entering the city with a party of mounted 
_¥olniiteers from Connecticut, rifled the printing-house of the 
Rirington ; but the act wae censured by the committee and 
oODrcutioQ of New York as an infringement of the liberty of 
the prees, and a dauj^rons example to their enemiee. 

In Virginia the war began with the defence of Hampton, 
a Email village at the end of the iethmuE betwocn Tork aud 
Jamefi rivers. An armed sloop, driven on its shore in a gale, 
bad lieen rifled and set on tire. Dunmore bloukaded the port. 
Its inhabitants summoned to their ud one company of the 
Virginia regulara and another of minute-mpn, beeidea a body 
of militia. On the twenty-sixth of Oetobcr, DunmoFosent ton- 
decs into Hampton Roads to bum the town. The guard 
marched out to rq>el them, and George Nicholas, who com- 
manded the N'irginians, discharged hie musket at one of the 
tenden. It was the first gun fired in Virginia against the 
British; his example was followed by his party. The British 
OD that day vainly attempted to land. In the following night 
tlie Culjwpper riflemen were despatched to Hampton. The 
next day the British renewed the attack; the fire of the rifle- 
men killed a few and woimded more. One of the tenders was 
token, with its armament and seven seamen ; the rest were 
towed ont of the creek. The Virginians lost not a man. 

In Knglaiid, Dunmore had been taken at his word, and Lord 
Dartmoutb liad enjoined* him, with the regulars whom he 
vas anthorized to eond for, and " the men whom he had said 
he could rzim from among Indians, negroea, aiid other per- 
sons," to bring together ''at least force enough to withstand 

* DulAOuth l« Dumaora, IS Jul; 1T7S. IIS. 
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attaoka, if cot to reduce the coIodj to obedience.** He ac- 
cordingly mised the king's dag, proclaimed tnartial law, re- 
quired every pereon capable of bearing arms to resort to Ids 
etajidard under penalty of forfeiture of life and property, aod 
declared freodom to " all indented aerveuta, uegrues or otbera, 
appertaining to rebels,^ if tbey woidd --join for the reducing 
the colony to a proper sense of ita duty." "I bop^'* said ha, 
'^it will oblige tho rebck to disperae to tako care of their fami- 
lies and proper^." Tho men to whose paesiocs be appealed 
were either eonricta, bound to labor in expiation of misdccdfi, 
or Africans, atmie of them fnwlily iniportud. Tbey fomied the 
majority of the population on tide-water, and on the lonely 
plantatioDS dwelt in clostera aronnd the homes of their owners. 
Dunmure fm-tber eent for the small detachmtfut of regnlais 
stationed in Ullnuiu and the Nortb-wuiit ; authorized John Con- 
nolly to raise a regiment in the backwoods of Virginia and 
Pennsylvania ; cooimieeioncd Mackee, a deputy superintendent, 
to raise one uf ncstt^ro Buvag(;B ; and directed them all to march 
to Alesandria. For himself he undertook to " raise one regi- 
ment of white people, to be called tbe Quocn'e Own Loyal 
Tirginia ; the other of negroes, to be called Lord Ihmmore's 
Kthiopinu." 

Connolly was arrested in Horyland in November, and the 
movemeutd at the AVust were prevented. Tbe gent-nil c<m- 
gres» promptly iuvitt-d Virginia to institute a govenmicnt of 
her own. A thrill of indignation cfhcod all differoncoe of 
party. 'Wilham Campbell and Gibson stood nndy to marcli 
from Fincastle and Wet>t Angiista witli rifle companies of " as 
fine men as ever were seen." In the valley of tlie Blue Ridga 
tbe congregations of Germana, c|uiekcnod by the preaching of 
Uoblenberg, were eager to take ap arms. 

Tbe Virginians could plead, and did plead, that "their 
aaecmblios had repeatedly attempted to prevent tlio horrid 
tralhc in slaves, and liad been frustrated by the cruelty and 
oovetousneas of English merchants, who prevailed on the king 
to repeal their nierdful act«." Had Donmore been undisjiutcd 
master of tlie country when be attempted to enroll the negroes, 
a aocitd revolution miglit have ensued. An appeal to them 
firom a fugitive governor could leave no permanent trace. 
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Norfolk, almoft entirely deserted by native yirg;LnianB, 
beoame tlie refuge of the factors of Glasgovr merchants, who 
were imbodicd as its loyal mitid*. 

The committee of safety at Williamsburg, informed of 
diese traiLsactiauA, sent a regiment and about two Iiuiidred 
minnte-Dien, under tlie commaud of Colonel Woodford, to de- 
fend the inhabitants of the low country. With the minate- 
meu, John UarsLall, afterward chief justice of the United 
States, served as a Ueutonant. Tlicy canie dowrn on tlic south 
side of the Elizabeth river, Infonued of their approach, Dun- 
more, collecting rolontecrs and n-hat regular troops ho could 
muster, took a wcll-chosen position on the north side of tfao 
Great Bridge, on a piece of finn ground aoceseibl© only by a 
long cauEuway ovi^r a marsh. The Yii^niaiis threw up a 
Iweastwork at tfao south end of the samo causeway. After 
some delay, Dumiiora was bo raeh as to li&k an attempt to sor- 
prlM them. On the eighth of Decumber, after dark, he sent 
about two humlrcd rcgularp, composed of all tliat had arrived 
of the fourteeuth regiment, and of officers, Niilor^ and gun* 
neis from the ahipe, luixed with townsmen of Norfolk. After 
the break of <lay and before snnriiie, Leslie planted two field- 
pieces between the bridge and the causeway, and gave ordera 
for the attack ; bat, at the first diecharge of the caiuion, the 
bravest of the Vlrginiasfl rushed to the trenchee. The advance 
party of regulars, about one hundred and twenty in number, 
led by Fordyco, a captain in the fourteenth, wore met on the 
causeway by a well-directed fire; while Stevens, with a party 
of the Culpepper miuute-meii, ^lust^d on on eminence iiliout a 
hundred yards to the left, took them in dank. They wavered ; 
Fordyce, with a courage which waa the adniiration of all be- 
luddiera, rallied tlii^m and led them on, till, struck uitli many 
ride-balb, he fell dead within a few steps of the breastwork. 
The regulars then retreated, after a struggle of about fourteen 
minutea, losing over sixty iu killed and wouudcd. Fordyoe was 
buried by the Virginians witli tlic honora due to his galhintry. 

In the following night Leslie abandoned the fort and re- 
treated to Norfolk. Kothing could exceed the countc-ruation 
of its Scotch inhabitants : rich factors, with their wives and 
children, leaving their large property behind in midwinter. 
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crowdad on board ships, eciuitil^ provided ^tli even tlie necce* 
asjim of life. Poor pooplo and nmawftj- negroes were hnddted 
together, witliout comfort or eveu pure air. 

On the fourteenth, Robert Howe, from North Carolina, 
UBUmed the command and took possesttion of Norf<.>1k. Just 
one week later the LircriJOol abip^f-war aod the brig Maria 
were piloted into the harbor. They brought the three tlum- 
eand ^taud of arm^ with which Dnnmore bad promised to aor 
body iicgroco and Indiana euough to reduce VirginuL Mar- 
tin of Sorih, Carolina obtained a third part of them. 

The governor sent a dag of trace on shore to inquire if he 
ftnd the fioct might be supplied with freeh pmvisionii, and vaa 
answerod in the negative. Showing his instructions to Bolew, 
the captain of the Liverpool, tho two concurred in opinioo 
tliat Norfolk was " a town in actual rebellion, aooessible to the 
king^s ships ;^' and they prepared to carrjr oat the king's in- 
Btractiojis for such *' a case." 

On New Year's day, 1776, the Klngfislier wan ntatioDed 
at Uie upper end of Norfolk; a little below her the Otter; 
Dolcw, in tlio IJTcrpool, anchored noir the middle of the 
town ; and next him lay Ounmore ; the reet of the fleet vaa 
moored in the liarbor. Between three and four in the after- 
noon a auToro Hrc was b<^m from about sixty piccoii of can- 
non. When night was coming on, Duumoro ordm-ed out sev- 
eral boats to bum warehooeee on the whar&, and hailed to 
Belew to set firo to a largo brig which lay in th^ dock. Tba 
veaeels of tlic fleet emulated each other in seoding boats on 
atioro to spread the flamee nJong the river; and, as the build- 
ings wer« chiefly of pine wood, the oonflagration, driven by the 
wind, spread with amazing rapidity. Mothers with little ones 
in thtiir anuM wuru netm by the glare, nmning to got ont of 
the range of cannon-baUs. Several times tlie Britiah attempted 
to land with ai-UUery, but were driven back. The cannonade, 
with bat OQC abort puiue, was kept up till two the next morn- 
ing. The flames raged for three days, till four fifths of tbe 
honsca were reduced to aehos and hcnps of nmm. 

In thi« maimer tito royal governor buniod the best ^ff the 
towns in England's oldest and most loyal colonj, to which 
Elizabeth had given a name, Kalcigh devoted his fortune, and 
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Sliakespeare and Bacon aiid Herbert foreshndowed ^catncsp ; 
a colonj whoiK people tiad estabUslied the tutional cliurcb, and 
were proud tliat their ancestors, in the day of the BritiKh com- 
mocn-ealth, bad been faithful to tJiC line of kingH. 

" I hope," eaid Washington, tuj lie learned the fate of tha 
rioh emporium of ^'irgiItia, '* I hope this and the thit^atuned 
derastation of other places will unite the whole country in 
ouo indifisolnble band against a nation which ecoms lost to 
every sense of virtue, and those fccliDgs which distingiiiah a 
civilized people from the most barbaroas savages." When 
the VirgiQia convention, which bad been in session from the 
first of December, beard of the boming of Norfolk, the two 
regpononis already in service were increased, aud mwrn more 
were ordered to be raised. Of one of these Hugh Meroer was 
elected colonel; tlie command of another was given to the 
Lutheran minister, Peter Muhlenberg, who left the pulpit to 
fonu out of Ilia several eongn^tion^ one of the most perfect 
battaliouK ill tlie anny, 

The demand of a world-wide commerce broke forth from 
Yii^ia. On motion of Arcliibald O&17, her convention, on 
the twentieth of January 17T<>, iuetmcted hor delcf^tes in 
£ivor of opening Che ports of the colonies to all persons willing 
totnido with them, Groat Britain, In^land, and the British AV est 
Indies excepted. That thit) recommendation (should liave been 
left, after ten montlis of war, to bo projKwed by a pi-ovincial 
ocmTentioD, is. another evidence of tbo all but invincible attach- 
ment of the colonies to England. The progress of the war 
brought to America independence in all but the name ; she 
bad her treasury, her army, the rudiments of a navy, incipient 
foreign reUdons, and a atiinug after free trade witli the world. 
Sho must Im Rjlf-dopondeot, whether ftho would be ko or not ; 
through do other way wonid the king allow her to hope for reet. 

In the army round Boeton, Washington for more than two 
months scarcely emerged from one difficulty boforo Iio waft 
plunged into another. His beet dependence for powder and 
flints, and in put for artillery, was on prizes made under the 
pine-tree flag by the brave llanly and otbere of New England- 
Tbo men who enlisted for the coming year were deaired to 
bring their own arms ; those wboee time expired were oom- 
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pelled tr> part with tlieire at a valuation ; for blankets the gen- 
er&l appealed to the families of Utivr England, askuig at Icut 
one from eacb bouaehold ; the nearer viUagce, in their town- 
meetings, encouraged the supply of wood to the camp by 
voting a bounty from the t^wn tpeasuriea. 

The enlistments for the new army went on slowly, for the 
New England men were disinclined to engagements which 
would take them far from home, on wages to be paid irr^^a- 
larly and tardily and in a constantly depreciating currency. 
For want of funds to answer the accounts of the commissai^ 
and (]uartermaster, the troopa were forced to submit to a n- 
daced allowance. 

Connecticut eoldiors, whose enlistment expired early in 
December, hastened home eo soon as they became free; but 
othcra of their colony wore ready to take Uieir places. At thft 
call of the colonial govomments, three thousand men from the 
militia of MautiaoUuBOtta and two tliouaaud from New Hamp- 
ahire had repaired to the camp with celerity, and choerfolly 
bravKil "tlie want of wood, barracka, and blankets." The forti- 
fications were extended to Leclimere's Point, and every possi- 
ble Ian (ling- pl«<!e for a Ballying jMUty from Boston was secured 
by intrenchraents. 

On the first day of Januarj' 17T6, the tri-colorod Ainrai- 
can banner, not yet apanglud witli utani, but ahov,-itig thirteen 
stripes of alternate red and white in the field, and the unitod 
red and wliite croeaes of Saint Geoi^ and Saint Andrew on 
a blue ground in the comer, wa« unfurled over the new con- 
tinental anny round Boston. 

On that day free negroes stood in the ranks by the aide 
of white men. The first general order of Ward had ro- 
^ quired a return, among other things, of "the complexion" 
of the soldiers; and black men, like othere,were retained in 
the service after the troops were adopted by the continent 
We have seen Edward Eutledge dofcotod in his attempt to 
compel their diacliarge; in October, the conference at the 
camp, with Franklin, rTarTiKon, and Lynch, Ihonght tt proper 
to excbide them from the new enlistment ; but Washington, 
at the crisis of his distress, finding that they were very much 
diieatiaBed at being discarded, rovcned ilic decision, and 
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aetced the ftppporal of congress. Tliat body appoiuted Wyllie, 
Samael Adams, and Wilson to deliberate on the question ; 
and, on tlic>ir report, it was decided '^that tlie free negroes, 
wbo had iwrved fiiitlifully in tlte iimiy at (.''umbridge might 
be rc-enlifited tbcreiD, but no olhere." Tbo right of &ee 
negroes to take part in the defence of the country haTing thus 
been {»Lrtially admittiKl Uy the Lighett power, the limitation 
was lost sight of, and they serred in the Ameiican armies 
during every period of the war. 

Tlio eulialmuufce for the army of "Washington were em- 
barraaiod by the want of funds ; he coitld neither pay off the 
oid arniy nor assure the punctual payment of the militia. In 
January nnj, he waa left with but about ten thousand dollars, 
and tliis small sum was hold as a reaervo. The Maaeacbosetts 
council was uuthoriztKl to tend him tifty tliuasand pounds; 
and it waa left to iMassachu^tts, n*ith tlic aid of Khodc Island, 
Connecticut, and New Hampehtro, to keep up the uumbera of 
the army while it remained on her soiL 

The troops befofe lioKton were a mixtnre of reoniits and 
tranaient militia, requiring a conatant renewal of elementary 
iniitnictioii. There wiw ii dearth of bayonet^i, a want of at 
least two thousand muskets; the arttllery was poor, and was 
chiefly a gathering from accidental souroes. There was no 
KiifTicicnt litorc of powdei* ; for memlicnf of congrvse, eager to 
give profitable occupation to ^ip-builders among Uieir con- 
stituenta reserved what little was obtained for the use of vea- 
scIk wliich couid not bo prepared for eca before more ample 
stores would arrive ; and Wa^iington, anxious as he was " to 
keep alx>ve water in the esteem of mankind,'* was compelled 
to owiceal his want from the public, from his friends, and even 
from most of liifl officers. 

At the moment when ho was left with not half so many 
servioeable troops as the army which he besieged, the chimney- 
conit^r heroes in oongroas, on the twenty-second of Deceioher 
1775, after a long and most serious debate "authorized liim to 
attacrk Boston, notwithstanding the town might thereby be do- 
stroyed," 

Repelliug tbo insinuation of iuactivity, lie auawerod the 
superior civil power: "It is not perhaps in the pagee of liia- 
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tory to famisb a ease Hke oura : to maiDtain a poet within 
mufiket-ehot of the enemy for six monllw together without 
powder, aod a,t the same time to disliaiid one army nod recruit 
another witliin that distance of twenty odd Uridali regiuitmts, 
ta more, prohably, than ever was attciopted." 

On the ninth of Febniary he wrote to the president of 
congress, in words of dignity and wisdom : " The purport of 
this letter will be directed to a single object. Through yoa 
I mean to lay it before congress, and at the same tiue that I 
b<^ thoir aerioua attention to the enbject, to aak pardon for 
intmding on opinion, not only unasked, but repn^aat to 
their reeolvea. The dieadyantagce attending tlio linnted en- 
listment of troops arc too apparent to those who are eye- 
witnesses of them to render aity animadveiiiionR nececsarf ; 
but to gentlemen at a distance whose attention is engrossed 
by a thousand important objtTts, the case may be otherwise. 
'tim cause jtrccipitatod the fate of the hravo ifontgomery 
and hronght on the defeat which followed. That we wera 
not at one time obliged to dispute these lines from the troope 
disbanding of tbemeelves before the militia could be got in, 
proven that General Howe waa either unacqnainted with oar 
atnatjnn or rcb-trainod by his inetniotions. Since the first of 
December we ncTcr have been able to act upon the offen- 
Bive, and at times were not in a condition to defend ; yet the 
coBt of marching home one eot of men and bringing in another 
amounts to near ax much bb the keeping np a reepoctable body 
of troops the whole time, ready for any emergency. To this 
may be added that you never can have a well-diHciplined anny. 
To make men welt acqoainted with the duties of a soldier, un- 
der proper rliscijilinc and suljordination. requinw time, and in 
tliis army, where there in so little distinction between the offi- 
oeiB and soldiers, reinires an nnoommon degree of attention. 
To expect the same service from raw recruit* as from vetcnn 
aoldicrs is to expoot what never did, ami pcrhapo Dover will, 
happen. Men familiarizod to danger meet it without shrink- 
ing ; troops unused to service apprehend danger where no dan- 
ger is. Men of a day's etanding grow carelou of their anns» 
ammunition, and camp nteusils, and lay ns under freah expenn 
for every fresh set To tbia may be added the seasoning wtiich 
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DOW recruits must hare to a cainp, and Uie lo&s comeqnent 
thereupon. "Witli all due deference, I toko the freedom to ^ve 
it as my opioioa tiiat, if congress bare any reason to believe 
that there will be oecanion for troops another year, and, oonee- 
qucntly, for another enlistment, thoy would eave money and 
Lave infinitely better troops if they were, even at a bounty of 
twenty, tliirty, or more dollars, to engage tneu for and during 
the wur. It will never do to let the matter alone, aa it wan last 
year, until tlie time of eervice was near expiring. The h&zard 
is too great, in the lii'st place; in the next, the trouble and 
pcri)lcxity of diahaiiding ouo army and nusiog another at the 
same instant and iu such a critical situation an thu lut was, are 
ficarcely in the power of words to describe, and 6uch aa no man 
who has experienced them once will ever undergo again. If 
congress should differ from mo, I beg that thoy will believe 
that I have nothing more in view than the public weal." 

The state of hiu army gave him many au imeatry hour whoa 
all around hJm were ^Tapped in sleep ; and he often considered 
how much happier would have been his lot if, inetead of ac- 
cepting the chief conunaDd^ he had takea his musket on hb 
flhonlder and entered the ranks. ** The means used to concval 
hifi weakne^ fixim the enemy concealed it also from his friends, 
and added to their wonder.'^ But the order of ccoigress was 
never out of liin mind ; and when in Febniary hin army vm 
reorg-ini^ed, and the shallow bay west of lioetou was frazGD 
over, he wua ready to lead a gcneriLl aiaauult on the town, had 
not the council of war utmost tinanimoQfily disapproved the 
proposal. As soon as he had in reserve one hnodred barrels of 
powder, he proceeded in his own way to break up the ** nest " 
of the IBritiidi. 

The army in that town eonsdsted of nearly eight thousand 
rank and file, beside ofilcers and the complements of the ahips* 
of-war. The young offioeni were full of ingenious devices to 
amuse the coomioa soldiers, and to relieve their own wearisome 
Iioora. The Old South mcetlug-Iiouse was turned into a riding- 
school; Faneuil Ilalt became a play-house, where the officoia 
appeared as actoia ; they even attempted balls and planned a 
ma^^uerade. The winter 'nits mUd; provisions arrive^l in 
abundance fi-om InJand and Eugbndf from Barlndoe and An- 
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tlgafc The time was wliiled awaj in oomforlablo quarters, 
wilhout a ilioiight of danger. 

To iilitiiin ht-avy ordnance, 'WaBhinglon, in November 1775, 
had dtsjKitebed Goueral Knox to Tieonderoga. In obedience 
to bia minute orders, forty-three cannon, among which one vrti 
of twenty-fonr ponnde and eleven of eighteen pounds, with 
mortars, lead, and flint*, were liulen u|>on fortv-two exceedingly 
BtToag slede and drawn by eighty yoke of oxen to Cambridge. 
TTitli a rommunity of thought and purpose and secrecy tbat 
made of the army one nitiid and one will, Washington prepared 
flrrt to take possession of Dorchester Hcigbta which wnuld 
give tlie command of a great part of J3oston, and next of ^^ook 
Hill iu iiutucdiato contiguity to tlic town. The time chosen 
for the erection of tlic works waa the cvc of the anniversary 
of " the Boston mufsacrc." The superintending engineer was 
Bnfus Putnam. The conncil of Moseacliusetts, at Washings 
ton's request, called in Bvc rcgimonta of miniitc-men froni the 
nearest towns, and ahnoet aa many more, well armed, came as 
\'i)lunteew. To divert tJie att«ntion of the British, a heaivy 
cannonade and bombardment of the town was kept ap during 
two nights. Soon after candle-Uglit on the fourth of M:irch 
the firing was renewed, and was rvtiinied with such zeal that 
a continued roar of cannon and mortars was heard till day- 
light. As it l)cganj everything was rvjiily. Every man km-w 
Lin plftue, ft:id the need of acting with celerity and silence. 
Eight himdred went in advance as a guard, one half of tbem 
toUng poet on the height ncan^t BcK^ton, ilio other at the 
eastemmoflt point, opposite the castle. They were followed 
by carte with intrenthiug tools, and by the working party of 
twelve hundred, under the command of ThomaA, an officer 
whose great merit on this occasion is the more to be re- 
membered from the Rliortncae of his career, The grotmd, for 
dghtoen inches deep, wim frozen too hard to jield earth read- 
ily for the defence* ; a train of more than three linndred carts, 
Mffilj' drawn by oxen over the fnizen inarslied, brought bun- 
<Jl«w of Ksrewed liay, to form a cover for Dorchester neck 
where it was exposed to a raktng fire, and an aniiizing (|uantity 
of gabions and fiiseines and chaiidcliere for the re<lonbtii. Tlw 
drivers, as they goadod on their cattle, sappressed their voices. 
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The temporatnre of the uiglit was most favorable for onUdoor 
work ; tlie Iuizej tliat denotes n softening of the air hung round 
tlie haifO of the ridge ; above, the moon, which that mominff 
had become full, was slunmg in cloudless lustre ; Imudreds of 
men toiled in stillness with an assiduity tliat knew nothing of 
fitigue; the teams were all !□ motion, maJdng tlioir tour, 
some three, some four times ; beneath, in the town, reposed 
tlio British gcueml witliout Hpcinu.! wutclifulncss or fear ; the 
crowd of ehipa in the harbor kopt tlieir wartohes unBuspicious 
of peril ; the iDhabttanta of J3oeton, emaciated, pining, and aa 
yet little cheered by hope, trembled lest their ovm houses 
Bbould be etruck; the people thut were left m the villages 
around, chiefly women and children, driven from their beda by 
the rsttlin^ of their windows, could watch from tlie Llll-tops 
the dight of every sliell, and anxiously waited for daybreak. 

At about throe in tho morning the iiret workiug jiarty 
was relieved. The toll was continued with fresh energy, eo 
that atrong rcdoubUi, secure againKt grape^hot and nmsket- 
ry, crowned each of the two liills ; an abattia, constructed 
of irccH felled in tho neighboring orchards, protected tho 
foot of the ridge ; the top was fairrouiided by barrels filled 
witli earth and stones, which, m the hillBides wore steep and 
bare of trees and bushes, were, in case of an attack, to be rolled 
down againet the assailing columns. At dawn, on the fiftli the 
batteries on both sides ceased to play, and a fearful quiet pre- 
Tkiled. Hove, w ho saw tho new intrcnchmcnte loom in im- 
poeing strength, reported that '' they most have been the em- 
ployment of at least twelve thousand men." Seme uf hifi offi- 
cers said : ** Perhaps there never wm so nsnch work done in so 
short a epace of time," and that their rising as at a word r&> 
called ti) them the intones in eaBteni r<mi&uce6 of the invisible 
agency of faiiy hands. '* If they retain possession of the 
heists,'* said Admiral Shuldham, " I cannot keep a »hip in 
the harbor." A oonncil of war saw no choice but to diiilodge 
the New England farmers. Had the British made a sally 
against the ptuty at Dorchester, the AmericanB had floating 
batteries aiul 1)oats ready ti> carry four thousand men into Bo»- 
ton. Howe put twenty-four hundred men under the command 
of Lord Percy to make the attack. When they were seen to 
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embark^ the Americans on the lieightH, expecting an iinmedlata 
conflict, kindled with joj. Waaliington uid : " iiemember, it 
)g the liftli of March, a day never to be forgotten; avenge the 
death of yonr brethren." But Percy took LiB tianeprnto no 
farthcrr tha.n the castle; io the afternoon a gale came up fronn 
tlie fiotitlt, and about midnight drove two or three veseela on 
ahoro; rain fell io torrents on the moming of the nxth; « 
movement agfunst the Amcriciui liikee most have ended in ihs 
min of the Britieh arlnj. A seocmd oocmcil of war advieed the 
imtant evacuation of Boston. 

There WHS no timo even to propoee a capitulation for the 
safety of the refugees, and the best that could be offerud diem 
was a passage in crowded transports from the cheruhfrd land 
of their nativity to tlio naked slinres of Novu Soulia. The 
British coafeaeod before the world their inability to protect 
their friends, who had risked everything in their cause. What 
trust could now be repoecd in tlioir promises 1 

On the eighth, Howe, through the selectmen of Boston, 
wished to come to an understanding with WoaUington that the 
town sliould be Bpared, provided he might leave it without 
molestation. The nnauthenticated proposal could meet with no 
reply from tlie American commandcr-in-ehief ; but, from want 
of ammunition, ho was obliged to use hia anillery sparingly, 
while Howe was hastening tiis emtiarkation. A cboeen Briti^ 
army, sent at the expense of more than a million pounds Bter- 
ling to correct revolted subjects and avert the anthori^ of die 
Britbh parliament, after being imprisoned for manv niontha 
in the ton'n they were to bare crushed, found no safetr hat in 
flight. 

In theee hours the minietiy had heard of the safety of 
Quclicc, and would not hearken to a doiilrt of «p<*dily cnuh- 
ing the rebellion. On the morning of the fourteenth of March, 
the British secrctanr of state listened to Tbayendanegea, otbeiv 
wise named Joseph Brant, a M<^wk, of the Wolf tribe, tbft 
chosen chief of tlic confederacy of the Six Nations, who spofco 
thus : '* Bnrther, wc hope to boo the*© bad children, the New 
England [lenple, chastised. The Inclinns linvc aJwnye boon 
ready to awist the king." And Gennnin replied; "Continoe 
to manifest attaduuent to the king, and be sure of his favor." 
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"Unconditional snbmission" was the watchword; and irlieii 
on tlie evening of the mine day the diike of Grafton attempted 
OBoe more, in the Loiusu of lords, to pload for uonciliationf 
Dartmouth approved sending over " a, sufficient force to awe 
the colouies into Babmission ; " Hillsborough would " listen to 
no accommodation ehort of the acknowledgment of the right 
of taxation and the gabmiesion of Maesachusctts to the law for 
altering its cliarter;^' aiid Maoffield, ridiculing the idea of 
Biispendtng hojitilitles, taugfae<l moderate coiinsela away. In 
the laying waste which -Kaa a part of the plan, Kew England 
wae to be spared the least 

The second night aftor this display in tltc British parlia- 
ment to restrain tliu ministry' had btxn defeated, Wnshingtoa 
gained poeseeeion of Kook lliLl^ and with it the power of open- 
ing Uie highway from lioxbury to Boston. At the appoaninoo 
of this work, the British anny and more than eleven liiindred 
Tcfngoos began their embarkation at four in the morning, and 
in lens than eix hours were put on board one himdrcd and 
twenty transports ; before ten they wgpo under way, and tbo 
«it)zeii3 of Boston, from every heiglit and every wliarf, eoolcl 
sec the fleet mU out of the harbor in a lino extending from 
the csHtle to Naiitanket road. 

The lives of Thacher and Mayhew and Dana and l^foli* 
neui and Qtiiocy and Gardner, of Warren and the martyrs of 
Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill, had not been in vain. 
The fliglit had been so precipitate that the Britieh general was 
obliged to remain Eevcral days in Xantaaket road, to ad juBt the 
fihip» for the vo)'age. Ue was etill within eight of the epiree 
of Boeiton, when a sliip-of-war from England haile^l him, and 
delivered him deapatclios applauding the reaaonfl which iie had 
given for not leaving Boston, and depreeatiBg Its evacuation. 

Troops from Roxbory moved into Boston; others from 
Cambridge oroesed in boats. Everywliere appeared marks of 
hurry in the flight of tlie British ; among other stores, they 
left lichind them two hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, of 
which ono half were serrioeable; twenty-fii-e hundred chal- 
droas of 8ea-tx)al ; twenty-five thousand busliels of wheat ; three 
tbouaand hnshela of barley and oats; one hundred and fifty 
horeea ; bedding and clothing for soldiera. British Ktorendiipfl, 
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ignorant 6( tlio rt-trcat, fiUcoos»lvidy entered the harbor with- 
out suspicion, &nd fell into the baii<Uof tlie Americans ; among 
them a ahip which, in addition to carbinee, beyoucte, giiQKnr- 
riogcs, nud ull eorts of toolfl oecossKry for artitleiy, hntl on board 
more thnn eovcn times as niHcli |»ow<ler an HVoBhliigtOD's whole 
stock when hie last niovemont waa hegtm. 

On tJte next day TTaslnngton ordered fire of \m best rogi- 
mentB to march under Ile-itli to New York. On tlie twenti- 
eth the main body of the aniiy made ita eiitrj' inro BoetOD. 
Except oni-* metting-lionse and a few wooden buildings which 
bad bc^cn iisud for fuel, tlic hoiucs were left in a good condi* 
tiou. AVben, two days later, tlio reitrictioiui on interconwa 
with tbe town were removed and the exilee and their friends 
streamed in, all hearts were touched at "witneaong the tender 
intciriewB and fond embraces of those who had been long sepa- 
ratod." For WasliJiigton, crowded welcomes and words of 
gratitude bung on the faltering tongues of the Uberaled inhabi- 
tants; the selectmen of Boston oddn^ecd him in their name: 
" Next to (be Divine Power, wo ascribe to yom* wisdom that 
this acquisition has boon made willi eo little effusion of human 
blood ;" and in luply he paid a just tribute to their fortitude. 

"When the qniet of a weclt had revived ancient nrngcs, 
Washington attended the Thursday leetore, which had been 
kept op from the days of Wintbrop and "Wibion, and all re- 
joiced with exceeding joy at seeing this New England Zion 
once more a qniet habitation; tbey called it "a tabernacle of 
which not one of tlie stakes sliould ever be removed, nor one 
of the cords be broken." The Puritan anccfitiy of Mafisachu- 
setts seemed holding oat their hands to blcfis the deliverer of 
their children. 

On the twenty-ninth the txvo branches of the legislature 
addrei^e^l him jointly, dwelling on the reeiieet he had ever 
sliown to their civil constitution, as well as on his rttgiird for 
the lives and bcalch of all tmdcr his command. " Go on," said 
they, " still go on, approved by heaven, revered by all good 
men, and dreaded by tyrants; may future generations, in the 
peaceful enjoyment of that fn^edom which yonr sword shall 
hare eetabUsbL-d, raise tbe most lasting monmnent^ to the name 
of 'Washington.'* And in his anen-er ho renewed his pledges 
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of "a regard to cvta-y provincial institution." When tie eon- 
tinentiil congrosB, on the motion of John Adums, voted him 
tbanka and a commemorative medal of gold, he modestly trans- 
ferred tlieir praisefl to the men of his commiuid, saying : " They 
were, indeed, at first, a bond of undisciplined hitebandmcn ; bat 
it i^ under God, to their bravery and attention to duty that I 
am indebted for that siiccesft which lias procnred oie tho only 
reward I wish to receive, the affection and esteem of my coun- 
trymen." 

And never was bo great a result obtained at bo small a cost 
of hiimuii life. The putting the British army to flight was the 
first decisive victory of tbe indnetrioitB middling cl^ over the 
most powerful repreeentative of the mediffival aristocracy, and 
the whole number of New Euglunc) men killed in the eiege of 
Boston after Washington took the command was Ices thaa 
twenty; the liberation of New England cost leee than two 
bandn.-d lives in battle, and the triumphant general ae he 
looked around enjoyed the (terenest delight, for be saw no 
niournem among thow! who greeted his entry. 

The men who so thoroughly represented tho people of the 
oivilixed world had bIiowii patience as wall as fnrtitude. How 
long tiiey waited, and, wlicu the right moment came, how 
bravely they rose I How magnanimously they responded to 
the itiwanl voice wliieh Imils them clnim freedom u a birth- 
right, and dread an acquiescence in its loes as a violation of the 
peace of the soul I 

For New England the dependence on England wa» at an 
end. The next general afieembly that met in KLede Island, on 
the fourth day of May diacbarged the inhabitante of that colo- 
ny from allegiance to tho Icing of Great Britain by the mumi- 
mous vote of the upper hotise, and in the bouse of deputies, 
where sis^ were present, with but eis difisentient voices. 
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CHAPTER XXI, 



A0T8 Of DIDETCHDEKCE. 



Febbuaet-Apbil 1776. 

On the ninth day of Jt'ebrwu^ JuUu Adams had reeuincd hie 
ee&t in congress, with SIbridge Gerry for a collengue, and with 
instnictioiiij from Uis eoiigtittioiits to eetablisb liberty iu Amcov 
iea upon a [wnusnent 1)!i£ls. lie waa in the happit^t mood 
of iniiid, for the independence of his country Reemed to lum 
so bound up with the welfare of maokiml that Provideoce 
could not milder iin defeat. 

Looking into himBelf , be saw weakneeisea enoagh^ but neither 
meaimem nor dishonesty nor timidity. OTemeening self- 
esteem wa« his cliict' blL-initJi. Ilaring more learning than 
"Wa«hingtoD, better knowledge of freedom as grounded in law 
than 8aiuuL'I Aduiim, cleani-r iu^iffht into the coDatructire elo- 
ments of goremment than Franklin, mora rcadiuosfi m de- 
bate than JefEereon, he could «tudly fancy himself the greatest 
of thorn alL He was capable of thinking hinuotf tho centre of 
any circle to which be had been do more than a tangent ; and 
in age Tanity sometimes bewildered iiift memory ; but it ^d 
not impair the integrity of hi» conduct. Ho was humane luid 
frank, generous and clement; if ho eoidd never eit placidly 
under the shade of a greater reputation than his own, his enry 
had haixlly a tinge of malignity. He went to hii* t-uk. stnrdy 
and cheery and brave ; he was tbe luuiuner and not the anvil, 
and it was for others to shrink from bis blows. His courage 
was unflinching in debate, and eTorywhcre else ; ho never 
knew what fear was. To liis latest old sge he saw ten times 
as much pleasure as pain in tho world, and was ready to begin 
life anew and fight its battle over again. 
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In liis youtli ho fell among skeptics, read Bo1ingbroke*s 
worlu five ttmes tliroiigh, and eittoenied himself a profound 
metaplijsiciait, bnt be had onl_r skimmed the speculations of 
others ; though at first destined to bo a minittter, lie became a 
rubcl to CalWuistu, and iicrcr had any tixod religions creed. 
For all that, Iio vbr a stanch man of New England, and \m 
fond partiality to its people, its institutions, its socia] condi- 
tion, and its laws, followed him into conj!7«BB and its commit- 
tees, tinctured his judgment, and clinched his prepop^essione ; 
but the elements in Xew England that lie loved most wcro 
tboeo which were eminently friendly to tmiveisol culture and 
rapnhlican c<]^nalit}-. Son of a small freeholder, bsnt on mak- 
ing his way in the world, at twenty yeais old lieginning to earn 
his own bread, pinched and starved m master of a "stingy" 
oonntiy Eohool, he formed early habits of order and frugality, 
and steadily advanced to fortune; but there was nothing nig- 
gardly in liis thrift, and his ninde«t Iraspitality vms prompt and 
hearty. He loved hmnage, and to thoee who flattered hira be 
gave his confidence freely, and often tmwiaely ; and, while he 
watched the general movement of afEaire with comprehenrivo 
sagacity, he was never a calm observer of individual men. Of 
the choleric temperament and of a large and compact frame, 
he woe si&gtilarly ecnBitive ; cotild break out into uncontrollable 
nige, and never learned to rule Iiis own spirit ; but hie auger 
did not BO niiicb drive him to do wrong as to do right ungrt- 
ciously. ^o man was less fitted to gain hig end by arte of in- 
diKction ; he knew not how to intrigue, was indiecreelly talka- 
tive, and almost thonght alond ; hi» ways of oourtirig irapport 
were nneonth, so that he made few friends except by his 
weight of character and int^ity ; and he was unapt as the 
leader of a party, 

Ilating intolerance in all its forms, loving civil liberty ae 
the glory of man and the best eridence and the best reenlt of 
civilization, he, of all in oongrcM, waa incomparable as a dog- 
matiat ; essentially right-minded ; loving to teach with authori- 
ty; pi-esedng onward nuapoiinglj with his argtimenC; impa- 
tient of contradiction ; mie<piallcd. as a podtive ebampion of 
thf right ; compelled to utter ]m convictionB fearlttsly by an 
Inborn enei^ which forbade his acting otberwisa He was 



S34 



AMERICA ARMS FOR SELF-DEFENCE. ». OL ; ca. xxi. 



now too much in etuneot and too much engaged by tlie great- 
nesB of IiU work, to think of Limself ; loo anxiously (ieairing 
ud to dbpanige those who gave it. In the fervor of his ao 
tivjty, bis faults disapjxsaivd. His intellect aud public Bptrit, 
all tlie Dohleat parts of his nature, w«ro called iuto tlie fnlleet 
exerciae. Combimng, more tlian any other, far-eigbtcdntsusand 
fixedness of belief with courage and power of atterance, he was 
looked up to ru the ablest dchoitcr io cougreaa. He was redan^ 
dant in words and cumulative in argumout ; but his warmth 
and sincerity kopt him from the affectations of a pedant or a 
rhetorician. Forbearance wan no longer in aeason; the ino- 
preeeiblo talent of pereevering, peremptory asBertiou was want- 
ed ; the more bo was hurried along bj his own reliemeiit wiD, 
the better; now hia couutry, huuianity, the age, the hour^ de- 
manded diat tin: right KltiMiId Ih: K[N)kt:u out. His sagacity roae 
with the approach of danger, and he dared to inijuire after the 
system of penuanuut govcmmeut best suited to the colonics. 
Ue looked for the ceeontiul olcmeiitii of govcnmieiit buluud its 
forms. He studied the principles of the Britit^b conatittttioa 
□ot merely in tlio history of EngUmd, but as ptmficd and n- 
produced in the govonmients of New England, and as analyzed 
and rcflectod in the writings of Alonteeqiiieu. "A l<^latire, 
an cxocDtivo, and a jn<^cittl power comprehended the whole 
of what ho meant and understood by government ; " and, as 
the only socrot to be discovered was bow to derive tlie^e powora 
directly from the people, he persuaded hiroself, and wbjS fast 
pereuading others, that, by the aid of a convention,' "a eiugle 
month was sufficient, without the least convidsion ur even ani* 
mouty, to accomplisli a total revolution in the government of 
a colony." lib warmth and positiveneea liad not the air of 
pasaiou, but appeeu^d, as it mis, tliu clear perception of hia 
tuek. When, in tho life of a elateeman, were dx months of 
more importance to the race than theae six months in the 
career of John Adams i 

On resuming his seat, he found a leas able delegation from 
South Carolina, In zeal and deddon Chase of Uarj-land kept 
alwaj-B ahead of his frienda. That province had wisliod to pro- 
■ervQ its propriotarj' gystom, but only so far m was confiibtent 
with tho unwavering roeolution to resist to the last the usurpa- 
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tione of parliament The memlwrs of congress listeuod wiUi 
impatience to Wilson when, on the thirteenth of Fijhruary, 
froui his committee appointed tlie day after tliu publlciitjon of 
" Common Sense,'' he preecutcd a long dmft of an addrces to 
their conHtitucnts, in which thej were made to disclaim the 
idea of reuouQcing their alle^anCQ ; and its author, percuMTing 
that the niajoritr relished neither its etjlo nor its cooneel, al- 
lowed it to Bubside withoat a vote. 

On the sixteenth the great maaaure of eninwchidng 
Amerivau oumiiiarce vras serioiiftly considered. **Opcn yoiir 
portB," said a memlrer ; " ^our trade will then become of 80 
much coneetjneace tint foreignere will protect you." "In 
war," allied "ffihson, " trade should be carried on with greater 
Tigor tliaii ever, after the imuiner of the United Provinces in 

[their straggle against Spain. The merchants themselves must 

[judge of the risks. Our veeeekand our seamen arc ull alin>a,d, 
and, unlofiB wc open our ports, will not retam." Sherman 

Limhed first to Beoure a protective treaty n-ith a foreign power. 

(Hanuon eaid more explicitly : " Wc havo hubhled on under a 
fatal attacliment to Great Britain ; I felt that attaelmicnt as 
muoh ua any man, but I feel a atninger one to my otjuntrj'." 
George W^-tJie took the lead. A learned and able lawyer, he 
cultivated poetry and letten; ; not rich, he was above want ; in 
hi» h;il>it9 lie was as abstcmioUB ns an ascetic ; his mannent hnd 
the mirthfulness of innocence. Genial and loving, he blended 
gentlenesii with nnKwerving obedience to the ]aw of duty. 
From 1 774 his views coincided with those of Jeffernon ; and 
his arileea simplicity of eharucter, his legal erudition and 
Bcutcness, added jjcnniawon to his words : " It is too true our 
ships may t« taken ; bat we may authorize vessels txi arm, and 
we may give letters of marfjuo and rcprhfal. We may invite 
foreign powers to make trtAties of commerce with m ; Init, 
before this measnre is adopted, it is to be conddonxl in what 
character we shall treat As subjects of Great Britain I as 
rebels 1 No : we must declare ourselves a free people." "With 
this explanation he moved : " That the colonies have a right 

jto contract alliances with foreign powers.*' "Tliis is iniJe- 
iidcDcc," said an objector. The (jucstion whether the rcso* 
Intion fihoold be considered was adopted by seven colonies 
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af^nst five ; bnt the debate on opcniog tbc porta was prolonged 
tlirougb Kven weeks of be^tation. 

On tlia day of this disCDflsion tbe assemblj of Peimsyl- 
Tania formed a qaorom. It gtiU reqiiired of ite membcra 
the profcmoQ of allegianoo to King George; Prauklin bad 
ihereforu uevei taken bis seat aod now reeigoed It 

Wa«biiigton's advice to cnlbt soMIcre for Ibe war, and tbe 
Bolemnity with whicli it was enforced, arrested attention. 
Samuel Admm proposed to toko up the question of leogth* 
ening tho period of ouli^tuieuts. But opposition to a stand* 
ing army had long been the watchword of liberty ; tbo New 
EiigUud colonies bad from their heginiiing been dofcudad 
by their own militiii ; in the last French war, troops bad been 
called out only for the bcaboq. "Enlistment for a long p&- 
riod," eaid Sherman, " is a state of slavery ; a rotation of MT- 
vice in arms is favorable to litierty.^ ** I am in favor of the 
proposition to raise men for tho war," said John Adams; "but 
not to depend upon it, as men muet be averse to it, and tbe war 
may lant teu yean." England was eeudiug over veteran anrnes ; 
aud tbcy were to be met by soldiers engaged only for a year. 

The debate branched off into a diacussion on the pay of 
officers, rcsjicctiiig whicli the fnigal Btatostiien of the North 
differed from those of the South ; John Adama thought the 
democratic tendency of New England loss dangerous than Uu 
ariatocmtic tendency elsewhere. Danger hung yiaibly over 
every part of the country; on tbe twenty-Geventh the five 
middle colonies from Xew Toilc to Jklaryl&nd were coutitDted 
one militaiy department ; the four south of the Potomac, an- 
other ; and, on the first of March, alx new generals of brigade 
wero appointed. Tn the selection for Vii^nin there was diffl- 
onlty ; tbe prevailing opinion recalled Patrick Uenry to civU 
life; in the judgment of Wafihiugton, "Meroer would have 
supplied tlie place well;" but tbe choioe fell upon Andrew 
Lewis, who still suSerod from "tbe odium thrown upon bis 
conduct at Kanawha," where bo bad lingered in bis camp, 
while the officers and men whom be Mint forth, with fearleea 
gallantly and a terrible loaa of life, abed lustre over Virginia. 
In \cm than u year congreaa forced Lewia to resign, by pro- 
moting on inferior o£Boor over his bead. 
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To meet the expenses of the war, four milliotis of dollars 
in biUs woe orderod to bo Btnick ; wliicb, with six millions 
already issaed, would form a pap«r currency of Uoi milliona. 
A fen- da^-fi later a oouunittee of seren, including Dnnne and 
Bobert Morris, was appointed on the wzys and means of raising 
other supplies for ttie year ; but tliey never eo mncli as made a 
report. A like committee waa appomted, continued, and en- 
larged ; and their labors were cqiiulljr fniitlcaa. Coogrea had 
neither credit to Iwrrow nor power to tax. 

CoDgrese was about to send oonmiieeiooers to Canada, and 
their instructions, reported bv John Adama, "Wjthc, and Sher- 
man, contained this claugc : '■* Ton are to declare that it is our 
inclination that the people of Canada may set up such a form 
of government aa will I>e most likely in their jiidgmeitt to 
prodace their l)appinc«8." This inintation to the Canadians 
to form a government without any limitation of time waa, for 
three or four hours, resisted by Jay and others, on the ground 
that it " WM an independency ; " but the words were adopted. 

jilai'ly in tlie montJi congress received the act of parliament 
prohibiUng all trade with thotliirtccn colonic^ and oonSacating 
their ships and effects as if tliey were the ships and effects of 
open enemies. The lirat instinct was to retaliate ; and on the 
eighteenth, aft£r an able debate, priTatecre were authorized to 
cruise against ehipa and their cargoes, belong^ to any inliabi- 
tant of Great Britain, though not of Ireland or the Wc6t In- 
diea, by tlie vote of all Now England, New Tork, Virginia, 
and North Carolina, o^nt^t Peunsylvama and Maryland 

On the uiiiuteenUi, Wythe, witli Jay and Wilson, waa ap> 
pointed to prepare a preamble to the rcaolntions. TVythe 
found himself in a minority in the committee ; and wlien, on 
the twenty-second, he pr«iente<l their rejiort, he moved uu 
amendment, charging the Icing himftelf with their grievancea, 
inasmuch as he had " rejected their petitions with Ecom and 
contempt" This was new ground ; hitherto congress bad 
disclaimed the autliority of imrlianieiit, not allegiance to the 
crown. Jay, Wilson, and Jolirieon opposed the amendment, 
as severing the king from the thirteen colonies forever; it 
WM supported by Richard Henry Loo, who seconded it, by 
Cho^e, Sergeant of Kew Jersey, and Ilarrison. At the end 
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ol four hoant Karyland inturposcd and pat o& the deciaoD 
for & day ; but od Uic twcnty-tLini tlic Un^puge of Wythe vu 
accepted. 

"From thoir form of government aiid steady attucbroent 
heretofore to royalty,"' irrotc Waahington at this time of the 
VirgiuiaiiB, *' toy countrymen will come rolnctantly into ibe 
idea of independency; but time and persecution bring wonder- 
ful things to pass." The questidU of opening the ports, after 
having been for months tLa chief Bubject of deliberadoD, wm 
di8(!itsi<ed through nil tlie next fortnight One kind of traffic 
which the European maritime powers stiU encoimigcd was ab- 
Bolutety forbidden, not from political reasons merely, but from 
a conviction of its imrighteousneee and cmelty ; and, withont 
any limitation as to time or any rceervatiou of a veto to the 
respective colonies, it was resolved '* tliat no alares he imported 
into any of the thirteen united coloniea.'' The prohibition 
mode, moreover, a revolution in the st&to of the black ueo 
already in Ameriwi; from a body of laborers, perpetually re- 
craited fn)in IjariiaroiiB African triln*, tliey were transformed 
into an insulated cla^K, living in a state of domesticity', and 
reoeiving culture and employment from a sojwrior niccL It 
Wfts then hoped, efipecially in Virginia, that the total prohibi- 
tion of the slave-trade would, at no very distant day, be fol- 
hwed by nniversal emancipation. 

The Srst who Li known Ui have su^osted that negroee 
might bo emancipated, and a " public provision be made to 
traneijort tliem to Afiica, where they might jwrobebly Kve bet- 
ter than in any other eonntry," was Bamnel Hopkins of New- 
port, Rhode Island, a theologian, who taught that, ^ through 
divine interposition, &in is on advantage to tlie tmiverse;" a 
finn believer in the coming uf the miUoinium ; a theorist who 
held virtnc to require not merely disinterested love, t)ut a lore 
that is willing to make a Facri6ce of mU. Writing in a town 
whiub had grown rich by the fOave-tnule, he addressed a me- 
morial to the members of the body representiiig the Tnited 
States, *' entreating them to be the happy instruments ui pn> 
ouiing imd e(st»bti«liing univcraal liberty to white and black, 
to l»c tnmemitied down to the latest posterity." His argo- 
mont obtained no notice from the continental oungreaa 
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The slare-trada having been denicil to bo a legitiraate traf> 
£c and baring been branded as a crime a^inet hamanitj, on 
the Bixtli of April the tUirteon colonieg threw open their com- 
mcreo to all tJic world, "not subject to the king of Great 
Britftin." Tbo colonial Bjstcm was swept away from them for- 
ever, and the fiag of every nation invited to their harhore. 
On the twenty-eighth of Fohruary the oommittee of corro- 
epondenco of Philadelpliia. ngainet tlie wish of Joeepb licod 
their chairman, wisely resolved to call a convention of the 
l)eopIe. The proprietan- interest by the instinct of Belf-pnenep- 
vation repelled the thought of independence, complained tliat 
to 8n.re the charter of Alassacbaaetts they were called upon to 
eacrifice their own, and persuaded the committee of corrcapond- 
ence to eiupend 'tis call Dickinson urged upon every individ- 
ual aod Qverj body of men over whom he had any iufJuence 
th« oeceaaity of making terms of accommodation with Great 
Britain. Inglia, for a time rector of the Xow York Trinity 
church and afterward biahop of Nova Seotia, extolled him 
as ttte illiulriuiK defender uf the cooBtitutiou against the eiren 
form of independence. 

Robert Morris, an Englishman by birth and in part by 
education, a merdiant of va»t designs, epecuUtive, and inde- 
fatigable in pursuit of gain, had " no donbt that with union 
the colonics could at their pleasure choose between a reconcili* 
ation and total indopciulcncc;" but, if the libcrtiee of Amcr* 
ica could not otherwise bo sccared, lie wa« ready to renounce 
the conuectiuii with Great lintain and tight his way tJirongh. 

To moderate opposition, tho aeeembly, acting with the pro- 
prietary ^vemor, increased the popular repreeentadon by 
seventeen new members, of whom four were allowed to Phila- 
delphia; eonscntetl to nuiie tliree battalions; extended condi- 
tionally tho period of enlistment to the end of 1777 by the 
casting rote of ita ejieaker ; and ordered eighty-five tlioneand 
pounds to be struck in bills of credit. Then, on tlie sixth 
of April, after a long debate, the delegates for the province 
in congreaa were onoe more enjoined to dissent from and 
utttrrly reject any propostion tliat might load to a seinratJon 
from the mother coontry or a change of the proprietary gov- 
ernment. 
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Tliis w»s the result whicli Dickmson desired ; bat Rob^i 
UorriB asked, aneaaily : " If these conmuEatODers are to oume, 
-n-lmt dutiuDS Uicm t It is time we sboald bo on a certainty." 

Dimno of Kcw York, who, like Robert Morris, was pro- 
pored for extreme meaguree if the British propoeitioii ehould 
prove opproiuive or frivolous, *^ waited for the expected propo- 
ritions with painful anxiety." 

This waiting for eoiniuisei oners Samnel Adams tnated with 
Bcom. Early iu April \m words were: '^U oot America ol* 
ready independent i Wliy not, then, declare it I Because, say 
Bome. it will forever shut the door of reconciliation. But 
Britain will not be reconciled, except upon our abjectly mb- 
mitting to tyrajiuj, and asking' and reuciring pardon for r^- 
feting it. lias the king of Greet Britiun ever yet dificovered 
the least degree of that princely yirtue, clemency? It ie my 
opinion tha.1 bis heart ia more obdurate, find hi» disposition 
toward the pooplo of America more onrelentiug and malig- 
nant, than was that of Pharaoh toward the Israelite* in Kgypt 
No foreign power can consistently yield comfort to rebole, or 
enter into any kind of treaty with these colonies, titl thej de- 
clare themselves independent," 

On the twenty-ei^ihtb of the same month John Adanifl 
wrote to his wife : " We are hastening rajjidly to great events. 
Goverainciits will lj»! up evviywliero l»cf(»re midsummer, and 
an end to royal style, titles, and authority. May God in liis 
providence orermle the mighty revolution for ilio good of 
mankind." Yet Dickiwvni and otliers, among whom were 
William Livingeton of Kew Jersey and the elder Laurens of 
Soutli Carolina, wished to wait for an alliance with tlio king of 
France. 

The mariners of Marblehead re&doned better, learning Hm 
leeeon of duty from the impulse of patriotism and Iho neces- 
Bity of action. On the eeventeenth of May, James Mogford, 
a Marblehead searcapt&iu, in a continental cruiser of but fifty 
tons and four gone, captured and brought into Beaton Imrbor 
tlie BritUh ship Hope, which had on board fifteen hnndrod 
barrels of powder. This cargo made her the inert valuable 
prize tliat had been taken. Wlien, two dap later, he prcpund 
. to go out again^ he was attacked at Nantaaket by tliirteeiL boats 



17T«. 



ACTS OF UTOEPENDESOE. 



Ml 



from n British man-of-war. His assailants KufTered great loss 
and wen 1)eatea o£F, while no oue of the Americang was hurt 
except Mugford, who fought heroically, and waa morUitly 
wounded. 

Tlie eeeming attempt of the rainistry at conciliation, which 
had for its chief object Uie pacification of English opinioo. was 
suffered to drag aloug till the news that Howe bad been driven 
from Boston precipitated thoir coniuale. 

Tlie lettore-patcnt for the couimjfisionere, which were issued 
on the idxth of Afay, conferred power oo Lonj Howe and Ohd- 
ml Howe, the conmuuders-iD-cluef of tlie naval and land 
forces in America, jointly and eeverally, to grant pardoiiB to 
such aa ahoiild give early proofs of tlieir iducere abhorrence of 
their defection from loyalty, and should ituo for mercy. The 
two points in controverBV were tlie right of parliament to tax 
the colonies and its right to change their charters. Lord North 
used to My publicly that the right of tasatioo wa« abandoned ; 
Genmiu. always asecrted that it was not. Xorth was willing 
to Kfitore the charter of Massachusetts ; the l;iiig 'wisiied rather 
to reaoonec America. The instmctioDS to the coiumu<t>ioncre 
were founded iijion the resolution of the twentieth of Kehm- 
ary 1775, which the colonies had declared to be iiumfiicieQt. 
The parliamentary change in the charter of Mafisachagetts 
was to be enforced ; and aeorut instructions required that Con- 
necticut ockI Rhode Island sJuiuld be comjielled, if pondhle, 
to accept analogous changes. It was said by the authority of 
Lord Howe that he would not go to America unless he had 
[lowen tt> treat on terms of couciliutioa ; and he rt.t:]uircd and 
obtained pcrmiseiou to act alone ; bat, if hiK sincerity is left 
ammpeaehcd, it is at the expense of his repatation for discern- 
ment ; for the conuntsalon for restoring peace was a delusion. 
The ministers hod provided forces sufficient, as they firmly 
beliered, to beat down the iusarrection. Edmund Burko did 
not believe that the colonies, left to themselves, could offer 
any eftectivc rceistonco to the whole power of England and its 
allies. 

The friends of liberty in England had never been so de- 
sponding. Tlie budget for the year included on additionn] 
duty on newspapers, which Lord ^'orth regarded as " a speciea 
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of Inxiiry tliat ougbt to be taxed." Debate id the honse of 
commons brought no result ; Fox, who l)egaM to give evidwice 
of a g«nia] Ko^i^itT that sa,w berond parliamentary Btrife the 
reality of general priociplfSj Tuinly strnggled to keep up the 
ConragQ of his political fricuds. A mod abtj written pani* 
phlet by Richard Price, on " Ijlwrty," wlilch he dcBiied to be 
a gOYemment of laws made by common consent, won for its 
author tho freedom of the city of London, and was widely 
eircnlatcd through the kiogdom and the continent of Enrope, 
eepeoially (jlennany. ilis masterly plea- for Araorica was un- 
availing; but his tract gained pecnliar iuiportance from his 
applying to the rcprewntation of hw own ootmtry the princi- 
ple on which America juetiSed her reiti^taiice. " The time 
may come," said he, " when a general election in Britain ptUI 
be nothing but a general auction of boroughs.'^ Carr;)-ing the 
war into the heart of English poUtios ant! society, benused 
the cry for the reform in parliijment which waa never to be 
hashed, and transferred KitglLi<Ii opiniou to the aide of Ameri- 
ca for the 6ako of that liberty which was of all tluiigs dearest 
to tho Englifth nAtion. 

But what hope wag there of reform in England 1 Its 
ruling clasaee prepared reform by forcing independence on 
America. 

Tlie day on which George HI. ecaled tho inBtmctionB to 
hia commieaoners congrcta decided to adopt no measmcs for 
receiving tbem until they should tbenieelveH tnake appUcatioD 
to be received, and voted to raise ten millions of dollars for 
carnp'ing on the war during the current year. They tlien took 
into consideration the proposition of John Adams, that *'eacli 
one of the uoited colonies, where no government sufficient to 
the exigencies of their affairs hud as yet been tuttabliehcd, 
should adopt sucli government as wonld, in the opinion of the 
representatives of the people, beet oondnce to the happinees 
and safety of tlicir oonstituents in particular and of America 
in gcDC'Tul." This tneasure he had advised twelve months 
before, and the timid had kept it beck in order still to petition 
and negotiate ; it \vm now rceisted through two suoccasive 
days, bnt on the tenth of May triumphed over nil proorasti- 
nators. John Adams, Ed>rard Rulledge, and Kichord Henry 
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Lee wore then appointed to prepare a preamble to the resolu- 
tion. Lee and Adams, JUaeeachu^etta and Virginia, were of 
one mind ; and on the following Atonday thcjr made their 
report. BeoolUug tbo act of parliament which excluded the 
Amerieani! from the proteetiou of the crown, the king's neglect 
to returu aiiy answer whatever to tJieir petition, the employ- 
ment of " the whole force of the kingdom, aided hj foreiga 
mercenaries, for the destniction of the good people of these 
colonies," they declared that it was *' absolutely irreconcilable 
witli reason and good cuuHcicuce for tlie jHuplo of thi-M: eulo 
nicii now to take the mthK and affirmations necceeary for the 
support of any goremment imder the crown of Great Britain, 
and that it waa neceeeory that the exercise of every kind of 
anlliority nader the crown ahould bo totally supprc6«cd, and 
all the powers of government exerted under the authority of 
the people of the colonies." 

Theae words, whicli bore the impress of John Adams, im> 
plied the sovereignty of one continental people, a complete 
independeucc of the Brilibh parliament, crown, and nation. 
It was a blow dealt by the general congress against thu pro- 
prietary government of Pennaylvauio. Duane sounded the 
alarm; lieforu cliangtiig the govermiivnt of tlie coloniea, he 
wished to wait for the opiniona of the inhabitantB, wliowcre to 
be followed and not driven on. He showed that tlie powers 
conferred on him by New York did not justify him in votizig 
for the mcaaure without a breach of trust ; and yet, if the arer- 
meuts of the preamble should bo confirmed, he pledged New 
York to independence Sherman argood that the adoption of 
the resolution wm the beet way to proonre the harmony with 
Great Britain wliicli New York desired, ^[ackeaii, who repre- 
sented Delaware, thought the step must be taken, or liberty, 
property and life be lort. " The firet object of New Torlc," said 
Samuel Adatnit, "is the eetablisliment of their rights. Our pe* 
titions are answered only by fleets and armies and myrmidons 
from abroad. The king liaa tlirown ns out of bia protection ; 
why should we support govcmnient* imdcr liia amhorit)-?" 
Floyd of Now York was persuaded "tJiat there were little 
or no hopes of commiaeioners ooming to treat of peace ; that 
therefore iVmorica ought to b« in a situatiou to preserve her 
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libertiefl another way." "This preamble contains a reflec- 
doD upon the oondact of eomo people in America,'* inter- 
po«cd WiUon, referriug to the aEsembly of Peunsj'lvania, 
which m Lato aa Fehniary had req^nired of Reed and Rjiten- 
honse oathe of allc^ance to tlie king. "If the preamlile 
passes,'* lie contmuud, '' there will be an immediate dissoln- 
don of every kind of authority in this province ; the people 
will be instantly in a state of trntare. Ileforc we are prepared 
to l>uild the new house, why shonid we pnll down the old 
one I" The delegates of Fennsylvauia declined to vole on 
the question ; tlioec of Maryhmd annoiinced that, under their 
instructions, they should consider their colony as unreptv- 
eented, until they should receive the directions of their prin- 
cipals, who were then sitting at Annapolis. 

Overruling the hesitation of the moderate men, the majori- 
ty ado]it«d the preamble, and ordered it to lie pnhlielied. The 
oolontcs never existed separattily as independent states or 
peoples. As they rose, diey united. The onity symboUiBd 
hj the crown passeti to the goo<l people of the colonies^ who 
eoUectirely spoke the word for totally snppresalng all authari^ 
nnder the king, giving the law to Pennsylvania hy proscri^ 
ing its proprietary goveninicnt, and inT»«ting all the several 
colonies with authority to insdtute goremments of their own. 
Tlic niKisure proved " & piece of mechanism to work fmt inde- 
pcndt-uce." " The Gordiaii knot is cnt," said John Adams as 
be meditated in eohtudc upon the lead which he had ouumod 
in Btunmoning so many populous and opulent eoloolcs to riso 
from the state of subjection into that of iodependcnt repub- 
lics. Kany of those who were to take part in framing consti- 
tntions for future millions turned to htm for instruction. He 
recalled the first principles of political morals, the leaeons incul- 
cated by American experience, and the example of Kogland. 
Familiar with the wi^ and eloquent u-ritJiigs of tlicHw of Iier 
sons who had treated of Ubcrty, and cumhiniiig with them the 
rcsolts of his own reflections, he did not shrink from offering 
bis advice. He declared the only moral foundation of govcm- 
motkt to be the consent of the people ; yet he counselled re- 
spect for existing role^ and, to avoid opening a fruitful source 
of controversy, he refused to promote for the pieecnt any 
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alteration, at least in Massachusetts, in the qoalificatioiu of 
Totera. '* Tliero is no good govommait,'' ho aid, " but what 
is republican ; for a ropublic ie an empire of laws, and not of 
men;** and, to constitute tlie best of repuliUcii, lie enforced tbc 
ncceasi^ of separating the execntive, legislative, and judicial 
powers. The ill use wluch tlie royal goremorB lud made of 
tlie veto power did not confu^ bis judgment ; be upheld the 
principle tliat the chief executive magistrate ought to be in- 
Tested with a negative upon the legislature. To judges he 
wiehod to afisigQ oommifisioufi during good t)ehavior, and to 
estttbhsli their tsakrics hy law, hut to inako them liable to im- 
peachment and remoral bj the grand inquest of tlte colony. 

The repabllee of the ancient world had grown out of cities, 
80 that their governments were ori^noUj mnnicipolitice ; to 
make a republic p'isgibtc in tbc largo t4>rritoriog euiltraccd in 
tha several American eolonieK, where tho whole sucii-ty could 
never be assembled, power woe to be deputed by the many to 
a few, who were to be elected by eiiifrage, and were in theory 
to be a faithful miniature jmrtrait of the people Xor yet 
should all power he intrusted to one repreuentativo aiatenibly. 
John Adams taught, what an analy^ of the human mind and 
tlie examples of history through thoueands of years unite to 
contirm, that a single oitsembly is lialilu to the frailtice of a sin- 
gle individual, to pae^onate capncee, and to a selfl&h eagernesa 
for the increase of its own importance. "If the Icgielatiyo 
power," such were his words jurt as the American constitu- 
tions were forming, ** if the legiehitivo power is wholly in one 
assembly, and the executive in anotlier or in a single penion, 
these two powers will oppose and encroach upon each other, 
until the contest shall end in war, and the whole power, If^ia- 
lative and execntivej bo usurped by the etronge*t." 

Theee are words to be inwribed on the memory and lieart 
of every nation that would constitnto a republic ; yet at that 
time there waft not one member of the continental coogroBB 
who appUed the principle tn the continental congrcBS itself. 
Hawlcy of Northampton had advised an American porliar 
mcnt witli two house* of Icgielature ; but John A<Jam3 as yet 
saw no occasion for any continental conatitntion except a con- 
gress, which should contain a fair reprceentation of the coIo- 
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nies, and confine ite authority sacredly to war, trade, dispntee 
"between colony and colony, the po8tK)ffice, and the nnappropri- 
ated pnblic lands. 

In the separate colonies, he urged that all the yoath ehoTdd 
be liberally educated, and all men be required to keep arms 
and to be trained to their use. A countiy having a constita- 
tion founded on these principles, diffosing knowledge among 
the people, and inspiring them with the conecions dignity be- 
coming free men, wonld, " when compared with the regions of 
monarchical or aristocratical domination, seem an Arcadia or 
an Elysium." 
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1776-1776. 

Could the king bavo employed none Init Britisli troops, 
the vftr by land against the colonies miist hare been of short 
duration. Sir Joseph Yorke. the Bntish ambasejidor at tho 
Iliigin!, ppojxjsed the transfer of a hrigftdo from the eon-ice of 
the Kethorlands to that of bis eovcroigo. The young stad- 
holder made reply directly to IUb couein, the king of England, 
decHinng tlio rcq^iicst. King G4X)rgc renewed hU eoUdtatioiL 
In 15d^>, the Low Countries pledged to Queen Elizabeth as 
Becurity for a loan three iinportiuit fortresses, which slie gar- 
riitoned with her own troops; in Ifilfi the Dutch dischai'ged 
tlie debt, and the garrisons were mtbdrawn from the caution- 
ary towDfl, except an EnglUb and a Soottisli brigade which 
passed into the service of tlic United Pmvinces. "William III. 
recalled the Engliith brigade, and in 1749 the pririlego of re- 
cruiting in Scotland was withdrawn from the other, so that ita 
nuik and file, coarigting of more than twenty-one hundred 
men, were of all nations, though its officers were still Scotch- 
men by birth or deeeenl. In favor of the loan uf these 
troop8^ it was urged that the officera already owed allegianoe 
to the Britiah king; tluit eoinnion inttireHtd connected the two 
conntries; that the present oocasion offered to the prince of 
Orange "the unique advantage and ijarticnlar honor" of 
strengthening thu bonds of cIoac friendship whidi had l)eon 
"more or less enfeebled" by the neutrality of the United 
Provinces during the hit French war. 

In the stated general Zealand and Utrecht coniKsitod j tlie 
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province of Holland objected that a commercial state shoald 
uevcr but from neceseity become involved in any qoarrel. 
Baran vuu dcr Capcllcn tot den Pol, ooe of the noLlea of 
OTeTyasel, rcaeoned in tliis wieu: Fumifitiing Uic troops would 
be a, departure from the true policy of the stricteet neutrality ; 
tlie country baa fruitleaslj sacrificed her proflperitT to advance 
the greatncea of Engknd ; eho bos shed rivers of blood under 
pretence of eetabli^bing a balance of power, and has only 
8ti€ngcheiied an enipiro whiuh is now afistuuiug' a more dread- 
ful monarchy over tlie seaii than ever limi been known ; ebe 
will find herself, as formerly, engaged in a baleful war with 
; France, her most powerful neighbor and her natural ally io 
(the defemw of the liberty of commerce; a, niptun; between 
J Britain and Franco will bring advantage to tiie na^ngntion of 
\ the repuhb'o if she would hut maintain her neutrality ; in tli« 
war of succeeeion which gave to Britain the key Io the Medi* 
tcrrancant she hod nothing for bor share hut the total waato 
of her forces and her treasure ; she has reBgiously ohservod 
her CreatioB, and yet England denies her the etipalatod safety 
of mei'clumdi&e in free bottoms, and searches and arbitrarily 
coofiecatce her shipe. Befiiden, jnuixarieit mtlicr tlian the troopa 
of a free state should be hired to suMue the colonirte. Why 
ghould a DatioD of vaesi, who have borne the title of rebels and 
freed themselves from oppresidon hy their ewords, cniploy 
tlieir troops in crashing tbe Americans, who yet are wortliy of 
the esteem of tbe whole world as defending with moderation 
and witli intrepidity the rightji which God and not tlie Brid^ 
legislature has given them as men! 

Theee ideas, once set in motion, were sure to win the d^y ; 
but the e(ati» of Oi-oryA6ul tiupprOMcd all explidt declanticnu 
agaiufit England ; and tlie states general diHguiBed their refusal 
under tlic fonn of a consent to lend the brigade, on the condi- 
tion that it never ebodd be oecd out of Europe. 

Dimug the tardy conreo of the disciueion Britain had ob- 
tained supplies of men from Germany. The electors and 
IflDdgravcH and reigning dukes of tliat empiro were so ac- 
customed to hire out their troop« for their pereonal profit, 
that Oenuuii troops liad been engaged in every groat con* 
test whicli raged from Poland to Lisbon, from the Xortli 
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8ca to Naptee, and vrere Bometlince ai-niyed in tbo eame battle 
on opposite sides. 

So c^iou M it became known that the king of Euglnnd de- 
rired riHjniitB from. Germftfty, orowda of Bdvcntnrcre volan- 
teend their aid. He had sc-raploe abont Accepting their ofiere, 
saying: "Tlic ^viug conimidHiond to Genuiin otBcersi to get 
met), in plsin £ngliKb, mnonnte to niJiking me a kidnaj^ier, 
which I mnnot think a very honorable oocupation;" but he 
continuwi a contract with a Hanoverian Ueutenant-coloiie! for 
raising four thoiisand recmits in Gennany, granting for the 
piirpoiie the use of his electoral dominions and the ''iudi»- 
pensHhly neceBsart* ttssistance and support of his field iusn 
Bhal." 

A larger bornity, higher wages, an<l the nndefioed proepeot 
of spoils in the "El Dorado" of America, attracted ragiibond 
reterani? to the British standard. The German diet hud for- 
bidden Aili3tment8 by foreign powcra in any part of Germany; 
the conrt of Vienna wrote to the free cities and several of the 
etatcB of the empire, llint *' Great Britain had no more connec- 
tion witli tlie empire than Bassia or Spain, neitlit>r of wljieb 
powers wag permitted to recniit within its limits," and ordered 
its luinifiters to obstruct the recruiting officers in the British 
«ervice; yet the king's contractor was very soon ready with au 
iiiKt:dim;iit of a hundred luui fifty men, and promisecl rapid 
success Mheii the enterprise t^hoiild get a little better into train. 
The prince bishop of lA^ge and the elector of Cologne cod- 
seoted U) shut their vyea to tlie presence of English agenta, 
who had recruiting stations in Nenwied and at FnmkforU 
The nndertaldng was prohibited by the law of nati(»u and of 
the empire; tbo Britidi ministon therefore instmctcd. their 
diplomatic rcpreMOtatire at the email courts to give all pos- 
sible aid tu the execution of the nerrioe, but not to implicate 
their gnvcmnient. In this way foreign levies were obtained 
to fit! ap Briiieb regiments. 

The Briti^i miniiitry openly sought to engage sulisidiary 
troops in Germany. The elector of Saxony pat aside the 
tlionght at m first BU^eation, Baying that " to send \nrt of 
his army into the remote countriea of the New AV<irId 
aifcct*-*! too nearly liis paternal tondemws for his subjocte, 
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and eeeiued too much in contrast with tbc niloe of a healtlij 
policy." * 

It was hoped that t]i« duke of Brniuwiok could imppi; 
at least three thonsand, and the landgrave of Ueeeo-CsBBel 
five ihuufiand ; in November 1775, SiilToIli repeated to Colond 
Faucitt, his ugeut, the iiuitructious hefora given lo the Unttsh 
minister in Rusna : " Your point is to get u many men u 
yon can ; it will be much to jour credit to procore the most 
moderate tenuB^ tbongh expense is not eo much the object in 
the present emer^ucj aA iu ordinary cattcs. Great activity is 
nooeg^arj-, as the king is extrcinety anxions." 

" I tthull re^:ard it aa a favor," wrote the prince of Waldedc, 
"if the king will accept a rogimcat of six htmdnd men, com* 
poeed of officers and soldicrg, wlio, like their prinoe, mil cer- 
taiuly demand nothing better lliau to find an opportuiiir^ of 
aaoriAcing themselveii fur hid majuity.'' The ofier was eagsrlj 
closed uitli. 

Charles, the reigning duke of Brangwick, vtt» at tltot time 
about sixty-thpoo. During the forty yeara of his nilo the 
spendthrift had ^iiandered a lotui of twelve milUoiw of t1ialei% 
beside untlions of his revenue, on his Italian opera, hia oorpa 
of French daucent, hix theatre, juumeyB, miatrenes, and gam- 
ing, his experiments in alchemy, bnt moFt of all on hiit little 
anny. Within llireo yeara a new prune minister had improved, 
his tinances, and Prince Fcniiiiand, thu heir ajipiin-iit, luul 
been otlmitted tts co-regent In 1T64 fenlinaiid liud niarriwl 
Auffii**tA, a (Mter of George III., receiving with her a dowry of 
eighty thousand pounda, be«idc an uunoity of eight thoaaand 
more, chargoablo on the revenuce of Ireland and UaooTer. 
Hie govcTTior had been indulgent to the vices of Ids yoQth. 
Ue adojiled the skeptieism of his century, with which he mixed 
Dp enongh of philanthropic sentiment to pass for a tibeml and 
homane free thinker. Stately in hiii appearance, a stEident of 
attittidefl before the glass, he v*s i>rofnise of hown and affectedly 
polite. His eyes were of a most beantifol bine., and tlieir ex- 
profffion frietidly and winning. Ue himself and ihoee abont 
him profu«ed the atrongerit aenao of tho onmi^xitunce of Icgiti- 

* CtoantSickea, Ike Sum tniiUaler, to 4'uiiat Moritt voo Brtkl, f^Mo ravojr 
«t LdwliHi, *t October ITTS. From tli« ■reUna of Buomy. UB. 
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mate princes ; he loved to nile, and re<jnired obedience. He liad 
oounge, and just too mncli ability to be called insigmticaDt: ; 
it wM his ]>ridc to do liifl day's work properly ; and he intro* 
duced eooconiT into tbe public adiuimBtnitioD. ladiffereot to 
his English wife, abandoned to seneual pleasure, yet indefatiga- 
ble in labor, neither prodigal, nor desjiotic, nor anibitioufi, his 
great defect wa^ that he had no heart, so that he was not capa- 
ble of gratitude or love, nor true to his word, nor fixed in his 
principleti, nor sHIled in diiicriminatiug military* worth. Ue 
Wfl£ a good secontlar)' ofliw'r, exiict in Uie mechanism of a re^- 
meut, but unfit to plan a campaign or lead au army. 

Faucitt, ou the evening of his arri val, Bought a conference 
with the lnyuditjiry prince to whom he bore a special letter 
from bis king. J'erdinand mireiKrvodly approved the Bntiitb 
propoiial, and promised hia interiioeition with bis father in its 
favor. T}ia reigning diilic, in the dihtreNie^] state of liis finaneee^ 
gave bis concurrence with all imaginable facility. 

It remained for Faucitt to chaffer with Fcronce, the BniUB- 
wick minister, on tho price of the troops, to the number of 
four tboueaud infantry and three hundred light dragoons. 
Them last were not wanted, but Faucitt accepted them, "rather 
than appear difficult." Sixty <4enuau dollars for (jach man 
woM demanded aa levy money ; but thirty crowns banco, or 
about thirty-four and a half of oiu- doUara, was a^-eed upon. 
Every soldier who .should be tuHcd was to be paid for at 
llie rate of the levy mtjney; and three woimded were to 
be reckoned as one killed. Unmewick demanded that the 
Englieh pay Hboald begin tlircc months hofon: the march uf 

iitho troops, bat assented to the advance of oidy two moutlia' 
pay. The aimual Enbsidy, after wrangling for two days, was 
settled at aixty-four tlioueand live hundred German crowns 
from tho date of the signature of the treaty, and twice that 

r*am for two yours after tho return of tho troops. 

^ede«el, a colonel in the duke's service, was selected for 
the command, with the rank of a major-genend. Tie was a 

rinan of honor and activity ; fond of bis profeadon, of whicli be 
lud gpored no patua to make himself master. 

During the war, Bruiutwick funiiahed altogether five tbou- 

I'MDil seven hundred and twenly-tlirce mercenaries, a nnmber 
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equal to more than one sixth of tbo able-bodied men in the 
principality. 

It is juiit to inquire if condnct like tlint of Ferdinand was 
followed by a tiappy life and an honorable deatU. Of liis eons, 
tlie eldos* died two yeani before him ; two uthen* were idiotic 
and blind ; hie eldest daughter whh marrit^d to tJte bnital prince 
of Wtirtetnberg, and jieriBbed in 1788. The intimate rektions 
which led (icurgc III. to begin the pnrchawi of merccoary 
troops with hi& bruther-in-Iaiiv luado him Bulect Ferdioand'a 
yonngMt daughter, Caroline — a woman brought ap in the cor- 
mpting Ktmoephcro of her father*a palace, and environed by 
lieentioueness from her childhood — to beoorac, at twcnty-eoven, 
the wife of tho prince of Wnlee, and eventnally a qDMOl of 
Great lirilain. A* to the prince himself, in a Ijatlle wlwro bis 
incompoti'tHie uh a oommauder a^isttid to bring uiwn Prusein a 
most disiwirons defeat, his eyee were shot away; a fugitive, 
deftorted by mistress and friends, he refused to take food, and 
so died. 

From iJninawick Faucitt hurried to Oasscl, where his com* 
ing WOK expected by one who knew well tlic strait to which 
the Biitish ministry was reduced. The people of Heese pro- 
serve the hardy and warhko character of ita ancuatrnl tribe, 
which tlic Romans could never ronquisli. It was a natioo of 
soldiers, whose valor had bccu proved in all the iMttle-fiekht of 
Europe, lu the former century the repubhe of Vcnioe liad 
employed tliem against the Tnrks, and tiicy had taken port in 
the d^ of Athena. 

The hmdgravo, Frederic II., was abont fif^r-«ix, and h»d 
ruled for nearly sixteen years. Hig nature was bmliah and 
obfltin&te. The wife of liia yonth, a daughter of Oeor^ ft., 
the gentlest of her i-ace, wa* forced to fly frtMn his iiihmuanity 
to hia own father (or protection. At the age of fifty-three he 
nmnied again, bnt lived with hia eeoond consort on no better 
tenna than with bis lirst. 

The landgrave bad liven scrupuloualy educated in the Ite- 
fornied Cliurch, of which the house of Ilesse hiid ever re- 
garded it^4f a bulwark ; but he piqued himself on having dia- 
hnrdcncd his mind of the prejadiocs of the vulgar, courted 
Tolturo'fl eateem by doubting vorioua narrativee in the Bible, 
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and ecoffcd alike at the Old Tcsfauncnt and the New. In his 
view, Calvinism had died out even in Geneva ; and Luther, 
thoogli couimeQda.ble for having loved wine and tromeo, was 
but an ordinary man ; lie therefore tnmed Catholic in 1749, 
from dislike to tlio simplicity of the established worehi]) of his 
people. He had learned to favor toleration, to abolish the use 
of tortnre, luid to make i-apitid {tnniiil'nnentji exceediugly rare ; 
at the Eamo time, he paraded his vices publicly with ehamokaB 
indewjMim. Uaving no nationality, he sought to introduee 
French modes of life; had IiIh ojtera, Iiallet-daneent, nuuK^uer* 
ades during tlic camiral, his French playbonse, a cast-oS 
French coquette for liia principal mistrese, a French supcrin- 
tcnduut of theatres for his Ub)-ai'i&u. But nothing could be 
lees like Franco than liLs court; life in Ceusol was spiritless; 
"nobody hei-e reads," Baid Forster; "the difierent ranks are 
stiffly BOimrutc-d," eaid the historian Miiller. Birth or wealth 
alono had influence: merit could not command respect, nor 
talent hopo for fosterinjc care. 

To this mau Fnncitt delivered a letter from the Rritiah 
king. General Schlieffen, Iho minister with whom he was to 
conduct tlio negotiatinn, ])rBpared him to acquieMe UQCondi- 
tionally in every demand of the landgrave. 

The first extortion of the prince was a sum of m<HV than 
forty iliouxaud pounds for hospital dmburiicmcaits duriuji; the 
last war. The accoont had been liquidiited, paid, and closed ; 
but the scandalous claim was revived and enforced. 

Till" liuidgmvu accutnulatcd in the new treaty o^xry favor- 
aUe stipidation that had separately found a place in any of 
tlio old ont». In thu levy mouoy agreed u])ou, the Heasian 
contract had an advantage of twenty per coot over tlut with 
Brunswick. 

The mnstar Btroke of Scblicffen was the settlement of the 
subsidy. The British agent Ijclioved that one cjunpnign would 
terminate Uic- war ; the Ifo^aian therefore, with seeming mod- 
eration, accepted a double snbsidy, to be paid from tliu signa- 
turo of tho treaty to its expiration. As the engagement nctu* 
ally continued in force for altout ten years, it afforded a clear 
profit to the landgrave of five mitlions of our dollaiv. 

TIk taxes paid by the Hessians were sufficient to defray the 
*M. ir.— aj 
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pay-rolU and expenses of the Hessian army. One IiaJf of thit 
tax wiu rigorously exacted for tlie troope in the British sorvios. 

It was Btipulatiid that t}ie Brid&h pay, which was hightf 
thaii the Hessian, ghoald be paid into the treasm^ of Hesse ; 
and thiK affonled great opportuoitiee for peculation. The pay- 
roll, aft^r the first montb^ invariahly included more peraons 
than were b the aervice ; with Bmnswick, the price to be paid 
for the killed aiid wounded wae fixed; the landgrave intro- 
duced no such coremuit, and was left with the right to exact 
full pay for every man who had been mnstered into the firitifih 
corvioc, wlicthor in active e«rrice or dead. 

The British minister urged that the HceeuD eoldiere should 
he allowud as ample and ext«nsivo enjoyment of tiieir pajr u 
the I^ritiflh ; *' I dare not agree to any stipiiklioii on this bend " 
answered Schlieffeti, " for fear of giving offenco to the land- 
grave." " Tbey are my fellow^ftoIdioiB," said the landgrave ; 
"and do I not mean to treat ihcm well?'* 

Ttie sick and the woiiitdt^l of the BrunnriclcerR were to he 
taken care of in British hoc^pitJiU ; for the Ileeeiaos. the land- 
grave clainiixt tlio lioneht of providing a hospital of ]m own. 

The British ministers winhed to clotlie tlie mercenary troopa 
in British wamifactures ; hut the landgrave would not allow 
tliis hran(^It of liia proHt« to lie impaired. 

It bud tic^n thought in England thnt the landgrave conld 
fnmbh no more than five tbouxand foot ; bat the price w&» to 
high that, after contracting for twelve thousand, he farther 
bargained to supply four hundred IleegUm yagers, armed with 
rifled guns; and then thi'ec hundred dismoimtud dragoons; 
and then three corps of artillery ; taking care for every addli- 
tion to require the double subftidT. 

To escape impressment, his subjects fled into Hanover; 
Kin g George who waa elector of Hanover, v,-aa tbcrcfonEi called 
upon "to dieconroge the elopement of IleNiian subjects into 
that conntry, when the demand for men to enabk* ihe land- 
grave to fulfil his cugngcjnunt with Great Britain was eo 
pressing." 

It wu thought eswntia] to march tbe troope through the 
electorate to their place of embarkation ; for it waa not donbted, 
"if the HeeaiaM were to march along the loft bank of the 
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Weeer, through the territoriee of Pnuffia and perhaps half a 
score of potty priuces, on© half of them -wovXd be lost ou the 
-mj by desertion." Tet rery many went willingly, having 
heen made to believe that in America they would have free 
lieenso to plunder and lo indulge their passions. 

Every point in disputa having heHn yii'ldwl U) the categori- 
cal demands of the landgmve, tht> treaty was signed on the 
thirty-firet day of January. This would have seemed defini- 
tive ; hut, us the ]iayinoiit of tlic douhhi inihsidy was to hegin 
from the day of tho aigiiaCnre of tlie treaty, the landgrave put 
back the date of the instrument to Jannary tlie fifteenth. 

nifl trooj« were among tbu heat in Euroiie ; their chief 
commaudcr 'K'as LiuutBuanl-CT«ncral Uelfiter, a brave old man 
of nearly suc^, cheerful in disposition, crippled with wounds, 
of a good understand iiijEf, l>nt nithont genius for war. NeJrt 
him Btood Lioutenont-Gcucral Kuyphaneon, remarkable for 
taciturnity and reserve ; one of tlie best offioere in the land- 
grave's service. 

Of the four Diajor-genrartls, not one was remarkable for 
oapacity or skill. Of the colonels, every one praieed Dooop, 
who commanded the four hxttalions of grenadiers and the 
yagers ; Rail, Minigerode, Wumib, Loor, and four or 6ve 
others had served with diatinctioQ. 

The excujte of tlic Britiidi miuiatry for yielding to alt tho 
exactions of tho Undgravo wae thoir eagerness to obtain the 
troope early ui February. " Delay," vsrote Suffolk, " will mar 
the expected advantage," The landgrave cooHODtcd that thir- 
teen battaiious should bo prepared to march on the fifteenth of 
Fobroary ; but corruption waa theu bo thorouglily a jtart of tha 
Brttifih adminiatration tliat tliey were sent in private vessels, 
that interested people might levy a commission on the ood* 
tractors, who d!d uot pn>vtde tran}i|>ona enough at the time 
appointed, and even in March could not tell when they would 
all l>e ready. The first detachment from Bnm«wick did not 
sail from England till the fourth of April, and yet reached 
QucIk-c before the first divi»on of the Hearauis cleared the 
Briti&Ii channel 

The traaeportii wore very Itadly fitted ap ; the licdding was 
ahamofolly eean^. The clothing of the Umnswick troops 
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vas o1<1, and only patched tip for the present; '''the person 
who execute*! the oominUaion" for purchasing Bhoes for them 
in England sent '^iino tliln dmiciug pumj>«," uad of tLese the 
greafctft number were too small for ufio. 

The treaty with the hereditary prince of Sees^aasely -who 
ruled in Uauau, met with no obstade. He went in penon 
round the different boilimcks to choose recruits, and acoovn- 
ponied his repment as far as Frankfort on their way to Hel- 
voet^uye. C-onscious of the merit of this derotiou, be prewed 
for an atlditionsl special subsidy. Suffolk granteil the demand 
nndcr an injimctdou of the most abBolnte secrecy, and received 
written promiseji of a diwretion u-ithout bounds. "My at- 
tachment to the best of kings removes all idea of interest in 
me," wrote the prince. 

It waa doubted if the prince of Waldeck could malco good 
his offers, for there were already three Wahleck re^ments in 
the MH'ice of the Netherlands; the BtoteB of the ovcrtaak«d 
principality bftd complained of the loss of its sabjects; bat 
the prince vowed eo «arm an attachment to the " inoompanWo 
monarch " of Britain that, on the twentieth of April, the treaty 
with him wat closed. To nhe a regiment needed force and 
authority, and that "lie ebmild not l»e too tender of his own 
sobjectg." To prevent their deserting, a corps of mounted 
ya^rs eseorttd Uicm to Bevenmj^tu 

The lialf-cra/^l ruling prince of the home of Anhalt- 
Zerbtit, brother to the empreee of KoMia, wlio lived very rarely 
within hjB own dominioiu bnt kept up sixteen rccruiting- 
stationft ouhtido of tlmm, wrot^t directly to George III., offering 
a regitnent of siic hundred and twentT-eeven men; but the 
letter was so strange that it waa prouounoed not fit to be 
delivered, and during that year nothing came of his pn>i>OHJ. 

The elector of Dnvaria made an overtore to Klliot, the 
British minister at Batiiibou; but it was not heeded, for **hU 
court WB£ so sold to Austria and Franco" that he darod not 
epeak of it *' to bin <twn miDisterB.'' 

On the last day of Febmary the treaties with Branswick 
and Ilesne were condderod in tl>e lioune of commoDii. Lord 
North said : " The troop* are wanted ; the term* on which 
they are procured are less than we could have expected ; tlus 
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will enable us to compel America to aahmiaaion, perhaps 
•ritliout furtJier effuaiuo of blood." Ho was answered hy Lord 
J[>lin CavciuliKli: "The moasuro diegraces Brthiin, linmiUatee 
the king, &iid, by its cxtrava^^co, iuipOTtirishes the oouutry." 
*' Our buamess will be effected witbin the year," replied Corn- 
wall ; "80 that the troops arc all bad on lower coruae than ever 
boforo." Lord Imliauj took a hroadcr view : *' The laiidgmve 
of Ilesse and the duke of Bruimwkk rvudur Germany vilo 
and diRbonorw! in tlie eyen of all Europe, as a nnreerj' of men 
for tlioee who have most money, making them destroy much 
rbetter and uobler beiugs tbau tbeniselve^ The lamlgnve of 
iHcsBe luw bi>i proLut^-pc iu Sancho Pauzii, who raid that, if he 
''were a prince, be phonld wish all hh siilijects to be blacka- 
moors^ eo that be conld tiun them into ready oioney by selling 
Ihom." A warning voice was raised by itartlcy: " Yoo ect 
the Auicricau congrest; the exuinple of applying to forei^ 
powers i wbeD they intervene, the poaeibility of reconciliation 
U totally cut off." "The measures of ministers," said Jamc6 
Llittrell who had iervod in America, "are dcatb-warrante to 
lliouaandfl of British snbjects, not etepe toward ^gaining tlie 
colcmii's." George Gronrille, afterward nuirfjuis of Dueking- 
bam, stated this as the alternative: " Shall we abandon Amer- 
ica, or shall we recover our sovereignty over tbat connlrjrl 
"Wo had better make one effort morei" Lord George Ger- 
main defended the treatiee on the grouud of neoeesity; thia 
Lord Barrington confirmed, aaying BHtieb reomita could not 
be procured on any tcmiK, and tlio hai^n was tlie best that 
conld be made. The miuistcra were aistained by their usual 
majority. ^ 

Five days later they were eqoally well nipported in the 
hooso of lords; hut not without a rebnke from the duke of 
Cnuiberland, one of the king's brothers, who said: "I lament 
to aee Bnm.'cwtckerR, who once to tbeir great honor were em- 
ployed in tbo dofcQco of the liberties of the snhject, now Kent 
to auhjugata bla coustitutional Uberties in another part of this 
▼aat empire." 

The wliole number of men fumiahed in tlic war by Brona- 
wick was equal to one tweo^'-seventh part of ila collective 
population ; by the landgrave of Ueeee, to one out of every 
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twenty of liis eubjecte, or oao in fonr of tfao alile-bodMsd men ; 
a proportionate conHcriptiou in 1776 woatd lia^t; Bhippcd to 
America from England and Walea alone an amiy of more than 
foar hundred tLousand men. Soldiers were impressed from 
tbc pIongh,the workahop, the highway; no man was safe from 
the inferior ngonta of tha prine«s, who kidnapped witbont 
ficruple. Almost every ianuly in H&eem mourned for one of its 
members. 

In a letter to Voltaire, tha landpravo, annonneilig hia con- 
tribution of troope, exprawed hit zeal to leani "the difficult 
principloB of the art of governing men, and of making them 
percaivo tliat all which their mler does is for tlieir »pcci&l 
good." He wrot« a catecbtam for princes, in which Voltaire 
profowod to find tnicuH of a pupil of the king of PmsBis. 
** Do not attriboto his education to me," answered the gnmi 
Frederic ; •* wore he a graduate of my school, he would uatbt 
have turned Catholic, aiid would never have sold his sabjeela 
to the Englisih n& they drive cattle to the shambles. He a pre* 
ocptor of sovereigns ! The sordid passion for gain is the oitlt 
motive of his vile procedure." 

From avarice he sold the fleeh of \m own peojile while 
they were yet alive, depriving many of existence and liiniself 
of honor. lu the Innrl of free cities and free thonglit, an em- 
piric' which Kpoko the language of Luther, whore Kant hy pro- 
found analyda was compelling skejiticisin itnt-If to l»car vitneas 
to the eternal law of duty, where Leedng inculcated faith tn 
u e7cr-im{HOTiDg cdncatjon of the race, where the heart of 
the best palpitated with hope for the -iVmcrican cauBe— the 
landgrave forced his state to act against that liberty which was 
tlie diild of the German foreete, aud the moral life of the Ger- 
manie nation. And did Judgment Klumber I '\Vere the eves 
of the McMt High turned elsewhere? Or, in the abrm of the 
divine eounseU, were there iti preparation for a land m divided 
and 80 full of tyraatA a regeneration and nnion after the exam- 
ple of America 9 
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1775-1776. 

FEAxcBHiid the thirteen American colonics were Attracted 
toward each other, and it is not easy to decide which of thom 
made the firet overture. "Chatham oe the conciliator of 
America, that a the uum to fcar»" wrote the Couut De 
&iuiie6 * from London, in June i77&. 

Vergeanes, witli wonderful ]]0wera of penetration, analjxed 
the chuacter of the Britiiih mini«ten( tuid their ncbi, nnd us a 
oomtiei' contrasted tho eeeining anaruhy of EngUmd with the 
happiaetti of tho French in "living peacefully undt-r a gi«}d 
and TirtaoDs king/' The liritii^h secretaiy of stale dcsin-d to 
draw from the IVench amhnwador at r^ondon a written deiiiiil 
o£ Loe's assertion that tlie Americans Iiad a certaintj of re* 
oeiving^ support from France aiid Spain; but ''the kiiig of 
France would not sniTer himself to bo ORed as an intitru- 
ment to Itend tho rcsiatance of the Americans," " The prin- 
oiplee of raoderatioa and of justice which constantly animate 
the coniicils of tho king ought,*' 6aid Vergcmice, "to reas- 
extTQ his Britannic mnjeety against disquiet as to our views. 
Far from wishing to take advantage of the embarrasemcnts 
in which Enghind is involrcd by American affaire, we wouM 
nither seek to ^vc oar Aid in disengaging her from them. 
Tho spirit of revolt, wherever it breaks ont, is always a troti- 
blefiome example. MomI maladies booonie contagious ; so that 
we onght to bo on our guard that tho spirit of independence, 
BO terrible iu North America, may not be comnionicated to 
points which interest us in both hemispheres. 

* Uttar id De Giuou to VsrgcniMW, IC June 177t. V3. 
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" "We h&ve eeen with paiu the forming of the criaiB, fivm 
the preseatiiiieiit Uiat it inay ])a%'e wider effectfi tli:iii nattiTC 
itself can canee to be forew^n. We (lo not hide from our- 
celres the waywardnesses which entbnsiasm ooold eaooorage 
and upon which fanatidan could operate." * 

On tlie twenty-eighth vi July li'ii, Rocliford, the iiecretary 
of state, conversing with De Guinea, tlie French amhaaeador, 
rcnijirkud Uiat " many jicreona of both partice were thoroughly 
pcisuadod tliat tlie way to tiuiuinatu the vta iu America was 
to declare war against Fnaoe." De Gninee enconragcd the 
oomniuuicativeneaa of tlio secretary, who declared It to l>e the 
Kng lirih opinion that England dow, as before the last peace, 
708 a match for Spain and. France united ; that, iu the event 
of a war with those powers, America, througti fear of the re- 
covery of Canada by France, wonld give np her contest and 
side with Xoglaud. Rochfonl repeated these reiuarlui to the 
Spanish envoy. Vergeunee was unable to imagine how Baaa^ 
ble people could regard a war with Franco as a Wbor of ref- 
uge. " The English cabinet is greatly mistaken," fuud he, 
"if it think* wc rcga't Canada; tJiey may tlicinselvw rc|)fat 
having made its acqnidition." Jost ae ho felt the need of 
cxiict information on the state of opinion in America, acci> 
dent offered a most trusty agent in Bouvouloir, a French gen- 
tleman of good jndgmeDt and impenetrable secrecy. Driven 
from St. Domingo by the climate, he had retomed by n-ay of 
Philadelphia, Now York, Providence, and the neighborhood 
of Boston ; and he reported that m America crerv man was 
tunied soldier, that all tlie worhl crowded to tlie camp of 
Ubei^. The proposition to fiend him bock to America was 
sabmitt«d by De Qoines from Tjoudou through VergL>unes to 
the king, who oonflented. Here is tlie b^iimitig of the inter- 
Tention of Louis XVI. in the American revolutioD. Neither 
hia principles nor his gentimeata inclined Iiim to aid rcljc!- 
lion ; but the danger of an attack from' the EiigUsli was held 
before his eyes, and, on the seventh of Augost, Vei^nnea 
could reply to Do Goines: "The king very much approves 
the mUsion of Bonvouloir. Hia instructions should ho ver- 
bal, and confined to the two most CHcntial objects : the on^ 
* TngBiiiMt to t>e Ouiaeti, VerMllte, 33 June ) 119. XH. 
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to mako to yoo a faitliM report of events nnd of the pro- 
Tailing diepoeitioD of tiie public inind ; tlie other, to secure 
the AniBrione ngMjnst jealoiisr of tir. Canada in for tliem 
the object of distnist : they must be made to onderrtand that 
■we do not think of it at all ; and that, far from envying 
them tlie liberty and indopendenoc wliicli thi-y labor to se- 
cure, we admire tJie nobleness and the graiuleiir of tlieir 
eilorta, have no interest to injure them, and ehall nilli pleasure 
800 happy circiiiiit*tjinew place tlicm ut liberty to frcf^uent onr 
portai the faeilitii* that Uicy will find tixrv. for their commerce 
will fiooTi prove to thera our eatoem." With these instructioDa, 
Bonvouloir ropairod to the Low Countriee, and foimd at Ant 
wcrp au opportunity of embaridng for the oolonie*. 

Befluiiiarchiiis, who was in Kngland as an ciuissary from 
LoniH XVI., eneotinigetl rbo notion that England might seek 
to revive the ancient sympathies of her colonies by entering on 
a war with France. Having seen Arthur Lee, and having r^ 
ceivi^ aceumte accoimts of the state of Ameri<^ from pi-rwins 
newly arrived, he left London abruptly for I*aris, and tlirough 
Sartiuo presented to the king a secret memorial iu favor of 
taking part with the ituturgenta "Tlie Amcriamn," raid he, 
''ore full of the enthuBiasm of liberty, and rceolvc to suffer 
everything rather thaa yield ; auoh a i»eoplo must bo invincible ; 
all men of scuo are convinced tliat the English eolonicd are 
lost for the mother country, and I ehare their opinion.'' On 
the twenty-first of September the subject waa discussed in 
the council of the king. The next day Sartine put a new com- 
mtasion into the bauds of Beaiiinareheus, who retiinied to Kug- 

lULd. 

Yet ttiQ moans of paeifdng America were so obvious that 
Tergennes was hardly able to conceive how the English min- 
jtten could niL^ them. Tlie folly imputed to them was eo mre 
to inrolvQ the lo« of their coloniett that he called iu ((uestion 
the acconntA which he had received. 'Fhe aiiil>a.^''ador in 
England replied : " You say what you think ought to be done i 
but the king of England m the most obetinatc prince aliv^ 
and Iii»ministcps, from fear of compromising thcJr places, will 
never adopt the policy necessary in a great criMS." 

A nioti<m in Congress, by Chase of Matylaud, to send en* 
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TOJB to France with oonditiotial instructiona tliil not preraU ; 
bnt, ou the tweutj-ninth of November, llanison, FrankUn, 
JokusoD, DickinHiiiy iLitd Jay wore apjtointed a secret " cfim- 
mlttee for tho sole purpoee of corrcfipondiiig with iricccU in 
Great Britain, Ireland, aud other paru of the world," aud 
foudfi were ect oade ** for the payment of eucb agents as they 
might send on this sorrice.'' 

Simultaneously, Dumaa, a Swifis by birth, rending iu llol* 
land, the liberal editor of Vattel's work on international law, 
bad wriU«a to Franklin, bis pereonal friend, ttiat "all Kurope 
vHslitjiI the Auusricang the best ftuccesa in the maintenance of 
their liberty;" on tliv twulfdi of Dueetntier iiia congnsaidnna] 
con)mitt«« of eecret comrsiiomiKnce autliorized Arthnr lite, 
who was then in London, to aaccrtain the disixjeidon of forei^ 
powen, aud Dumus, at the XXagae, was chai*gcd with a Bimilar 
committiou. 

Joet then Bonrouloir, the discreet emiseary of Ycrgcnnee, 
airived in Philadelphia; and, through Francii Daymon, a 
Frencbnmu, tho tnuty Ubiuriau of Uil' Library Company in 
tlat cdty, was introdnced to Fraulclia and the other memltets 
of the Mcrct eommittoc, with whom he held ecveral confor- 
enc« by night. "Will France aid asl and at what prioer* 
vere the i]aeetion3 pat to him. " Fnnoe," answered ho, '* is 
well dii^poHed to yon ; if she sbonld (ipvc yon aid. as she may, 
it will l>e on just and erjuitable ounditioos. Make yonr pro- 
poeala, and I will present them." " Will it be pmdent for iu 
to Bend over a plenipotentiary ? " asked the ooiumitteo. " That,'* 
xqiJied he, " would be precipitate and i»ren Imzardouti, for wlut 
paaea in Ftancc is known in Ix)ndon ; but, if yon will gire ma 
BDytliing in charge, I may receive answers well euited to gnide 
your condnct, altbongh I can gtmnuiteti nottiing except tliat 
yonr coniidtnice will not be betrayed." From repeated inter- 
views. Ikinvonloir obtained Bocfa jnet information that bis 
report to the French niiniBtor, though wmfnaedly written, w in 
sabBtance exact, Qc cxi>laiDcd titat ** the Americans hesitated 
about a declaration of independence and an appeal to Franco ; 
that the British king had not as yet done them eril enough; 
that they etill waited to Iiavo more of their towns d(«troyed 
and more of their hon»e8 bumod before tboy would completely 
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abhor the emblems of British power; that a brig wag des- 
patclicd to Nantes for muiiituins of war, and an airouininient 
made for parcbaflin^ tbe eame articles of France hy way of St 
Domiitgo ; tliat skilfal engiauers wura much wajit«d ; tbat 
everybody in tbe cobnicB appeared to bare turned Boldier; 
that they had givea up the Eaglish 6&s, and Itad tahen for 
their deWcM a rattlesnake with thirteen rattles, and a moiled 
arm holding thirteen arrowe." Ilia commtmicatiotts wei-o to 
fonn the subject of tho nioet maim-ntoas deliberation which 
had eiigagwl tlie attention of ii Krencli king for two centurica. 

The want of supplies, which was m ui^ut that two thoa- 
mid men lu "Washington's arriiy were deetitnta of arms and 
unable to procure them, led to a more direct appeal ; ainl Silas 
Beane — a graduate of Yale college, at one time a schiKil-roas- 
tcr, afterward a trader; Tfjiuted in cOTiigreas to be well Tersed 
in commercial affairs; superficial, yet able to ^vrite and speak 
readily and plausibly; wanting deliberate forecast, act*iiraf« in- 
formation, iK)lidity i)f judjjiiif tit, Mjcrfcvi and integrity — finding 
liimeclf left out of tlie delegation fnmi ('onncctirnt, whose con- 
fidence he never po^eaaed, solicited and received from the 
conmiitteo of socret eorrospondonoo an appointmonC A£ com- 
mercial commisdoDer and agent to France. That country, tbe 
committee on the third of March 17TG instructed hitn to eay, 
" is piteiied upon for the first application, from an opinion that, 
if we hIioiiM, OS there is npjieanuice we fihall, come to a total 
Boponition with Great Britain, France would bo tbe power 
vhoGe friendship it would be fittest for nt. to obtain and cultl- 
Tate." The announcement wok to l)e coupled witli a rwjuest 
for clothing and arms for twenty-five thousand men, a hnndred 
field-piecCB, anrl a Kuitable quantity of ammunition. 

For a twelvemonth the problem of granting- aid to the 
American insurgents had been debated in the cabinet of tho 
king of France, and his ministers were irreconcilably divided. 
Voi^^nncfi promoted tho cinandpation of America iritb reeo- 
lutenees and prudence, reiiuiniitg always master of himwlf, 
and always mindful that in point of rank he was bnt a sabor- 
dinato in tlie cabinet of which he yet wiui the guide. The 
quiet and uniform influence of hie department imperceptibly 
overcame tbe scmplefl of the inexperienced prince, who never 
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ooinprehended the far-reaching iriilueiioc of tlie question. Sar- 
tine, the minister of the marine, and St..Gcnnuin, tlie new seo- 
retar^ of war who had heen cilled from retirement and pov- 
ertj to reftirin the ahusce in the French arm^, sustained Ver^ 
gemiee. On the oilier eide, Maiirepas tlio head of tlio cabinet, 
wsE for peace, though hi* frivolity and desire to please left Iua 
opinions to the control of circanutancca. Peace was the choice 
of Malcsherbee, who had tlie firmness of siDcerity, j«t wae a 
man of meditation and fttiidy rather than of action ; and Tnr- 
got was immovable in his oj)positifin to a war with Hritiiin, 

The faithful report from Bonvouloir, the French agent at 
Pliiladelphia, readied Vergemie« in the first days of ^fardi 
1776, and furnished him an tK'«aHion fur hriiigiug heforu the 
king with unusual solemnity tliesc " ooniiideratioiifi : " 

*' Whether France and Spain sliould desire the snbjoction or 
tlie independence of the English eolonics. is problematical ; on 
either liyiiothcsis, titoy are uiciiaccd witti dmigor. 

" The continuation of the cini war may be r^arded as in- 
finitely adt'ontageous to France and Sixain, inastuucli us it •vnU 
exhAUSt the victois and thu vanquidhod; but, oa tlio other 
hind, there is room to fear, timt, tlmt the English ministry, 
feeling tlie insufficiency of its meaner may stretch out the hand 
of conciliation ; or, eooondly, after conquering English Aomf- 
icn, may use it an an instruntent to Riibjngate Enropctm Eng- 
lind ; or, thirdly, beaten on the continent of America, may 
seek indemnity at the exjiense of France and Spain ; or, fourth- 
ly, that the oolouista, on attaining independence, may from 
necessity become concinerors, and, by forcing their surploa 
produco upon Spanish America, destroy the ties wliich bind 
our colonics to their metrupolia. 

"Tbewj different suppfjsitions can almost eqnally conduct 
to war witli France and Spain ; on the first, because England 
will be tempted, by the lai^ force she has prepared, to make 
the too easy conqnestaof which the West Indies offer the oppor 
tunity ; on the second, becanae the »appre«sion of liberty in the 
mother coimtry can Imj effected only by flattering the nationjj 
hatred and- jcalongy ; on the third, through the neocesity of the 
ministry- in ilivert the rage of the EngUfcU people by a miefuJ 
and brilliant acquisition. 
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" Witli the exception of HaTum, no one of the colonics of 
the two natione is in a condition to resist tlio anuUloet poxt of 
tbe forces which Dngkad is now sending to America. "We 
shonld abuse ouraelvss strangely hy believing the English sus- 
ceptible of being held back by motives of public faith and 
treaties £xperiunco has too well proved tliat they m^^ard as 
juet nnd honorablB whatever u; Advantageous to tlmir o^vn na- 
tion or destmctire to tlieir rivals. Knglishmeo of all partiee 
are pergiiadod that a popnlar war againat France or an Invasion 
of IViexicii would terminate, or at least allay, their domwtic di»- 
BensioDR, as well as furnish reaourcOA for tlie oxtiiiguitihniunt of 
their national debt. 

" If tho king and the king of Spain were for war, it would, 
without doubt, \>a nccossary to say to them that Providence 
has maiked out this moment for the humiliation of Kngland 
by fctrikiug her with the blindness which is the sorest pre- 
cursor of destruction, and that it a time to determine the 
moment to strike the decisive ItJcfWfl, which would raviali from 
hor the empire which eho claims in the four qtiartore of 
tlie world. But thin is not the point of view choeea by the 
twti moiiarclis; and their part appears under nctnal circnm- 
etances to limit it«lf, witli one exception, to a eautiou* but 
active foreaight. ' 

" The etmtiiniance of the war for at least one year Is de- 
sirable for the two crowns. To that end the British miuiBtry 
must be maint^cd In the pemuasion that Prance and Spain 
are pacific, i>o that it may not fear to embark in an active and 
oostly campaign ; while, on the other band, the courage of the 
Americund might he kept np by Beoret favors and vague hopes, 
which would asost to develop ideas of independence. Should 
the mother country be victorious, she would for a long time 
need all hor strength to keep down their spirit. 

" If these considerations are judged to be well grounded, 
we ought to continue ^vith dexterity to trtaquilUzc the EngUah 
ministry as to the intentions of Franoe and Spain. It will be 
proper for tho two monarohios to extend to the togtirgents 
secret aid in military Htorew and money, without seeking any 
return for it beyond the pohtical object of the moment; but 
it would not comport with the dignity or interest of the king 
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to treat with tlic iusurgviibi till tiic liber^ of English America 
shall iiave ac<jnire<I consistency. 

"la tliis moment of public danger it is iiidtB|x:iifiable to 
HUSO the citcctivc fotco of the two moniirdiiee to the height 
of their real powia-; for, whatever imiv h« the issae of the 
profient war between Knglaod and hor coloniee, of all onnjec^ 
tures whiclt circuiiutauces authorise, tbo Least probable i& that 
peaoo can be prceerved." 

This diBCUfifflou of American affaLrs was eimultannoiw 'with 
the paasiooato oppoettiou of the ai-ifitovraey of Fmnce to the 
reforms of Tnrgot. Tlie parliament of Paris had just refused 
to register the i-ojal edicts which he had wisely preptired for 
tJiQ relief of the peasants and the meclianics of ihu kingdom ; 
and the registration of titu dccrcxia vtm enforced only by the 
extreme exercise of bis prerogative against a reuiomrtraBce 
of Uie aric^tocracy, who to the la^t resisted the mi-uKurc9 of jiu- 
tioe to the khoring daaaea, aa " confoundiug tlie nobility and 
the clergy with tho rest of the people." 

The king directed Vergennes to commanicato liia memo- 
rial on the colouicd to Turgot^ whoso written opinion npoa 
it waa required. Vergennea obeyed, reoommeiiding to his 
coUoaguc secrecy and celerity, for Spain was aivxiously wait* 
Ing the determination of the court of Fnmoa. Tui^t took 
more than tlirue weekH for delilicmtion, allnwcd fall conreo to 
bis ideati^ and on the sixth uf April gave the king this ad* 
Tioe: 

"Wliaterer may or might to be the wish of the two cmwn^ 
nothing can arrest the coufkc of events which Booiier or later 
will certainly bring alK>at the independence of the English 
cx>Ionies, and, aa an inevitable con»e(pience, a total revolntion 
in tho relations of Europe and America. The Anglo-Ameri- 
can cnthuaiafite for liberty may bo overwhelmed by fnrcc, hat 
tbeir will can never be broken, li their country is laid waste, 
thoy may dispeno themeclTca among the botmdlc«N itiaoces- 
Biblo backwoods, and, item the depths of their rctteats, be 
alwajB ready to trouble the Engliali ostnbUahments on tbeir 
eoasta. If tlieir country m reduced without a univer&al devaa- 
tatitm, the courage of the eolooifits will !« liko a spring, which 
remains bent only so long as an midimiuislied preeenrc weighs 
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it down. The project of the English ministty is tlio moftt ox- 
travBgaiit wliich can be conceived. 

"ShniiM the Euglisli guvcnimont, after CMtly efforts, fail 
in ito plans against the colooiee, it will hardly be disposed at 
fmi-c to form enterprises for compensation at the exjiense of 
France and Spain, when it will hare loat the point of support 
needed for biiccees. 

"TIkj present war will proliably end in the ai*oliiio inde- 
pendence of the coloiiien, and that event irill certainly be the 
epoch of the greatest revohitt(in in tlie commerce and politics 
not of England only, but of all Europe. From tlic prudent 
conduct, the courage, and intelligeuce of the Americans, we 
may augnr that they will take care, above all thiuj<»^, tu give a 
eolid form to their goTemment ; and, as a conseqaeoce, tfae^y 
will love peace and Bock to prcaerve it. 

*'Tho rising republic will have only to open its harbors to 
all nations. Sooner or later, with f:;ood-wi]l or from neces^ty, 
aU European nadcna who have colonic)} will be obliged to leove 
them an entire liberty of trade, to rc^rd them no more m 
subject ppovineea but as friendly atates, diMinct and separate 
oven if protected. This the independence of the Enfrlish col- 
onies will inevitably hasten. Then the illiuion wliieh has 
lulled our politicians for two centuries will be dis]>elled; it 
will !«! -U'cn that power fojmded on monopoly is precarious 
and frail, and that the restrictive aj'stem waa a»ele«s and ehi- 
morical at the very time when it dazxled tlie most. 

*' If this is an evil, there is no way of preventing it. and 
DO courw to he taken but resignation to alxiotutc neocteity. 
The [wncii! which sliall olurtinately resist will none the less 
MO Clieir eolonieri e(«ai>e from tliem, to become their enemiea 
iiutead of their allies. 

*' The yearly coat of colonics in p€*co, the onorraoue cx- 
ponditurci; for their defence in war, lead to the conclnsion that 
it is more ajlvanlageous for as to grant them entire indepen- 
deooe, without waiting for tlia momeiit when events will com* 
pel us to give them up. VTiaa and happy will bo that Datiom 
which ahall fir»t know how to Wnd to the new circunutanoes, 
and consent to «ee in itn colonies allies and not tnibjects. 
Wlien the total iteparatton of America, shall have healed the 
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European nations of the jealousy of commerce, tLere niU. 
exist aiuotig men one great cau^e of war tlie lemf and it ie very 
dlHiciilt not to desire an event wliicli a to ncoamplixb Oils good 
for Che human race. In oar colonies we tdiall sare many uuU> 
ioiib; lUid, if we acquire the hberty of commerce and iiavi^ 
tion witli all tlio uortbcm continent, we shall bo amply 
pemated. 

" Unhappily, Spain has leas facility than any other power 
quit the route tliat she bos followed for two cpnturiee, and 
form to a oew order of things. She has made no prepart- 
tionei to ^ulistitutd for em|)ire over her American provinces a 
fraternal comiertion founded on the identity of origin, lan- 
goage, and manaors, vrithout tlie opposition of intereets ; to 
offer them liberty as a gift, instead of jiclding it to forea 
Notliiiig iti more wortliy of the wiiulom of the king of tipain 
and lii8 council than from tliit; pretwot time to fix their atten- 
tion on the ])ogaihility of this forced separation, and on the 
meaeurca to \>g tuken to ])re[)arc for it. 

" It h a very delicate qnoetion to know if we can, under- 
hand, help the Amcricaua to lup munition or money. Thcro is 
no difficulty in shutting our eyes on their purcbai^ee in our 
porta ; our merchants ore free to eeU to any who will buy of 
them ; wq do not distinguifib the colonists from the English ; 
hut to aid the Americans with money would excite in the Eug- 
lish jiiat ('omplaints. 

"Combinhig all circumstances, it may certainly bo belierod 
that tlie English miuietry doei) not detum war, and utu* preponu 
tions ought to tt-ud only to the mainlenaneo of peace. Peace 
is the preference of the king of France and the king of S[mn. 
Even- plan of aj^reasion ought to be n*jected, firat of all from 
moral reasoniv To these are to lie xddt.>d the reasons of inter- 
est, drawn from the situation of the tiro powers. Spain has 
not in her magazines the requirement* for arming sliijiaof- 
war, and cannot in time of need ussemble a due number of 
Bailors, nor count on the ability and experience of her naval 
ofilcrrK. ITer financee could not suffice for years of extnxH^ 
dinaiy efforts. 

" As for ns, the king knows that, in spite of economies 
and ameliorations since the beginning of his reign, the ox- 
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penditiire exceeds tho revenue bjr twenty mUlion* ; tlie deficit 
can be made gowl only br iin incroue of tAxos, a partial baulc- 
rupUiy, or frngnlity. Tlie Idng from tho first bos rojyctcd Ibc 
method of bankruptcy, and an increase of taxes in time of 
peace ; but fnigality requires notliiug but a firm will. At hia 
accetttsion, bis fiiiauccs were iDvolved, bin army and navy iu a 
state of weaknees that waa ecarcely to have beeu iiiiaginetL 
For flji unaToidable war, resources could be found; but war 
ought U) be ehuimed as the greateet of iniefortuncs, gincu it 
would reader impoeeiblc, perhaps forever, a reform, absolutely 
neceesary to the prosperity of the etate and the eolace of the 
people.'' 

Tnr;got had been one of the first to foretell and to dceirc 
the in(Ie]3endeDC« of llie eolouice as tlte nieanii of regenerating 
the world; his virtues uiado him worthy to be tho fellow- 
laborer of Washington ; hut, mt a minister of his countr}-, be 
loolced at paeeiug events through the clear light of geniiu illu- 
minated by integrity. 

The mind of Prance aspired to offer hberty a home, *' For 
my piirt," reasoned Cliagtellux, " I think there con he neither 
durable Hberty nor bappinees bat for nations who have rcpro 
Buuuitive governments." " 1 think so too," remarkixi (lie oc- 
togenarian, Voltaire. ** Tho right of self-adniinii;tratioii," Eoid 
Malefiherbcs to Louie XVJ., as ho threw op liia minietry, " bo- 
longs to every community ; it is a natnral ri^^ the right of 
reafiOtt. The eafoet coiincil for a king is the nation itself." 
The publio miod applied itself to improving the condition of 
tho common people. Cliastelhix, in bin viork on public foltcity, 
which was just tlien circulating in Paris, with the motto neveb 
mspAm, agn?«,tl with a Sf<tttLib writer ou morals, that '• the 
solo end of all government and the univeibal aim of all phi- 
losophy should be the greatest happiness of tlie greatest num- 
ber.*' Tuigot, by his earnest purpose to restrain profligate ex> 
peuditure and lighten the grievous burdens of the people, 
aeemed called forth by PhDvidence to prop tlie falling throne, 
and hold IkutU tlie nobihty from the fathomless ohaoe toward 
which they were drifting. Yet he could look nowhej-c for 
eupiK>rt but to the king, who had no fixed principle and thero- 
forc no tttability of purpoM. 

TOL. tT.^^1 
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Tittgot, who, like Haleslieriivfi, believed in the imprescripci- 
ble riglit of man to tlie free ii$e ai his powers, wisbetl that the 
executive chief &hould profit by the ooongelg of the collected 
wiHdom of the nation; but he stood n-ithout any Hupport io 
the caUinet. CoiinierK. piirliBinonts, the guilds of tradcsmett, 
(he noble proprietors of lands, opposed him ; Count d' Artois, 
the king's brother, railed at him, aa undenuiaing the oobili^, 
the bulwvk and support of the throne ; the ^kjHcu favorod the 
privileged daaeea Torgot must either thruugb the kiuf^ be- 
come all'prevailiiig, or go into private iife. Hanrepas inainn- 
ftted to the king tlut discontent pervaded Fiance, and tlioC 
it had Turgot alone for its object; that it was not bee* to 
wait for ]m resignation, for Le mig^it give a& hia reasoa for 
the act tliat be waa hindered in tlie accomptishment of good. 
On the twelftli of May, therefore, he waa distuiseed as txaa 
wlio waa not suited to his place. 

Sortine had always supported the American policy of Ver* 
genncs, and had pleaded with tlio king for the ookinive and for 
India. " If the navy of France," raid he, " were at this mo- 
meat able to ax^, Fruice ue^'cr had a fiitrcr opportunity to 
avenge the unceasing iusulta of the English. 1 heaeeoh your 
majeety to consider that England, by its m(»t obcrished intei^ 
^ esta, its natiooikl character, its form of gOTommcut, and ita 
poeition, ia and always will be the true, the only, and the eter- 
naL enemy uf France. Sire, with England no calculation id 
adiiue«ble but that of her intoicets and her caprices ; that is, 
of the hann that shS can do as. In 1755, at a time of perfect 
peace, the English attacked yuiiriihips, proving tlint tliey bold 
nothing a&ored. We have every reasoa to fear that, wltaterer 
may be Ihe issue of tbeir war with the ineui^gents, ihey will 
take advantage of tbeir armament to bdl uiwn your colenies 
or ports. Tour minister woukl be diargeal>le witji guilt if be 
did not repreeent to your majeety the neoeeeity of a<lopting the 
moet effiotciotu mcaaures to pany the bod faith uf your uatu- 
jul rneraiofl.'* 

These saggestions were received with a pueivc acqniee- 
oence; tlie king neither eomprcbendcd nor heodod Turgors 
adviot!, which was pat aaido by Vergenncft ag speculative and 
irrelevant. The oorreepondenoe with Madrid oontinned ; Gri- 
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maldi, tlie Oenooe adTenturer whu otill was nuninter for ioT- 
eigu aSairs, complained of Enj^land for the aid it had rendered 
ttiu eueuiies of Spain in Morocco, iu Algeria, and near the 
Piiilipptnu idv6, approved of sending aid ckndMtinErly to the 
English colonies, and, iu an autugi-spli letter, wittiont the 
knowledge even of the ambaaaadors of the two oonrU, prora- 
bed to bear a jjart of the expense, provided the supplies could 
be scat from Frcndi porta in eiich a manner that tlie partici- 
patiou of the Catholic king eould be difiavowed. When, on 
the tweuty-ajxtli of April, tlio Preucb miuLilry hehl a vonfer- 
SDCc with tJie Spanish omLaesador, to consider the danger that 
menaced Lhe two kingdoms and the necefiBity of prepAriug for 
war, neither Turgot uur Maltwlierhw wa^ prutienL Vergennea 
was left to follow the precedent set b^ England during the 
'troubles in Coraica. After a year's hesitation and re^ijUanoc, 
'the kiu^ of France, early in Muy, iufonuud the king of Spain 
that he had retiolvod, under thu naiiiu of a commercial houjee, 
^to advance a million of frencb livres, about two handred 
doUurs, toward the supply of the wonts of the Ameri- 
can ; tlte Catholic kiiig, after a ^w weekf^ delay, assigning a 
fiUse naaon at faia own treoBiiry for demanding tbe money and 
admitting no man in Spain into the secret of its dcstinatioa 
except Grimaldi, remitted to Paris a draft for a million livros 
mors. Ti> Beauniarvliai-s wtm wa^ fretful at tlie long period of 
iodedsioD on American o^rs, Vergennea replied: "Do not 
think advice rejected because it is not eageriy adopted; all 
alnmtwr is not a lethargy." The French coort rcpolred by 
increasing tlie euhsidy to encourage the ioaurgenls to perse- 
vere; and. In early suuitner, BuaumarcbaiK anaoiinoed to At- 
Uiur r^ee tliat he wan authorized to promise the Americans 
assistance to the amount of two huodred thousand loais d'ore, 
nearly one million of dolkrs. 

Pt>T a moment the friends of the oppress in France hud 
bad a 1>eaQtifuI and a peaceful dream ; bnt it passed away, 
leaving the monarchy of France to totter, and its people to 
awake at the example of the western world, The new min- 
ister of finance was De Clngny. a pnfiigata statesman, who 
at ODoe conciliated support by rononneing all measures of re- 
form;. " To what masters, ye great gods, do ye give np the 
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univeree I " exclMmed Condorcet In parting vritli ll[alwher- 
1)ea, the king discarded Iub tnieat persoual friend ; in Tnrgot, 
French inoniircliy lost its firmest support, the nobility its only 
poasible savior ; but no one was left in the cabinet who was 
able to restrain the government from yielding to the rising 
cnthijfiiasin for America. So tangled is the web of htstorj- 1 
The retirement of the two men who were the aiwtlefl of liberty 
pnehed forward tlio cause of homan freedom, thoagh by ir- 
regular and disorderly raovementa. 

In the early part of the eotitiiry the great philosopher Leib- 
nitz had found traces of the opinions of EpJcums and Spi- 
noza in the IkhiUh that were mo£t in rogue, and in tlie men 
of the great world who were the masters of affaire ; and be 
foretold in conaefiiience & geocml overturn in Europe. *' The 
generonfi sentiment which prefers country and the general good 
to life," he eaid, "is dying out; pnblie spirit is no mono in 
fitshioQ, and has loet the support of good moraln and tme 
nH^on; the ruling motive in the best is honor, and that is a 
principle which tolerates anything but baseneee, doee not con- 
demn shedding a deluge of blood from ombltioQ or cajiriee, 
and might EiifTer a Herostratus or a I>oq .Tuaii to pass for a 
hero ; pntriotism is mocked nt, and the well-intentioned wbo 
epeaJc of what will boeome of poetority, xm answered by fiay> 
hig that posterity may eee to that. If this mental epidemic 
goes on iuereasing, Providence will correct mankind by the 
revolution wliich it must cause." 

Later in the eighteenth century Wesley, like Leibnitz, pro- 
dicte<l tlie appnmch of revolution in EnrojKx Men h-jul more 
and more thrown off Uie importunate fear of an overruling 
Providence, and would no longer know of anything more god- 
like thou tiiemselvcsi. They ivfuscd to look for anything bet- 
ter ; tlie belief In the divine reaeon was derided like the cower- 
ing at s]>ectres and hohgobhns ; and the worship of hnmanitj 
became the prevailing idolatry. Art wmn commieBioood to 
gratify taste; morality had for its office to increase ploamirej 
forgc-tting tliat the highest liberty consiBts in being forced by 
right reaeon to choose the Ijest, men chcri»lie<l iien.iuali.tin as a 
system, and self-indulgoDco was the law of courts and aristocju- 
dea. An unreasoning eelSahn^w aawimed that creative power 
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wao exliaiuitecl ; tlut nothing was to bo done but to keep things . 
as tJiey are. 

To roaonnoe tho scarcli for etornti truth parsed for wisdom ; 
the notion that there can be uo cognition of thv iiuiuutable aiid 
the diritie was extolled as tlie perfection of enlightened cult- 
ure, the liigliefit end of intellectual gtriving. Men clierislied 
no viiaU for anything beyond appearances and vain shuvr. The 
prevailing philuMphy in its arrogance watt proud of itii chains. 
It not only derided tlie infinite in man, hut it jcenrd at the 
thought that there is an infitute with which mcui can oommuno. 
It scoffed at all knowledge that transcends the sensee, and liu- 
itod itself to tho inferior loeeon« of experience ; dethroning the 
beantifni for the agreeable, the right for tlio nsehil, the trne 
for tlie seeming ; knowing nothing of a universal moral gov- 
eniment, referring everytJiiu^ to the self of the itidiridual. 
HoinQ brought tlm system to the test, oad, applying doubt to 
its leaaons, laid bare its oorruptton. His searching skeptlcion 
was the bier on which tlie pliiKisophj- of materialism was laid 
out in state, where all the world might come and see that it 
really was no more. But, while he taught the world tliat it 
led to nothingness, he taught nothing in its ntoad. He might 
oppoee tho war with America, because it threatened to mort- 
' gage all the revenues of tlio land in England ; but, ever wel- 
come at tho BonrboD palace and acceptable to George III., he 
Jtud professed to prove that tyrants slioald not be deposed, 
' that the euthanasia of tho British oon-ititution would be flbao> 
Intiam. Bkopdcism may strike woru.out inatitotious into ruin», 
hut it cannot hnild up a oommouwealth; there must bo a new 
birth in philowphy, or all is lost in the world of rellectiou ; in 
political life there can be no renoradoa but through that iu- 
boni faith in the right which always survives in the people. 
Let the ekeptio arifitocracics aud dvsjK>tl»jas of Europe make 
way for a people who have power to build np the home of bu- 
niauity becaose they have faitii in eternal, unchanging justice, 
and trust in that overruling foresight which brings forth bet- 
ter things out of evil and out of good. 
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CHATTER XXIV. 



TOZ BRmSH SGCOTSS CAETXDA. NOItTR OABOUKA p£(7LASBB 
>»tt INDKPKHDKKCe. 

Jaxdabi-Jult 17701. 

The year 17T5, as it opened, found the British in the im- 
diffj>iitod posBcesioii of all the tliirtecQ Amcrictui colonics. 
Before the campaign for 1776 could begin, thcj* had boon 
drircn from Kcw England, and every guTemor had abandoned 
his post esoopting in N"ew Jrawy, where lie was under aireat, 
(md in MaryUuid, where bo was an oflScer of the propriotary and 
was left free on pnrole. 

The British plan of campaign for the coming fftu^tm wiw the 
earllBSt poeaihl© relief of Quclxic and the recovery of Canadm 
by au anny which wa« to advance by way of Montreal, Lake 
Oeoi^ and Ticonderoga to Albany, and thns insulate New 
England, of which the reduction vrna rttserred to the last. At 
the suno time Howe was to occupy the city of New York and 
quickly reduce the middle states. The harbor of Newport, 
Kbodc laUind, wob m alluring that, witli Tlowe's approval, it 
was to be occupied by a garrison. The winter raontliB, before 
the campaign in the North ooold be undertaken, woe to be 
employed in restoring the king's authority in the South. 

There remiuned near Quebec about four hundred Amerioann 
and as many wavering Caiuuiians. Carlotoo, in the well-pro- 
VJfiioned and Btrongly fortified toirn, had twice aa many aa Wth. 

The chief command of the Americana devolved on Wooa- 
ter, a fnigal New England Calrinist. bred in the hatred of 
popery, inexperienced in wiur, and aged. The Green Honntoin 
boys he sommoned to come down by 6ftic« or even by tens, as 
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fast fts particfi ooiitcl be colleotod ; of Wnghington he asked men, 
heavy cnnnon, and mortars; to congroEs mtd to Schuyler he 
wrote : " "We shall ■n-ant everjlliing " — wen, ordnance, nnd 
money ; " Imrd cash wc mu.st have, or »tar\'e, or qnit tlie coontry, 
or lay it nnder contribution." 

WashiDgton, without waiting to consult congrcaa, rccom- 
mended to Maasaohosetts, Connecticut, and Nvw Ilainpshire 
each to raiee and ecnd funvanl a regiment on behalf of the 
oontiudut ; and the three colomee eagerly met bis call, for they 
stroDglj desired the annexation of Cuiadk Congrcefl ordered 
one regiment from Philadelphia and another from New Jer- 
.■ey, to be soon followed by four or live muru, luid enconraged 
"westem Nt>w Flanipsliire to ('(Jiitribute a n^iiient 

In tbe &rst moments of sorrow at Montgomory'a fall, citi- 
MU imdertook n'itli alacrity a match of niiiny uiiW, t}in:>iigh 
now and over frozun lakiw, wittiout tents, to a country in that 
rigonme season alinoi»t inacoe»)ibie. Tbeir nnanimity, zeal, and 
penererance called forth ho|)es of their aucccse. 

Tbe axpuUion of the Briti&h fmm Boston liad amazed the 
Six Nationti, and btngfat them not to rely on Britisli arms for 
protection. Jamee Deane was sent with a returning dopntar 
tion to treat with tJiem. The twenty-eighth of March was 
given by their greftt ootmci) to act« of <!onRolatiou for tlioee lost 
in the war ; on tbe next day new trees, as tliey expressed it, were 
niaed in the place of «hiefs who had faJlen, and their nomee 
pnblisbed to the Six Xationa. On the thirty-first the confed- 
erated tribes gave each other plodg«B to obeerve a strict neu- 
trality in tbe present qiiarrcL 

But Co maintain a footliold in Canada, there was need of 
tbe strong rapport of its people. The Canadian clerpgr, in tbeir 
2eal for Britain, refused absolution to tbe friends of tlie 
' Americana ; the nobility tliought only for tlie safety of tbeir 
priril^cs ; and, withoat tJie rapport of their priests or their 
feadai soperiora, tbe uncertain people could not be solidly 
oi]gaiiized. Congteea bad no troops except on tdiort enliist- 
[Bwnts. UoreoTor, Quoboc and Montreal were reached mora 
\y from England by the Atlantic and tbe St I^wrence 
^than by the overland route from the colonies. 

For four monthg Wooetcr remiunod tbe hi^^ieet offio^ in 
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Cuiada, tmeqaal to tho etation whicb he liad never sought ud 
from which he waa impatient to ho relieved. Yet ho was ever 
ready, in case of need, to EtacrilEoe M& life for his conntiy. 
lu tho early part of his coDimaod he wi&ely arreiited Camp- 
hell, tlie Indian a^iit of the British, and I jl Come Saint-Luc, 
and sent thetn unt of the province. Ue allowed each parish 
to choose its own olficers, tliiiit iiitroilucing the aj-Etem of aelf- 
goverumeut in towns, lie intcndetl, throngfa committeee of 
safety and committuce of correspondence, to lead the yn.j to 
a CaJtadiau convention which mi^ht send delegates to the 
Auicrit-'on congreee. With Kchnvlcr, who was far the mora 
tcety of the two, he had constant bickeringe, which divided 
the opinion of congrces. 

On the first day of April, Wooster appeared near Quebec 
Scattered on both aidee of the river and at gruit diiitanoeB 
from each other lay aWnt two thousand Americana, of whom 
not many more than half were able to do duty. Ifow to find 
food fur iiwm was a great difficulty. Their batteries were iii- 
BignificaJit, tlieir store of aminunitiun muttt scanty ; there were 
no engineers and few artillei-ists. One half of the troops who 
had wintered in Canathi, ajiil Livingston's regiuicnt of about 
two hnndred Canadians would be free in fourteen days, and 
would certainly refuse to remain. Arnold, who had been made 
a iHigadicr, witlidrcw to Montreal. The Canadittu pousantiT' 
had been forced to fiiniidi wood and otlicr articles nl leas 
than the market price, or for certilicatee, and felt Ihemeelves 
ontnged by the arbitnuinc^ of the military occupation. Of 
the more ettltiTatcd elassi?^ Frunch and EngliEb, E«ven eighths 
were willing to afsi^ in repelling tlie invaders. 

On the twcnty-tifth of Jlarch "the congress, licing of 
opinion that the i-eductiou of Quebec aud the general sccmri^ 
of the province of Canwla were objects of great ooneeni,'* di- 
rected Washington to detach four battalions into Canada. lie 
received the order while yet lu IBcnttun ; having com])leted the 
arrangements for sending to New Tork such troope as were 
then under bis immediate command, he reached that city on 
the thirteentli of April, and made it his tiret duty to spetKl foor 
battalions to Canada, " Too much desjiatcli," wrote congress, 
"cannot be used in sending the battalion to Quebec, as it fre- 
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qnently happenn that a week, a day. even au Lour, proves deci- 
sive." But before IIiJb letter was received the lirigafle wu saQ- 
iiig up Uio Hudson. On tlie twentj-third of April, CongreeB, 
witlieut even cousiUcing the commander-in-chief, suddeolj 
gave Iiim ttie order to dutacli elx udditionul InttalioDH for 
eerrice in Canada, and inquired of tiim if lie could spaTu more; 
Late at oigbt on the twenty-tiftli he received the order by 
cxprese; bia cfibctivo force coaaiBted of but eight tbousand 
throe hundred and one; lio reeigncd himself to the ill-coneid- 
ered votes of congrcea, and detached six of his best battaliotu, 
containing more Uian ttiree tboueond men, at a time when tlie 
British miuistry was directing iigaiiuit New Tork Oiirty thou- 
tajid veteran troops. The command of the brigade was given 
to SullivHJi ; among ita offioere were Stark and Reed of Kew 
Hampahire, Antlmiiy Wayne and Irvine of PtaiuKvIvTmia. 
"At the «uue time," so he wrote to congrese, " trusting New 
York and lludeon river to the handful of men remaining 
here is runuiug too great a risk. The geueral ofiict-ra now here 
think it abeolutely necessary to increaso the army at this plac« 
with at least ten thoiuond metu" 

Bat oongroBS, having stripped Washington of abont half 
hi£ effective force, next ordered that provisions, powder of 
which his stock was very low, and articles of clothing for ten 
tbousntid men, should follow, witii nil tho bard money which 
the New England states could collect. Montgomery had asked 
for ten thousand men ; they were resolved to maintiuD that 
number on tho St Lawrence, leaving ItTaahington very ranch 
to his owu devices for the protection of New York. 

For Camida a general wm wanted not less than an annj. 
Schuyler, owning bimw-If unable to manage the men of Con> 
necticut, projwie^ to himself to resign. Thomas of Massa- 
cboseUa, n man of Hupcrior ability and culture, tliough of lit- 
tle experience, was raised to tlie rank of major-gvneral and 
ordered to Quebec. In the army with which he v^as to hold 
Canada, the small-pox raged ; he had never been inoeuktcd, 
and luB jouroey to the camp was a journey to meet death mi- 
attended by glory, 

IIo was closely followed by Franklin, Chase, and Charles 
Carroll, whom congrees had commissioned to promise the clet^gy 
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a gninmtee of tlieir mtatm ; to mtabliBh. a free preee ; to allare 
the people of Catiiida by the proepect of a free trade with all 
nations ; to set up a govemnKmt for themBeIre«s and join tbo 
federal union. John, the brother of Charles Carroll, a Jceutt, 
aftcnranl arcbbisliop of Baltimore, oune with them iu tliu hope 
of modemting tlic opposition of tlie Canadian clergy. .The 
comniL^ioncra discovered on their arrival a general expecta- 
tion that the Americans would be driven from the pronnoe; 
without hard money and a large army they could not aek the 
people to take part in the war, 

Thomiu arrived uvar Quebec on the lint of May, and «a- 
pltwed ttiwe dnvfl in ascertaining the condition of his com- 
mand. Fie found one thon^ind six hundred lueu, including' 
offioere, beside three hundred whose enlistm^ntii had expired. 
The sick numbered nine laiudnHl, chicHy of the emalbpox 
which had raged among tlie Americans witli exti-eme virultaioe, 
80 that men feared to he near one another, and there were 
officers who adrieed to inocubite all of tht-ni who were liable to 
infection. Of efficient men tiiore were but eevon hundred ; 
and of thcBc not more tlian tlircc hundred eonld he rallied at 
any one place. In all the magwrineB tliere remained but about 
one hundred and fifty ponnds of powder and six days' prori- 
siona. 

On the fifth a council of war ajrr«ed nnanimoosly to pi»- 
parc for a r«treaL The decieion had been dolnye>il trio long. 
Eaily on the MXth, tliree British shipw>f-Wftr, which had fopoed 
their way np the St. Lawrence when it was almost impracticable 
from ice, came into the basin and landed tht-ir marinea and that 
part of tlio twenty-ninth regiment which they bad on board; 
and not far from noon, wliile the Americans were emharfcing 
their aiok and their artillery, aliont one tlmnKand men, in two 
diTisonH, Kallyiiig out of tlie gates of St. John and St. Loma, 
attacked the American eentinela and main guard. Thomas a^ 
tempted to bring Ms men under arma ; but, unablft to collect 
more than two hundred and fifty on the phuiu, he directed n 
retreat, to Deschambanlt, forty-eijf^t miles above Quebec. TIm 
troo]w tied with precipitation, leaving tlieir provisions, cannoUf 
five hundred mmtketa, and nbont two hundred of their sick. 
Of these, one half crept away to the Canadian peasanta, by 
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whom they -weie nnreed wUIi tcndmnew ; Carleton, by pnxs- 
lAmfttion, opened die geacrml lioepital to them alt, with leave to 
return home on thoir recoverv. 

At X^e«eliambanlt it was ordered that the half-starved ermy 
diould not nttompt to make a stand bdow Sorcl. T)io Eng- 
lish in porsnit tnimed the housee of tbo French who had be- 
frieiidyd Oie rehuU, 

On the frightli the forty-seventli regiment arrived from 
Halifax, and, five diri> lati>r, more traJt^rlH and troope from 
Europe, while Thomas retiiaioed fifteen leagut^ below Mon- 
treal, at SoreL That city was approached on the nortb-weet, 
near the pans of the Cwlare, by a party conipoaed of forty 
re^fuhir troope from the Btation at Detroit, a hundred Cana* 
diuiB, and eeveral hundred Indians. The troop* which A)v 
nold 9Qnt to the Cedars mot with dieoomfituree till he went to 
tbeir relief; the Indians violated capitolations by sacrificing 
Ameriean prisoners for tiieir warriom who had fallen. 

Tho .\mericfln eominiiwioners, Franklm and his eolloagtioe, 
obwrved that the invadere had lost tbc affectione of the C^ia- 
dian people ; tliat, for tJie want of liarfl money, they were difl- 
tremed for provisions ; that they were incapable of exact dis- 
cipline, because sent for short periods of service ; that, alwayt 
too few in immbeTK, tlipy were wasta:! by tlie fmall-pox ; and 
they nnanimotuly advised immediately to withdraw the army 
from Canada, fortify the jNieece on the lakes, and station Sol' 
livaiiV brigikde at I-'ori Gixtrge. 

Bnt congreee insolently enjoined Thomas to "display hie 
militayy qaalitiee and acquire laarela.^' Of hard money it 
sent forward all that it bad, wlueh was sixteen hundred sixty- 
two po<imd9, one shilling and threepence ; and, onable to collect 
more, it reaolved to supply the trrtnpB in Cjmada witli provi- 
mooa and elothing from the other colonies It votod t)ie ne* 
cessity of keeping posecesion of the conntrj and of contoeting 
every font of ^jnund, especially on the St. Lawrence U-low the 
month of the Sorel. But the carapa^ in Canada was derided 
before its votes were known. 

At the end of May confusion prevailed in every depart- 
ment of the American army. Their nnmiier did not exceed 
four thousand men of whom three fourths had never liad the 
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BCQall-pox; many of their offioera were inoompetent. They 
were often without meat, and lived hj Icryiag contribntionsof 
meal. 

In the bliadneas of helpless zeal, <m tbe first day of Jane 
ooDgreBs n«oIved " that six thousand militia be employed to re- 
enforoe the army in Canada, and to keepnp the comtnnnieatiou 
with that province ; " it called upon Ma^eachueetts 1o uiako up 
half that number, Connecticut one quarter, >'ew Uainpslure 
and New York the rest; »nd, with a nselesB dereliction from 
Bound policy, it authorized the employment of Indians. 

On that same day the first division of tbe Brunswick 
troops undi;r RiudvM;! airivud witli Bui;goyiKt at Qiictiec, and, 
with the regiments from In^land and others, put into the hands 
of Carleton an army of nine thousand nine hondred and eighty- 
four effective men. 

The Hinall-pox seized Thoniae, tmd he died just a moiitli aud 
a day after taking the command round Quebeo. SolUvan, aiv 
riving with his jxirty at Sore! on the fifth, found the retreat 
in safe progroes, the hoavy bogj^ago and mo«t of the artillery 
already removed to St. Jolm'ti and Chauibly, Assumiug the 
command, he ordered all who were on the retreat to tnm about 
and follow him, nod the eaimon to be brought IacIl *' t asmn 
you and the congress," ho re|Hirt»d through ATaehington to 
congrcNj on the Hixtl), "that I can in a few days reduce the 
army to orilor and put a new face to onr affMrs here. All oar 
operations onght to be down tbe rirer." He ssnt a detach- 
ment, under a aubordinatv general, with one fourth of his whole 
forM to Tlircc Rivera, tlirough a coimtr>- with which he waa 
imacqti^led, and in ignorance of the strength and the posi- 
tiona of tlie enemy, A peasant made known to the l^nglish 
their npproacli. Twenty-fiTO nowly arrived transports, laden 
with troops, had, by Carieton's direotious, be>en piloted ptAt 
Quebec wiihotit stopping ; and they arri%*ed at Tliree (tivejg 
jiuit in time to take part in repelling the attack which was 
gallantly begun by Wa^Tie. The Atuericans wen? driven back 
to Sorel, loung more tlum two hundred men, eliietly m prison- 
OTB, saving tins rest only by Carieton's want of alertnew. 

Tbe remains of the American army encam|»c<l at Korel did 
not exceed two thousand five hundred men ; about a tliousand 
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more wore at other Btations, bnt most of them under mocula- 
tion. Sickueas, want of food, defeat, the tJireefoM superiority 
of the British in iituiihen< and their incomparable tnipcrionty 
in appointments, made reeu^tance impoedbia A council of 
field officers ajl but unauimouslv' advi&ed retreat; Arnold, 
Atitill. mid Hazcu, who wcrw not prescut, were of the same 
mind. i)n the fourtccntb tlie fleet with the Britieh forces was 
coming np Che rirer under full sail ; when, an hour or a littlo 
more before their arrival, Sullivnn, who wao both brave and 
alert, broke up hi» camp, taking awny witli him everything, 
even to ft spade. The guard at Bcrthier retreated by laud, 
leaving uiuo boats behind. 

At C'hambly all the iKxita and baggage were brought over 
the rapids, except tlircc heavy pieces of cannco). Prom MoQ- 
treal, Arnold, with the knowledge of the commissioners of coa- 
greffl, Iin.d sent off mercbaudiae taken from the inhahitjuit* ; 
when the cnomy camo within twelve miles, ho crossotl with 
ttinn; hundred men to Ia Fiauie. All that was left of the 
invading army met on the Berenteenth at St. John's, half of 
tbcm l>eing sick, almost all destitute of clothing, and having 
DO provisions except salt pork An<l flour. ()u the eighteenth 
the oinaeiAtcd, half-naked men, languidly pursued by a column 
under Burgoyne, escaped to Isle-Ani-Noix. 

On tlie day on which Sullivan halted at TsIe-aux-TToix, 
Gates, who had been elected a major-general, was appointed to 
take command of the forces in Canada. Already at Albany 
the qu««tion amra, whether the command would revert to 
Schuyler the moment the anny should he found itouth of tlto 
Canada lino. 

At Ifdc-aux-Noii tlio men fit for duty remained for eight 
days, till the invalids could bo taken to Crown Point. They 
made the voyage in leaky boate which had no awnings, 
witli no food but raw pork and bard bread or unbaked flour. 
A physician who was an eyo-witncss said : " At the aiglit of so 
much privation and distreea, I wept till I had no more power to 
weep." Early in July the fragmeiita of the army of Canada 
reachefl Crown Point. Everytliing about them was hifectod 
with the pestilence. " I did not look into a tent or a hut." says 
Trumbull, ''in which I did not find either a dead or dying 
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man." Of about five dHMuand men, koatied uiuJer tenia or 
mdely built hIiuIb or Imts of bnub, oxpoeaJ to the damp air 
of tlie nighl^ fall lialf were inralide ; more tlian tlilti^- new 
gnirea wero made evei^ day. In a ijtUe more than two 
inontba the nortUcru uiuy lost by dcMrtioii and dcatli more 
than livQ tUoiuaud moo. 

The reduction of the sontbem ocdooiea was to have 1>6en 
finifhe^t before that of Caiuula. 

Martin, tJic governor of North Carolina, had repeutedlj 
offered to ruise a battalion from the Scottish Uighbuder» in 
lliat coluuy, and declared hbuitelf &ure of the allti^aiico of the 
regiil:Ltor«, lut of mc'U wt-ury of iuKurrcction and scrupultuu 
aboot their oatha. Again and again he importuned to be re- 
stored to bis old ranli in the army as lieateiiantrcolouel, prom* 
Liiug the greatest conaeqnaices froui ftueU au appointiueuL 
He ooukt not conceal that ^ tho frenzy " bad taken poasc«mon 
of aU olaases of men around him : y«t he pronuied tbi- min- 
iatry that with ten thouaand stand of arma, to be sent iuuna- 
diatety from England, witb arttliory, ammnnitJou, monej, some 
pain of colore, a military commission for hiiuBuIf. and tlio aid 
of two regiments, he woidd force ft connection with tlic interior 
and raiuo not the Highlanders alone, but tho people of the upper 
country in such overwbebning uumbere u tu re»tor« urder 
in the two Carolinas, "bold Virginia in xwe,'' and nwover 
eTerr colony south of Pennsylrauia. In KngUnd hw advioe 
vaa lidtcned to, except that rank in the army was rofiiMtd him. 

Mulunj^ liimsulf busy with the affuns of his iieighbon^ 
Martin wrote to the British minbtry in mid^uunier 1775 : 
"The people of South Carolina forget entirely their own 
VMkneM and are bluetcring trcajaon; while Charleston, that 
is tho head and heart of their boasted province, might be 
destroyed by a single frigate. In charity to them and in 
duty to my king and coimtry, I give it as my aiuccro opioioD 
that the rod of correctiou cannot be spared." A iwt weeks 
later, I^rd William Campbell chimed in with him, reokoaiug 
np tho many deadly perils by wbioh tht-y were environed: 
"the Indian*;" '*tlie diaiffected back-eoontrj- pooplu ; " their 
own (uteiiil ooudltJou " whore their slarea were Ave to one ; " 
and the power of Britain from the sea.. 
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AlturuiJ by ihmo jumraaccs, ati expedition against the wuth-- 
em oolopius was ordered, in OcUtbcr ITT5, hy tho king liiinaelf, 
wboM zca) and conlideQce were iuilamed hy letters which were 
constantly arriving. In the muiitti ia which the king took his 
resoUitionj Camjiltcll, the governor of South Carolina, wrote io 
un official report ; ** Lot it uot be eutirely forgot tliat Llit> king 
lias duminionH in thin part of Ainerica- What defence can they 
make? Three regiments, a proper detachment of artillarjr, 
with a couple of good frigatee> eome Bmall croft, and a Iwmb- 
ketcti^ would do the wholo husmees here, aud go a great way to 
reduce tieor§^a and North Oarulina to a eenee of thdr duty. 
Chiirlesion ia the fouutain-bead from whenc* all violence fiowa ; 
atup tliat, aud tho rcbolliou in thia port of thu continuut will 
800U 1k) at an end." 

In conformity to the reports of ]kfartin and Campbell, a 
force equal to dereu regimenta was ordered to 1>o iu rcudlQcee 
to sail from Cork early in Doocmhcr. '*X am not apprised 
where they are gitiujj;," tliua Barriiigton, the seeretary at war, 
expostulated with Dartmouth ; " liut, if tliore should be an idea 
of such a foroe marohing up the country, I hope it will not be 
eutorta.iiie(l. Allow nin once more to remind jrou of tho ne- 
eesftlty there Ih in all military matters not to stir a ittep witliont 
full consultation of able military men, aftor giving th^n the 
mf)*t jierfeot kiiowtedgu of tlie whale inattL-r under ctjUMidcr^ 
tdoD, with all ita circiuuBtAnces.'* Tlie warning had no intla- 
esice, for the king would not consult those who were likely to 
disagree with him. The earl of (^omwaUis, tlicn in England, 
wae to command the land forces of the expedition while on the 
way. From the army of Howe, Clinton, who was of the groat 
family of the duke of Newcastle, was detached to reap the honor 
of restoring tlie two CaroUoaf! to their allegianoo. 

Early iit January 1T7H the American oommauder-in-chief 
aaoertaiiied that Clinton waa abont to enil>ark from BiH^ttm on 
a aoatliem expedition. New York might ho its object. Lee, 
whose claim to " the cliaracter of » military genius and the 
officer of expericnee" had not yet been disallowed, desired a 
BOparato command in Now York, After con.Milting .lohn Ad- 
ams, who was then with the provincial convention at Watai^ 
town, aud who pronouncvd the plan to be pmcticnblo. expo- 
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dient and clearly aiittiorized, ^aAliington, uninformud of tlie 
measores already adopted, gave his consent; yet cliai^ng^ Lee 
to "Iceep ulwa^'s iu view Uie declared iuteutioa of ooDgreni,** 
and to commimicatti witfa tliv Now York committee of eafe^, 
wlioee co-operation he liimeelf solicited. 

Leo, who had never comitiaDded so much as one regiment 
before he entered the American army, on his way to Not 
York poreuadcd the governor Jind eoimcil of Conncetieut to 
place two n^iiiiout^ under him. Straif^btway usurping au- 
thority, ho appointed Isaac Soars aiwii^mtadjutant^neml with 
the rank of licutcutuit-colonel. The tidings that Lee, with 
ne&rly tlf tevu liuudrud men of Comiucticut, was advancing upon 
JHew York wiLhuiit notice to itn coiumittco or ita inhabitant^ 
seemed to imply a menace. Wlien its conimittue of safe^ 
wrote to rcf^ncet that tlte troops of Connecticut might not jmub 
the border till the purpose of their comiu|; eliotild ho o.xplaiued, 
Loe muJc a jest of tim luttcr. JUoth portion appealed to the 
general congrcES. 

On the fourth, Lee entered the city of New York, juat two 
hours aiter Clinton, attended by only t^o eompanies of infan- 
try and a few Ilighlandora, anchored in its harbor. Troops 
from the Jerseys at the eamc time marched into town. A 
general consternation ensued ; and, iu spite of the dauf^era and 
sorrowi) attending a flight in vinter, all the wugoni* that ouuld 
be found were employed in removing women and cbildron 
from the city, which for seven years to come was to know no 
peace. The opulent knew not whore to find lialtitjitionft; ttie 
poor, thrown upon the cold hands of exhausted charity iu the 
interior towns, sofEered from complicated wanta. 

Under the harmonizing iufluunco of the continental oom- 
mittoK, Iajc and tlio New York committee held friendly con- 
ferences. Men and boys of nil agee toiled with zeal to raise 
works of defence. To control the Soaod, a fortitication wu 
raised at Ifellgato; on a height wcet of Trinity chnreh, a 
battery was erected fronting the North river ; that part of th« 
old fort which faced Broadway was torn down ; Lee aii<I Lord 
Stirling, crowing to Long Island, marked out the ground for 
on iutretiidicd camp, extending from the WuJlabout to Qo- 
wanns hay; the connection between Long Island and New 
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York was eecured hy a bittery of forty guns at the foot of 
Wall street and uuotlier of tw«i)ty giins a little fartlier U* tlie 
Boutli. Tbe sliip8-of-war witliont firing a gun removed to the 
bay, and Lee profeeaed lo repudiate a reconciliation with iJntain 
unless '' tbe whole niiuistr)' should be condignly pnnished, and 
the king l>clicadixl or dotlironed." 

Clinton, who h&d but toucli&d at New York, pledged liia 
honor that for the prwent no more British troops were com- 
ing tliere, and on the cIcTcnth " with his men and ships left 
the rivor," The seeming suocose of Lo© drew toward him pub- 
lic coufideiice. John Adams, who had oouneelled his expedi- 
tion to New York, wroto to htm comptaoeiitly " that a luckier 
or a happierone had never been projected;" and added : 'HVe 
want you at New York ; we want jou at Cambridge ; we want 
^ou in Virginia; but Canada seems of mure iiujmrtimtrL', and 
tlierefore you are sent there, i wish you tlie laurels of Wolfe 
and Montgomery with a happier fate." " ^VheD I ieare tltis 
place," m Le« wrote to Wushinglon, the "provincial oongresB 
and inliabituut)^ will rela]*gc into their hytttcrice; the men-of- 
war will Tetnm to their wharfs, and the first regpmentfi from 
England will take quiet poweedon of the town." On the first 
of March, on the motion of Edward Kutledgc, congrce^ aft«r 
a warm contcet^ revoked its order to send Lee to Canada, and 
invested him with the command of the eoatinental forces south 
of the Potomac. " As a Virg;iniaa, I rejoice at the change," 
wrote IITashingtoQ, wlio had, however, already discovered tliat 
the ofilfser m mncli courted was b4)th " violent and fickle.*' On 
tbe Berenth he left New York, but not before a complete dis* 
pli^ of hta turbulent temper. lie arrvstcd men at discretion 
He deputed power to Seam to offer a tail oath to a registered 
Domber of suspected persons, and, if th^ zefuBed it, to eend 
them to Connecticut lu irreclaiuiable enenuee. To the rcbnke 
of the New York convention he answered : " When the enemy 
is at oar door, forms most be dispeoeed with ; " and, on the eve 
of hia departure, he gave Ward of Connecticut tlio gwoo])ing 
order •* to secure the whole body of professed torits on Long 
Island." Tbe arhitrary orders were resented by tlie New York 
delectus as '* a liigh linrroaehineiit upon die righte of the rep- 
resentatives of a free people," and were reversed by congreee. 

TDt. IT. — U 
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After the termination of the (?even yeare' war nearij evay 
ono of the Highland regiment, alike soldiers and ofBcvn, 
eettleJ on gmnta of land in America. iSaaj of the inhahitantFi 
of northwestern Sootland, oepocially of the cl&ns of Alacdon&ld 
and Macleod, listened to overtnres from thoee who had ol>- 
taincd conccseions of vast domains anil migrated to tniddlo 
CaroIiDa. Those who went tirst reported favorubly of the 
snnny clime, where every man might hftvo land of hie own ; 
and from the isles of Kasay and Skye whole neighborhoods 
followed, flweetening their (-hange of abode hy aarymg whh 
them their costmne and opinion^ their Celtic language and 

Distinj^hcd above all was Allan Macdonidd of Kjiig»- 
borouph, and his wifo Flora Marilonatd who in 1740 had ros- 
cned Prince Oharloe Edward from hi£ pursuers. Thov re- 
moved to North Carolina in 1774, and made their new home 
in tlie west of Camberland county. She was now about Afty- 
fivo, mother of many children, of middle stattirp, soft features^ 
" nncommonly mild and gentle manners and elegant preeenoe^'* 
Her husband was aged, but still with hair Jet blaok, of a stat^ 
ligQie, and a countenance that exprmeed tntetligenoo and stoad- 
fastneBB. On the tJiird of .Tidy 1775, he name down to Fort 
Jolmfiton and conr>t>rted with Martin how to ruse a battalion 
of *' tlH> good and faithful Highlanders." 

Clinton on his way eoitth oalk-il on T/)rd Dnnmorc in Vir- 
ginia, and remained there ten days. When LonI Dnnmom 
Icann-d from him that Dipe V(_^t rirer was the place n]>jHiinted 
for the meetinji^ of the eeven re^menta from Ireland, to broke 
out into angry complaints that no hoed bad been paid to his 
repreeontatioQs, his Bufferings, and his efforts; that Virgrinia, 
"the firet on the continent for richoR, power, and extent,'' waa 
Delected, and the preference given to "a poor, inngniAoant 
colony," where there were no pilots, nor a harlwr that oonld 
admit half the fleet, and where the army, should it land, ranst 
wade for many miles thn>ugli a aandy pine barren before it 
oovid reach the inhabited part of the country. 

Martin, who was daily expecting tho Britiah army, mode 
haste to prepare a proclamation which was to twot dawn all 
opposition. ** His nnwearied, persevering agcal," Alexandar 
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Kaclean, bronglit writton aesimtncog from the principal per- 
sons to ivbom ha had been directed to apply, that between two 
and tlirGe tbonsand meu^ of whom about biilf were well iirmcd, 
would tiike the Betd at tlie goTCrtior's nninmons. Under this 
'enconragement a commiseion was made ont on the tenth of 
January 1776, oathoriziDg Allaji Macdonald of Kingaboruugh, 
with eiglit other Scot* of Ouuiberlaud and Ansuu, ajid seven- 
teen persona who roeidod iu a belt of couutiot in middio Caro- 
Jina and in Ilowan, to raise and arrar and, by the fifteentli of 
February, march all the king's leyal eabjects iu a body to 
. Bmoswick, on Cape Fear river, opposite to Wilmington. Don- 
old Macdonald. then in his sixty-lifth year, was to command 
the army ; next him iu rank came Duuald Maeleod. 

A meeting of the newty otjmmisKioned olBoers was warn* 
moned for the fifth of February at Crow creek, or, as it ig 
now called; Fayetterille. At the appointed time all tlic Soots 
ajiptiarcd, and four only of the rcet. The tnuttworthv Scots, 
who promised no more than fieron hundred men, adrieed to 
await the arriTal of the Briti&h troops; the other royalists, 
boosting that they could orraj tive thousand of whom fiva hun- 
dred thoy eaid were already imbodied, prevailed in their de- 
mand for an immediate rising. 

CoUeeting the Highlanders and remnants of the old regu- 
lators, Don.itd ^facdonald, on tlic eighteenth, began hid inarch, 
and at evoning encamped on the Cape Fear river, four inilos 
below Fajotteville. On that fame day llhtoore, who at the first 
'menace of danger took the field at the bead of his regiment 
and then lay in an intrenched camp at Itockfish, was joined 
hy Lillington with oue hundred and fifty minute-men from 
Wilmington, by Kenon with two Knndre<l of tlio Duplin 
militia, and by Ashe with aboot a hundred volunteer rangers; 
so thiit hia number \tos inereoaed to elevcu hundred. 

On tlio oinctoontb, Macdonald ecnt Martin's proclamatioQ 
into the American camp, calling on Moore and his troops 
to join the king's standard, or to be considered as enemies. 
Moore, in his instant reply, besought Macdonald not to array 
the deluded people under bis command against men who were 
reftnlved to hazard ovfrytliiug in defence of the libertioB of 
mankind. Macdonald pn>ra])dy rejoined : " As a soldier in bis 
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majeaty'a Benrioe, it is my duty to conquer, if I cannot nclaim, 
atl those who ma_y be bnnlv enoQgh to take Qp anns against 
the bent of maistcTK ; " and tie paraded \m party viUi a view to 
assail Moore in the coming nighc Bat the camp at Kockfiflli 
was too strong to be attempted ; and, at the bare so^icioa of 
Buch a project, two companies of Cotton's loyalist corps lan off 
with their arms. 

Knowing that Caswell, at the hesid of the minuto-men of 
Newbem and othere to the number of six or eight hnndp&d, 
were marching tlinHi^b Dupliii county to effect a jnnctioD 
with Moope, Macdonald became aware of liiB extreme danger. 
Cut off from the direct road along the Cape Fear river, li« 
resolvrd, by celerity of morcinent and crowing stnyuns at tin- 
expected piacca, to ditKugage hinisulf from the larger force at 
Boektish, and encoanler the party with Caswell alone. Before 
moving, be urged his men to fidelity, expressed bitter scnni of 
" the base cravens who had deserted the night before^" and 
continncd : " If any among you is m faint-hearted as not to 
serve with the resolution of conquering or dying, this ig the 
time for euch to declare tbemHelvea.'' The speech was on- 
Bwered by a general huzza for the king; but from Cotton's 
corps about twenty men laid douTi their arinH. The corps then 
proceeded to Fayettevillc, crossed the Cape Fear by night, 
BOJik tbcir boats, and sent a party tifteen miles la advance 
to secure the bridge over Sonth river. Thia the main body 
pasecd on the twenty-6ist, and took the direct route to Wil- 
mington. On the Bame day Moore detached Lillinjrton and 
Aahe to re-enforce CaaweU, or, if that could not bo cUuctcd, to 
occapy Mooro> Creek bridgo. 

On tlie following day the Soots and regnlatora drew near 
to Caiwcll, who perceived tlieir piirpow, and, the more effectu- 
ally to intercept their march, changed his own eouraa On 
tlie twenty-third they titought to overtake him, and were 
arrayed in the order of battle, eighty able-bodied ILighlaod- 
ers, armed with broadaworda, forming the centre of the army, 
Caswell waA already postt^ at Corbott's Ferry, and enitld not 
be reached for want of boats; but, at a point six miles higher 
up the Black river, a negro ancoaeded in raising a broad, shal- 
low boat that had been sunk ; and while Maclean aud Frawu-, 
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witli a fow men, a dmm, and a pipe, were left to amiise Cas- 
well, tbe main body of the loyalifits croeaed Glack river near 
what ia now Newkirk Bridge. 

On tiio twcnty-fiftli LUlington took poet with liia email 
party on ibe eaat side of the bridge over Moore's Oeek. On 
tlio afternoon of the twenty-si xtli Caswell reached it* west 
side, and, raising a smnll brenftwork and deetroying a part of 
the bridge, aw^oJted the enemy, who on that day advanced 
within six milea of him. A messenger from the luyalit^ts, Mint 
to his camp ander the pretext of sammouiug him to return to 
hU allegiance, brought hack word tliat he had halted upon the 
aame side of the river with themeelves, and could be attacked 
with nilvantage ; but the CaroUiia comniimdur Iiad no !>u»ner 
mided bis enemy than, lighting up Jirce and leaving them 
bitruiiig, he croescd the crock, took off the plonks from the 
bridge, and placed \m mcD behind such ulight iutruuchmuuta 
as the night penmttcd to be thrown up. 

The loyalists, expecting an eaity ^netoir, nnanimously 
agrtMtd that his camp should be aoiniilted. His force at tliat 
time amounted to a thousand men, eongUting of the Newbera 
minute-men, of militia from Craven, Johnson, Dobbe, and 
AVake eoimtice, and the detachment under Lillington. At one 
o'clock in the morning of the twenty -Beventh the army of 
^facdoiiahl began their march ; hut It waA within an hour of 
daylight before they reached tlie western bank of the creek, 
and found that Ca&well and his force liad taken post on the 
opposite (ude. The Scots were now within Iqh than twenty 
miles of Wilmington ; orders were directly given to reduce 
the columns, and to form the line of battle within the verge 
of tlie wood ; the rallying cry waa. " King George and broad- 
swords ! " the signal for the attack, three cheers, the dram to 
bett and the pipea to play. It was still dork ; Maeleod, who 
led the van of abotit forty, was challenged at the bridge by 
the Carolina aentinelF. Of the bridge notliing hod been left 
bat the two logs, which luul Mtrvod as sleepers. Moelcod and 
John Campbell rushed forward and suooeeded in getting over; 
Higbkridere followed witli broadi^word^ Ikfaeleod, who was 
greatly esteemed, was mortally wounded ; he was seen to rise 
repeatedly from the ground, encoura^g lus men to come on, 
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till lie rocekcd many balls. Campbell likewise fell. In a vciy 
few minntos tiio aaetiitanta fled in UTetrierable despair. The 
Americans Itad but three wounded, one only mortally ; of their 
opponents, more than thirty were killed or mortally woonded, 
most of them on the bridge, from which they fell into the deep, 
mnddy creek. 

The fngitirefl could never be tallied; during the foDowin^ 
daj liacdomild tiieir general, snd others of the chief men, 
were taken priaoners ; among the r»t, SlacdonaUl of King^ 
borough and one of his sons, who were at first confined ta 
Halifax jail, and afterward transferred to Keading in Pennsyl- 
vania. Kight or nine hnndred common aoldiera were taken, 
disarmed, and dismiaaed. Thirteen wiigooB, with complete aete 
of borees, about fifteen bundrwi rifloe in excellent condiliaD, 
threo hundred and fifty gona, one hundred and Rfty swordBp 
two madlcine-elieBts jnst received from England, and a box 
of guineas and other gold coin, fell to the Tictore. 

Ab the ddingK of danger to the pulilio liberty spread 
throngh the colony the patriots took np arms in untold nam- 
bars, mmored to exceed nine tlionsand. Hoore, under orderv 
from the council, disurmcd the Highlandcta and regulatora of 
the back country, and imprisoiii:4] the ringleaders. The meD- 
aced invasion under Clinton caused no terror. Ahnoeit ktvtj 
man wag ready to turn out at an hour's warning. Kortli Out^ 
Una huxl iDcu enough of her own to cmsh domestio insnireo- 
tiond and repel eneinies front abroad ; and« is tliey marchod in 
triamph through their piny forests, they were persuaded that 
in their own grovoa they could win an easy victory over Uril- 
iah re^krs. The terrors of n fate like that of Norfolk ooold 
not dismay the patriots of Wilraington. 

North Carolina, proud of its t*ictory orer domestio ene- 
mles> and roused to deflanoe by tlie arrival of Clinton in 
their great river, met in congreSB at Halifax on the fourth of 
April ; on the eighth appointed a select comuiittoe, of whicli 
Harnett waa tlie head, to coiLiider the uaurpatJoatt am) violences 
of the British parliament and king; and on tlic twelfth, after 
Ualeniiig to ita report, unanimously "empowered their dele- 
gates in the oontinciitul congrut« to concur nith the delegatea 
of the other colonicfl in declaring independency and forming 
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foreign alliaiioue." At tlio tuuuu tiinu, thuy reserved to tUeir 
colony the eole right of foraiing its owa wostitation and hyvs. 
The people of Xorth CaroUua were the first in Aiueriva to 
vote an osplicit sanctioa to iiiUcpcadcncc. 

The border coIodj on tho south h^ 6ho\m equal decision. 
So early as July 1775, Sir James Wright, the able governor of 
Groorgia, had franUy written home : " Grod gnmt conciliutoiy 
moasured may toko placo ; there ie not an honr to be luec ; the 
state of aS:ua will not admit of the lea^t delay." The peoplo 
of Georgia met in uougroM ; a council of safety maintained an 
exeontive euperriuon ; tocal affairs were left to parochial com- 
mittees ; but the crown offioera were not moIcAtcd. The mi' 
htia utficeni wunt compullud to iiign the a^iociation, and a ship 
which arrived with two hundrud and four slares was forced to 
go away without liuidiug theiu. in September two hundred 
and fifty barrels of powder were taken by the "liberty '' peo- 
ple from a veeeel at Tjbee. 

** Twelve months ago," aoJd the people of Georgia in 1776, 
'' wo were declared rubelt), and yet we meet with no oppon* 
tion ; Britain may destroy our towns, but we can retire to the 
boek country oJid tire her uut.'' On the appearauoe of a eutall 
squadron in the Suvannoli, Joseph Hatwishamf on the eighteenth 
of January, with a party of volunteers, conBned Sir James 
Weight under a guard in his own bouse. The other crown 
officm eitlior fled or were seised. 

The provincial oongreea, which aijAemblcd in Savannah on 
the Bocoud of February, elected Archibald Oullooh. John 
Houstoun, Lyman Hull, Button Gwinnct, and Qoorge Walton 
their delt^tee to the oontinental cougroas ; and, being so re- 
mote from the seat of congrcsa, they declined to give tbem any 
Otber iostmction r.han this : " Keep in viuw tlie geueral utility, 
remembering tlmt the great and rightoou^ cause in wliicli we 
are engaged is not provincial but coDtincntal ; and concur in all 
meii£nre6 ealculatcd for the common good.** In thiu way the 
delegates of Geotgia were left free to join in declanng inde- 
pendence whenever it should be the choice of the continental 
congroM. 

A few days after this instruction was adopted, the royal 
governor, taldng with him the great seal of tlte province, 
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WM proved hy intercepted letters ; so that neceeeity eompeUed 
the adoption of some adequate systeui of rule, 

Wbila a coiumittee of vluveii was preparing the orffude 
law, Gadsdeu, on the tliirteenth, began to act as eeuior officer 
of tlie army. Companies of DiiKtia were called down b> 
ChaTleeton, ajid the militaty forces augmented by two regi* 
ment« of riflcDiea. lu the early part of tbe year SnUlTiu^s 
Isluud was a wildcjiicee, thickly coverwl witli myrtle, IivckmlIc, 
ftnd pahuotcos ; there, on the eocond of Marcli« William Monl- 
trie vrsui ordertKl to oomptote a fort lai^ enough to hold a 
tlioiinnnd men. 

Within five days after the conTcntion received the act of 
parliament of the preceding December vhieh authorized the 
ca]>ttiru of Amerieu) vesselM and property, tliey gave op the 
lioije of reconciliation ; and, on tlie twenty-sixth of March 1776, 
BEserting " the good of tbe people to be tbe origin and end of 
all goTemment," and cuuiuumtiiig the unwamuitiiblo acts of 
the British parlifunuut, the iinplucabiUty of tho king, and the 
Tioleoce of his otficere, they eetahliahed a conetitutiou for Sootli 
Carolina. Tho cxecutire power woe lutnistcd to a pnsidcat 
who wafi endowed witli a veto on l(^:ialation and wae com- 
uaudur-in -chief ; tbe congrees resolved iteelf into a gcui^ul 
aeBcmbly, till their saccesson; should be elected by tlie people 
in tho foUo\ring Ootobor. The numerous and arbitrary tvpre- 
BGUtatioii, which had prevailed originally in the oommilteu of 
1774 and liad been oontiDued in the flrat and second cungnsas 
of 1775, was coufinned by tbe new instrmneat, no tliat Charles- 
ton kept tlie right of Keiidiug ttarty members to tlie general 
assembly. Tbe old Uwb prescribing tbe qualiiication» of tba 
electors and tbe elected were continued in force. A legislative 
council of thlrtuen was to be elected by tbe aaeembly oat of 
tlieir own body ; the assembly and tlio Icgifilatirocoundl elected 
jointly by ballot tbe president and rice-preeidcnt. Tbo privy 
comidl of seven was oompoeod of the vice-president, three 
members choeeo by ballot by tho assembly, and three by the 
l^Ulative council. The judges were chosen by joint Ixillot of 
the two brancbw of the IcguUture, by whose addroe« they 
might be removed, though otherwise they wero to hold office 
daring good behavior. 
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On the tweoty-aeTeiitfa, John Rutledge waa chosen preai- 
(lont, Henry Laurena vice-president, and William Henrj- Dray- 
ton chief jnsticc On ac<«ptitig office, Katled^ Addressed tho 
general aesarably: "To preaide ovor tlie welfare of a brave and 
generous [)eop!e h in my opinion the hi}^hi!st houur any man 
can recoivB. In bo periloiw a Reiii<on as the present, T will not 
withhold my beet semcee. I aasare myself of reoeiring the 
support and aasiatance of eveiy good man in tlie colony ; and 
my most fervent prayer to the omnipotent Ruler of tlie uni- 
verse is, that tinder his gracious proridence the liberties of 
America may be foro7er preeerved." 

On the next day the oatha of office wcru a^lniiulstcrcd ; 
then, to dispLiy tlie oxiatenoe of tho new oonetitntton, tlie 
comacil and assembly, preceded by the president and vice- 
president and by tho ehcrifP bearing the eword of state, walked 
out in a solemn procoesion from the statc-houdc to the ex- 
change, in tlie presence of the troojis and the militia of South 
Carolina. The people, «ith rapture and tears of joy, crowded 
round the men whom they bud cbosoD to ofiice from among 
themselres. 

Early in April the legtslatire bodies addrea%d the prera- 
deut : " Cou^ious of oar natural and unahenable rights, tnd 
determined to make every effort to retain them, we see your 
elevatkm from tjie midst of us to govern tbiB conntrv. ae the 
natural consequence of unprovoked, cruel, and accumulated 
opproasions. Ohoeen by tliu suffrages nf a free people, you 
will make the constitution tlio great rnle of your conduct; in 
tho discbarge of your daties nnder that constitution ^re will 
support yon with onr Uvea and fortunes." 

In words penned by Drayton and Cotesworth Pinekney, 
the aeeembly coudt>mQed the British plan of sending eomrais- 
sionem to tivnt with tlis several colonies se a fraudulent 
Bclieme for subverting their liberties by ncgotiationi?, and re- 
solved to communicate with the oourt of Great Britain only 
through tlie continental congress. 

W lien, on the eleventh of April, they closed their sesdon, 
" On my part,'" siud Rutledge, ** a most solemn oath has been 
taken for the ^thful disciiorgo of my duty ; on yours, a sol- 
emn aMDinnoe fata boon given to support me tberotn. Tbo 
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oonstitution shall Ire t]ie Inramble mle of my eoDduct. I ro- 
poee the most perfect confidence in jonr engagement. If any 
persoiu m your parishes aud districts are etill strangers to the 
meritci of the diuputi: between Great Britain and the colonlei^ 
yon will explain it to them fully, and teach tliem their inhe- 
rent rights. The endeavors to engage barbarous nations to 
imbrue their bands in the innocent blood of helpless 'women 
aud eliildrcn, aud the attempts to make ignorant domestics 
snbeerviont to tbo most wicUod ptirpowe, tn acts at which 
huinaaity must revolt. 

"Seeing no nltemativD btit nnconditiomil fiubminwon or a 
defence boeoming men boro to froedoni, uo man who is worthy 
of Ufu, Uberty, or progjerty will hesitate about the choice. Su- 
perior fort!8 may lay n'atite our towns and ravage our oounllT, 
it c;an iicviT eradicate from the breasts of free men those prui< 
ciphw whic:h are ingrafted in tJieir very nature. 

" Of this colony the reputation for generosity and magna* 
nimity is nniversolly acknowledged. I tnut that the only etrife 
among brctlireu will bo, who sliaU do moet to eerve and to saro 
an injured country." 

On the twenty-third of April tlie court was opened at 
Charleston, and tl»e chief jiutioe after an ehiboratc exposition 
citargcd the grand jury in these words : " The law of the land 
authorizes me to declare, aud it is my duty to det^lare the Uw, 
that George III., kliig of Great Britain, hag abdirnted tlie gov- 
ernment, that he has no authority over ua, and we owe no ube> 
diencs to him. 

" It biw been the policy of the Brideh authority to cntnp 
and confine our trade so as to be subiervient to their com- 
merce, onr real interest Iwing ever out of the (jnestiou ; the 
new conrtitiition 'a wisely adapted to enable us to trade with 
foreign nations, and thereby to eopply onr wants nt the cheap- 
est markets in the universe; to extend onr trade !nfinit<;ly 
beyouil what hae vver l>con known; to encourage manufuctures 
among ne ; and to promote the happiness of the people from 
among whom, by virtue and merit, the pooreft man may arrive 
at the highest dignity. The Almighty ureated America to be 
independent of Britain; to refuse our labors in thi£ divine work 
ie to refuse to be a great, a free, a pious, and a hapjiy people I ** 
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Rutlcdgo wu eqaal to the office whiclt he bad accepted ; 
order aiid mctliod grcv at ODce out of tlie sabstitntiun of a 
single exocatire for committees; from him the ofBcers of the 
regiments, as well as of the militia, derived tiieir conuuiaaiona. 
To prc^Miru for the Brititib anny aud naval sijuadron which 
■were known to be on the way, the mechanics and laborers of 
Charleston, nasiitcd bj great tiumbers of ucgrocti from the 
comitry, were employed in fortifj-ing the town. AVlien the 
Toteran Armstrong arrived lo take the command of the army, 
Ite found little more to do than receive the boepitalitiee of tbe 
inbnbitantg. 

The British fleet and transports deeigued to act in Carolina 
did not leave Cork harbor till February ; they were Kattcred 
\hy a storm soon after going to sea; tlicy met mort violent 
adverse galea and winds ; and not till the third of May, after a 
paeeago of more than eighty days, did Sir Peter Parker, Com- 
valtis, and euch ahipe na kept tliom company, enter Cape Fcfll 
.river and ilebver to ClinCon ba intitructione. Theeo inetruc- 
tions directod him to proclaim pardon to all bat '* the princi- 
pil InatigatorB of the rebellion, to dii»otve provincial congrcesee 
and committeea of eofo^, to restore the pegnlar nilmimBtration 
of justice, to arrogt the poreona and destroy the property of all 
vho should refuAo to give satisfaotoiy teats of their obedienoo." 
"From North (*arolina he might proceed ot his own clioice to 
Virginia or to South Carolina, in liko manner "to seize the 
persooB and destroy the pro]>erty of rebels." If be proceeded 
to Sontli Carolina ho was to reduce Charleifton, as a prelude to 
the fall of Savannah. 

AM joined *' to lament the fatal dckya." It was too late 
Ju> invade North Carolina, wlucli had mppreiwcd 'tin loyal in- 
surrection. With tlie fomiidaf)Ie armament Clinton incltnod to 
look iuto the Chceaiwakc, wluch would bring him nearer New 
York ; but I^rd William Campbell ni^^ an attack on Charlea- 
ton ; and, as intolligonee was received " that the works erected 
by the rebels on Snllivan'^ Uland, which waft tbe key to tbe 
harbor, were nnfiniahed, Clinton aoqnicseed in the [woposal of 
the commodore to attempt the reduvUon of that fortress by a 
Buddc-u attack.*' 

Before leaving Ids govenmient, Martin had a^it a poity to 
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bnrn the lion&e of Hooper, the noblo-mindcd delegate in the 
oontinental congress; Com^valli% with nioo hnudred men — 
it was bis first ccploit in Amurica — laiidi^l iu Bnuisvrick 
county, aad, with a loss of two men killed md ooe taken pris- 
oner, burned and ravaged the pUnt&tioD of Bobert Howe. 
As the UritiHh rctlrcd from North Carolina, Cliutuii in a 
proclamation of tlie fifth of Hay invited tho people '' to a{^ 
peue the rengeanca of an inoensed nation," and ofTered por^ 
don to all who would euhmit, except Boboi Howe aud 
Ua0 Harnett 

The peace of Chai-Ieaton was nndistnrbod except by gather- 
ing ramors that an English fleet and transpwu had arrived, in 
Gape Fv&r river. Iu citizens, taking courage from the effi- 
ciency witli which tlie government of tho colony waa ad- 
ministered, toiled in the trendies ; and bunds of negnjOH from 
IIm neighboring plantations ivere emptoyed n]ioii the works. 
THie bloom of the magnolia waa yellowing, when, ou tlie fijwt 
day of June, expressed from Chrint Ohuruli parish bron^it 
news to the preudent that a Beet of forty or tifly nail lay 
ancliorcd alintit twenty milee to the nortli of Cltarlonttm bur. 

HntU-dge ordered the alann to be iu-ed ; and while tbe 
townsmen were looking out for horses, carriages or boats to r^ 
move their wires a:id cdiildron, ho called doiivn tho militia from 
the oountry by exprcaeee, and, in company with Anuatron^ 
who arrived toward the end of April, visited all tlic fortifioa- 
tiona. Barricades were tlirown up ocroes the principal streete ; 
def«iioeB were raised at the points most likely to be eelectad 
for landing ; lead, gleaned from tho wcighte of windows, was 
oast into niuskct-balla; and a respectable force was couoen- 
tred at the capitol. , 

The invadent nf South Carolina hod come only upon the 
most potdtive Msiirances that tlie friends of the Britiah gov- 
ernment in tho province would ri«e ai their Ion? appearitnoe. 
At a motneut when instant action was essential to their eoo- 
ceaa they were perplexed by uncertainty of counael betwean 
Clinton and Sir Peter Parker, the reepecUre oouiniandcrs of 
the army and the naval force. (>n the eighth Moultrie re- 
oeiTod from Clinton the proclamation, in which the British 
general declared Che exidteuee of *'a moat unprovoked and 
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wicked rebellion "vtilhia South Carolina," the " encceeBion of 
crimee of its inhabitants," the trr&nny of ita congre^ and cnm- 
mitteo^ the error, thus far incorrigible, of an "infatuated and 
mi^goidf-'d mxUtitttdc," tho doty of "procwding forthwith 
Bgaiuet all bodtee of men in arms, congmsee, and committcce, 
as open enemies of the state ; " hnt " from hnmanity " ho con- 
Bonted ** to forewarn the deluded people," and to offer in the 
' king's name " free pardon to eneh as Bhonld lay down their 
armn and submit to tlie laws." Having done this, he oonsnited 
Comwallis on the best means of gaining possession of Sulli- 
vsji'k Island ; and both agreed that they eould not more effec- 
taally coo]>erat« with tlte intended movement of the fleet than 
by landing on Long Island, which was «dd to communicate 
with Snlhran'fl Island at low water hv a. ford. Clinton had 
had four ilnyt" time to aooud the ford ; but he took tlie story of 
its ehallownesB on trust. 

- General Lee trsTelled leisnrely to the south, in H&rch tdc- 
iBff np his qnartors in the palace of tho Britiah governors at 
Williaraflbtirg. Aa queruloos as ever, he praised the congreas 
of New York as aogols of light compared with the Virgiuia 
committee of safety. He directed the arrest of Eden, Che g07- 
emor of Maryland, without ceremony or delay, thoiigli that 
province was not within his district, and Tvsonted tho interfcr- 
enoe. Not till the fourth of Jwie did he reach Chftrloston. 
On the ninth, attended by hia aidett-de-eamp and by Robert 
Howe of North Carolina, be inspected Iladdrell's point in 
the bay of Cliarleston. After examining its fortifications be 
crossed Co SulliranV IslaiuL, whcru he found a fort of which 
the front and one side were finished; and twelve hundred 
,.3Den encamped in itti rear in booths that were roofed with 
pdilmctto leaves. Within the fort, mechanics and laborun were 
lifting and fitting heavy pahnetto logs for tts waUa. He had 
Marce glanced at the work when he declared that " he did not 
like that post ; it ootild not hold oat half an hour ; there was 
no way to retreat ; " it was hot a " alanghter pen,'* and the 
garrison would he aaerifioed. 

The battalbns raised in Sonth rarolinn, althongh congress 
: its proportion of their cost, still remained under the direc- 
tion of tho preadent of the colony and its ofScers. This dr- 
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camstanee 'beeamo of tbo greatest importance. To Armatrong 
no command whatever had been conceded ; Lee woa iuvcstod 
with the military command onlj through aii order from ItaV 
l&ige. WeelcH afterward he continued id scoret to exprosa tia< 
pftttenoo at " this complex play they were acting of Uube and 
no Duke ; " * but with ilutledge he took care to avoid a rnptura. 

On tliat same day CUuton landed four or &va hnndred men 
on long Island, showing that the first attack was to Im! made 
on till! outpost of the city. Lee proposed to Rutledge to with- 
draw from Sidlirau'a Island without a blow; but Uutledge, 
interposing his atithority, would not suffer it ; yet on tlie icaih 
the very tirst order of Lee to Moultrie, except one which was re> 
vokod as soon o£ ieeucd, directed that officer to constmct bridges 
for his retreat, and he repeated and enforced the order eeveral 
timea that day and on almost every tmceoeding one. Happilj 
Moultrie's courage was of that placid kind that could not be 
made anxious or uneafiy ; he weighed carefully his danger nod 
his resources ; witli imperturbable confidence, formed his plan 
for repelling the impending attack by sea (uid by limd ; and 
never axlmicted the thought that ho could bo driven from Lis 
post. 

On the tentb, while the continental congresa was finl^ng 
the debate ou iudejicudence, the Briatol, whose guna had been 
previously taken out, came over tlie bur, attendi.-d by thirty or 
forty veeeels, and anchored at about three milee from Fort 
SuUivau. Li CharleatoQ, from vliioh this movement was di»- 
tinctly visible, all was action; on the wharCB^ varcboosee of 
great value woro thrown down to give room for the fire of 
cannon and musketry from tho lines along East bay ; iDtrcncb- 
monts suTPoundcd the town ; tho barricadee, in the principal 
streets, were continued to the water; and arrow-headed em- 
bankmentH were projected upon the lauding-placeii. Every one 
without diftinctiou *' labored with alacrity " in son and in 
rain. 

On the eleventh the two re^menta from North Carolina 

arrived. That same day Lee, not being permitted hy liuU 

ledge to direct the total evacuation of the island, ordered Moxd- 

trit immediately to send four huudnxl of his men over to the 

* CtiMiet Lm to PUtUk Ettay, iO Jnljr UTS. 
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coutbeat ; in bis poatscripf be added : " Make up the detach* 

iiitnt to five hundred." On tho tUirieciith bo writes: "Yon 
will detach another liundred of men '" to Ktivngtheii the corps 
oil the Other side of the creek. But South Carolina was with 
MouJtric, aud uicduuics mid ne^^ro Uhorera were eeut down to 
help iu tho work on his fort. On the twelfth the wind blew 
so violently that two ships which lay outside of the bar were 
obliged for safety to stand out to sua, aud this aaosted to {>08t- 
ponc the attack. 

On the fifteenth Lee etationod Armatrong, Moultrie's mpe- 
rior, at Hjuidrell's point; but ibe brave Pemwylvanian, mani- 
festing for ?hIoultrie a hearty friuiidtthtj), never iutcy^'u^ed with 
him. Ou that eame day Sir Peter Parker gave to the niptains 
of bis equadron bia arrangemeiit for taking the batteriea on 
SnUivan's Iithtud; and on tlie Hixtecuth be couununicatcd it to 
Clinton. The conduct of the Britiali Iwtrayed hcaitatiun and 
anharmoniouB cooncils ; and the Garoliniana made such use of 
the conaoquoat delay that by the seventeenth tliey were in an 
exceedingly good etato of preparation at every outpoet and in 
town. To capture and garriaon SuUtvan'K Isluid, <JUntan, con- 
suiting with Coniwalll*, landed his array of more tlmii three 
tliouHLud men, thoroughly providiH] v^'itb arias, artillery, and 
anitDUuition, ou Long I&land, a naked tiand, where uuthiug 
grew except a few busliea that liarbored myriads of raofiqoitoea, 
and where the troops suffered from the burning sun, the want 
of good water and the l>ad (|uality and insufficient Rupply of 
provisions. After every man had been landed it occurred to 
OUutou to make a trial of the ford. He waded in up to hia 
nock ; tto did othcn of hia oQicere; and tJieu lie atinouncod, 
throti<;h Vaiigiian to Sir Peter Parker, that there remained 
seven feet of water at tow tide ; and that therefore the troope 
coald not take the share tboy expected in tho intended attack. 
Compelled to propose aometliing, Clinton fixed on tho h\*cntj- 
third for tlie joint attack ; but it ynm hindered on that day bj 
an iiiifiivorable wind. 

In the following uiglit Muhlonlterg'a regiment arrived. 
Ou receiving Lee's ordei?, tbej had instantly set off from Vir- 
^ia and niarchcd to Charleston without tents, continually ex* 
poeed to the weatlier. Of all ihe Virginia regiments, this was 

Tgu jr.— 30 
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the moi^ complete, the best anncd, best clotbod, uid beet 
eqnipped for immodiate service. 

Tbo wnfuleiice i>f Sir Peter Paricer was unshaken. To 
make all sure, ho exercised a body of marioefi and seamen in 
the ait of entering a iort through its embnisiires. Coming 
don'n to the island, Lee took Moultrie aside and said : ^ Do 
yon think yon can maintain thin postJ" Moultrie answered: 
'* Yeis I think I can." Lee fretted at MonltriQ^a too easy dis- 
position, Mid wished to remove liim from the command. 

On tttc tu-enty-fifth tbe wjiutdron was increased by the ar- 
rival of tiie Experiment., a filiip of sixty gtmu, which paeaod 
the bai' on the next day. Letters of enooura^femeiit came from 
Tonyn, then goremor of East Florida, who wm impatient for 
an attack on Georgia ; he would have had a body of Indians 
nised on the baek of South Carolina mid a body of royalieti 
to " terrify and di^traet, m tliat the luwauk at Cliarleriton wotUd 
have Ktnick an aptonidiing terror and affright." He re]x>rted 
South Carolina to be in "a mutinous state that delighted 
him;*' "the men would cerl^nly hbo on tlieir uSicent; tlie 
battery on Bnllivan'a Island would not discluu;gD two roDuds." 
This opinion was spread through the tleet, and became the 
belief of every sailor. With or without Clinton's aid, tlie 
commodore was jicreuadcd that be could eOeQce Moultrie^a 
batturius, and that tlien hia wcll-drilloil »cajnen aiitl marines 
conld taJie and keep poa»eerion of the fort, till Clinton should 
*' send as many troops ae he might think proper, who might 
enter the fort in the eame way." 

One day Captain Lempriire, the earae who in the fonuor 
year had taken more tlian a hundred barrels of powder from a 
vessel at anehor off St. Augiietiuo, wae walking wiili Monltrie 
on the platfonn, and, looking at llie British whips-of-n-ar, all of 
which luul already come ovct the bar, addrewcf] him : " Well, 
colonel, what do you tliink of it now!" "We shall beat 
them," Kiid Moultrie. "The men-of-war," rejoined tlie ca.^ 
tain, " will knock your fort down in lialf an honr." *■ Then," 
aid Moultrie, " wo will lie behind the ruins and prevent their 
men from landing." 

On the morning of the twen ty-eig hth a gentle Hoa-brceze 
summoned to the attack. Lee, from Cbarleeton, for tjie tenth 
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or eleventh time, charged Moultrie to finish the bridge for lug 
retreat, promised him ro^soforoetueuU which he uovcr itetit, and 
still mc-ditatcd romoviug him irom liU coinniand ; while Moul- 
trie, wliosG facultiw uuder the outward eliow of iadoltnt calm 
were etnuuul tu tlieir utuimt teosioB, rode to viait hisadrnticied. 
guard on the east. Here the wnnniaiider, 'Williani Thomson, 
of Oraagobur<r, of Li^h descent, a nutive of Pennsylvania, 
but from childliood & citizen of South Caroluia, a man of rare 
worth, tL<t ail oflicur hravc aiid intelligent, hud, at the extreme 
point, posted fifty of the militia hehiud sand^iills and myrtle 
boshea. A few hundred yards in the rear, breastworlu had 
bceu thrown u)>, which he guarded withtlirechumlnxl riHemen 
of his own raiment from Onuigohurg and its oeighborbood, 
with two hundred of Clark's North Oiirolina regiment, two 
hundred more of the meu of South Carolina under Ilorry, and 
the raccoon company of riflemen. On his left he waa pro- 
tected by a moraai> ; on hiit right by one eighteen-ponndcr and 
one brass six-pounder, which overlooked the spot wliere Clinton 
would wish to land. 

Seeing the enemy's boats in motion on the beach of Long 
I»1nnd and the men-of-war loo»ng their topsails, Honltrie hm*-- 
ried back to his forL He ordered the long roH to beat, and 
ofilcem and men to their pr)«t«. His whole number, including 
liimRelf and oAioere, was four hundred and thirly-fiTe, of 
whom twenty-two were of the artillery, the reat of hia own 
regiment — men who were bound to each otLur, to tht-irofficcra, 
id to bim, by personal affection and confidoneo. Next to him 
command was Lsaao Uotte ; his major tvas the fe«r1eee and 
faultleds Frascia Ikbrion. The fort vras a ckxhotc, with a bta- 
tion at each angle ; built of palmetto logs, dovetailed and bolt«d 
together, and Inid In parallel rowH luxteen feet aaunder, with 
sand filled in between tlie rows. On the caetom and northern 
cidce the [lahnetto wall was only seven feet high, hut it waa 
sonnounted 1>y thick pliink, so w t«> he tenable agaiiutt a scaling 
party ; a traverse of sand extended from ea^t to west. The 
sonthem and western curtains were finished with their plat- 
fonus, on wliicb cannon were moimt^-d. Tho standard, which 
WDJS advanced to tlie eouth-east haetion, displayed a flag of blue 
with a white creeccat on which was emblazoned Libestt. 
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The DTimber of cannon in the fort, bastions and the iwo cava- 
liers was bnt tMr^-one, of which no niore than twcutv-one 
conld at tlic same time be bronght into nflc; of atumanitian, 
there were but twcntjr-eight ronnds for twentjr-Bix cazmooL 
At Haddrell's point, acroee the bay. Armstrong: had about fif- 
teen liiinilred men. Thu first regular South Curaliua rcfnment, 
nnder Chrifltophcr Gadfidcn, occupied Fort Johneon, which 
stood on tlie most northerly port of Jamee Island, about time 
mileefrom Charleeton,«nd within poin^blank8hotof the chan- 
nel. The city was protected by ntore than two tliousaiid ineQ. ^i 

Half an hour after nine in the morning the oouimodoro ^H 
gave dgiial to Clinton that he should [irocecd to the attack. ^^ 
An honr later the &tup»«f-vrar wefe iin<ler way. Gadsden, 
Cotcfiworth Pincbiey, and tlie rest at Fort Johnson watched 
all their movements ; in Ciiarlceton, the whorfe and waterside 
along the bay were erowdcd with tri>oiw ludtir arm^ and look- 
orfroQ. Their adrereary must be foiled or their city will be 
socked and hnnit, and the saragce on the frontier eprinf^ from 
their lurkiiig-placca. 

The Tliunderbomb, covered by the Friendsliip, began the 
action by throwing shells, which it oontinned till more than 
sixty were dtechargod ; of those, some burst in the air ; one 
lighted on the magazine without doing injury ; the rest eosk 
in the moraiis or were buried in thi! saml within the fort. At 
about s rjiaarter to eleren the Active, of twenty-eight gnoa, 
disregarding fonr or fire ehotg fired at her while under sail ; 
the Bristol, with fifty gims, liaving on boanl Sir Peter I'arkcr 
and Lonl William C!ampbell, tlie royal governor of Sonth 
Carolina ; the Experiment, of fifty gnns ; and the Solebay, of 
twcnty-oight — brou^it up within aboat three hnndred and 
fifty yards of the fort, let go their anchors with springs upon 
their cables, and began a motit f imoUH cannonadt?. Every Hiilor 
expected that two broadsides would end the strife; bnt the 
soft, fibrous, spongy palmetto witlistood the rapid fire, and 
neither epUt nor splintered nor started ; and the parapet was 
high Mwugfa to protect the mat on the platforoiB. "Whea 
firoadsides from three or four of the men-of-war struck tho 
l(^ nt tho «unc instant, tho diock gave tho morions a tremor, 
bat tho pile remained nninjurcd. Moultrie had but one tenth 
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as many gons as were brought to bear on him, and was, moi^ 
OTOr, obliged to sttnt the use of powder. Hie guns accordingly 
were fired very slowly, the officers Uldng aim, and waiting 
always for the nnoko to clear away that they might point 
with more precisiou. "Mind die ooinuiodore, tuind the lifty- 
guu fihiptir" were the words that patified along the platform 
from oJRccrs and men. 

*' Shall I send for more powder ? " asked Moiiltrie of Motta. 
" To be sure,'' said Mottc. And Monkrio wrote to Lee : '■ I 
IwUeve wo Bliall lA'ont more powder. At tlie rate we go cm, I 
think we shall ; hat you can see that Pray send as mure, if 
you think proper." 

More vessels wore eccu coming Dp, and cannon were heard 
from the north-eafit Clinton had promised snpport. Not 
knowing what else to do, he directed the batterieti on Long 
L«Ian<l to open a cannonade ; and several sliells were tlirown 
into Thomson's intrenclinicnts, doing no damage beyond 
wonudiug one soUier. The 6rtug was returned by Thomson 
with Ills one eighteeii-jMmider ; but, from the di^lauc^ with 
little effect 

At twelve o'clocic the light infantrr, grenadiers, and the 
iifteeath regiment embarked in boate, while doeting batteries 
and armed craft got mider way to cover the landing ; hut the 
American defcn«« were well ooutitnictetl, the approach diffi- 
ailt, Thomson vigilant, and liifi men Fikilfol lUiarptfhootoiv. 
The detachment hod hardly loft Long Islatul before it was or- 
dered to dlBoobark, for it was seen that '* the landing was 
impracticable, and would have been the destrnction of many 
brave men, withont tlie least probability of auoeeaa." '*It was 
iraposgible," says Clinton, "to decide positively upon any 
plan ;" and he did nothing. 

Tlie omnmodore, at GUnton*a request, sent three frigates to 
eo-<ijM:!nite with him in an atta<;k on lladdrelt'it point ; it would 
liave been still more dcsperatea^nd was not attempted. The 
people of Charleston, as they looked from the battery with 
senses quickened by tlic ncamem of danger, beheld the Rpliiux, 
tite Antoun, and the Syren, each of twenty-eight cans, sailing 
as if to get between Haddrell's pomt and the fort, so as to en- 
Glade the works, and, when the rebels should be driven from 
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them, to cat off tlieir retreat. It \n& a moment of danger, for I 
tlio fort on that eidu vae unfinuhcd ; but the pilots, ki!0]>tiig 
too far to the south, ran all the three upon a bank of saud, 
kuowu as the Lower JMiddie Ground. Seeing the frigates tlnu 
eiitangleij, the l>ehal(k'r9 in the tiwii were swayed altt'-mately 
by feat's tuid hopes ; the armed iuhabitante, utood every one at 
his poet, iineertain but that they might be called to iminudinte 
action, luirdly (lariiig to believe that Mooltric'a Bniall and ill- 
funiislied garrison could beat off the «qnadron, when behold I 
hie flag disappears. Fearing that his colors bad been struelc, 
they prepared to meet Uie invaders at the water'a edgCL 

In tlie fort, William •Io^jh.t, a sergeant, perceived tliat the 
flag had been <nit down by a ball frrtin tJio enemy, and had 
fallen over the ramparta. "Colonel," eaid he to Moultrie, 
** don't lot us ligiit without a Sag." 

" What can yon do? " aeked Moultrie ; " the ataJT is broken 
off." 

" Then," said Jasper. "Ill fix it to a halberd, and pkno it 
on the merloD of the bastion next the enemy ;" and, leaping 
through im erabnuurr-, uuJ bruving tho tliickcAt 6ro from the 
ship, he took up the flag, returned with it eafely, and planted 
it, tut ho Iiad prt^iniiHsd, va the auiuiiiit of tJie luerlon. 

Tho eea gleamed with light; the almost vertical sun of 
midsommer glared from a doudlees sky ; and the intense heat 
was increased by the blaze from the cannon on the pUtfarm. 
All of the garriecm were withont coats during the action, and 
eome were nearly naked ; Moultrie and eeveral of the oHicere 
Kinf)fce(l tlipir pijies os they gave their orders. They knew tluit 
their movements were observed from tho houso-topeof Charles- 
ton; by the veteran Annrfmng and tlio little army at Had- 
drell's point ; by Gadsden, who at Fort Johnson was chafing 
with discontent at not lieirig in the centre of danger. Expoaed 
to an incessant cannonade, which )^eemed sufficient to daunt 
the bravest veterans, they stack to their guna with the greatest 
constancy. 

Hit by a ball which entered through an emhrasiire, Moo- 
daniel cried out to his brother soldiers : '*Iam dyiug, bnt 
don't let the cause of liltcrty expire with mo this day.** Jafi- 
por removed tho mangled corpse from the »ght of his com- 
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radee, nnd cried alood : " Lot iu revenge diat brave man's 
deatb!" 

The slow and skilfnll^ directed fire against the Bristol 
ehattered tlmt fihip, and carried wounda and deutli. Neither 
the tide nor the niud eiilfered tho Britiab ec|Ua<troa la rvtirc 
Oucc the apriDgi^ ou the cablco of the Bristol vgk swept awaj ; 
M eho 6wuug round vith her Htem toward the fort, eiie drew 
npon herself tho fire of every giin tliat ooiild be bronght to 
bear tipon lier. Of all who in tho begbning of the action 
were etntioued on lier c[narter-deck, not one escaped being 
killed or wounded. For a moment, it in eaid, the cnninioclore 
stood alone. Moiria, his captain, baring the fore-arm shattfi-ed 
by a ch»in-«hot, and receiving a wound in the neck, wu3 taken 
into the cockpit ; but, after snbinitting to amputation, bo in- 
mted on being earned on the quarterdeck once more, where 
he reenmed command til) he wa;s shot throogb the body, when, 
feelins^digsolution near, he commended bis family to the j>roTi- 
doncc of God and the geaerodty of hia country. Meantime, 
tho cyc0 of the commodore and of all on board hid fioet were 
'*fr©<|ucutlj and impationtly" and vainly turned toward the 
army. If the troops would but co-operate, he was nnio of 
gaining tho island ; for at about one o'clock ho believed tlitt 
he had fiileneed tho guns of the rebels, and that tho fort waa on 
the point of being evacuated. Biit the paiue was owing to the 
acarcity of powder, of which the little that remained to Kool- 
trie wad reserved for the musketry, a8 a dcfenoe against imex- 
pectcd attack from ttio laud forced. Lee sliould of binisulf 
have replpnished hiit Mock ; Kfuultrie had seasonably rcfjucsted 
it, but in the heat of the action he received from Lee tim an* 
6Wor: "If you should unfortunately cx]>cnd your ammunition 
without Ixiiating off tho cucray or driving thtuu on gnjiind, 
s{nke your gaoB and retreat" 

A little later a better m^aagc come from Rutledge. at 
Charleston : " I send yon five hundred ponnd* of powder, Yoo 
know our oollcction is not verj* great. Honor and victory to 
yon and our worthy countrymen with yon. Do not make too 
free with your cannon. Be oool and do miiwhief." Tlieee five 
hundred ponnds of powder, with two hundred pounds from a 
ecbooner lying at the bock of the fort, were all the suppKes 
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that Moiiltrio received. At tbroo id tlio afteTnoon, Lee, on a 
report irom his aide-de-camj), Bjrd, aent SIiiiileub6i;g'8 Vir- 
ginia riflemen to reinforce TliotnsoD. A Uttle before five, 
Moultiie was able to renew liif^ fire. At about five, the mar 
rines in the ahipe* to]», eetiitg a lieutenant with eight or ten 
men remove tlic hcav^ barricade fnmi the gaieiway of the fort, 
thought that Moiiltne and bia party were about to retreat ; 
but the gateway was unbajred to receive a visit from Loo. 
The ofiiccrsi, Iialf naked, and licgriincd with the liot day's 
work, respectfully laid dovni their pipee as he drew near. Ilie 
generaJ himself iwinted two or tiiree gans, after which he eaidi 
to Moultrie : "Colonel, I soe you are doing very well here; 
you have no oeeasion for me; 1 will go up to town again;" 
and thus he left the fort. 

"When, at a few minutes past seven, tlie sun went down in 
a blaze of light, the battle was ftiW raging, though die British 
showed iiga» of weariiieea. The inhabitants of Charleston, 
whom the evening sea-breeze collected on tlie battery, conld 
behold the tUg of liberty stiil proudly waving ; and thev cou- 
tinued gating uiixioiutly, till th(; Khcirt tn'ilight wns suddenly 
mei^ged in llio deep da.rkne^ of a southern night, when null- 
ing was seen but couliuual fiaaheA, followed by pca]« an it were 
of thunder coming out from a hoary cloud. Uaoy thonrand flbot 
were fired from the ehipping, and hardly a hot or a tree on the 
island remained anttart ; bat the works wore very little dam- 
aged, and only one gon wof^ sUeneed. The firing from the fort 
continued slowly ; and the few shot tboy wore able to seod were 
heard to strike agaicet the ships' timbers Just after nine o'dock, 
a great port of hii ammunition being expended in a cannonade 
of about ten hours, liie people fatigued, the Bristol and the Ex* 
perimtmt made nearly wreekd, tlie tide of ebb almost done, with 
no prospect of help from the army, Sir Peter Parker resolved 
to witlidruw. At ]ialf-paj«t niue hitt a}u]w Blipjied their mhles, 
and droppc<l down with tlus tide to their prei-iouA mooringSL 

Of the fonr hundred and thirty-five Americans in the fort 
'who took part in this action, all but clc%'cn remiuiie*l ahvc, and 
but twciity-eix were wounded. At bo small a coBt of life had 
Cbarlcttton t)cen defended, and the colony saved. 

Wlieo, after a caonoiuule of about ten lioon, the firing 
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ceased, the inhabitanta of Cliarlestoc retaaiccd in EnsponRe, till 
a boat from Moultrie announced his victory. At moniing'B 
dauii tlie Aetoon frigate was seen fast aground at abont four 
liuudred j-arda from the fort. Tlie Syren liad g<it off, and eo 
too bad the Spbiui, yet with the to!» of her Iwwsprit Some 
ahots were exchanged, hat the company of the Actt'on soon 
set fire to her, and deserted her. Men from the fort Iwarded 
her while olio waa hiiruing', poiiitt^d and ducluu^d two or three 
of her gnna at the ooinniodore, and loaded their three boats 
from her aborea. In one half of an hour after tUvy ubiimloned 
her she bkw np ; and, to the eyes of the Carolinians, tiie pillar 
of smoke over the Toesel took the form of the palmetto. 

The Bristol had forty men hilled and seventy-one wounded. 
Lord 'William Campbell received a contoaion in his left side, 
of wbieb, after liuf^'rinfj two yeare, be died. Sir Peter Parker 
was elightly iujiirud. Ab<iat aeveiity bolls went tbmiigh hia 
fihip ; her mizKOD-iiiast was so much hnrt that it fell early the 
next morning; the main^ma^t vm cnt away about tiftceu feet 
below the liotiiida; and the broad pendant atreani«d from a 
jury-ma^t lower than the forenugt But for the stillness of the 
■ea ahc muat bare gone douoi. On board the ExiMirunent 
twenty-three were kille<l and Bfty-iux wounded ; Scott, her cap- 
tain, lost bis left arm, and waa otherwise severely wounded ; 
the ship waa much dumaf^, her miszeu gaS was shot away. 
The loss of the British 6eot, in killed and M\>undcd, waa two 
hundred and five. Tbe royal goveraoK of I^ortb and of South 
Carolina, as well aa Chaton and Comwatlia and seven regi- 
mcntft, wore witnesses of the defeat. The oomraodore and the 
general long indulged in reeiproeal erimiuarioiis. Kothing ro- 
mainiMl for the army bat to cput tlie sands of Long lolaiid, yet 
throe woets more passed away before they embarVe<l in trana- 
ports for New Verk, under the single *' convoy of the Solehay 
frigate, the re«t of t)ie fleet twuig under the neceaaity of re- 
maining still longer to refit.*' 

Tbe siiooeaa of tbe Carolinians saved not a poet, bnt the 
Btata. It kept acren raiments away from Ncu* York for two 
moiitliK ; it giiVf sccnrity to Oi-orgia, and three years' pt-aei! to 
Carolina : it diiipellc<l throughout the South tbo dreaJ of Brit- 
iab saperii»ity ; it drom the lo^-alieto into obscurity. To tbe 
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other ooloniea it was a mesBage of brotherhood and union from 
Soutli Carolina aa a self-directiug repnhlic. 

On tho monuug of the t>v-cut/-iuiith Charleston borbor 
was studded with eaik and alivo wich the voices of men hastea- 
ing to congratnlate th© rictors. They crowded roond their 
deliverers wiih trtuisports of gradtnde ; Uiey gazed on the na- 
injvired walls of the fortress; they enjoyed the sight of the 
wreck uf the Auteon, of the discomfited uien-of-war riding at 
onciior at two and :l hitlf miles* dist&uoa ; they laughed at tbe 
commodore's brood pendnnt, Bcaroely visible on :i jury main- 
topmaat, while their own bine flag crowned the merlon- Let- 
tern of congratiilatiou eaiuc dowu from Ratlcdgc and from 
Gadsden ; and Lue gave his witness tbat *' no men ever did or 
oould beliave better." 

On the afternoon of the tbirtieth Lee reviewed the g»rri- 
sun, and renewed to tbcm the praise ibat vraa tliuir due. AVhile 
they were thos drawn ont tbe women of Charleston preeented 
te tlie MKioiid regiment a pair of silken colors, one of blue, one 
of red, richly embroidered by their own lionds ; and Sueaniu 
Smith Elliott, a scion of one of the oldest families of tlie col- 
ony, who, being left an orplian, bad been brought np by Ko- 
bocca Brewton Mottc, stepped forth to the front of tbc intrepid 
band iu matronly boanty, yoong and stately, light-haired, with 
eyes of uilid expreeuou, and a pleasant conncenanee^ and, aA 
she put the Hags into the hands of Moultrie and Motte, she 
said in u low, sweet voice : " Yonr gallant behavior in defence 
of liberty and your eoimtry entitles you to the higlieet honors; 
accept these two standardu a^ a reward juatly dne to your re^- 
ment ; and I make not the least doubt, under heaven's protec- 
tion, yoa will etond by them a.8 long as they can wave iu tlie 
air of liberty.^ The regiment, plighting the word which they 
were to keep aacredly at tlie cost of many of their lirec, no- 
Bwcrcd : " The colors ghaJl be honorably supported, and shall 
never bo lamished." 

On tlie fourth of July, Kutledge came to visit the garrison. 
Tliere stood ^foultiie, tbero Motte, there Marion, there Peter 
Korry, there William Jasper, and all survivont of the iKUtle. 
"When Rutlcdge, in tliu name of South Carolina, returned 
tiumks to tlie defenders, bis burning words adequately ex- 
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presaed the impaflaioned gratitnde of the people. To Jasper 
was offered a lieutenant's commission, which he modestly de- 
clined, accepting only a sword. 

South Carolina, by her president and Gie common voice, 
spontaneously decreed that the post on Sullivan's Island should, 
for aU future time, be known as Fort Moultrie ; her assembly 
crowned her victorious sons with applause. The tidings leaped 
from colony to colony on their way to the North, and the con- 
tinental congress voted their thanks to Lee, Moultrie, Thomson, 
and the officers and men under their command. Sut, at the 
time of that vote, congress was no more the representative of 
dependent colonies ; the victory at Fort Moultrie was the bright 
morning star that harbingered American independence. 
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vntonnA FiiocLAiHa toe biqhta op uan &xd rsoroses CfPB- 

PKHDEXOB. 
MXT-JUME 1770. 

Oy the sixtTi of May forty-fiye memTwre of the house of 
burgii»ece of Virginia met at the capitoi in Winiaiiul>ury pur- 
Bnant to their adjournment ; but, ut thay were of ttio opinion 
that the aodent conetitation had been sahverted hv tJie king 
and parliament of Great ijritain, tJiey dlfieolved theoi^elTiM 
ODanimoasly, and thus the hat vc«tige of the Idag'a authority 
passed away. 

The delegates of Virginia wlm on the Raine moniing met 
in convention were n constituent and an oxccutivo body. Not 
le«8 than one hundred and thirty in number, they represented 
the oldott of tiie colonies, n-lii)t« iuMLitutioiu had lieen faib- 
ioned after the ntodel recommended by Bacon, and whose 
inhahitanu for nearly a hundred and seventy yeare had main- 
tained the church of Kii^Iund as the uHtahliiihmcDt of the do- 
minion, and had bv>en heartily loyal to their kinge. 

Its people, having in their origin a perceptible but neror 
an exclusive influence of the cavaliere, hod sprung mainly from 
adventurers, who were not fugitivM for conscience' sake, or 
eofferers from persecution. The population bad been recruited 
by suooeBsive infusions of Scotch-Irish Prcsbjicrions ; Huguo- 
nots, and tlie dc£ceudant8 of Hognenots ; men who Itad beun 
so attached to Cromwell or to tlie republic that tliey preferred 
to emigrate on the return of CharloB IL ; Baptists and other 
dissenters ; and in the valley of Virginia Uicre was a very large 
Oerrnan population. 
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The territoiy for which the convention was to act com- 
prised the great bay of the Chesapeake, with iu ce»trul :ind 
soatheru tributaries ; the beautiful raUe^R oit tlic ke«d-ti[)ring8 
of tlic Roanoke antl along tlio ShenandaiUi ; the country be- 
jond tlie moantains, includiug the eourcce of the Monongahela 
and the Gumhorlaud rivets and oxtvuditig indeiiaitvlj' to the 
Tennessee and beyond it. Nor that only : Virginia iosieted that 
its jorisdiction etretched vrithoat bounds over all the country 
west and north-west of a line two hundred miles north of Old 
Point Comfort, not gmnted to others by royal charters; and 
there was no one to disimte a lar>^ part of this claim except 
the provinoo of Quebec under an net of parliament which the 
Dontinentil congre«s had annulled. For all this vast territory 
—rich in soil, precioua minerals, healing springs, forests, con- 
venient marts for foreign commerce, and great pathways to 
tlic Wiwt, more fertile, more sjiacious than all Greece, Italy, 
and Great Britain, than any region which had ever proposed 
to ciittihlisli republican liberty— a oonstitntioii vfa& to be fi-amed. 
Tlic mi)Vomcnt j>n)Cue4l«d from the heart of Virginia hoi^ 
Bcli, and represented the magnanimity of her whole people 
The Ancient Dominion had ^vitii entire unanimity approved 
the change of dynasty of ViS^ ; with equal unanimity had, 
even more readily than the Eoglidh, tooepted the bouse of 
Hnnovcr, and liad been one of the moet loyal parts of the em- 
piro of the Georges. Driven to the choice between lioldiiig 
i thcJr oonstitntional rights on ntfEsronoe or creating a govern- 
ment by the people, Virginia, with a unity of spirit, asked no 
questions about auoe«tr}- oi- creed, neameas to the «ea or to the 
mountaituiu When it moved, it moved altogether. Tlie story 
of the war commemorates the courage not of the men of the 
interior alone; among tlie "inexorable lamiliee," Dunmore 
pespeciaHy reported from the low coantry the Leee, and the 
' iamily of Cary of Hanipton, of whom even the siatera, mar- 
ried to n Fairfai and a KicJiohw. cheered on their connoctionB 
to unrelenting opposition. Virginia ro«o with as mneh ima^ 
simity OS Connecticat or Maseachnsette, and with a more com- 
manding rcaolntion. 

Tlie parjKJee for which the oonvomtion wag asaamblod ap- 
pears from the wcntle of the county of fiucJciugliain to Charles 
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pKttereon and Julm Ciiliell, ito delegates: "We inEtmct yon 
to caiise a total and tin.t1 wparatinn from Grext Britnin to take 
place a£ soon aa poeeible ; aiid a conetitntion to be eBtabIiKh(>d, 
witb a fuU rcprGsentatlou, aud frou &nd frequent electioiu; 
tlie most free, happy, and pennanont government that Imman 
wisdom can coutriye and the perfection of man nmintniu.^ 

The county of Augusta represented the nocc«ity (jf inak* 
ing tlio confederacy of dio united colouica mo«t perfect, inde- 
pendent, and litfitiu^; an equal, free, tmd liberal jcovemmeDt, 
that might bear the test of all future a^^ The inhabitants 
of TrarKylvania were anxious to concur with their brethren of 
the anited colonieB in every measora for the recovery of their 
ngbts and liberde& 

The inbahilaubt on the rivers Watauga and lIoLitou set 
forth that ''they were deeply impressed with n seiwe of the 
distreflses of their American brethren^ and would, when called 
npon, with tlic-ir lives and fortuue^ leud them every aMJat- 
ance in their ]M>\ver ; they begged to be coDfiidcred as a part of 
the colony, and would readily embrace every opportnnitj of 
obeying any commands from the conventioB." 

To that body were chasen more than one hundred and 
thirty of the ablcat men of Yirglma. Among them were no 
rash enthosiaets for liberty; no lovers of revolution for the 
sake of cliange; they were tlie choice of the freeholdere of 
Vfi^nin, and the majority were men of inde^ieudent fortnnOr 
or oven opulence. It wa» afterward remembered that of this 
greve aa&eiubly the mum1>er« were for the moat part men of 
large etnture and robust frames, and that a very great propor- 
tion of them lived to exceeding old age. They werp »ow to 
decide whetlier Virginia demanded indepeudenoo, and would 
establish a commonwealtJi ; aud to move like a pillur of firu in 
front of the whole country. 

When the dulegateK luul aj«oniblud and appointed a clerk, 
Richard Bland recommended Edmund Pendleton for pred- 
deiit, and was eeconded by Archibald Cary ; while Thoma* 
Johnson of Louisa, aud Bartholomow I>andnrlge, proposed 
Xbonus Ludwell Lee. For a moment there wan something like 
an amy of parties, but it instantly Buhsidod ; Virginia showed 
Ler greatueGB by her moderation, and gave new evidence that 
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the revolution Bpnrng from necessity, by placing in the chair 
Peiidlutoii, Uie most catitiotts aud conservative aiiioiig her 
patriote. After his election, he wrote to a friend: "Of all 
otbere, I own I prefer tlie tme English con&titation, which 
consists of a proper combioation of the principles of lionor, 
virtue, and fear." 

On the tlfteentli Archibald Car>-, frofm a committee of the 
whole, reported resolutions which had been drafted by Pendle- 
ton, offered by Xclson^ and enforced by Henry. They wore 
then twice read at tbo clerk's tabic, and, one hundred and 
twelve members being present, were unammoufily agreed to. 
Tbo preamble' enumerated their chief grievances ; among others, 
that the kinir'e ropriTsentativG in the oolony was training and 
emplnyin^ slaves agunst their inaatera; and they say: ''1rVe~ 
are no alternative luft but an abji;ct »nbmiMuim or a total 
Fjqiaration ; " therefore tbey went on to decree *• that their 
del^;ttte» in oongr^a be instructed to propose to that body to 
^declare theunitcil colonies free and ini]ei>fndunt statiasalmdlved 
3m all allegiance or ilepondonce npon the cron'n or parliament 
of Great Britain ; and that thej give the assent of lliis colony 
^to mcb declaration, and to mcasonw for fonuing foreign alli- 
j ancos and a confederation of Che ooloniee : provided that the 
l^wer of forming gnveniment fur, and the regnlation of the 
intonml ooneema of, each colony be left to tho respective ookh^ 
uial Iegi«latun»." 

This reeolutiou was received one of doors with cbimee of 
belU and the ooisc of artillery ; and tho British flag, which had 
thus far kept ita place on the aCate-houae, wu atnick, to be 
rataod no marc 

In the following days a committee of thirty-two was ap- 
pointed to prei>are a deolaFatioD of rigbta rmd a plan of gov- 
ernment. Among the tnomborBWore An-hiluld Cary ; Patrick 
Henry ; the agctl Riclinnl Bland ; Edmand Randolph, eon of 
the- attorney-general, who was then a refagee iu England; 
'Nicholas ; -Tame* MadiMn, the yoothful delegate from. Orange 
county ; hue tho one who at that moment held most sway over 
tho mind of the oonvetition was Geoige >ra»>n, tho snccoseor 
of "Wifciluiigtori in the representation of Fairfax county. He 
WAS a devoted memlwr of the chm-cb of England ; aud, by his 
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own account of himself, " though not bom withiii the verge of 
the Biituh ialc, he had been on Koglidhman in his priucipU^ a 
ztaXouB ossertor oi the net of gottloaicDt, tirmlj att4iched to the 
royal family upoa the tbroni;, well affected to the king peraoo- 
ally and to hk gDverummit, in defence of which he would liaro 
shed the last drop of his blood ; one wlio lulored the n'isdom 
and Iiappuitts of the British const! tution, and preferred it to 
any that then existed or bad ever existed." For ten yeais he 
claimed nothing for hiti countrymen beyond the liber^ and 
privilegee of Knglishmcn, in the samo degree as if tb^ had 
still continued among tlieir bretlireo in tireat Britain ; but ho 
add : " The ancteut poets, la their elegant manner of vxi>ree- 
don, havo made a Idnd of being of ^'eocssity, and tcU as that 
the gods tbemselved aro obligcU to yield to her ; " and be left 
the private life that he loved, to assist in the reecne of his coun- 
try from the osccases of arbitmry ])ow6r to which a eoeming 
ibtality had driven tlie Brittab miuistere. He was a good 
speaker and an able debater, the more cloqucDC now for being 
touched u-ith »>rrow ; but liiit ju^at strength lay in Im sin- 
cerity, wliich made him wise and bold, modest and imchangingt 
while it overawed bis hearers. He was severe, but liis severity 
wai4 humane, with no tinge of bittcniesB, thoDgli he hadaseom 
for evw7tlung mean, cowanlly, or low ; and he always spoke 
out Ilia convictiouH with frank directiiiset. Ho had been truly 
loyal ; on a-iiouncing his king, he conld stand junitiSod to his 
own conscience only by an tmseliiBh attachment to hunuin 
freedom. 

On tha twenty-seventh of May, Gary from the committ«o 
|n<B6ented to the convention the declaration of lights which 
Kason bod drafted. For tho next fortnight the ^n^at tniths 
vfaicli it proclaimed, and which were to fonu tlic ground- 
work of American inatitntions, employed tlie tbongbts of the 
convention. One clause only received a maU^rial amendment 
3Iaeon had written tliat all should enjoy the fullest toleratioD 
Id the exorcise of religion. But toleration is the denmnd of 
the skeptic who has no fiied belief and only wi>ili«« ti> lie let 
alone ; a 6nn faitli, wliicli Ik too easily tempted to establlsli it> 
■elf exclneively, can he content with notltiiig Ick( than equality. 
A yomig man, then unknown to fiunc, of bright hazel cyos ht- 
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clininfi lo gray, sinaU in gtatuK, light in jiersoo, delicate in ap- 
pearance, a pallid, fticklv Boliolar in lui assembly of llju most 
roboet men, proposed an aniendmeDt'. He vas James Madi* 
BOD, (he BOQ of an Orange coonty planter, brud in the ecbool 
of Preebytcriou dissc-uters under Witbcrepoon at Priucctoa, 
trained by Lis own Ertudics, by meditative rural Ufe in the Old 
DuninloD, by an iugeauous indignation at the pcrscentioa of 
the Bnpti8t&, and by the ianate principW of right, to uphold 
the sanctity of rcHgiouB freodoin. He objected to the word 
*' tolentltun,'' becauso it implied an eetAblishod religion, which 
Qodored diligent only as a condescension ; and, as the eameet> 
nen of his convictions overcame his modesty, he prooeeded to 
demonstrate that "all men are equidly eutitlud to llie free ex> 
ercise of niUgioo, according to the dictstcn of conscience." 
His motion, wliicli tiUd bnt stats with better dialectics the very 
piir{M)M] whicli !&fii£on wlebed to acuomplifih, obtuiiifxl thn nuf- 
frugos of his oolluagDOB, This waa tbo £rst schievemcnt of 
the visest cdriliau of Vir^nia. The dcckradon, having then 
been &irty transcribed, \ru on the twelfth of June read a 
third time, and iinaniuioufily adopted. 

Tfac«o are the rights «'hi<!b lliey ^d do pertain to Uiem 
and th^ posteri^, as the basis luid fuundation of goveni- 
mont: 

"All men are by nature ct^ually free, and iiavo inherent 
rights, of which, when tliey enter into a state of souiely, they 
cannot, by any compact, deprive or direst thwr posterity ; 
namely, the enjoyment uf life and liberty, with the means of 
actjniring and ptesessing property, and puiumug and obtniuing 
happiness and saf e^. 

"All power ia vested in, and conseqoeatly derived from, 
the people ; ma^tratcs are their trustees and eervauts, and at 
all timee amenable to them. 

" Government is, or ought lo be, instituted for the common 
benefit and Bccnrity of the people, oation, or community ; and, 
whenovvr any government shall be fonnd inadequate or oon- 
irary tu these purposes, a majority of the couiiuuaity hath an 
indnhitaWt', unalienable, and indef«««ible right to refomi; al- 
t«r, or xboli^ it, in sticb a manner as ahall be judged, most con> 
ducive to tlie pnblic weaL 
Tou ir.— 27 
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" Fnfilic servicw not being descendible, ncitlicr oaght the 
offices of magistrate, legifilator, or jn'Ige to be borcditary. 

** Tbe legidUtive and executiro powers of the state should 
bo 8opuratc atid distinct from the judicative: the tuciuWrs of 
the tvro first ebonld, at tixcd periods, return into (but body 
from whicb they were ori^oally taken, aud tbo Taeaucies be 
supplied by frequent, certain, and regular electionfl. 

"Elections of mcmberB to Bcrvc as representatives of the 
people in assembly ought to bo free ; and all men, having suffi- 
cient evidence of pennatient common intereet with, and attach- 
ment to, tbe community, have tbe right of Riiflnige, and cannot 
bo taxed or dejmved of th«ir property for pablle u^es ivitLont 
their own consent or that of tbeir repn»entative w> elected, 
nor bound by any law to which tliey have not, in like manner, 
assented for the pnblto good. 

** There ought to be no arbitrary power of susjicnding laws, 
no HKiuiromont of execeeivo bail, no granting of general war- 
ranta. 

*' No man ought to ho deprived of hlierty, cxoeirt by the 
law of the load or the judgment of hia peers ; and the ancient 
trial by jury onght to be held Baored. 

" The freedom of the press i^ one of the greateet bnlwarks 
of liberty, and can never be restrained but by despotic gorem- 
ments. 

" A. weU-regdated militia, eompoeed of the body of the 
people, trained to arm«, is tbe proper, natural, and safe defence 
of a free state; standing nrmias tn lime of peace should be 
avoided aa dangerous to hbercy ; and in all cases the militaij 
ahonld be under strict snbordination to the civil power. 

"The people have a right to nnifonn government; and, 
therefore, no government 9epanit« from or independent of the 
govemmont of Virginia ouglit to be erected or oetahlijJied 
within tbe limits thereof. 

" No free government can be prccerred but hy a firm act* 
herenee to justice, moderation, temperanoe, frugality, and vir- 
tue, and by fpe<inent recnrronce to fondamentnl princi]Jo». 

" Religion can bo directed t)nly by nason and conviction, 
not by force or violenee ; and, therefore, nil men are erpially 
entitled to the free exercine of it, according to the dictates of 
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coDficiencc ; and it is the miitiml duty of all to practice Cltm- 
tian forbearance, love, and obarity toward eacb other." 

Other colonics had framed bilU of rights in refcpcnce to 
their rt-bitioM with Britain ; Virgioia moved from cliartors aod 
customa to primal principles; from the altercation about facts 
to the oontcinplation of itnmutablu truth. She Kuiiimoncd tha 
eternal Uwb of toao'e being to proteKt HgaiitKt all t^fnnnr. The 
Eiiglish petition of right in 10S3 was historic and retrospect- 
ive; tlie Virginia dtxrluraliou came out of the heart of nature, 
and announced goveroing principlcB for all peoples in all time. 
It wtw tlie voice of reason going forth to epeak a new politieul 
worlil into Iniing. At the bar of humanity Virginia gave the 
name and fame of her eone a« hostagci! that her pubhc life 
should show a Ukenees to the hi^eet ideas of hgbt and equal 
freedom among men. 

While \''iigiuia commnnicatod to her dster colonies her 
instraction to her delegates in oongrese to propose indep«i> 

r^ence, Waehington at New York freely and re]»atedly dcliv- 
eiod liie opinion : '* A reconciliation with Great Britain h im- 
pmcticnblo, and would be in tbe Inghost degree detrimental to 
the true intei-est of America. NotMug but independence will 
aave ua." The preamble and the resolve of congrefis, adopted 

^■t Philadelphia on the same day witli the Vii^;inia inBtmctioua 
at Williamsburg, were in tliemselves the act of a •elf-determin- 
ing political liody. The blow which proceeded from tbe gen- 
eral oongresft felled the proprietary autliority in Pennsylvania 
and Maryland. Maryland, more happy than her neighbor, 
kept her ranks unbroken ; for she had intrusted the direction 
of the rt'voiutiou to a couvi-nlion wlmse dccr«*a were received 
as indii!putat>Iy tho voice of bcr whole people. She had dis- 
wiih oaths for the support of the govonuncnt under 
lie QTOwn ; bnt she resolved that it was not necessary to isup- 

tpress totally the exercise of every kind of office derived from 
le king ; and in her new inetmctions to her delegates in con- 
Bhe nuxed witb her pledges of support to tbe conunoQ 
lose a lingering wish for a reunion with Great Britain. 
iwliile, the governor waa required to leave the province; 

ftod the only powers actually in being wore the deputies in 
eoDgnaij the coimoU of safety^ and the convention. 
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In Pennsylvania, the preamble, whicli was published on 
tbi! morning of the sixteenth, was cited by tlie popukr party 
as u. dissolution of the |m)prictary govummcnt, iind a direction 
to institute a new one under tlio anthority of the people. On 
the next day, which was kept as a national fafit, George Ditf- 
ficld, the minister of the third Presbyterian church in PliQo* 
delphia, with John Adanw for a lii^tcncr, drew a pnrallel be- 
tween Qeor^ III. and Pharaoh, and inferred tliat the same 
proridcDCC of God wltich hatl reaened t)ie Israelites designed 
to free the AmericanR. On the twenty-fourth a town-meetiiig 
of more than four thousand men was held in tbe stato-houee 
yard, to <nnfrc>iit the imitructiuiie of tbe assembly againpt ind^ 
pendencc with llie vote of the continental oongrcse a^nst 
" oatbn of allegiance and the exercise of any kind of authori^ 
nnder the (^rown." It ivaa called tu order by ,Tohn Hayard, the 
chairman of the cominittc^u of inspection for tbe county of 
Philadelphia ; it selected for ite president Daniel Robcrdean ; 
and it Yobed unanimously that the ui^tructions withdrew tbe 
province from the happy union with Uiu other oolonie« ; that 
the present assembly was not elected for tlie pnrpoflc of form- 
ing a new govcrmucnt ; and, with bat ono dlssenticat voice, it 
foitlter voted that the bouse of assembly, not having the au- 
ttiority of the people for tlint purpose, could not, witboot 
osorpation, proceed to form jt now government Ae a come- 
quence, the eoimuittee of the eity and lilicrtie? of Plitladel- 
pliia wan directed to raminon a oonfcrenoe of the commit- 
tees of every county in tbe province, to make arrangements 
for a constitaent crjnTention, which should be chosen by the 
people. 

Any agreement which tbe proprietary .governor would ac- 
cept could be no licttor tliau a eolliuuon, for, by tbe very nAture 
of hie office and his interests, he could not fitond ont against 
the Britiah ministry, however mttch they might he in the 
wrong. Tho members of the osMmhly, by taking tlie oath or 
aflirmatiou of all^^iance to the king, had incapacitated thom- 
wlves for refonuiog tbe goTenuneot, Besides, the roa<dre 
in congress, which dtepensed in alt casec with that oatli, was 
interi)rete<l as conferring the rights of electors on the r»ep- 
mans who had nut yet lieen uatnralized ; so that the ascmbly 
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no longer could claim to be tlie reprcacntatJvo of the people 
of renosylvaDia. 

It waa uuliappj for the colon; that Dickinson and his 
frioniLt rufudcd to lend tliu popuUr moTement for a cooven- 
tion; and, at a later day, he owned "the national ooiiucil,'" as 
lie styled coDgre^ " to have heen right." llis poKiftent op- 

t-positkm. left ^o prindple of independence in i'eiuiiijlvajiia to 

'be eetablifibed by a political part}*, eprin^ng epontaDoously 
from the nuika of the people, btrug^ling against an active 
ffooial influence, a numeroOB religious organization, and tho 
traditiuna] governing claESee, and rending Bociety by angry and 
long enduring disoord. 

The adsombly etood adjourned to the twentieth ; on the 
morning of the twenty-second a quorum appeared, and, aa a 
lirst concoHdon to tlie continental congrew, the newly elected 
members were not reqnirod to Hwear allegiance to the king. 
The protest of the inhabitants of the city and liberties against 
their [lowcre to carry the refiolvc of oongrc«8 into execution 
vias presented, read, aii<l laid on tlie tabic j but no otlier notice 
was tikcn of it The resolve itself waa set aside by the ap- 

, pointmcnt of a oonunittee to aak of the continental oongrem 
on explanation of its puipoBO. The propood to naturalize for- 
eigners without requiring oathB of allegiance to the king was, 
in like manner, put to sleep by a reference to a committee, 
coQipoeed of those who had most cameetly contested the wiHhM 
of the OemuDBL The assembly seemed to have no purpose, 
onlcMa to gain time and wait. The constitution was the watch- 
word of the conserratire members, nnion that of the new 
party of tlie jwople who coudemued tlic conduct of the to- 
•embty as a witiidrawal from the imiou. One party repre- 
sented old establii^hed intereets, another saw no hope hut from 
indL'i)CQdonco aud a tirm coufcdoraUou ; between thi«v two 
stood Diekiiuion, whose central jKXiition wan tho hidlug-plaoe 
of tho irre&olate. 

Ou the twenty'third an addreK, claiming to proceed from 
the committee of inspoetion for tlic coontyof Phitadelphli, 
and bearing the name of William Hamilton as chatmian, aslwd 

'the aaaembly to "adhere rehgioujily to it» iuttmctions against 
indtjpendenoe, and to oppose altering the least part of their in- 
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ralaable cotistitiition." The next day tlie wmimittee of inapee- 
tioD of the city of Pliilwlclpliia cnnic togeUior with Mackean 
as diairiDan, and addi**eL'd a mtuiorial to the eoutmental eon- 
grees, settiiig forth that tlie RRsetnbly did not p06E(<as tlie coofi- 
di'Dce of the people, nor truly repregeiit tlie provineo ; timt 
among its uieiiil>ew were men who held offices under tlie cronn 
of Great Britain, and vrliu had been dni^;ed into compliance 
with most of the recomniendatious of congress only from the 
fear of being Bujxa-Bedcd by a convention ; that lucasuree for 
Msembling a convention of the people had now \iGca taken hy 
men whose constituents were fighting men, determined to sap- 
port thu uuion of the province with the other colonies at vvery 
bazard. 

The members of the wsembly became nneaiiy ; in the 6ret 
days of Jane no qtiomm appeared. On the £ftJi the proooed- 
iogis of Virginia, directing licr delegates to propose indepen- 
dence, were read in the bouBe. Ko answer wa>i returned ; bnt 
a petition from Cuni1>erland (vnmty, a'^king that ih*: instroo- 
tions to tlie delegate of Pennsylvania might be witlidravm, 
wafi read a eccond time, and a coiruiiittee of 8e<ren was ap- 
pointed to bring in new iiihtmctiotB. Of its menibas, among 
whom were Dickinson. Morris^ l^eed, CI^*mer, aiul one or two 
loyalists, all but Clymer were, for the prewnt, opposed to in- 
dejiendence. 

The iiiBtrucHons of Pennsylvania, which they reported on 
the Kixth, conceded '* that all hopes of a reconciliation, on re*> 
eonable teinw, were cxtingiiiKhwl ;" and neverthelees, with a 
foil knowledge that the king would not yield, they osprvsMcd 
their ardent deejre for an end of the civil war; while tb^ 
sanctioned a confederation and "trratica with foreign king- 
doniF and Btntea," they neither advised nor forbade a doclara- 
tion of independence, tmsting to " the ability, prudence, and 
integrity" of tlicir delegates. Now the opinion of the ma- 
joriQr of those delegates was notorions ; bnt, to remove even a 
potdhOIty of mieerUinty, on the Kventh of June, before the 
qnention on the new instructions was taken, Dii-kinmn, in the 
AAsemhly, pledged his word that he and tlie majority of tbe 
del^ates would continue to vote againt^t independence. 

On that same day, and perhaps wliilu Dickiujon was speak- 
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ing in the PciiDt!)rh-ttius o^scmlily, Richani Henry }jce, in th« 
name and with tlie autliority of Virginia, projtoeed in coiigre»i : 
" Tliat Iheae united colonies are, and of right ouglit to be, free 
and indcpcadent states; that tlie; are absolved from all alle- 
giance to the Britisli crown, and tliat all political connection 
between tbem ami the state of Urcat itritaiu ia, and ought to 
be, totally dissolved ; that it is expwlient forthwith to take the 
moBt ofTcctuol mcafturee for forming foreign allionoos; and 
that a ptau of confederation be prepared, and transmitted to 
the rQsi)(active colonies for their tiousideration and Hpj)robatioa.'' 
The resolutions were Be«onded by John Adams. 

At nine in the morning of the eighth of June the assembly 
of Peniuylvauia^ after debate, adopted its new injstmctiuns by 
a vote of thirty-one against twelve. The disingenaous meaaure 
proved tlio end of tiiat IkkIv ; nevtr but once more could it 
bring together a quoruin of ite members; and it entailud on 
thfflr state yoani of bitter stnfo. 

At ten on tlie sanie day congress took np Richard ITenry 
Lee's i-ciolvc, and tlie debate which ensued was the moet (N:>pLous 
and the most aoimsted ever held on the subject The ail- 
ment on the part of iU op]M>uenta was 6U£taiucd liy Robert 
Livingston of Xew York, by Wilson, Dickinwin, mid Eilward 
Rntledge. They made no objection to a confederacy, and to 
sendhig a projeot of a treaty by proper |x-'re«im to Fraiitw; but 
they contended that n declaration of independence would place 
[-America in t](e power of the BritiKli, with whom she waa to 
[Sl^^tiate ; ^ve her enemy notice to counteract her iiitentioiut 
'Ivfore ^e had taken steps to carry tliem into execution ; ond 
expoae her to ridicule la the eyes of foreign powers by pre- 
matiue attempts to bring ttiem into an alliance. Edn'urd Rut- 
ledge said privately "that it required the impudence of a Xcw 
Englouder for them in their die jointed state to propo£0 a 
ty to a nation now at peace; tiiat no reason could bo 
icd for proesing into this moaanro but the reason of every 
]man, a show of ftpirit." AViUon avowed that the removal 
of the restrietion on his vote by the Pennsylvania aaeemhiy on 
that morning did not change hia view of hia obligation to 
reaiat indepondonce. On the other hand, Lee and Wythe of 
Virginia put forth all Ihelr strength to show that the people 
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waiter) only for congrcas to lead tho way ; that tbuy (ktured 
an immediate declaration of independence witlioiit which no 
European power could give shelter to their commerce or en- 
gage witli them in a treaty of aUiaoce. John Adams defended 
the proposed measures ae "ohjocts of tho mo(=t fitnpendoas 
ma^iitnde, in which the lives and liberties of mililonfi yet Jia- 
bom were intimately intereeted ; " as the oonsnmmation " of a 
revolution the mart eomplpte, unexpected, and remarkable of 
any in the history of nationp.." The vrtices of all New Kngland 
and of Georgia were raided on the eame side. A majority of 
the ettloniHi, includiug Nortli CaruUua, appeiuvd to tie unalter- 
ably fixeJ in favor of an immediate declaniti(«i of independ- 
ence ; hat the vote on the question was postponed tit! Monday. 

On tlie intervening day Keith, the British mini^tor at tlic 
court of Vicuna, clianocd to obtain an audience of JtxH'^ph II., 
and afterward of tho ompreea Maria Tkcrcfio. The ctuperor 
referrc<l to the proclamation which the joint Eoverciji^ Lad 
iamicd, mo»t strictly prohibiting all commerce between their 
sabjccte in tho Low Countrios and tho rebel colonioa in Amer- 
ica, and went on to say : "I am vury sorry for tlie diffieultiee 
which Imve arisen to distrcgB tho king's govenimcnt ; the cause 
in which he is engaged Li in fact tlie cause of all sovereigns, 
for they have a joint interest in tlie maintenance of a jmt 
subonliiiatiftn and obedience to law in all tlie monarchin which 
ffnrroimd them ; I see with pleasure the vigorous exertiong of 
the natioiml »treuglli, whicli ho i» now cinplo\'ii)g to bring liU 
robulliouft 8ubjtx-l6 tu a speedy submiesion, and I mo&t aiiicercly 
wish BUcoeflB to those meoMiroe." The emprees queen, in her 
turn, oxprcfficd a very hearty dosuro for the refitoration of obe- 
dience and tranqaillity to Gvery qnarter o£ tho Briiigli domio- 
ion?. 

When the congrwa met on Monday, Edward RutledgOp 
without uiHfb eri)oetation of euocess, moved that the qncetion 
elioold be postponed three weeks, whilo in tho mean Ume the 
plan of a confederation and of trcatjca might be matured. 
Again tlie debate was kept ii]) until scvon in the ereoing, 
when tho desire of perfect unanimity, and the reasonableiuiB 
of allowing the delates of tJie central coloniea to oonmlt 
their Constituents, induced seven coloniea against five to aveat 
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to tlie dviay, but vritli tho furtlicr coadlUon Uiat. tn prprent 
anj \om of tiniL-, a coimaitteu ^hoald in Uio meanwhile pre- 
pare a declaration in baruiMiiy witli tbu pruposcil re^solntion. 
Ou the next day Jefierson, John Adams^ Frankliii, Sherman, 
uud Robert K. Livingston were chosen by ballot for that office. 

On the twelfth the duty of iligoeting the fonn of a con- 
federation wad aeeigned to one member from each colotiy ; and, 
tts if tlie siibjoot had not been of transomidrait iinportauce, 
their nppojntnient was loft to the presiding officer. Among 
tho^ whom HanoQck selected are found the names of Samnol 
AdatuM, Oiddnsoo, and Edward liutledge ; it conld have heen 
wialted thai the two Adamses had changed placea, though 
probably the reonlt would at tliut tinio liaro boon the Name ; no 
one man liad done so loucb to bring about independence as the 
cldt-r Aduius, but his ekill in constructing goTeronients, not lua 
knowledge of the principled of freedom, was le«9 rcuiarkablo 
tban that of bid younger kinsman. Id the committee, Dicb- 
inBon, who, as an opponent of independence, could promote 
only a tempomry constitution, ossunied the tiuik of drafting 
the great charter of union. 

Tho preparation of a plan of trcRties with fnreign poweiB 
wae intruetfd by ballot to Di(.*kinsoD, Franklin. John Adanu, 
IlarnMin. and Robert Morris; ami lietween .Tolm Adams and 
Dickinson there was no difference of opinion, that the scheme 
to be proposed should be confined to conmierco, without any 
gnmt of cxcluaive privilegea, and witLout any entanglement 
of a political connection or alliance. 

On tlie thirteenth a board of war, of which "Washington 
had cxpluinod tho extreme necesftity, wafi ^pointed, and John 
Adami? was placed at itA head. 

Ou the twenty-fourth congress " roeolred, that all per»na 
abiding within any of tlie united colonics, and deriving pro- 
tection from its laws, owe allegiance to tho said law?, and aro 
mombeni of each oohmy ; " and it cltar^ed tlie guilt of treason 
u|Hin " all members of any of tlie nnited eoIoniuK who abonld 
be adherent to tho king of Great Britain, giving to him aid 
and comfort*' The fellow-eubjecta of one king became fellow- 
Ueges of onu rupnblic. They all had one law of citizenship 
and one law of treaaoD. 
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TIIB rKOPLE OF EIVERy AM>nciOAS COIXJIfT DEUASTD 

Jc»E--JtTty 1770. 

A31ERICAN independeQce vae not an act of eudduii poeeloDf 
the work of one man or one assembly'. It luul been du- 
onasod iii oveiy part of tlio country hj farmer* and merclianw, 
bjr mfdianics and plantere, by the fi&lierinen and tlic Intck- 
woodeiuen; in town-meetings and from the pulpit; at social 
gatWrings and around tliu camp fires ; in newepapere and in 
pami>li)ctg ; in county conventions and oonierences of ctnn- 
mittecM ; in colonial oongTH^sce and aeecniblios. Tbo decifdon 
was put off only to awwrtain the voice of the poo]>le. Virgioit, 
having ntt«Tie<l her will, and comiiuiiiicated it to her sister oolo- 
i)ie8, proceeded, o» tbongh independence hnd been proclsimodt 
to form her con^jtitution. Horc counficltorg waited on her aft* 
Mmltly than they took notice of: UiL*y vrere aided in Uicir 
deliherations by the teachings of tlie law-giveni of GrBOee ; by 
the line of majjfielratca who Imd framed the lioman code ; liy 
tliose who hod written be»t in English on goremment and pub- 
lic freedom. They paased by monanJiy mid hereditary aris- 
tocracy as uneesential forms, and looked for the Belf-eulwislcnt 
elcmviitji of liberty. 

The principlee of the Virginia declaration of right* re- 
mained to her people as a perpetnal poseefi^ion, and a pledge 
of progrcee in more tranqnil days ; but for the moment inter- 
nal reforms were postponed. The elective franchiite was not 
eitondorf. nor was nnytliing dnne to alH>Ush plavery beyond 
the prohiblUun of tlie slave-trade. The king of EngLind po* 
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eeeeeA tlio crown 1>y hirtli aud for Uf« ; Oie chief execDtivc of 
Virginia owed his place to a.n olectiou by the general aa«jmbly, 
and retained it for one year. The lung wa£ intnieted with a 
veto power, limited witiiin BriUin, extravagajit and even retro- 
Bpectivo in the colonies ; rho recollection tliat " by an inhuman 
use of hitt negative be liad refused tbom peimisgion to exclude 
negroes by law*' misled tlie Virginians to withold tlie veto 
power from the governor of their own choice. 

Tho governor, like the king, had at his side a privy coun- 
cil ; and, in the construction of i\ih body of eiglit men, the 
desire for some permanent element of government is conspicu* 
otw. Braxton, in the scheme which he forwarded from con- 
gresB, would have hud the governor continue in authority 
during good behavior, the council of istutc during liftL tint 
Patrick Henry, Mason, and the other chief members of the 
convention, did not share this dread of the power of the poo- 
pie ; and notliiog more was conceded than thjit two only of the 
eight councillors ahould be triunnially changed, so that the 
body would be completely renewed once in the course of twelve 
years. The governor, with their odvke, had tlis ap|)ointmeat 
of militia officers and of jnsticea of the peace ; but the gen- 
eral oftKeuibly by joint b:illut elected the treasurer, tlie judges, 
and the ollicere of the higher conrta. The general aewmbly, 
like the Uriti^ parliament, consisted of two branches, an an- 
nual house of delegates and a senate of twenty-four mcnilx;ra, 
to 'be choeen from as many districts, and to be renewed one 
fonrth io each year. 

The convoution rccoguifiod the tcnitorial rights of Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, uid the CaroUnas, and the limit set by the 
peace of 1763; otherwise it claimed inrifdiction over all the 
region, granted by the second charter of King James I. The 
privilege of purcluksing Indian titles was reserved to the state ; 
but a right of pre-emjition was eecured to actual settlers on nn- 
appropriated landfi. 

In framing the eoogtittition, Geo^ Mason was aided by 
Richard Henry Lee and George TVythe; a form of govern- 
ment, sent by Jefferson, arrived too late; but his draft of a 
preamble waa adopted. Virginia became a republic. The con- 
vention, having on the twenty-ninth of June nnauimonaly 
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adopted the oooEtttTitioQ, trausfonned iteelf into a tcinporu? 
geuord assembljr, and luade choice by ballot of a governor and 
a privy cjuueil. Patrick Heuiy b<HJamo the chief magi«tf»U) 
in the comniouwealth which, he said, had jtifit formed "a &y^^M 
tota of goveriimeiit wwely caluukted to secure equal Ubertr,*'^^ 
and to take a principaJ ]iart in a war " involving the iaetiag 
luLppuioeei of a great proportion of the liuman ipeoice." ^ U 
George 111." wrote Fox, " should for a moment oompare lum- 
self to Patrick Henry, how liiimiliated he imi*t be 1 " 

On the fonrteenth of June, Connecticnt, urged l»/ the in- 
vitation and example of YJi^^nia, instructed its del^;iita! in ; 
favor of indopuuduoco, foreign alliancea, and a pernuuient 
Dniou of the colouiee ; but the plan of confederation was not 
to go into effect till it should receive the aescut of the several 
legislatures. That Puritan commonwealth, which had iu fact 
CDJojed a republican govemuieut more than a hundred yean^ 
then fint conducted its adiniDistrntion in its own name. 

On the game day and the next the Delawai« aswmblj, at 
the instance of Muckean, unanimoualy approved, tlm resolatioQ 
of congress of the fifteenth of May, ovcrtnmod the proprio- 
tary govenunent withiu her borclers, substituted her own name 
on all ocoAfiionB for that of tlio king, and gave to her delicto 
new iustructiona which left them at liberty to vote respecting 
independence accorduig to their judgment 

On the fifteenth the council and awembly of Xew Hani|K 
shire, in reply to a letter from Bartlett and 'Wlii[>ple, tlietr 
delegates iu congre^, unonimoiifily voted in favor nf >' declaim 
ing tlio tliirtocn united colonies a free and independent stato; 
and eolemnlr pledged tlieir faith and honor to wipport t]te 
measure with their lives and fortunec" 

On the first day of May 1770, Joseph Hawley wrote to 
£lbridge Gerr^- in congress: "There will be no abiding union 
without a declaration of Independence and a course of conduct 
on that plan. My hand and heart are full of it Will a goverv- 
meiit Htarid on recommendatioikBt It U idle to suppose sa Xay» 
without a real continental govommont, people will, by and by, 
sooner than yon may be Awxra of, call for their old consticn- 
tiona ajs tliey did In En^nd after Cromweirs death. For 
Qod's sake let there be a ftiU revolution, or all has been done 
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in vain. IndepoideQcc and a wcll'iilannud ooatinental goveni- 
mc-iit will saTO ub." The Msemljly of Maseachoeette advifiod 
the people in their town-meetiiifis to instruct their rcpruxmtar 
tiree on the qneetion ; and a very great majority of tho towns, 
all that were heard from, declared for it onanimouely. 

The choice of all Now England was egiontaiieoiis and tto- 
doiibteil. ItH extended Hue of sea-coiast, with safe nnd conve- 
nieut liarbore, defied the menace of a bloclriide ; its corapara- 
tlvelj compact population gave it a eense of Bocurity against 
the return of the enemy. 

Far different was the poeitiou of New York, which wm the 
first of the large central colonies to mark ont irrevocably her 
line of conduct. Devoted to oouunerce, Bhe poatcsscil but one 
seaport, and, if that great mart sliould fall into Uio hands of 
the British, she miut, for the time, reeign all maritime inter- 
cootBewith the world. Xlie danger was close at hand, distinctly 
poroeived, and inevitable. On the twcnty-fomth of May the 
vote of tlie continental congress, recommeudiug the e^abli«h> 
nient of n new gorerriinent, was referred to John Morin Scott, 
Haring, Remacn, Lewis, Jay, Cuyler, and Broome ; three days 
later l!<uni4en reported from tbe committee that the riglit of 
creating civil goveminetit is, and ought tt} hn, in the jieople, 
and that the old form of government wa« dissolved. On tbe 
thirt.y-6r»t naolationa were proposed by Scott, Jay, and Ilar^ 
ing, orilcriiig elections for deputies, with ample powers to 
institate a government which shoald continue in force until a 
fntore peace with Great Britain. But early in June tbe Now 
York Oongreas had to pass upon the Virginia proposition of 
independence. Tbia was the moment that showed the firmnees 
and the purity of Jay ; the darker the hour, tbe more ready he 
wae to cheer; the greater the danger, the more promptly he 
stepped forward to gaide. He had iDBisted on a aeoond peti- 
tion to tlto king, with no latent vrcaknc«8 of purpose. The 
hope of obtaining redress was gone ; ho could now, with por^ 
feet peace of mind, give free scope to Ids conviction^ and 
aeose of dnty. Believing that the prorincial congress then in 
session had not been vested «*iih power to diseolve the conneo 
taou with Grvat Britain, he held it necessary fir&t to consult 
the people thomselTes. For thi» end, on the eleventh of Jno^ 
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the Xew York coogrees, on hU motion, callwl upon tlie free- 
holders and electore of the colonj to confer on the depatita 
wliom tliey were about to clioi^e full powers of administering 
goveminent> framing a eoiiKtituUon, and deciding the great 
question of independence. 

In tliis manner tlie unaiumity of New Tork was in&nred ; 
her decision remained no longer in doubt, though it could not 
be forraallj announced till after tlio election of its convention. 
It VTW taken in the preeenoe of extreme danger, against which 
they knew that no adeijua-te jirepanitionii could be mada 
Bands of savages hovered on the inland frontier of the prov- , 
inoe ; the anuy of Ciinada waa A^Tug before disease and want 
and a vastly superior force ; an irreu^tible fleet waa ap[>rr>achiDg 
the harbor of its cliief city ; and a voteran army, computed by 
no one at lees than thirty thousand men, was almost in id^t. 
Little had been done by oongrees to re-enforce "Wasliington 
oscept to paea rotes ordering out large uumbum of militia from 
Maseachufiette, Connecticiit, New York, and >'ew Jersey, and 
Btill again more militia imder the name of the flying camps of 
PennsylcAnia, Delaware, and Maryland; and none of tliOM 
were to be engaged beyond Decemlier. Cengreee bad not yet 
authorized the employment of men for three years or for the 
war ; nor did it do so till near the end of -Tune, when it was 
too late for siiccees in onlistmeats ; the feeble army then 
under "Waahington's command was, by the eonditiona of ita ex- 
istence, to melt away in the aiituoin and coming u'iuter. 

Moreover, Tr^'on, ever unacrvpulouii and indefatigable, from 
on board the Duchess of Oordon, secretly sought through the 
royalist mayor of tlie city of New York and others to j>repare 
a body of conspirators, who gliould niiec an iiiKurrcctinn in aid 
of Howe on his arrival, blow up the jVmericau niagazinee, gahi 
poeecesion of the guns, and seise Waaliington and his princi- 
pal offiooTs. Some of the inferior agents were snfpccted of 
ha^Tng intvnde<l to procure Washington's death. There wern 
full proofs that the plan against his army was prosoeated with 
the utniort diligence ; bat it was disoovercd before it wa>^ ma- 
tured. It i& certain that two or three of bi£ own guard were 
portneis in the scheme of treachery; and one of them, after 
conriction before a couri'martiil, was hanged. It wag the first 
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military execntion of the revolation. This discovery of dan- 
ger fri>iu hidden foes made no change in tlie conduct of the 
conuiiander-in-cbief. 

The provincial ooogren of New Jersey, which came fresh 
from tlifi people with ample powers and organized itself in 
the ev(ning of the eleventh of Jimc, vrtm opetied with pnjer 
by John TiVithorspoon, an eloijnent Scottish minister of great 
ability', learning, and liberality; ready to dash into pieces all 
tmagos of fuU; gois. Bom near Ediuhurgli, tnuncd up at its 
onivereity, in 17*'S ho removed to Princotoii, to become the 
sncoeesor of Jonathan Edwards, Davis, and Kinley, as president 
of it« colle^ A comhatant of siceptictsm and the narroir 
philosophy of the matorialiBts, ho was deputed by Somonet 
county to take port in applying his noblo thcorice to the coo- 
stniction of a civil govemnienL 

The body of which he was a member was instmctod to pro- 
jwre for the defence of the colony against the powerful eneiny 
whose arri^id was Iioiirly expected ; next, to decide tlio qnefl- 
tion of independence ; and, lastly, to form and establish a con- 
rtitution. Tlicy promptly reaolved tc re-enforce the anny of 
New Vork M-ith thirty-three hundred of tho militia. "VTilliiun 
Franklin, tlie last royalist governor, etill tingercd at Perth 
Aml>oy ; and, iu the hope of dividing public opinion by tlio 
semblance of a regular conatitntionol gOTcnuncnt, ho hod, by 
proclamation, called a meeting of the general aesombly for thd 
twentieth of June. The convention, on the fourteentli, voted 
that his proclamntion ought not to be heeded ; the next day be 
waa arrested ; and, as ho refused to give his parole, w*s kept 
mider guard till ho could be removed to Connecticut. On the 
twenty-eecond it was resolved, by a vote of fifty-four agaiart 
three, *' that a government be formed for regalatiiig the inteiv 
nal police of the colony, pursuant to the reoonunendatiun of 
the continental congrew ; " and in that coDgreaa five frionda to 
independence were elected to represent New Jersey. As the 
oonetjtution, drafted by a committee of which Jacob Opoca, 
Frcsb^'torian minister of TLmovcr, wad tho chainnan, was re- 
ported before Independence had been declared, a daose pro- 
vided for the ooDtingcttcy of a reconciliation ; othorwiso iiiia 
charter from tho people was to remain firm and inviolable. Ita 
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piwdplee were : a l^slative power intnisteil to two eojwinto 
faoQseft; a governor annually chosen by tlitj legislature, nod 
poBBeeaiug a casting rote in one branch of tbe legwlatnre; 
jodges to bo appointed by tlic Icj^kture for seven years and 
for Sve years; the electiTo fnincbisti to be exercised by all in- 
habitants of full age who had been re&idents for twelve inonilia 
and posKe.'UHid fifty pounds prooIanuttOQ money. No Protestant 
could be denied auy rights or francliisoe on acooimt of his ro- 
ntons principles ; and to every person mthin the colony were 
gaaranteed the right to 'worship God according to tho diotiitM 
of hid own conscience, and au immunity from nil tithe« or 
chiirob rotee, except in conformity to his own engageinents. 

On tlie eighteenth of June tlte coiumitteee of Pbiladotphia 
and of tho several conntie« of Pennsylvania met at Carpc'-titvn' 
Hall in a provincial conference. Their duty was iiuperatlve, 
and yet ncccesorily the oocaaion of a bitter douicntic fend. 
The old proprietary govomnicnt, in an existence of more than 
ninety years, bad won the admiration of the wise tlirougboat 
the world by Its reapect for religions and civil liberty, bad 
kept itself free from the suspicion of having instigated or ap- 
proved the obnoxious measuree of the Uritiiih ministry, iumI 
liad maintained the attitude of ft mediator between porllanMot 
and Amonca. Wlicn tho obstinacy of the king left no room 
for reconciliation, it came naturally to its end. Such of the 
mem)>ers of tlie aaserably as reuinineil in their plaoea confoesed 
in a formoJ vote their "despair" of again bringing togctlier a 
quiimm ; and M'heu, oocording to the charter, tbey could only 
have kept their body alive by adjourning from day to duy, 
they made an illegal adjouminent to a day nearly two nioiltbs 
later than that appointed for the vote of congreee on indvpetw 
dence, leaving measured of defence unattended to. Tim ad- 
journment was an abdication ; and the people preparcfl prompt- 
ly and Mtucwhat rooghly to aupereede the expiring cystem. 
Nor were tlie proposed changes restricted only to fomu : a 
fierce demand broke ont for an iznmediatc extension of tho 
right of auflErage to those " whom," it was held, " the reaolire 
of congrees had now reudered electora." 

The ]>rovincial oonferenoe waa composed of raen who had 
hitherlo not been conoemed in the government. Thomas 
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Maclcetui woe cliosen its preeideut. On tho niiieteenth, ono 
hundred and four members being present, the resolution of 
congress of the fifteenth of May wag road twioe, and unani- 
niou&Ij approved; the pi-eseut goverumeut o£ the colony 
WHS condemned as luconipeteDt, and a new one was ordered 
to be formed on the authority of the people only. Every 
other colony had ahuaned the mixture of quefttioaa of interaa! 
rufonii with tho q^uuetiou of the relation to Grt'ut Britain ; but 
here » petition was read from Germans, praying tliat all aseo- 
oiators who were taxable uiigbt vote. In the election to the 
assembly, the poteeemon of tifty pounds proclamation mouey 
bad been required as the qualification of a rotor both in the 
city under its charter and in the counties, and the foreign bom 
must further have been natiimlizeJ under a law which retpLired 
an oath of alle^ance to the Hritinh king; tlie ounierence re- 
nving tho simple provision of •' the Great Law" of December 
1682 endowed every tax-payer with the right to vote for mem- 
ben* of tlic constitnout convention. No more did poverty or 
plitce of birth disfrancliiso free eithscntt in Pennsylvania. 

While in this manner the divisions arisiDg frota differences 
in national origin and iu wealth wore thrown down, the confer 
cnco, at the instance of Christopher Mnrshall who had been 
educated among the Friends and had left the society because 
he held it right t» draw the sword in defence of civil liberty, 
reaolved that the members elected to the convention should bo 
required to declare their faith m God the Father, Christ his 
eternal Son, the Holy Spirit, and the divine inspiration of the 
Scriptureo. The purt^niinded mystic did not perceive that he 
wi8 justifying an inqoisition by the civil authority into the 
&ee action of the soul, and a punishment for departing iu 
belief from the established faith of tlie state. 

It had not been the intention of the conference to perform 

administrative acta ; yet, to repair the grievous neglect of the 

iBScmbty, they ordered a 6ying camp of six thousand tnon to 

I %e colled oat, in eonformity to the vote of the continental con- 

grera. 

One thing more remained : on the afternoon of the twenty- 
foiirtli, on the report of a committee composed of Madcean, 
Beujaiuiu Rush of Philadelphia, and Jamee Smith of York 

TOU IT.— S8 
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connty, the membeps of the conference, giving their voices one 
by one with nnanimitj, prntinnnoed in behjilf of tliemBeKei 
and their eontticuL-uts their wiltiiignees to ooneur in a vote td-^J 
congress declaring the united colonies to be free and ind(?pea<^| 
(hint fitztea ; and an authenticated copy of the vote was, by ^* 
Mackean, their president, delivered directly to congrees. 

"Wiser were the people of Maryland, for they acted witl 
moderation aiid unanimity, from a eenso of riglit, and frran 
sympathy with their sister coloniea In May and the early ^y 
part of June the people, in county meetings, renounced tli«^| 
hope f>f reconciliation ; listening to their Toiccs, ^lo committee ^^ 
of eafety callod a convention ; and that body, aSBembliug od 
the tvrenty-fijBt of June, ]>Ittced itself in tho closest pclationfl 
with ib* constitnenta. On tlio retiueet of any one delegate, tfac 
yeaff and nnys might he taken and entered in its journal ; iti 
debates and proceedings wore pnblic. Its measQiee for ealling 
militia into active service were prompt and efficient. On 
afternoon of the day on which Monltrie repelled the Britt^i 
gqiiudron from Oliarleaton it concurred with Virginia on tbsj 
snbjoct of independence, n confodcratioii, truntiw with foreij 
powers, and tho reftervation of the intemsl government of each! 
colony to its own people ; and five days later, while tJie conti- 
Deotal congrcflB was aHll oonudcring tlic form of ita declaration 
of independence, it directed tho election of a new conrinttioii« 
to create a government by the sole authority of its peopk. 
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CnAPTER xxvin. 

THK raSOLCnoN AKD THE DBCLAiUTIOIV OT IHDEPIXDEyCS. 

Pkou thb Fiest to the PoDBTn OF July 1776. 

Os the morning of the fiist of 3niy, tlie dny set iport for 
conddcrin^ the resolution of mdopcndcac«, JoliD Adanie, con- 
fident as if the vote bad been taken, inroked the hloesing of 
heaTen to make the new-twm repnblie more gloriona tliaii any 
which lind goitc befon-. Wis heart melted with surrow nt the 
Bofferings of the army that hail been in Canada; he knew that 
England, ba'i-ing recovered that provmoe, commanded the 
npper lakts and the Mu«i»<)j>[)) ; tliat she had a free communi- 
cation with all tlio tribes of Indians ahwig the wcsteni fron- 
tiers, and vonld induce them hy bloodslieil and liro to ilrive in 
the inhabitants upon the middle settlements, at a time when 
the coA8ts might bo ravagod b^ the Britii^ ti»,vy and a «ingto 
day might bring the anny before New York. Independence 
cotild be obtained onlj hy a great expefiso of life ; bnt the 
greater tlie dnnger, the stronger was hiB determination, for he 
held that a free conatitation of civil goveiTiinQnt conld not be 
pnirhafied at too dear a rate. He called to mind the Sxed rule 
of tiie Romann, never to send or receive amhasRadors to treat 
of peace with their enemies while their affairs were in a disas- 
trous situation; and he was cheered by the belief that hia 
ooantT}'mcn were of thi; same temper and principle. 

At Lbe appointed hour, tho members, probably on tliat day 
fifty in nurob«r, speared in tlieir places ; among them, tho 
delegates lately chosen In New Jersey. The great occasui 
had hronght forth superior statesmen — men who joined mod* 
eration to energy. After tlicy had all passed away, their Ion- 
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g&vity was remarked as a proof of tbeir calm and tew[>cTate 
natore; full two tbirdH of tlie New England reprBewmtatlves 
lived beyond seventy jeai-s — nome of tlicui to Ik; eighty or 
nmety. Every colony was found to be represented, and tbe 
dolt^tta of all l)ut one hnd received full power of action. 
Cuniprcliunmvc !u^tnictions, rcacliiug the question of indepob- 
deuce witliout explicitly using tlie word, had been ^vu-n hj 
liaeMOhnsettd in Jamiaiy, hy Geor/pa on the ftfth of February^' 
by South Caroliim in Maroii. Nortli Carolina, in the word*' 
of Comeliua Hamett, on the twelfth of April, led the Mnyr in 
expressly directing its repreaentatiTw in eongre&fi to eonunr in 
a declaration of independonce. On the first of 1^:iy, Ma«a- 
ohosetts expunged the n^l stylo rnini all pubh'c proouedinga, 
and substituted tlie name of her *' govonimcnt and people ;'*^H 
on the fourth, Rhode bland more explicitly renoimced allegi-^B 
ance, and made its delegates the repreeentatirea of an indcpen- 
dimt republic ; Yirginia on the fifteenth, the very day ott'^H 
which John Ada.ms in congress carried lii£ meftftoro for justi-^^ 
tnting governments by the sole authority of the people, or- 
dered her delegates at PUiladulphia lo jtropt^ise independence^ ^M 
and by a circular letter commuuicAtod her resolve to all her ^^ 
si&ter eolonioB. The movement of Virginia was seconded al- 
most in Iier words hy Conne<ai(M]t on the fourteentJi of June, 
New Ilampdiire on the fifteentli, New Jereey on the tweutj- 
tirst, tlie conference of coounitteee of Pennsylvania on the 
twenty-fourth, Maryland on tlio twenty-eighth. Delaware OD 
the twoiity-eecond of March had still hope«l for oonciliation; 
bnt on the HfteenUi of June she inatmcted her delegates to , 
concur in forming further compacts betveen the uuit^id oolo- ^H 
uies, concluding treaties with foreign powers, and adopting ^^ 
such other measnree as should be deemed neeesean,- for pro- 
moting the lilMjrty, safety, and intertsts of America. Tlit* TOto 
of the eleventli of Jane ehowed the purpose of Now York ; ^hI 
but, under the accmuulaXion of diuigen^ her statesmen «-uLed ^^ 
a few days longer, that har voice for independence might havo 
tbe direct autliority of her people. 

The biiaincgs of the day began witli reading various letten^ 
among otbcxs one from Wadiington, who retomcd the whole 
number of hia men, present and 6l for duty, tnclnding the ooa 
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regiment of artillcrj-, nt seven thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-four. Of near fourteen hundred, the £relocka were bad ; 
more than eight hundred kid none at all ; three thousand eight 
hundred and twcDty-seven, more than half the whole nnmbcr 
of infantry, had no bayonet*. Of the militia who had fcocn 
called for, only uhotit a thoueand had joined the eampi. With 
this force the g(>neral waa to defend extenfiive Ituee against an 
army, near at hand, of thirty thousand veteruw. An expren 
from Lee made known that tifty-three shipo, with Clinton, had 
arrived before Charleston, of which tUe s^cty woe involved in 
doubt 

A nioro cheering letter, whicl) Chuae had forwanlcd by ex- 
press from Annapolifi; brought the first newB of the uiiauimity 
of the Maryland convention, whose vote for independence was 
produced and read. 

The order of tbo day eanio next, and oongrom resolved 
itself " into a committco of the whole to take into considora- 
tlon the resolution reiipuctin^ indepMidency." For a few imn- 
utes, eilenve prevaileil. Tn tlie ahaenee of the mover of tlie 
ttfohition, the eye^ of every one turned toward its t>evonder, 
John Adams; and the new members from Now Jersey ro- 
qno«t«d thiit the ttrgumeuts used in fonuer debates uiigiit ho 
rocApitiilatod. He luwl mwlc no preparatiim for tltat moniing; 
but for many months independence had been the chief object 
of his thonghta and his di&coorso, and tbo strongedt ai^:umeQtB 
ranged thcnuclvoa before his mind in th<^r natural order. Of 
bis sndden, impetnons, nnpremoditated speech, no minutes ever 
exifite<I, and no report wan maile. It » only remetnltered that 
bo set forth t)ic justice and the necessity, the RcaeoiiablcncaB 
and the adviintageit of a eoparation from Great Britain; he 
dwelt on the neglect and iiiuult witli whicli ttieir petititinn bad 
been created by the Icing; .iiul tut the vindictive spirit man!' 
(eated in the employment of German troops whose arrival waa 
hourly expected. lie conelnded by urging the pre«out tjuvs as 
the meet (tuitahlo for rctnilving on indepondonci-, iniumitu'li aa 
it bad liecooie (he first widi and the last instruction of the 
oommunitiee they repreeented. 

I>iekinson of Pennsylvania roee, not so innch to reply as to 
justify himself before congresa. He took pride in being tbo 
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ardent ueeertor of freodom, was ocaisciaits that bis -writing hid 
won Iiiui a great name, aad had prepared liim^elf with tbo Ttt- 
moBt care to vindicate lu6 opinionfi, which he would liavo heU 
it guilt to snppreas. These were bis words : 

" I ralue the love of my country aa I ought, but I valoe 
mj country more. The first caiii^xu^ will lio dociBivu of the 
oontroverBy. The dcduration will not Btiongtlien n» by one 
man or by the least supply, while it may expoee our soldios 
to additional cruelties aud outnigee. Without 8<Hne preliuaory 
trials of our Btrength, we ought not to oommit our coonbrj 
upon an altomatiTo, where to recede would be iniainj aud to 
persjat might 1>e destruetion. 

" No iustanco is reooUect«d of a |>eople, witliont a battle \ 
fought or an ully gained, abrogating forever their (soiinectioD 
with a wai-like commercial empire. It might unite the differ^ 
eut paitiea in Great Britaiu agtucat us, and it might create dift- 
union among ouredves. 

" It ii< Hitigiilorly disrespectful to France to make the deda- 
ration before her Mose is known, as we have Bcnt an agent 
oxprenlj to inquire whetlier Ruch a declaration would be ac- 
ceptable to licr, and wc have roii8'>n to bolievo ho in now arnrod 
at tlie court of VerBaillee. The door to acoouunodation vitii 
Great HrStnin might not tit be nhiil. until we know vr)mt tennt 
can b« obtained fi-om some competent power. Thus to break 
with her before we hare ooiupaeted with another ia to make 
experiment** on the lives and lilwrties of my ronntrj-roen. TVo 
ought to inform that power that we arc detcntiiiied to dechm 
ouraclvca independent, and to support that declaration witli 
DVir lives and fortunes, provided that power will appnt\-e the 
prooecding, acloMwledgc otu* independence, and enter inbo a 
treaty with as upon equitable aud advantageoua eouditiona. 

"The formation of onr goTcmmcnts aud an agreement 
npoD the temis of onr eonfodoration oo^t to pruceile the a^ 
sumption of our station among Baveroigna. A aovcreigntj 
composed of Reveral distinct liodiee of men, not subject to 
establifihod constitutiona and not combined togutlier by ood> 
firmed articlea of union, ia sach a Movereignty an has uerer 
appeared. These particolars wonld not be nnohaervod by for- 
eign kingdoma and alatcs, and they will wait for other proofa 
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of political energy before they will treat lu with tho desired 
atteation. 

'' With respect to ouisoItcs, the consideration is still more 
eerioos. The furuiiog oi oar govcmmeots is a new and diffi- 
cult woric. WLeu this is doue and tlie people perceive tliat 
llioy and their posterity are to live imder well-n^^ulattid oon- 
fttitutiona, they will be enoouraged to loot forward to inde- 
peudtmoti aa completing the nobto system of their political 
liappioeu. Tlui objociti ncaredt to dictn are uow euveloped in 
clonds and tinwu toon; distant appear confotted ; the rvladon 
one cidjsen is to hear to another, and the connection one state 
i£ to have with another, they do not^ cannot, know. 

*^ Tho oonf ederatioa ongbt to bo settled before the declara- 
tion of independence. Foreigners will think it most rt^ilnr ; 
the wealcer Htates will not be in bo raudi daugur of having difi- 
advautagcous terms iRi]K>«cd upon thorn by the etrunger. If 
the declaration is Brat niade, political neceaBities may urge on 
the acceptance of oondition;^ highly diBagreeable to parts of the 
union. The present comparative circuniatanoos of the colonies 
aru now toli;rahly well imdcrdc<x)d ; but some tiuvo very ex* 
traordiiiary clainis to torritorj, that, if admitted, as they might 
be in a future oonfederation, the terats of it not being yet ad- 
jnated, all idea of the prceent oompariaon between tliom would 
be confounded. Those whoso bomidarie« are acknowledged 
would sink in proportion to the elevation of their neighbors. 
Beoidee ; unlooated landd, not comprehended within acknowl- 
edgad lM>undanee, arc deemed a fund sufliciont to defray a vast 
part, if not the whole, of the ex{K!nauH iif the war. These 
ought to bu ocHisidured un the pmperty of all, acquired by the 
arttttf of alL The boundaries of the eolooies ought to be fixed 
before the declaration, and tlielr respectire rights mutually 
guaranteed ; and nnlocated lands ought, previonn to tliat decla- 
ration, to be liolrnuily appropriated to the benefit of all ; for it 
may be extremely diiiicuit> if not impracticable, to obtain these 
deciaons afterward. When things sluJl l>e thus deliberately 
rendered firm at home and favorable abroad, then let Auicrioa, 
bearing np hor glory and tho destiny of her children, advance 
with majestic stepd and aa&ame her station among the sov- 
ereigns of the world." 
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"Wilson of Peimsj-ltraiiia could no longer agree with lui col- 
league. He had at an early daj foreeeen independence as tie 
prohulilc thongh not tlie intended result of the contoet ; he had 
unifonuly declared in his place that he never would rote for it 
contiiiry to his inetmctioiie, nay, that he regarded it as eomo-j 
thing more than preemption to take a etep of ruc)i itnportancej 
without express instructions and authority. " For," asked he,j 
"ought thin act to he tho act of four or five individualei, or 
should it be the act of the pwjple of Peiimylvania ?" Bat, 
now that their authonty was communicated hy the conference 
of coiiiiuttteeB, he stood od very different ^n^imd. 

Before tha end of the dohatt; nwo Withcrapoon of Xewl 
Jersey. In a ehort speech he remarked that though be had 
not heard all the duooBsioDB m thut hody, yet he had not 
wauLud ample aooroee of infoniiatiuu ; and that, in his jadg- 
ment, the coontiy vna not only lipc for independence, bnt was 
in danger of becoming rotten for want of it, if its declaration 
were longer dekyed. Others spoke; among tiiem probably 
Paca of Mar}'land, Mackc«n of Dolawaro, and, undoubtedly, 
Kdward RutJedgeof South Carolina; hut no aurheutic rccoM 
of their remarks hoa beea prGservcd. Richard Uenry Leo and 
"Wythe were both on that day at the Virginia oonvontion in 
Williamsburg. Before the vot« was taki-u, the delegates from 
New York read to the committee a letter which they had 
receircd from the provincial coogreM, cxphuning why their 
formal concurrence rau«t, for a few daw longer, be withheld. 
The roeolution for independence was then miKtainctl by nine 
ooloiues, two thirds of the whole nnmher; the vote of Sonth 
Carolina, unanimoutily it would seem, wae in the negative ; m 
wad that of FcnnsylTania, by the TOte of Dick)nw>rL, Uorria, 
Hnmi>hn>ys, and Willing, against FrantUn, Morton, and Wil- 
flon ; owing to the abacoco of Bodncy, Delaware was divided, 
each member voting under the now inetmction according to 
his former known opinion, ^tackenn for indei)endeQcu and 
Read against it. 

The committoo roee, and Ilarrifion rt^ported the rv^olntion ; 
but, at the rwiuwl of Edward Rntledgi", on behalf of Sonth 
Carolina, the determination upon it waa put uf! till the lU 
day. 
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A letter from Washington, of the twenty-ninth of June^ 
wa£ tlicn read, from wtiich it appeared that Hon-e and forty- 
tivo aliipif or more, Iwleu with troope^ had arrived at fiuidj 
Uook, and that the n-holo fic-ct waa expected in a day or two. 
" I am hopeful," wrote the general, " that I shall get eotne ro- 
enforccmonta before they ore prcpar&d to attack ; l>o that as it 
may, I stiall make the best dispoettion 1 can of our troopa." 
Not all who were round hini bad finniiees like hia own ; Ke«d, 
the new adjutant-general, quailed before the ineqnality of the 
Britifih and Amoncan force, saying : *' Had I known the true 
posture of afiaira, no consideration would have Tvuipted me to 
hare taken an active part in this aecne." No one knew better 
than the commandoi^in-chief the exceedingly discoomging 
aspect of military affaire ; but his serene and unfaltering coiir- 
agu in tUia hour woe a support to con^:rc«8. His letter waa 
referrc<I to the board of war M-hicU tliey had recently estab- 
lished, and of which John Adams was tlie president. 

On llie second day of July there were present in congreeB 
probably forty-nine memlwrs. Kodney had arrived from Dela- 
ware, and, joining Mackean, Hfcurod that colony. Diekineon 
and IktorriH stayed away, which uuul>led Fraukha, Wilson, and 
Morton of Penndylvania, to oiit>-ote Willing and TTiimphrej'B. 
The South Carolina members, still uncertain if Charleston had 
not fallen, for the sake of unanimity, came roand ; so, though 
New York was still onabic U) vote, twelre colonies, with no 
dissenting one, reeolved : "Tliat theee united colonies are, and 
of light ought to W^ free and independent states; tliat they 
arc ab«olvcd from all allegiance to the British crown, and that 
all political connection between them and the state of Great 
Britain hi, and oug))t to be, totally dissolved." 

At the end of Uiis great day the mind of John Adams 
heaved like tbo ocean after a storm. **Tho grenteet (pea- 
tirai," he wrote, ** was decided which over waa debated in 
Amerioa, and a greater, perhaps, never waa nor will he do- 
cided among men. When I look bat^k to 17(>1, and run 
through the series of political events, the chain of causes and 
cSccta, I am surpritHxl at the suddenne^ as well aa greatness 
of thin revolution. Britain haa been filled with folly, and 
America with wisdom. It is the will of heaven that the two 
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countries should be Bimdered forever ; it may be the wiU of 
heiLTou thut America aLudl auilLT calamities still more watting 
and distreoseo jot more dreadful. If tliis ia to be tlio case, the 
Xnrnace of atUiction proditoei:) retinoiiKUit in Ktatee aa well u 
individuitld; but I submit all my bopos and fears to au ora- 
ruling Providonco, ia which, uufoabioiublo as the fiutli outj 
bo, 1 tirnily beheve. 

"Uad a declaration of iodependenco boon made aeran 
months ago, wc might befuns thia Lour havo formed aUiancM 
with foreign stuUx; we should have mastered Qacbec, and 
b«en in possobsion of Canada ; but, on the other hand, tlio dahy 
has many graat advantagBs attending it. The hopes of jvooo* 
ciliation which were fondly entertaxne<l by multitudes of the 
houcdC and weU-meaniug, though weak and mistaken, have 
been gradually and at laat totally extinguished. Time Lad beoo 
giveu for the whole jiuoplu maturely to ooneidor tho gre*t 
question of indopondonc«, so tliat in erery oolony of the ihir^ 
teen tJiey hare now adopted it as their own act. 

" Bat Clto day ia paseod. The second day of Jnly ITTG 
will be the moet memorable epoclia in the history of America ; 
to be celebrated by auooeeding generations as the grcot anni- 
versaiy festival, commemorated ae the day of deliverance, by 
Bolemn acta of derouon to God Almighty, from ono end of tin 
continuat tu the uther, from this time forward foruvurmore. 

" Yon will think me transported with cnthanasm, but I am 
not I am well aware of the toil and blood and treasuro that 
it will cost OS to muQtaiu tliiH declaration, and support and 
defend these atatvs ; yet, tbrongh all the gloom, I can see the 
raya of light and glory ; tliat tlie end is worth all the means j 
that posterity will triumph in tliut ila/e traoeaction, eroD 
thou^ we ithouid me it, which I trust in God we ttiall not." 

The rcsoluttoQ of oongroGB changed the old thirteoi Britiah 
oolomes into free and indepetwloot states. It rcuiaineil t<> eot 
forth tlio reason for this act, and ttie principles wtiich the new 
people wonUl own as their guides. Of the committee aj>- 
pointad for tliat duty, Thomna JaSetson of Virginia had re- 
ceived tlie hirgost number of votes, and was in that manner 
aingled out to draft the confession of faith of the rising empire. 
He owed this distmction to respect for the colony which be 
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reprc«eutcd, to tlie confommatc ability of ttie gtate papeiB 
wliidi lie had already written, and to that general favor which 
followa merit, modesty, and a sweet dispositioD ; but thu <]aal< 
ity M'hicb apociolly fitted him for the taak waa thu eyitipathetic 
cluir&ctor of his uaturu, by which hu wiu; able with inetioctiro 
I>erc6ptioD to read the eoul of the natiirn, aiid, having collected 
its best thoughta and nobleat fcetlugi;, to give tliem out in clear 
and bold words, mixed with so little of himecLf that Uie conn- 
tiy, as ic iv'tiit along with him, found notliiuf* but wtiat it 
reeogniiMjd aa ittt own. Bum to uu iudepi>»d»ut fortune, ho 
had from his youth been an indefatigable student. ** The glow 
of one warm thought was worth more to him than money." 
Of a hopeful temperament Bid a IraQijuU, pbilotiophii: catit of 
niind, alwa^'a tcmperatu in hi» mode of life and decoroos in 
his maonerB, he waa a perfect master of his paeeions, Ue was 
of a dclioate oigauization, aad fund of elegance ; his tastes 
were reflnod ; laborious in liis apptic-ation to hiisinees or the 
pimoit of knowled^, music, the most Bpiritiial of all pleasures 
of the MtUGS, waii ]m favorite recreation ; and he took a. neror- 
failing dolight in the varied beanty of rural life, builditig him- 
self a home in the loveliest region of his native state. Ho 
was a Kkilftil boniuman, and viith elastic stop would room thd 
monntaina on foot. The range of hia studies was ver>' wide; 
he XiTis not unfauuUajwitli the litentiireof Greece and Koine; 
had an aptitude for lUittltenintics and mechanics, and loved 
especially the natnral scienoea; Koming nothing but metar 
physics. Ilritish gOTemors and officials had iutnxluovd into 
WilliiuuBbnrg the prevoJent free-thinking of Engliahmen of 
that century, and Jeffereon li»d grown up in its atmosphere; 
he was not only a hater of priestcraft axtd superetition and 
bigotry and intolerance, he was thought to b« iudiUcmnt to 
religion ; yet his iosdncts all inclined him to trace every fact 
to a general taw, and to put faith in ideal truth ; the world of 
tJie eexiies did not bound his aBpiration?, and he believed more 
tlinn he hiinself was aware of. lie was an idealist in his habits 
of thought and Ufo, and lie was kept so, in spite of cireura- 
etanoee, by the irresitttible bent of his character. He hiicl great 
power in nuf^tering details as well as in marching for gtjneral 
principles. UU profeasion was that of the law, in wliick lie 
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w&a raetliotlit^il, paiostaldiig, and sncoesehil ; at the same tims 
lie pursued it afi a science, and was well read in tbe law of 
nature and of nations. "Whatever he had to do, it was his 
custom to prcpwo himeolf for it capffully; ntid in ptiblic life, 
when others were at fault, diey ofleu founil tUat he h:id alreadjr 
liewed out the vr&y; bo that in council men willingly gn^e him 
tbe leadj win'cb he never appeared to claim, and was alwa^ 
alile to uudertalce. But he rarely ejxiko in public, and was lea 
fit to engage in the war of dultatc thiUL calmly to sum up ita 
conclusions It was a bcatitifiil trait in his character tliat tio 
was free from envy ; ho is the constant and best witnoaa to the 
greutuc^ of John Adams aa tho advocate and defender of in- 
dependence. A common object ihw riveted the two etatosmen 
together. At tliat period Jeflureon, by the general oouscntof 
Virginia, stood first among her civilians. Just thirty-three 
years old, married, and happy in his family, affltiont, with a 
bright career before him, hewa:^ uo ronb innovator by his char- 
acter or liis position; if his eonvictioos drove him to demand 
independt-noe, it was only because he could no lon^'or live with 
honor nnder the Britiah "comtlitulion, which he Rtltl acknowl- 
edged to be better than all that had pi^ceded it" Ilia onun- 
ciatloD of general principles was fearless, bnt be was no 
visionary devotee of abstract tlieories; the nnnsling of his 
country, the ofispring of his time, he set about the work uf a 
practical smtesman, and tbe principles which be set forth grew 
BO naturally out of pmvioiLs law and the facta of the past that 
they struck deep root and have endured. 

The Dutch manifesto of the twen^-sixth of June 1581, 
renounced Spanish eoverc-ignty "according to the rights of 
nature." " Kvery man knows," it said, '*that rabjects ore not 
created by God for prinoes, bnt princes for the salce of their 
subjects. If a prince endeavors to tnko from his BubjcetK their 
old Ubcnies, privileges, and cuBtoms,he must be considered not 
aa a prince, bat as a tyrant;" adding, "and another prince 
may of right be chosen in his plaoe as the head." 

From the fulneaa of bis own mind, without consulting one 
single book, yet having in memory the example of the Swias 
and the manifesto of the Tnlted Provinces of the Nothcriands, 
JeSeison drafted the declaration, in Trliich, after citing the 
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primni principloe of govommcDt, he preeented tho complaints 
of tlio llaittid States agaituit England in tti« thre« d»iiiiH» of 
the iniquitrtus use of tho royal prerogative, the asiirpatioB of 
legiBlative power over Aiueriea by the king in parliaiueot, and 
the ineasores for enforcing (he acts of the British parliament. 
ITf> submitted tliu ])a]>cr separately to FrauUin and to Jolui 
Adams, accepted from each cff them one or two vvrljid, anim- 
portaat corrections, and on the tvrenty-eighth of Jane reported 
it t') congrca, whieh, on the second of July, imjiiediately after 
adiiptiiig the rcsulutioD of independence, entered upoD its oon- 
adoration. During the remundor of that day, and tho nvxt 
two, the language, the statements, and the prineiples of the 
paper were closely ecanned. 

In the indictment agninst George III., Jefferson had writ* 
ten: 

** Ho h^ waged cruel war against human nature iwelf, vio- 
lating it< iiioiit sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons 
of a distant people who never offended bim, captivating and 
carrying tbcm into slavery in another heniiephefe, or to incor 
miserable doath in tlmir transportation thither. This pirfttieal 
warfare, tho opprobritun of infidel powers, is tho •viturtar& of 
the Christiaa king of Great Britain. Detemiined to keep 
open a market wiiere men should be bought and soUl, he has 
proetitQtod his negative for supproesing eveiy Icgielativo at- 
tempt to prohibit or to reatmin this oxeeniblo eoimueroe. 
And, that thia asaembUge of IwrrorR might want no fact of 
distingniahed dye, he is now exciting thoec very people to riee 
in arius among ua, and to i)urchafie that liberty of which ht; baa 
deprived them by murdering the people on whom lie also ob- 
truded them ; thu» paying off former crimen oonunittcd iigainst 
the libertifs of one people with crimee which he urges them to 
comrutt agaiiut the hvea of another." 

Theeo words expressed precisely what had happt-iuKl in 
Virj^nia ; she, m well as other coloniee, had persevcrinf^ly at- 
teiupted to repress the ekve^nde ; the king had perw>vtiring]y 
used big veto to protect it; (he governor, clothed with tho 
king's authority, luul invited idavc« to rise against their mas- 
ters; but It could not be truly md that all tlie colonies had 
beeu always withoat blame in regard to the commerce, or that 
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in Auieiica it liad been escliuirely the g^iilt of tho king of 
Great liritatn ; and therefore tbo ecvcro strictures oa the nse 
of tlic tang's nefiiative^ eo tTcficreoiL wrote for the guidance of 
hiBtaryy '* were di^pprovedlij some eoutJiern geutlouion, wboM 
reflections were not yet matiired to the full abhorronce of that 
traffic; and the ofEowive expreeaons were immediately jield- 
ed." Congreeg had already manifeetod its own eeutiuients hj 
tboabeohitepnihilutioii of the slave-trade; ajid that proliibicion 
was then rei^pected in every one of the thirteen states, inclod- 
ing South Oaroluut and Qeorglu. This is the occasion whoi 
the slavo-tmde was firat linuided iw a piracy. Many 0tat«»men, 
among thum Edmund Ptindlctun, provident of the Virginia con- 
TeQtioii, always re^i^tted that the passage had been atrickcn out ; 
and the eamoitiLees of the doDuuciation. lost ita author no fjiends. 

All other changos and omieelone in JofEenon's paper 'w«m 
^thor insigniBcant or much for the better, rendering ita laa- 
guiige inor» torso, more dispasfiionate, and more exact ; and, jn 
tlic craning of the fourth day of July, Now York stiU abstain- 
ing from the vote, twelve statefi, without one cegatire, agreed 
to this "Declaration by the Ropreaentativea of the United 
States of America iu Coiigrees assembled : 

" When, in the coarae of hmnan events, it becomes n«ce»- 
MTV for una jieoplc to dii»olvc thti pnliticnl bandx wliicli hare 
connected tlicni with another, and to aasume, among the powers 
of the enrtb, the separate and equal etation to which the lawi 
of natnre and of nature's God entitle them, a doocDt rcapoct to 
the opiniona of manldnd requires that thoy should docUro the 
oauBOB which impel them to the eeparation. 

" We hold these tmtlw to be aelf-evidont, that nil men are 
created o<ptal ; tliat they are endowed by their Crcntor with 
certain unalicaable riglits ; that amoog Uieeie, are lifo, til>ert7', 
and the [luraiiit of luippinecw. Tbnt, to secnro tho^e rights, gor- 
eminents are institnted among men, deriving their jiiet powers 
from the conaout of the governed ; that, wlienevur any form of 
govenimcat becomes dcetracttve of theee endu, it in the right 
of the people to alter or toahoUah it, and to institute anew gor* 
emment, laying its foundation on such principltti, and organic- 
ing it« [Mwcra in sucli form, as to them shall lieetn most likely 
to effect their safety and happineee. Prndenoo, indeed, will 
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dictate ttuit goveramentg long estublisfaed, sliotUd not be 
ohsnged for ligljt oiid traimietit cauHeti ; and, Hccordmgly, all 
experience li»tb sliown, tliat mnnldnd are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are Bofferable, tbaa to right tlicinsclvee bj 
abolishing the forms to "which they are accustomed. But, 
when n long train of abiwca and iiBuqiations, pursniiig iuvari- 
My the luuui} object, ovinc^ a dutagn to reduce them nnder 
abBolifte despotism, it ifl their right, it is their duty, to throv 
off such government, and to provide new guarde for their fu- 
ture iH.-euritr. Such luiA hueu thv patiuut (niffonuico of these 
colonies, aiid each is dov the necessity which oonstTiUBS them 
to alter their lonner systemfi of government. The hifrtorp of 
the prvHent king of Groat liritain in a history of repeated inju- 
ries and iwurpfttionR, nil luring, in direct object, the estabHah- 
meut of an absohite tyranny over these stateA. To prove this, 
let facto be submitted to a candid world : 

** lie has refused his assent to laws the moet wholesome and 
■Meuary for tlie public good. 

" Me ha« forhiddcu hU governors to pass laws of immediate 
and preasiag importanoo, nnless Biispended in their Opcratioit 
till hifi ittfcnl shtynhl I>c obtuiuud ; oiid, when so eue}HUidcd, ha 
has utterly iicgloct4xl to attend to thcia. 

" lie has refused to paas other laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, unless thcec people would relin- 
qnifih the right of representation in the IcgiBlatnre ; a right in- 
estimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

" Ho has called together loginlative bodies at places imufinal, 
imoomfortablGi, and distant from the depository of t^cir publics 
reoords, for the sole pnrpoeo of fatiguing them into compliance 
witli \m uieaitnrB!!. 

" He has dissolved representative lioases repeatedly for op- 
posing, with manly hrmness, his inva«ons on the rights of the 
people. 

" ITn has rofuscd for a long time after soch dissolntions to 
cause others to be elected ; whereby the l4^;ielative powers, in- 
capable of annihilation, have retnmed to the people at large 
for their cxerdse ; the State rvmnining. in the mean time, ex- 
posed to all the dangen of invaeion from without, ami convul- 
sions within. 
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"Ho hns endeavored to prevent tbe popalation of tfaeeo 
Statoe; for tliat purpose obstructing tlio \av6 for DatumllEattoil 
of foreigners ; r^uBuig to pass otliers to encourage thuir mign- 
tiona tiitber, aud nilsiug tLe oonditiotift of new sppropriatiooB 
of Uuids. 

" He has obstructed the admmistration of justice hjr refa»- 
ing his asaent to lawe for estahlishing judiciary ix>wers. 

** He has mado judges dc-j^uudcnt ou hib will alone for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount and paTment of their 
Bklaries. 

" Ea has erected a mtUtitude of new offices, and aont hither 
swarms of officers to hames our people and cat out th^ sob- 
stance. 

" He huH Icept among ns, iu tiinea of pi^ce, standing armiai^ 
without tlie couMint uf our legitilature. 

" He has aJlectal to render the military independent of, 
and superior to, the oiWI power. 

" He has comhined, with otheiv," [that i», vitli the loida 
and commons of Britain] " to subject us to a jurisdietiua for- 
eign to our constitution, and unacknovrlodged hy our lain; 
giving his assent to their acts of ])rctoudod Icgislatioa : 

" For quartering loi^ bodies of armed troops among tu ; 

"For protecting tliem, hy a mock trial, from pimishmeat 
for any mnrders whicli ihcy should oonunit on the liilLaliituits 
of these States : 

** For cutting olT our trade with all parts of the world ; 

" For imposing ta-xes on ns without our consent ; 

**For depriving as, in many caMs, of tlie beueSta of trial 
by jury ; 

'* For transporting tis beyond eeas to be tried for prcteuded 
offences; 

" For abolishing the free ^rstom of English laws in a neagfa* 
boring proviuoo, cetahliahing thereto an arbitrary govemmcnty 
and enlarging it« boundaries, ao as to reuder it at once an ex- 
ample and lit instromoat for intTodadng the same abMlnte 
rule into these colonics ; 

** For taking away our charters, abolishing onr most ralit- 
able LiwH, and altering, fandamentaUy, the fonns of our gov- 
ernments; 
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" For ittspcnding oar own legUlatnres, and declaring them- 
selves iiiTeeU-d with power to lepelato for us in all ca&es what- 
soever. 

" He lias abdicated goremmeiit here bj declaring lu oat 
of liifl protection, and waging war against as, 

'' Hu has plundered our seas, ravaged oar ooaetei bomt our 
towDN. and daitro^'cd the lives of our people. 

" He is, at thw time, tmnsporting large armies of foreign 
mercenariea to complete the works of death, desolation, and 
tyranny-, already begun, with eirciimslaQees of cruelty and pcr- 
lidy Mrarcely puralluled in Uio tnoat biirbaroQa ngue, and totJiUy 
unworthy the Iiead of & civilized natimi. 

'* He haa constrained our fellow-citizeiks taken captive on 
the high seaa, to bear anm »gsunf<-t their uotiiitry, to become 
the exocntttonorg of thoir fricnda and brethren, or to ^I tli«m- 
Belvea by their hands. 

'' He has excited domestic instnrrectione amongst ug, and has 
endeavored to bring on the inlmbitanta of oar frontiers, the 
merciless Indian aavagea, wboae known rule of warfare ia an 
tmdistingiiialied deettmction of all agt^ scxcH, and conditions. 

" In every stage of these oppreesions, we liave petitioned 
for redrese, in the most humble tcniia ; our repeated petitiooB 
Lave been anawcrod only liy repeated injury. A prince, whoee 
oh&ractor is thus luarkc-d by every act which may detind a 
tyrant, i& unfit to be the mlcr of a free people. 

" Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British 
bretlirou. "Wo have warned thotn, from time to time, of at- 
tfflcapta by their legii^tatnre (u extend an uiiwarranLablu jurisdio- 
tion over its. Wo have reminded them of the circiiniatanoea 
of oar emigration and settlement here. VTe have ajipe-iled to 
their nutivtf juslioe and magnanimity, and we have coujared 
them, by the tic8 of onr oommoD kindred, to diwivow these 
usurpationa, which would inevitably interrapt oiir connections 
and correspondence. They, too, have been deaf to the voice 
oi justice ami of oonsangainity. Wo most, therefore, ocquieero 
in the neceesify which deaounces our separatioa, and hold 
them, aa wa hold the Kst of mankind, enemies in war, in peace, 
Mciul4. 

" We, therefore, the repreeentativea of the Ustted States 
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OP AMimioA, in Gia;KRAt, C«sori-ss asstemUocI, appealing' ti> tli 
Supreme Judge of tlie world for iho rectittido of i.>ur mteo- 
iion^ do, in tbe Dune, and hy the authority of tlie good people 
of tliGBa colonies, eolemnl^ publi&h and declare, Thut tfton 
Uaited Colonies are, aiid of right ought to Iw, free and nniS' 
PENBBST BTATB8 ; that they are abeolved from all alle^anoe to 
the Britiah crown, and that lUI political counoxion Lctweea 
them and tbe Mate of Great Britam i«, aud ought U} be, totally 
dissolved ; and that, as Fuze and IxDETEirDENT Statxs, the^ 
liave full powtr to levy war, uonclnde peace, contract alliaaoee, 
eHtalilitdi ounuueroe, aud to do all other acts and tliillf;8 which 
I»dei'i:ndkxt Stxtks niay of right do. And, for the support 
of thie declaratioii, with a firm reliance on the protection of 
DivLNK p!«)v©E»cE, we mutuiJly pledge to each uUier cbt, 
Uvm, uiir fortunes, and our aaei-cd honor.** 

ThiisiuuuurCiiJ citat*; puperwim "the genuine effniiioQ of the 
80ul of the country at tliat time," the revelation of its mind, 
when, in ite yonth, its enthaaiasm, its enhUtuc ooufronting of 
danger, it rose to the highest crcitiivc powcre of which nun is 
capable. Tho bill of righte which it promnlgatoe is of rights 
that are older than htunan institutions, and spring Xrotn the 
«trmal jiiPtico. Two jKiIitical theories divided tho world : one 
fonnded the commonwealth ou tUe admntage of tho state, tho 
policy of expediency, tlie other on tlie iininiitahle principles of 
morals ; the new rf^piiblic, as it took it« place among tho powers 
of the world, proclaimed it^ faith in the tnith and reality and 
nncliaiigeablenctu of freedom, virtue, aud right The heart of 
Jefferson in writing the declaration, and of congress in adupting 
it, hcttt for all humanity ; tlic awcrtion of right was nindo for 
tbe entire world of mankind and all coming gcnurationH, with- 
out any exception whatever ; for the proposition which admits 
of exceptions con never be self-evident A.^ it was put forth 
in tho name of the aacendent people of that time, it wa« eara 
to tnake the cirotiit of the "world, pacing everywhere through 
tho dcgpotio ooontriea of Enropo ; and the latoiuBbed natiotu, 
as thoy road that all men are created oqaal, started out of their 
letharg}', like thooo who have been exiles from childhood, when 
they suddenly hear the dimly remembered accenta of their 
mother tongue^ 
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!□ the next place, the dcclantioii, aToidlng specioos and 
vag^e geoGralitieft, grouncU it^lf with anxious cnrc apon tbo 
post, and recoQcUea nght and fact Of nniversal priuciplM 
enough is repeated to prove tliat America chose for her own 
that eyeX/em, of politics which recognises the rule of eternal jns* 
ticb ; and Lulopendeace is rindicated hy the application of that 
nile to the grievous instracttoiu, law«, ami acu, proceeding 
from the king, in tiie exercise of his prerogative, or in concHP- 
renco with the lords and ootninons of Great Britain. The 
csolouicB proftased to drive book innovation8> and not, with 
roving zeal, to overturn all traditional inoqualitice ; thoy were 
DO reboU a^^unst the past, of nrhich tbev imsw the pieeent to 
be the child ; with all the glad anticipations of greatneee that 
broke forth from the prophetic bouI of the yoiithfiil natioD, 
they took their point of depniture froia the world as it waa 
Thcj did not declare against niooarohj itself; they eought no 
general overthrow of all kings, no univenal system of repub- 
lics; nor did thpy cherinh in their hearts a lurking hatred 
against pniioeii. Till \rithm a few years or months, loyalty to 
the houfw of Hanover bod been to ihem another naniv for tfao 
love of civil and rotigioua Ultcrty ; the British rY>ni>titution, the 
best system that had ever lieen devised for the eecnrityof lib- 
erty and property by a representative government. Neither 
Franklin, nor Washington, nor John Adams, nor Jcffcreon, 
nor Jay, had over espresaed a ]>rofcrenco for a republic. The 
voices thut roBO for independence spoke also for alliances with 
kings. The sovereignty of George III. wiis renounced, not be- 
vaum he waa a kii^, bat becwue he was deemed to be " a 
tyrant" 

The Insurgents, u they took up self-government, manifeet- 
ed no impatience at the recollection of having been ruled Ijy a 
royal lino, no eagemeas to blot out memorials of their former 
state ; Ihcy sent forth no Hugh Peter to recommend to the 
mother country the abolition of monarchy, which no one scorns 
to have proposed or to have wished ; in the moment of rcvolo- 
tion in America, they did not counsel the English to undertake 
a revolution. The republic was to America a godeend; it 
came, though unsought, because aocicty contained the olementa 
of no other organization. Here, and in that century here 
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only, vroB a [%ople vhich, by its odocation and l»rge and hag 
experience, was prepareJ to act as the depositary and carricr 
of all political power. America developed her choice from 
witluD liereelf ; aud tliereforo it is that, cousoious of foUovrin^' 
an iimer law, iihe never made herself a propagandist of her 
system, where tlie condidona of aocoess were wanting. i 

Finally, the declaration waa not only the announcement of 
the birth of a people, but the cetablLuliiueiit of a national gor- 
cnuncnt; a mutd imperfect nne, it is true, hut still a goveni- 
moDt, in conformity with the limited cODetitacut powers which 
each colony bad conferred upon its delegates in congress. The 
war WM no longer n civil war; Britain was bocomo to the 
United States a foreign eonntry. Every former subject of tb4 
British king in the thirteen eotonies now owed primary ailcgi- 
auoe to the dynasty of the jwuple, and became a citizen of the 
new republic; except in this, everything remained as before; 
every man retained his rights; the colonies did not dlaaolve 
into a state of nature, nor did the new people undertake a so- 
cial revolutiou. The maiiagL-meitt of the internal polico ami 
govemment waK carefully reeervod to the separate states, which 
could, each for itself, enter upon the career of domestic rc- 
fomu. Bnt the states vhich were henceforth independent of 
Britain wore not independent of one another: the United 
States of America, presenting themselves to mankind as one 
people, aasomed powers over war, peace, foreign alliances, and 
commerce. 

The declaintion waa not signed by the members of congrees 
on the day ou which it van agreed to, bat it was duly anthen- 
ticated by the president and secretary, and pablished to the 
world. The nation, when it made the choice of its great annt- 
veniarv-, tsclectcd not the day of the resolution of independence 
when it eloi^ the past, bat that of the declaration of the priii* 
di^ee on which it opened its new career. 
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From Ibe Diiooverf of the CoBtinenL Bjr Geoicn IUvc»orT. 

As entirely acw e<IiUi>n, fotily rewritten uid tbor^uglily 

revised. To be ronipktnl in jiz volunici, ocIsto. 



Tit aufier kat madt tstfiume iAangn in Iht ttxt, tendttuing in pitxftt, ttf- 
iofgiHg im olA^n, anJMrrfiilly twiting: tt it froj-tifaUy a Mrto tourt, tmMy- 
iftg Ift mult* eftht iaftit Tti4artAa, titJ tnj^ing tit oivaiUagetf titaHtko^s 
Ifftf and malfrf fxptritiut. 

Tht mgiitat oclavo tdiHon it in AwAv voiumtt. Tht fretent fJition uvll h 
tfmpitlfJ in fix tWiKKj, oclavt, tht fiift tfitg e«rrtip^*diHgly rtJuttJ. Vol- 

VKKS I TO V AKS MOW RKAUY. 



EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS. 
■' The meriU of Bancrofl'i ' HUtorj ot the UnilMl Statu ' «ib » trail known tlul 
tiule neod l« laid of the new cdilion, Uie first volume of whjcli, readiine to t6SS, hu 
jiut been published in mry haodEome form, except lu puial out lli« change* nccc the 
nvMon of ti-fi. On* n( (hr mmt praRtlncnl ii the mcroductlon of k dlvUlon inla 
lhr<v parts, bc^ning reip^ctii-elj' at '-vf, '**o. '"^ '<**■ Whb »*(h p*rt br^n* a 
□ew iLumbeiiilt of itie ctutpten, tad ihc dlflcnaoo ibui creaicd between ilie edi Joai U 
iactuscd bjr tlu fnquaat MfiamtiDii uf «ne cbuptcr Into iwa gf three. Ttju* whM 
waKliaptertwo In iS^ become* chapien two, tlitee.uid foui. in iSSj.ond wluu wiu 
eluiptsr twnuj^iwo b<CD<MS ehoptara twelve, thineen. uul fourtecB, of pan teoood. 
_Ib all, Innead ol Iventjr-flevni diapten then are tUnj-elctit. The tgul lencth ig not 
1, but miba dlmlniihrd, dncn thnn; ntc min)r omifdou., for imtuwe, of Op- 
I Jolui Snulb'i apocTypbal odventutcs in lluncary, the evidmice for which, coming 
■olelr from the heio hiiiucK, probjiblr Jccmi wukct d>u erei to Hr. BucrotL 
AnMMg puuxea wliidi will Dot lie mbaed is tlib about ihe Ooa^' raartyn : ' Ttwf 
were 1^ tboee weeda vhicii were inulchclr to the cys. and wbidi only whea tiam* 
pM ^vo out predou* ptrfuoM*.* Another expunevd nrtniulc i« that EpiaccfMliaafm 
'MpaniiDx ttadt Iron PraiMtaulim could acknowledie do equal aofpt the Orthodos 
Crack Chunh and that of Roibcl' %Vlib Iboe MnieticM lavt t)i*i\ rejected maaj 
whote nuaciDg wai e^to tei the rontMl, itich Rtrtailioenl beirit; ispwiany comBiini at 
Ibeh^anini; an<l «ndof cluipti^rs. Tb« account of the chancter of Jaaea I bi^reAlly 
abfidsMl, and made loincwlui lew wverc. la the place of lb« cliaryt that OKver 
CnimweU'a rvllnc autive waa ambition, ia the adenoKledpnent that in bli fordpi 
policy be wai meat ceitaJnly (althfol to the intemu ot England, The nodn of 
Lother b rewritten and cnteri^, mainly by apt tjuotatians nf his own words. Ttiere 
has bMn Ifsi chance in the accounta tt American than o( European matteis. but the 
now Impnnant adititlon, anywheK, b that ol two pae«* (fcaorfUnc and ptaiifni; Cap- 
tain Smith'* pMenxoeniof Virgiaia. Oftm. when tlWre apftears to bt aa addition OT 
omtialeM, tMn iaia ma&ty oDlyalranaptniliiia. TTie whole daii ot <&an(ec nuty be 
aliribuled to crDal<T iDatuiity of Jiidgnwat, ratJicr (ban to diaconciT of n«w w ai wUl , 



WpMialtjr u DO noikf in tiiLm nl racmt coDlroccnio ; CvrinaUMc, wl^Uier C(4bsi- 
bus rciJly lia IninrH at Havana v( San Datuinco ; vlnhtf tbe VHeriau lasdMl a- 
•cUj an llMilmjruf the winter lobticc, m b«pp>ircnLl]' BAixrafl'iofiiDiofi, uid wbrtfar 
'Tbi KioE'i Ub3ii>c'«'«stnv8cn<. lu told br ^VlliuieI. OlhadragMsin (iaptr 
at imprcvcinnit of m>Ic. The vahuncs *ie printed b OteKMtfoaxfosiyhial Urn 
fimnlltlon, u-liich teems moraxpprnpriautomch a itsiultrd wortt lAon ibedwini 
(om or tlie other temitnL.''^BMtini jtJVfrrtur. 

"Oa CMDporins this woifc with the tMrrapandlne raluiw of Uie •Camenmy' 
vdtlioD «f 1876, one li urptbed to sm buw uiciuire cluini^ the antbor hu (onod 
(tunable, even nfin to short an (niwal. Th« fint thine thit ttdka one b Uw In- 
OtaMd number fi( duipien, resullinx from mbdhielcia. Th« firet volnme ""laliif 
tvo TOlnracs □{ liuf oriciaaL, »n<t In divutod (nto lhlrty-«ight ctaapUn imuaj of rigbl' 
ten. This Is ie iio^lf an iaiprovomcnT. Bui the new airangesMfit in not tbe umIi 
KMNljr of subdivinon : (he DialtFT 'a rumngtd in lucb a miinMr jt* rzst>f to InowM 
tbe luddit; and ci>iilmuau*naM of tmimaiit. In ihe jireMni «<litioa Mi. H muufl n- 
tunu ti> the priodiJo of diTisioti into period*, abondnnod In Ihc ' CeMtnarj ' nBihwi 
Hiidliukm is. bowcTcr, a new one. A.ilhe permanent ihape taken bjra^iMri fabm^ 
IcaJ work, thb new arrarutsient U cennlnly an Improvemeni." — n^ A'tfitm (Ail 
riirt). 

''In roodlfjliii^tlwaamuivc, lit. BaccTofi tcQiatthathliduef tumivcti 
andIutxtiif,aiii)l)Mt 'aoneU-ZounitedcrtJiidsm ihai ho* been icen, wbctheri 
at oJtroad, with a eood will or a, bad one, box been neeloctccL' AppaifStJjr no anr 
fflOUfid uf {uiticular mooiMtl hat b*es tiuerted, atthoURli iHMJ l iketcha* al (Mnooa 
efaaaRtni have twen nnnittm tilher entirely or in pott. Tba votfc ai a whale n ia 
better shape, and is of coutw incire asihorJtatlce than ervr bcfocv. Tlilt Imi ryti ii a c 
will be withont doubt, botb Ifom il*de*inble form and accwata text, Il« uofidarj 
one."— J?Ai/*w Tr-ivtHtr, 

"It has tiM b(enci«8t«dlonuni)rMflortaiata<l«nMhaVac«(ititT7toilieliyHrr 
of a nogle people, *oA to Htc long enoti£h, and, let ui add, to be willing and «iie 
(noD|;h, to revuw and rewnle in an hoaot«d old age Ihc woili of a wlioU Kfetftae, 
Thisi:oDd(ononcb»bcciiKiaiilrd toMr. BaiKiaft, and bo haa latxclr proAied (17 R, 
as ban also the nujoti^ of leaiJen ainonKlutawocounnTiacn, vfao, when Amarfoa 
hisaty la In questioo, p> *'■ ™(> '■> '>'* volunua aa to am aathorliallvo irlbunal. smI 
abide tiy I1U dcctstona. which In no caac of any cooMqu^nt, «« believe, bnn ncr 
bean atrlotuljr or for lone disturbed. "~-//ew y»r» M»H amJ Exfrtst. 

" Th* cttcnt and tlioroiit^ncM of tbia mltion woulil lujtQjr be (iwhO withovc 
oonpariaff tbe edition* itde bjr ride. Tlie randcnHlloa of thr tot amounti la wo^ 
iMaC orer ime thinl of the pnvioni adltian. There ha* alao Nm Trr^ ccwfdtnbia 
TccaMliie of the tot. Oa the wV4e, our etanhiatlon «1 ibe fitM •idunM leuk ns in 
bdUcvD that the (h£i«bl of the hUlorian buea nolbing bf the abbnvlattoB of the text 
A tloM* and later apprasUiutioa to the bert iwuUa of aAoUnbip and critkxMi I* 
nachod. The public caimbr Its EDoncompKtbnrii^ and in mmmbI of matlar, and 
tatetoaooiTof time and nMM7.'—71krAtfr:^«wf>>>if(A'(V >Vi>. 

•• We have made a ompaftton of ibeflnt volume wilh iheedMoo of tgj6, and Snd : 
Ibai ibt work ha* bwn larRdr racaai, the ananccaicnt of the c!i«p«tr» and the nafaoe ' 
dlTiiioai hM been diane<<d. naar ponioos bare l>«n teimuca, and im paiaa ban 
ban vmd U DuUnc tuOMHtr coowtlou aa the rcMU ol tritidua on lbs WMk oc «f 



fuf ito iitT«sticMion. Maaj who paicluaed the lul «d)lioa will rtgnt Uul the; did 
aot wait for the Autboi's 6im1 rcvisioas ; but in presume itat he tud do icte&ticM u 
Uie tima li vt» laratd «f eoioE over bb worii acain, even if be bid Uic liop« of llvini; 
lO kmx. It ii a matter ol cconsl ooDciAiulailon \hat fala life and Ti^or Iiaiv been 
qiond, and tbat he is mil) enpiiTd wjlh nil tlie ractcr of jruilh ia bis impanant Itu 
mty vrortii. Th« r<cM»i mliimi;. }iiti Imwd. Is a flue upednwn of tmok-maUne, In 
clear Ijrpe, an E«od t^pn-r, and ii Dta,\lj bound." — AVw fert Oittrvtr, 

" During ilw luif-ocntury, or alnaoai ihal lilac, tlncc ihe Imuc of Mr. Banaofi'] 
fint volume, mud) new %ht lias been sbcd tipoo ilie cluraacn and cimti uf ilie 
p«riM] conrod b; tho * lliiloi;,' and do tmall prapoTtion of Ji U due to th« coa* 
tiaveniM armiMd b^ Uia voluniM ai \\ity wcc aw riwly appvond. IAt, Banctcfl MOod 
noutlf hy hii ortgliul text antQ the lime came for the iimte or the revwd editioa of 
(S;6. when K itxt eWdeitt that tie had carefully »ludi«l the criticism* liu work had 
rtotivn! during tfaa picMdlag; fortjr-tMo jroant nnd bad pKdited br th«n. N'ow rotnea 
the annouDceineiit that faebeiieaeed In a Owcmcb and lul iTvi;Ji)n of tlw whole 
mvk. TlK tcfl volams of ihe nrlciiut rdltion, and the two voluntea iMueil lut jtar. 
are to be whoUr i«»*»«I. rewrHtcci where nMctaacr, and tlie twrfre volume* of tli* 
foroer toaei comprised in lix Tiandtonie ocura vDlumeiL. The entire work will thus 
be 0vai at eiactljr half the pdcv cf the odiriiAl odltlnn, while, ^ai^nig hf tbe lint 
iutallnnnit. It will criuinlytniw nothing by oonipariiton so farasappeamueEoei.aiid 
wSI be mare i-aluable ai «t&bodj{n£ the latest infonnation and contaiRieG; the Uii 
touebe* of the auikorti hand."— CAiv/aa./ iOAit) UmlJ. 

" Tbne ii notliiBe to be uid at iliia [lay of the raltw ot 'Bancrofi.' Its Authority 
is BO loncer in dicpute, and uaiueueof^vld and nalittic Unoilcil writing It uands 
amoncihebeu woilB of itaelaan. ll may Utabeo forcmued that thlanewvdKion 
will [natlf extend iu tiaefulncu.'— /■■ItAuM/Ai^ Sortk Amfriean, 

■'nniileil is Dgi quite tnie that Ihe laatks of Ur. Bonontt't ravlslon of hiicreat 
hlOarr of the United Stale* an vUbta on ovwy \»tt, a «a>«fiil coapatBOD ol the 
Mf litf editioivt and Ihla thow* that tiw eJaIn to impravoDenl in by aa mean ill-found- 
ed. Somelimea whole pangiaphi hare bwn cut out ; sUII oftcner th* atnTagaBoea 
of k youthful Wfit bare betn caicf ully pruned, aad (he gain bu bwm manifcflt fat 
«obricty and G(rect.">-/Utftfi&>Ua Prat. 

" The merits of this standard woeh are toe waQ IcBOwn UttMcd recapitntatiao, and 
the ima«nt edition will compti^ ths nitira original work, con plele la dx toIusk*, 
and publiilicd at half tLe price of Iha original edition. The tjpo b lontowbat amaUei, 
buttacecetalrtylc ii dot inferior. The Gnt volume nadiat to 16SS, and thecbaivu 
nadc br the author are BunKToiu, sod soioo of thoa Importanu Thli Tolume. for 
liuianec, la divided Into ibrtc potts. IxcinmnC resfaecthdy at 1491, ififio, ud iGfiS. 
and with each poit becin* a new munbcrinc kA chapian. Then are na«y omEitiau 
la th« ten — ai of C^taln John Smith's sdtYniurM in Haaeajy. Some senteoees lo 
Ibe text have been Ml out : ihecluracter ctivn to Jamea Ilancddown. awl ih«M4ie< 
«f Lather eBluged. while page* bare been added dMcribinc CapUin Smith's niJe in 
VtogjUa. Oikcr chuigca arc thielly improveotecU of Myle and itw locoipomloa ol 
tbadata tnia lt>a till. On the whole, the worb li much ImpRntd in ila acw dtMB 
asdK*{*edfonn,Bi>d wiUbe wdoomcdbyaU, t<M BancroA'iliiatoryof our ooamtirli 
KOt/nyjIr /rMcc/r anoae hiwotfMOt mr land."— C^rcivv Twihmwt. 

'* ICr. Baaeiaf I't fint volaMS kpfMand in iltsh and be bas bees ensiled HpoH dw 
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hiitanr alniMi ever mot he wax a Mudent at Goitinicca. Tlie cc-ione o( lb* work, I 
Ibai Mch iMn fhoaU bt whai hu b»r opinion ttpprovnl, taa hanltr b» more i 
factory to ihe voienble bitiortan ilian It [f to the e^nemion wbich &r» ar 
hii great wofic in the final forms of iti Ulfrary eiKUtiotL In thii finiJ r«vldoa Mr.^ 
Bancnft hu oot only airrKTcd all inkla]i<« and trrors cS (Act. m far as tb«y bam 
bocn aMortalilvd, but luu nrrlicd tltc ityle, takea ibe wind out o( pompotu t«iit* 
and brou^hl (tic wlioie vorX wiiLin ibo lawi of cood wrftutu and *itbia the uolty ■ 
plan with whkh be had »el uu( at llie bcciuiiiiE. Tbw far be baa RfnuvEd uatif < 
Ui« objecitaiii whidi atood aealnM tdi hittoty aa a work of penrnanau mlae ; aad ' 
IhtrcbacenoiaioUd, lticirou£ti, cubtuntial duuactcf toMtgrMl kbtmrvhichcna 
tt a pennanent wdeht in the world of leiten. The work sow takes nnk with tbe 
best binaries of the school of pliUusophkal nonalive to which the author belmca.* — _ 

" Tbe marvelous jndumy and the eainen consdeatioosnca which the ven 
Utttuian eihiUia in rcrisine. recasting, and in part rewrlllae tbe emi wo«1i of 
life, not onljr oompel re^xct and admiruioo un Ibeir own uoount, b«it the^ 1 
also the strongst {uasmiMi of the aoninqr of his wholaiship, of his fidelity lo tr 
o( iba esalted cMitt^tton which he Mtt«>itatiui of hit task, and tbAtefim ol Um i 
•UMial «xc«[l«riM of hii history, Tbe edition or i^ fiMbittd no liltV pru&inCMli 
convctioii ; but ihe author lias a^aln cone over the colirv field, and, with a cara and 
devotioa wotlby trf the theme and of hit reputation, has wroufhi «h<ii lie My* nHM 
be ku l*sl itvitfyM. This latest edition will be soucbt bjr maar who liaire for jrcaia 
been familiar with its predecetaon. The publishers deserve credit ita prcs«9t)a{ la 
CTcol a work In each eictUent inii<>e. and the author niaj accept It as s noble moM* 
meat to perpetnalc his fune. Bui may be faespxnd to add nutay chapter* loUs 
blsiory, and bita^jt down ioalBUrparlodl"—£'Mat(A^. V.\ HtrsU. 



T* b Mfl^ ia u >«I»H, tOAft. bilMBJ5 piiittJ ha bi* ljp> Httt, tmi, «iA (A b|k 
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